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REMEMBER HISTORY IS HIS STORY 

Psalm 111: 1-10 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

Sometimes memories of what God has done in our lives are so amazing and so 

much a part of our personal history that we feel they are almost too sacred to recall. 

That’s my sense as I come to Psalm 111. As I reflected with daughter, Heather 

about one of our early vacations in Wyoming, she remembers memorizing this 

psalm at one of our special bends in the Little Sandy River, high up on Block and 

Tackle Road, way back when she was in second grade. All I know for certain is 

that Psalm 111—all 10 verses, all 22 lines, is forever imbedded in my memory and 

in my soul. It almost defies being preached because I feel it is so dear to my heart 

and to Jinny’s heart for she chose it for us to memorize. We memorized it from the 

New American Standard Version. This is how it reads there! History is His Story!  

 

“Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with all my heart, In the company 

of the upright and in the assembly. Great are the works of the LORD; They are 

studied by all who delight in them. Splendid and majestic is His work, And His 

righteousness endures forever. He has made His wonders to be remembered; 

The LORD is gracious and compassionate. He has given food to those who fear 

Him; He will remember His covenant forever. He has made known to His people 

the power of His works, In giving them the heritage of the nations. The works of 

His hands are truth and justice; All His precepts are sure. They are upheld forever 

and ever; They are performed in truth and uprightness. He has sent redemption to 

His people; He has ordained His covenant forever; Holy and awesome is His name. 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all 

those who do His commandments; His praise endures forever.” 

  

Psalm 111:2 reminds us of a fundamental principle in knowing God: When we 

delight in Him, we are lead to study about Him in His Word. Two lovers can recall 

every miniscule feature of their beloved’s face. Mothers knows every dimple, 

every freckle, and every birthmark on their baby’s body. When we come to know 

the Lord and He begins to show us Himself, we begin to recognize that He is full 

of splendor and majesty. Going every day on a God-hunt is no chore for us. It’s 

more successful than looking for arrowheads or seashells. When we give careful 

attention to knowing more and more of God, it is no chore. When we are fascinated 

with His presence, when we marvel at His wonders, when our hearts are soaring 

with delight in who God is, then it becomes more and more natural for us to press 

in to know the Lord. We want to seek after the direct object of all of our love and 

affection. We move further and further into the heart of Jesus. We can hardly stop 

moving further and further into the heart of Jesus, seeking more and more after the 

object of our affection. Our study of Jesus makes us devote hours, days, weeks, 
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months and years into a concerted effort to observe Him—our Bridegroom, to 

understand Him and to evaluate the One we love. Then the natural response in our 

souls and spirits is to long to feel more and more, apply more and more, and 

express more and more of what we’ve seen when we’ve been with Jesus.  

 

A hundred and one years ago, in 1914, hymnwriter J. Oswald Smith wrote the 

words and music to a great song I love. It goes, “Into the heart of Jesus, deeper and 

deeper I go, seeking to know the reason, why He should love me so, Why He 

should stoop to lift me, up from the miry clay, saving my soul, making me whole, 

though I had wandered away. Into the will of Jesus, deeper and deeper I go, 

praying for grace to follow, seeking His way to know, Bowing in full surrender, 

low at His blessed feet, bidding Him take, break me and make, Till I am molded 

complete. Into the cross of Jesus, deeper and deeper I go, following through the 

garden, facing the dreaded foe; drinking the cup of sorrow, sobbing with broken 

heart, O Savior help! Dear Savior, help! Grace for my weakness impart.  Into the 

joy of Jesus, deeper and deeper I go, Rising with soul enraptured, far from the 

world below. Joy in the place of sorrow, peace in the midst of pain, Jesus will give, 

Jesus will give: He will uphold and sustain. Into the love of Jesus, deeper and 

deeper I go, Praising the One who brought me out of my sin and woe, And through 

eternal ages, Gratefully I shall sing. O how He loves! O how He loved, Jesus, my 

Lord and my King.” 

 

Professor Don Carson, professor at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, reminds 

us about worship. He tells us that worship is a transitive verb. That means that it 

requires a direct object. You can't just worship;  you have to worship somebody. 

We Christians worship our one triune God—the one true God. He says, “Should 

we not remind ourselves that worship is a transitive verb — a verb that requires a 

direct object? We do not meet to worship, or to experience worship; we meet to 

worship God and serve Him only. There is the heart of the matter, he says. In this 

area one must not confuse what is central with the byproducts. If you seek peace, 

you will not find it. If you seek Christ, you will find peace. If you seek joy, you 

will not find it. If you seek Christ, you will find joy. If you seek holiness, you will 

not find it. If you seek Christ, you will find holiness. If you seek experiences of 

worship, you will not find them. If you worship the living God, you will 

experience something of what is reflected here in Psalm 111. Worship is a 

transitive verb and the most important thing about a transitive verb is the direct 

object.” And we don't get out of the very first exhortation of this psalm before we 

learn that lesson. “Praise the LORD!” And that's something to keep before us as we 

praise the living God, as we worship the Lord. He is the central point and plan and 

Person of our worship. Even what we do as I preach and you take notes and listen 

today will soon be history-and remember, history is His story! 
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Psalm 111 and 112 are two amazing psalms that speak of fearing the Lord. Psalm 

111 speaks about the direct object of our worship—that it is the Lord who is to be 

feared. Psalm 112 speaks about the person who fears the Lord. Both psalms have 

10 verses and 22 lines to them. Each of the 22 lines, obviously written as a 

memory aid, begins with a succeeding letter in the Hebrew alphabet. If you would 

read Hebrew as Hebrew is read, from right to left, you would notice the 22 

alphabet letters in each succeeding verse. Try saying the Hebrew alphabet after me. 

Aleph, Beit, Gimel, Dalet, Hei, Vav, Zayin, Cheit (guttural het) Tet, Yod, Kaf 

(guttural kaf) Lamed, Mem, Nun, Samekh, Pei, Tzadei, Qof, Reish, Shin, and Tav. 

God inspired the psalmist who wrote Psalm 111 and 112 to do it in that 

memorizing fashion for His glory. In the 10 verses of Psalm 111, the first 8 verses 

are couplets, the last two verses are triplets. The 8 couplets and the 2 triplets make 

22 lines starting with the letters of the Hebrew alphabet in order. This is a psalm 

that many Hebrew people have memorized and know by heart.  

 

The writing of Psalm 111 and 112 seems to be after the Jewish remnant returned to 

Jerusalem from Babylon. Life was not easy. The neighbors of the Jews were 

hostile to them, the Persian officials were not always cooperative and the economic 

situation was difficult. Ezra, the scribe and Haggai, the prophet describe the 

conditions of this period and they both report that God’s people were not always 

faithful to Him or generous and kind to each other. So God at times withheld His 

blessings. This psalmist may very well be a Levite who is reminding the Hebrew 

people to put God first and to trust Him for their every need. The psalmist in Psalm 

111 gives us four godly instructions to follow if we are going to experience and 

enjoy the blessings and the help of the Lord in the difficult situations we all face in 

life. What are these four godly instructions we still must follow today? 

 

REVERENCE THE LORD GRATEFULLY IN WORSHIP AND  PRAISE. 

(I.) Notice v. 1 & 10c. Verse 10 returns us to this first godly instruction. “Praise 

the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in the company 

of the upright, in the congregation…His praise endures forever!” Psalm 111 is a 

“Hallelujah” psalm as it begins and ends with praising the Lord. The psalmist is 

calling us all to praise the Lord. Since the proof of our sincerity is ourselves doing 

what we call and exhort others to do, we can be assured this passionate psalmist is 

a praise-filled poet, a worshipper, a Hallelujah man of God. Praise the Lord is one 

Hebrew word—hallal. It means to be clear with God, to shine for Him, to boast in 

Him, to celebrate Him, to announce His renown, to glory in the Lord, to commend 

God to others, to make a show of God’s greatness, and even to so adore God as to 

be seen by others as foolish. 160 times in the Old Testament, we are called to hallal 

God, to give Him our praise and Hallelujahs. Praise includes thanks—“I will give 
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thanks to the Lord.” Thanks and praise are twins in worship. There is no worthier 

occupation than having a full cup of praising and thanking the Lord. Praise and 

thanksgiving go even deeper. The Psalmist says, “I will give thanks to the Lord 

with my whole heart. Heart in the Old Testament, it is not speaking of the organ in 

our body--the heart. It is speaking of our mind, our attitudes and desires. Beloved, 

do we have our whole heart in our worship. Notice this call to praise the Lord 

includes the vow of the psalmist that he will give thanks with all his heart publicly, 

in the assembly of the righteous, in the congregation—without shame. He is 

promising to allow nothing to be present in his heart that would interfere with the 

fullness of his praise—no coldness, no divided affection, no unbelief dragging him 

down, and no love for other things. The psalmist is not denying that we can praise 

and thank the Lord in private, but he is maintaining that is not the end of his praise. 

His praise will go public in public gathered worship. Secondly, 

 

REMEMBER GOD’S GREAT WORKS AND STUDY THEM WITH 

DELIGHT. (II.) Notice verses 2-6. “Great are the works of the LORD, studied by 

all who delight in them. Full of splendor and majesty is His work, and 

His righteousness endures forever. He has caused His wondrous works to be 

remembered; the LORD is gracious and merciful. He provides food for those who 

fear Him; He remembers His covenant forever. He has shown His people the 

power of His works, in giving them the inheritance of the nations.” Now these 

great gifts are glorious, genuine, and gracious, but the psalmist says, “studied” by 

all who delight in Him. The Hebrew word for studied is darash which means to 

tread or frequent or follow in search of or in pursuit. It means to search or study 

diligently, to inquire of the Lord, seeking Him in prayer for direction, seeking to 

discover God’s will. We know we are to study God’s Word, but here the psalmist 

tells us to also study His works—works in which we delight. Long before we learn 

from the Word of Christ’s redemption, we first see His creation.  

 

When we study the magnitude of God’s creation, how far reaching is the sweep of 

His power. His greatness and glory are matched by His righteousness that endures 

forever-v. 4. When praise seeks a theme, it doesn’t have to go far. The works of 

God are forever before our eyes. When we study God’s works, it is because we 

delight in them. The Hebrew word for delight is chephets which means what we 

take pleasure in, that which we desire and long for, and what we ever wish to learn 

more about. And to top this off, these works of God are to be remembered. The 

Hebrew word is zeker which means to memorialize. When I am out in Sweetwater 

County, I often see shepherder’s markers or monuments. I love to see them, 

examine them, and study them. When I see 12-24 stones up on Aspen Mountain or 

White Mountain, I remember being there with many believers here in Rock 

Springs who have built a marker or mound of rocks to remember a special work of 
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God in their hearts as a couple—when forgiveness and restoration and 

reconciliation happened with tears of joy. This remembering part is that God has 

made all His works with stick-um or spiritual Velcro on them. “He has caused His 

wondrous works to be remembered.” There are special spots all over Wyoming, 

including Sunlight Basin, Wyoming where God came down with His presence for 

my wife and me. Sometimes lovers mark aspen trees with their love. My wife and I 

saw rocks on a red ridge up by Buffalo, Wyoming, where a couple put their names 

and wrote with rocks—40 years of marriage. Beloved, what has God done for you 

that you attach to His works, His creation and which you can never forget? God 

shows His works in providing food for us. He remembers His covenant with us 

forever. He shows His people the power of His works, giving us the heritage of the 

nations. How many of you feel deep in your souls that God has made a special 

place in His creation special for us. We don’t own the land, but we as a couple or a 

family own the moment and the mighty work of God. There is a 30 stone altar on 

the Oregon Trail near Lander Creek, where God took me through a mighty trial of 

faith and showed me on August 22, 1984 that I was to go back down to Rock 

Springs to minister Christ’s love for another lap—a long lap for His glory. Thirdly, 

 

RELY ON GOD’S WORKS, HIS WORD, HIS REDEMPTION AND HIS 

COVENANT. (III.) Notice verses 7-9. “The works of His hands are faithful and 

just; all His precepts are trustworthy; they are established forever and ever, to be 

performed with faithfulness and uprightness. He sent redemption to his people; He 

has commanded His covenant forever. Holy and awesome is His name!” Now the 

psalmist connects the dots from the works of God to the Word of God in v. 7. 

What’s the connection? How did God create the world? It was by the power of His 

Word He spoke the world into being. He spoke, bara, and it was done. God tells us 

in verse 7 that His Word is true and trustworthy, and in verse 8 that His Word is 

established—fixed, settled forever and ever. When we listen to the Word of God 

and do the will of God, our performance is based on His faithfulness and 

uprightness. God’s redemption and covenant and His Name are linked as well-v. 9. 

God gave us His Word so we would enjoy His promises and blessings. We can rely 

on God’s forever works, Word, redemption and His covenant. In verse 8, the Word 

“established” in the Hebrew means sustained and supported. God’s Word will not 

fail or fall. Whatever else may be shaken, His law, His word, His precepts and the 

principles of His government will last forever. As for God’s covenant He made 

with Israel, He kept His part even though the nation of Israel was not faithful to 

obey it. If we obey the Word of God, He is faithful to bless us. If we disobey the 

Lord, God is faithful to discipline us. As redeemed people, we bear His Name and 

we long to glorify His name in all we say and do. His Name is holy and awesome. 

We rely/lean hard on Him, His redemption, His covenant and His Name. Fourthly, 
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RESPECT, FEAR, AND OBEY GOD’S WILL AND WISDOM. (IV.) Notice 

verse 10. “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice 

it have a good understanding. His praise endures forever.” The fear of the Lord is a 

reverence joined to love, adoration and affection for God that causes the soul to 

delight in God and tremble before Him. John Calvin, when he was describing this 

fear of the Lord said, “A person who fears the Lord so reverences and adores and 

loves God that he would tremble to sin even if there were no hell.” Awe and a 

trembling fear of God's judgment is indeed a part of the fear of the Lord, but the 

major part of the fear of the Lord that the psalmist is speaking of is a reverence 

joined with an adoration and a love of God that delights in Him above everything 

else. That reverence of the Lord enlivens everything in Christian experience. The 

awesomeness of God’s great Name leads every true believer to obey His will. This 

is not slavish fear like a criminal before a judge. No, it is the loving and reverential 

fear of an obedient son or daughter for their parents. Fear of the Lord will lead to 

obeying the Lord, His Word, His will and His promptings by His Spirit. Yesterday, 

I spoke to a couple from Utah. They expressed fear that God wants nothing to do 

with them because of pre-marital sin. They truly have repented but have a cringing 

fear refusing to trust in God’s forgiveness. One lady this week told me she was 

quitting her job to move to Israel because all banks in America are closing down 

on September 11th. That is a MSN snare and terror of the future—“the fear of man 

brings a snare, but whoso trusts in the Lord will be safe.” Proverbs 29: 25 

 

True wisdom is when we decide or choose to do the right thing. If we reverence 

God and are in awe of Him, then we will make the best choice. Holy awe is a 

special kind of fear or "being afraid" ... not because we think that God will hurt us. 

Rather, because we love God, we do not want to displease God or grieve His Spirit 

by making the wrong choice! Dr. Alexander Maclaren, born in 1826, once said, 

“The one fixed point amid the whirl of things is the uttered will of God. Therefore 

the heart that builds there builds safely. And there should be a correspondence 

between the faithfulness of the Speaker and the faith of the hearer…Lean hard 

upon God, put all your weight upon Him. You cannot put too much, you cannot 

lean too hard. The harder the better; the better He is pleased, and the more He 

breathes support and strength into us.” Matthew Henry born in 1662 stated, “No 

man is wise who does not fear the Lord; no man acts wisely except as influenced 

by that fear. This fear will lead to repentance, to faith in Christ, to watchfulness 

and obedience. Such persons are of a good understanding, however poor, 

unlearned, or despised.” When we practice doing God’s will continually, then in 

us, as the psalm ends, “His praise endures forever.” No worshipper of God can 

truly praise Him without bowing in adoring awe and wonder and reverence which 

leads us to ready and willing prompt obedience to our lovely Lord. Repeat psalm. 


