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Scripture Reading:    Genesis 12:6-20 

“6 Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, as far as the terebinth tree of Moreh. And the 

Canaanites were then in the land. 7 Then Jehovah appeared to Abram and said, "To your descendants I 

will give this land." And there he built an altar to Jehovah, who had appeared to him. 8 And he moved 

from there to the mountain east of Bethel, and he pitched his tent with Bethel on the west and Ai on the 

east; there he built an altar to Jehovah and called on the name of Jehovah. 9 So Abram journeyed, going 

on still toward the South. 10 Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to 

dwell there, for the famine was severe in the land. 11 And it came to pass, when he was close to entering 

Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife, "Indeed I know that you are a woman of beautiful countenance. 12 

Therefore it will happen, when the Egyptians see you, that they will say, 'This is his wife'; and they will 

kill me, but they will let you live. 13 Please say you are my sister, that it may be well with me for your 

sake, and that I may live because of you." 14 So it was, when Abram came into Egypt, that the Egyptians 

saw the woman, that she was very beautiful. 15 The princes of Pharaoh also saw her and commended her 

to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken to Pharaoh's house. 16 He treated Abram well for her sake. He 

had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male and female servants, female donkeys, and camels. 17 But Jehovah 

plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram's wife. 18 And Pharaoh 

called Abram and said, "What is this you have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your 

wife? 19 Why did you say, 'She is my sister'? I might have taken her as my wife. Now therefore, here is 

your wife; take her and go your way." 20 So Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him; and they sent 

him away, with his wife and all that he had.” 

"Doubting Abraham" 
As we move on in the life and journeys of Abram, we come to one of those troubling times we often see in 

the lives of the Saints in the Old Testament! And of course, since it is dealing with Abraham I will tread 

very carefully, but my sermon title may give me away! 

We seem to move quickly from a man who is called by God, a man who obeys this calling, one who 

travels the entire length of the land he is to be given  and a man putting up altars to God… To a man who 

is thrown to and fro by circumstances and looking to his own wisdom rather than trusting God. 

So let’s quickly look at the text and try to make some sense of all this:  I will try to present what I think is 

the plain reading of the account, but know that there are many who see other motives and/or actions 

taking place… As I mentioned Abram has traveled the full length of the land from Shechem down to the 

south and then we read in verse 10 :   “10 Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to 

Egypt to dwell there, for the famine was severe in the land.” 

So we come to the first question:  Should Abram have stayed or gone? Giving him the benefit of the 

doubt here the sense of ‘to dwell there’ in this verse is to sojourn or to be there for a while so I don’t 

think that Abram was giving up on the promise God had given him regarding the land of Canaan. 

 But I think when we see how things go in Egypt, it becomes clear that he was not trusting God in 

taking some of these actions.   

And verse 11 seems to confirm this:11 “And it came to pass, when he was close to entering Egypt, that he 

said to Sarai his wife, "Indeed I know that you are a woman of beautiful countenance. 12 Therefore it 

will happen, when the Egyptians see you, that they will say, 'This is his wife'; and they will kill me, but 

they will let you live.  13 Please say you are my sister, that it may be well with me for your sake, and that 

I may live because of you."  

 It is hard to argue that Abram is doing anything more here than protecting his own life!   
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He is willing to put his help-meet in great danger morally and physically to avoid the danger to himself.   

The only defense I have seen made for Abram at this point is that he believed the promise of God that he 

would be a blessing to many nations, so it was VERY important that he be kept safe. 

 Again, not the actions of a faithful man! 

Others have argued that he planned to act as if he were his ‘sister’s protector while they had a short visit 

there until the famine subsided and thus he was trying to keep both of them safe… If that was his plan it 

soon got out of hand… 

14  “So it was, when Abram came into Egypt, that the Egyptians saw the woman, that she was very 

beautiful. 15 The princes of Pharaoh also saw her and commended her to Pharaoh.  

And the woman was taken to Pharaoh's house. 16 He treated Abram well for her sake. He had sheep, 

oxen, male donkeys, male and female servants, female donkeys, and camels.” 

 So here we have some men who want to please Pharaoh finding a real treasure to take to him as a 

new wife. 

Whatever Abram’s motive or plan, it is now out of his control and Sarai has been taken into the palace 

and is being prepared to be one of Pharaoh’s wives.Some have argued that she was violated in this 

process, but verse 17, and the fact that God saves her again when Abram repeats his vain plans a bit 

later, would seem to indicate that God is faithful in protecting Sarai despite the lacking in her husband at 

this time. 

17 “But Jehovah plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram's wife.” 

 We are not told what these plagues were but they certainly got the attention of Pharaoh who 

immediately takes action… 

18  “And Pharaoh called Abram and said, "What is this you have done to me? Why did you not tell me 

that she was your wife? 19 Why did you say, 'She is my sister'? I might have taken her as my wife.” 

Here I think we see that Sarai was not violated but merely prepared to be another of Pharaoh’s wives 

AND that Pharaoh may not have been as big a scoundrel as Abram suspected.In a few generations we 

will see another Pharaoh that acts kindly toward God’s people, first with Joseph and then his entire 

family. It is only later as the memory of Joseph fades that we see the wicked Pharaoh who persecuted 

God’s people. 

So the response of Pharaoh is swift and sure…  “Now therefore, here is your wife; take her and go your 

way." 20 So Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him; and they sent him away, with his wife and all 

that he had.” 

 Those who want to defend Abram’s actions in this account are hard-pressed to explain why he 

gives no defense for his actions when confronted by Pharaoh.   

Paul tells us plainly in I Corinthians chapter ten that these accounts of the Old Testament Saints are 

given to us as our examples… 

 Not always as examples that we should follow, but often as examples that serve as warnings for us 

and that is certainly what we have before us here in today’s text. 

How many times in our lives are we confident about what God wants us to do in the way that Abram did 

in coming to the Land of Canaan: 

 And then at the first sign of trouble, quickly revert back to our own wisdom or ways? 
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We can think of our marriage vows… Who among us did not take or would not plan to take, those vows 

with a grand vision of how God is going to make two individuals one flesh so they can demonstrate to a 

watching world the glories of Christian love ultimately showing the love of Christ for His Church as Paul 

explains in Ephesians chapter five? But how quickly we can turn aside from God’s plan and purposes 

when the daily grind of marriage begins to get us down… Soon I am thinking that I need “my space” or 

that my spouse just does not understand MY needs. 

 After a while, I am only looking for ways that my spouse can serve my needs as Abram did with 

Sarai, and I get pretty upset when they are not up to the task! 

Or when we become parents, we know that we must fully depend on God for the salvation of our children 

and we search the Scriptures to see how we are to properly raise them in the fear and admonition of the 

Lord. We commit ourselves to the use of the rod and promise to give them consistent love, 

encouragement, and instruction at the appropriate times and places. But again, when the actual process 

of discipling an actual child is upon us we can quickly turn from God’s ways to ours in frustration… 

Does God really understand just how stubborn my child is?  I tried doing it that way, but it just does not 

work? My child will NOT listen to me!   Or the men will say, I am so busy providing a living and finding 

time to love my wife, there is just so little time or energy left for the children… 

And in the end, as they grow older, we don’t want them to look ‘weird’ to those they will come in contact 

with,  so we throw in a little worldliness so they can fit in! 

The same can be said of our callings in this life:  Where we can be sure that God is moving us in a 

particular direction and then at the first sign of resistance or difficulty we are more than happy to look 

for an easier path. 

So what good are these examples when I look at them and say, pastor you are right I am just like Abram, 

or Jacob, or those faithless spies, or the stubborn Israelites in the wilderness and later in the land, and 

yes even sometimes falling into great sin as King David did. It is easy to look at them and quite honestly 

proclaim, I am doomed! Well in fact that is exactly what the Apostle Paul says of himself and all the 

Saints in Romans chapter seven… 

Romans 7:  “19 For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice. 20 

Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. 21 I find then a law, 

that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good. 22 For I delight in the law of God according to 

the inward man. 23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and 

bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.” 

These faithful men and women who are given as our examples had the same struggles that we do as 

Christians… 

 But please remember that they could see the glories of  Romans 8 only as through a glass darkly,  

while we can pick it up and read it every morning if we need too! 

And we should read it often because the Apostle Paul did not leave us in the despair of Romans seven 

where he declares at the end,  24  “O wretched man that I am!  Who will deliver me from this body of 

death? 25 I thank God--through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve the law of 

God,  but with the flesh the law of sin.  8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in 

Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 2 For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law could not 

do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, 

on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 that the righteous requirement of the law might be 

fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.” 
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Paul goes on to provide some of the greatest comfort we find in the Scriptures for those who love God, 

but we see that Grace in the Old Testament as well… Consider how the Psalmist looks back at this 

challenging time in the life of Abram beginning with a similar proclamation that we should have no 

condemnation… 

Psalm 105:1  “Oh, give thanks to Jehovah! Call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the 

peoples! 2 Sing to Him, sing psalms to Him; Talk of all His wondrous works! 3 Glory in His holy name; 

Let the hearts of those rejoice who seek Jehovah!  4 Seek Jehovah and His strength; Seek His face 

evermore! 5 Remember His marvelous works which He has done, His wonders, & the judgments of His 

mouth, 6 O seed of Abraham His servant, You children of Jacob, His chosen ones!  7 He is Jehovah our 

God; His judgments are in all the earth.  8 He remembers His covenant forever, The word which He 

commanded, for a thousand generations, 9 The covenant which He made with Abraham,  And His oath 

to Isaac, 10 And confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, To Israel as an everlasting covenant, 11 Saying,  

"To you I will give the land of Canaan  As the allotment of your inheritance," 12 When they were few in 

number, Indeed very few, and strangers in it. 13 When they went from one nation to another, From one 

kingdom to another people, 14 He permitted no one to do them wrong; Yes, He rebuked kings for their 

sakes, 15 Saying, "Do not touch My anointed ones, And do My prophets no harm."” 

At the very place where we might be tempted to despair and think WOW, if faithful Abraham could be 

one who doubts what chance have I ??? 

 It is at this place that the Psalmist looks back and reminds us of God’s great care for his people! 

When the father who came to Jesus with a sick child is told to have faith he cries out “I believe, help 

Thou my unbelief.”  It is with such an attitude that we learn from these examples and how God uses 

them.  When ‘doubting Thomas’ [who will have that nick-name until the Lord returns] stubbornly refused 

to believe without extraordinary ‘proof’ his loving Lord Jesus turned it around into an example of faith 

and belief that countless Saints have followed down through the years! 

As Gordon Wenham rightly points out in his comments on this text, we do have warnings that we should 

heed, but we also have a great reminder of the invincibility of God’s promises! 

I want to close with some thoughts from Robert Candlish from the 19th Century whose work Charles 

Spurgeon described as “THE Commentary Upon Genesis.”  And the more I read of his work the more I 

agree with Pastor Spurgeon! 

Speaking about the lessons for Abram and us after the Pharaoh’s rebuke Dr. Candlish has this to say, 

“Had [Abram] trusted God, and dealt justly by Pharaoh, at the beginning, it might have fared better 

both with him and with his spouse; they might have been spared what must have been to them an interval 

of intense anxiety; …  Still, as it was, God made the fall of his servant an occasion of good.  He glorified 

himself in the eyes of Pharaoh and his court.  A salutary impression was left on the king’s mind; and the 

Lord showed, that, notwithstanding the errors and infirmities of his people, for his own name’s sake he 

would deliver them as “they went from one nation to another, from one kingdom to another people;” that 

he would “suffer no man to do them wrong” but would reprove kings for their sakes,” [as we just read 

from Psalm 105] “Thus in the very beginning of Abram’s walk of faith, the infirmity of that faith, as well 

as its power, is practically brought out.  And may not this be done for the express purpose of this early 

proving, -- both that the continued exercise as well as the first production of faith must be the gift of God, 

-- and also that it is not faith itself that really has in it any merit or any efficacy to save, but only that 

grace and strength of which faith lays hold?  Abram is justified by faith; but the faith by which he is 

justified is as little to be trusted as any of his other virtues.  It cannot, therefore, be on account of its own 

worth that it justifies or saves, but because, by its very nature, it looks to the worthiness or righteousness 

beyond itself, and rests on that alone for salvation.  It was in the promise of God, and not in his own faith, 

that Abram trusted; and it was this alone which ensured his recovery from his sad fall; otherwise, when 
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his faith failed, his only ground of safety must have been fairly and finally driven from beneath his feet.  

But the anchor of his soul was in God.  Therefore, though cast down, he was raised up again; -- and the 

salutary lesson which he learned was that of distrust in his own faith as well as his own wisdom, and 

reliance on the Lord alone.  He had been tempted to pressure upon his position, as chosen and called by 

God, and to think that he might himself take measures for averting evil, and securing the fulfilment of the 

divine promise.   He is taught that he must leave all to God, and commit himself, as a little child, entirely 

to his guidance, who saves his people in a way altogether his own.”“But though thus weak when he 

followed his own wisdom… how strong is Abram in the Lord! ” 

 Abraham is not remembered in the hall of faith in Hebrews as doubting Abraham, but rather as 

faithful Abraham because he learned to follow and serve our faithful God! 

In the early 1800’s Robert Robinson, who was saved under the preaching of George Whitfield, wrote our 

hymn of response to compliment his sermon that week, a talent your pastor does not share! 

Pastor Robinson addresses this tension in the Christian life and verse two begins by saying,  

“Here I raise mine Ebenezer; hither by Thy help I'm come; and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to 

arrive at home.” 

 We should rightly ask what is an Ebenezer? 

The hymn writer has in mind the account of when God provided Samuel with a stunning victory over 

Israel’s great enemy the Philistines. We read of that miraculous victory in I Samuel 7:  “10 Now as 

Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to battle against Israel. But Jehovah 

thundered with a loud thunder upon the Philistines that day, and so confused them that they were 

overcome before Israel. 11 And the men of Israel went out of Mizpah and pursued the Philistines, and 

drove them back as far as below Beth Car. 12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah 

and Shen, and called its name Ebenezer, saying, "Thus far Jehovah has helped us." 13 So the Philistines 

were subdued, and they did not come anymore into the territory of Israel. And the hand of Jehovah was 

against the Philistines all the days of Samuel.” 

 In Hebrew Ebenezer simply means ‘stone of hope.’ 

 Not the vain ‘hope’ of the world where we just hope against all odds that everything will be OK 

The hymn writer rightly encourages us to look back to God’s great victories as a source of 

encouragement for our own battles…  Our true hope!  “Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering 

from the fold of God; he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood.”  And just as we saw 

in Abram, our wanderings don’t always stop at the door of our conversion:  Something the Apostle Paul 

and the hymn writing pastor understood well: 

O to grace how great a debtor , daily I'm constrained to be! Let thy goodness, like a fetter,  bind my 

wandering heart to thee.  Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,  prone to leave the God I love;  here's my heart, 

O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above.” 

Or as Paul concluded in Romans chapter eight:  “31 What then shall we say to these things?  

If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for 

us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall bring a charge against God's 

elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also 

risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us 

from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 

sword? 36 As it is written: "For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the 

slaughter."  

[very appropriate as we hear news from around the world today!] 
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37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am 

persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor 

things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the 

love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

  

Communion Meditation: Psalm 9: 

 

Thinking the many persecuted Christian brothers and sisters around the world today who cannot 

celebrate this Table in the peace we enjoy… 

“17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, And all the nations that forget God.  

18 For the needy shall not always be forgotten; The expectation of the poor shall not perish forever.  

19 Arise, O Lord, Do not let man prevail; Let the nations be judged in Your sight. 20 Put them in fear, O 

Lord, That the nations may know themselves to be but men.  Selah 


