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The message today is titled "When God Is Late" and I thought of this message, it was on 
my heart for a few reasons and one is that there was a brother in Christ who my wife and 
I were talking to last week, and he's in the financial industry and the conversation, his 
statement went something like this, he said, "I don't know why the wicked prosper. Why 
they seem to do well financially and life for them seems to be so easy." He said, "I don't 
question God's justice, I just don't know why these things are so." He went on to discuss 
the struggles of godly people and the desperate situations that they often find themselves 
in. When the proverbial bottom falls out, we may be tempted to say that God did not 
come on time. This and other recent conversations caused this question to settle in my 
mind, "What are we to do when we believe that God is late?" Have you ever wondered 
that? Does it ever seem like God comes after your need is past? After the bottom falls 
out? After the consequences are already incurred? There are many of God's children who 
suffer. We certainly know that. We suffer physically, we suffer emotionally, we suffer 
spiritually, we suffer financially. And I'm sure that we can look at our own lives and see 
where we've gone through and/or are currently going through some of these struggles 
ourselves. It's important to have an answer to these questions. Where is God in all this 
suffering? What about God's timing? When we observe things that are happening, we're 
praying and we're praying and we're praying and it seems as though the prayers are not 
being heard and then the worst thing that we imagine could happen actually does occur. 
Was God a little bit late? Was he asleep at the wheel? What's the deal?

So I want to tell you about the making of a heretic and it all plays into what we're 
discussing here. With an average weekly attendance of more than 6,000 people in the 
1990s, a pastor or preacher or Bishop he called himself, by the name of Carlton Pearson 
was pastoring one of the largest churches in Oklahoma. He pastored this church until 
about 2004. After hearing of the Rwandan genocide that took place in 1994 and listening 
to all of those events in the news, it caused this man to wonder. He could not reconcile all 
the evil that was in the world and as he thought about that Rwandan genocide and just let 
me pause for a little bit for those of you who weren't born or don't remember and remind 
those of us who were certainly around for it and heard the stories. In a three-month period 
between one half million and one million Tutsis were slaughtered. That's a lot of dead 
people. While the world watched. While the United States was silent. While this 
butchering was taking place. While the ruling tribe went from house to house and handed 
all the people who were a part of their tribe machetes and said, "Go and slaughter your 
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Tutsi neighbor." The people were dying in droves and so this pastor, Carlton Pearson, 
looked at the news program that was covering this a little bit because it did get some 
coverage here in the United States, and he asked himself about the evil that seems to go 
on in this world that is unabated. What about those Tutsis who were killed? What about 
the half million and don't you wonder why it is that we don't have a better count? We say 
half a million to a million and that's a pretty large range. It tells you up about how 
rampant the murders were and how little care was taken to bury the bodies and no count 
actually really was taken. No official count actually could be taken. The government 
certainly wasn't going to do it. The government was the one that was doing the 
murdering.

So this man wondered about those Tutsis who saw their relatives murdered, who 
themselves were maimed. What if these people didn't know Christ? They went through 
all this suffering here on earth and then as they go through all this suffering here on earth, 
they have more suffering to look forward to. That's a sobering thought, isn't it? You 
think, "What kind of just God would do that? What kind of just God would send this poor 
woman or this poor child or this poor man to hell after they viewed the carnage of their 
people? For having done absolutely nothing wrong?" 

So let me just read to you a little bit about this pastor whose name, again, is Carton 
Pearson. I'll start from this paragraph over here, 

"During the 1990s Pearson's church grew to an average attendance of over 
6,000, and in 1997 Pearson was ordained as a bishop. In 2000, Pearson 
campaigned for George W. Bush, and later he was invited to the White 
House. Pearson had one of the most watched TV programs on the Trinity 
Broadcasting Network. Pearson was also the host of the AZUSA 
Conference in Tulsa. Pearson was also a travelling evangelist, holding 
two-day revivals across the continent. Pearson also gave many up and 
coming ministers and singers credibility and a global audience, including 
T. D. Jakes, Joyce Meyer, Donnie McClurkin and many others. Pearson 
has also met and counseled with former Presidents George H. W. Bush 
and Bill Clinton." 

So this man had an audience and he had a great influence and he met with those 
presidents. Now of course, just so that we are very clear: TD Jakes is a modalist so he's 
not even Christian. Joyce Meyer, we know that she's a heretic and Donnie McClurkin has 
some challenges of his own. So I'm not endorsing by any means the ministry of Carlton 
Pearson but yet this is a man who was a singer and who often talked about holding fast to 
Scripture.

Listen to the rest of this, 

"After watching a television program about the wretched conditions of 
people suffering and dying from the genocide in Rwanda, and considering 
the teachings of his church that non-Christians were going to hell, Pearson 
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believed he had received an epiphany from God. He stated publicly that he 
doubted the existence of hell as a place of eternal torment. He said that 
hell is created on earth by human depravity and behavior.

"In February 2002, Pearson lost a primary election for the office of mayor 
of Tulsa. By then Pearson had begun to call his doctrine—a variation on 
universal reconciliation – the 
Gospel of Inclusion and many in his congregation began to leave." 

Praise the Lord for that.

"In March 2004, after hearing Pearson's argument for inclusion, the Joint 
College of African-American Pentecostal Bishops concluded that such 
teaching was heresy. Declared a heretic by his peers, Pearson rapidly 
began to lose his influence. Membership at the Higher Dimensions Family 
Church fell below 1,000, and the church lost its building to foreclosure in 
January 2006. The church members began meeting in the nearby Trinity 
Episcopal Church as the New Dimensions Worship Center." 

The reason I came to be familiar with Carlton Pearson is because I was looking a song up 
on YouTube and it was called "We've Come This Far By Faith." This was a song that I 
would sing when I was part of the American Baptist Church and I love this song. He sang 
a version of that. It was a beautiful version of that but Pearson lost whatever he thought 
his way was. He considered these issues of human suffering. He considered these issues 
of eternal torment in light of human suffering and he concluded that he just couldn't listen 
to or accept what Scripture had to say. If we, likewise are unable to answer the difficult 
questions about human suffering, then we will struggle with God's timing. Let's be very 
clear, if you struggle with God's timing, then you struggle with believing that God is just. 
You absolutely do. So the question of God's timing is to question his justice.

So during this sermon, I want to discuss the situations that bring about suffering and how 
we are to view it. It was the suffering of these Rwandan Tutsis that caused this nationally 
known preacher to doubt the God of the Bible whom he had claimed to know and to 
speak for. Follow his dissent: Carlton Pearson went from a preacher who had bad 
doctrine so I'm not endorsing his doctorine at any point in time, he went from a preacher 
who had bad doctrine to a Universalist saying that everybody has got to find their way to 
heaven eventually because hell is not a place. He went from being a Universalist to a 
Unitarian so he denied the Trinity. He went from being a Universalist Unitarian to being 
an LGBT advocate and forming a church that he called the New Thought Church also, I 
believe, in Tulsa or in Oklahoma. That's the dissent and all of this occurred because he 
considered these difficult questions and he had no answers to them.

So let me give us a working definition of what suffering is. It is an enduring condition or 
circumstance that causes continuing pain and distress to a people or a person. I will repeat 
that: it is an enduring condition or circumstance that causes continuing pain and distress 
to a people or a person. We could all clearly say that the Rwandan Tutsis suffered 
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immensely during the 1990s. The slaughter eventually stopped but if God did intervene, 
then did he arrived too late? We've all heard of the fabled cavalry arriving just in time to 
save but for the Rwandan situation, God, if God was that cavalry, it seems the cavalry 
didn't come on time.

Let me talk to you about somebody else who is in the news this week, Joan Bramhall. We 
all in our personal lives, we're not facing a genocide, however, many of us are facing very 
distressing situations. Just this past week, I think it was on Thursday, Joan Bramhall, a 
member of New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie's transition team was a victim of a 
murder/suicide at the hand of her husband. John, her husband, believed that his 54-year-
old wife was suffering from dementia. It's not clear how long they were married but they 
had a grown daughter who had six children of her own. John Bramhall was suffering and 
said to be under immense stress and pressure during that time and he considered also that 
his wife was suffering. Now, if you know anything about dementia, if you get dementia 
when you're that young, it is going to be a rapid decline and it won't be pretty to watch so 
it's quite possible and likely that John Bramhall, amidst all this suffering, believed that he 
was making a compassionate choice. That might bring it home a little bit more for us that 
we all have situations where it seems that it piles on time and time and time again. When 
you think that you have a little relief and you do get a little relief but only for the event to 
come back or something else to occur that is even more devastating. For this person, John 
Bramhall, the more compassionate choice, I believe he thought, was to kill his wife and 
and then kill himself.

So what are the panoply of circumstances that bring about suffering and let's talk a little 
bit about Christian suffering. There are many and we are to discuss a few of those right 
now so if we could, let's turn to 1 Samuel 3 and we're going to see certainly a situation 
that we're very familiar with and we're going to discuss a little bit of what Eli had to be 
going through at this point in time. So in 1 Samuel 3, just looking starting at verse 10 and 
maybe going down to verse 14, we'll see. It says this. 

10 And the LORD came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, 
Samuel. Then Samuel answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth. 11 And 
the LORD said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at which 
both the ears of every one that heareth it shall tingle. 12 In that day I will 
perform against Eli all things which I have spoken concerning his house: 
when I begin, I will also make an end. 13 For I have told him that I will 
judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his 
sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not. 14 And therefore I 
have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not 
be purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever. 

So Eli was a father who had sons who were completely unbridled and he knew this was a 
sin. This prophecy that we just read of Samuel he told to Eli and what's interesting is that 
as you read the rest of the story, Eli never changed. It's not like he said, "Well, maybe 
God will repent if I but change." It's not like he sought the Lord that's recorded here 
saying, "Lord God, I repent in dust and ashes and in sackcloth. Forgive me," and then 
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tried to correct his sons. What we see is that his sons continued on and ended up really 
terrorizing their own people to a certain extent and doing all kinds of things until God 
judged them with death. Eli then himself suffered an untimely death: being an old man 
of almost 100 years of age when he heard that the Ark of the Covenant was taken from 
Israel and that his people were being slaughtered, he fell back and hit his head, broke his 
neck and he died. But Eli, you can imagine, if you have children who are completely out 
in the woods and they are doing all kinds of horrible things and you're supposed to be a 
godly husband, a godly wife, a godly mother, a godly father, it is a source of pain when 
you see your children fall. It is a source of pain when you see them struggle and them do 
evil things. That woman, Joan Bramhall, who was murdered by her husband, they have a 
daughter who has six kids and at one point in time, they would care for every one of her 
six kids because she struggled with substance abuse. If that is your child, there is some 
suffering you're going through along with that child.

So Eli, if we just think about this from the standpoint of a parent, he was going through 
some things, even though he wasn't doing the right thing. But it was unrepentant sin on 
his part. He never did end up correcting his sons. There are things like that in our lives 
where it was unrepentant sin and the reasons for our suffering, believe it or not, is that 
God is judging that unrepentant sin. It may be that we don't recognize that change is 
needed in circumstances like this, it may just be that we're unwilling as was Eli to make 
the change. We stay in certain conditions, certain circumstances, we'll stay in ungodly 
situations knowing they are ungodly, figuring that we're doing the greater good. Does 
that happen? Has that happened to any of us? Can we always relate to that? We're doing 
something we know that is not the best but we figure we're doing the greater good and so 
when something like that happens, and we are suffering, then it simply may be that God 
is judging the unrepentant sin. 

In some cases, we refuse to change because we consider our problem of little 
significance in light of the changes that we've already made so I've heard people say this 
to me as well, "Well, I used to be a this and a that and then another. Now I'm none of 
those things and and I only do this one little thing, certainly God isn't going to mind." It's 
the Christian way of saying, "Don't take away my last vice. I only have one vice left." 
Right? That's the Christian way of saying that, right? Because a lot of times we hear 
unbelievers say, "I only have one vice left. You're not taken that from me." Like there's a 
right to have a vice, right? But Christians will say, "Well, I used to be a drug addict or a 
used to be a liar or I used to be a thief. I'm none of those things. Yes, I drink socially 
seven nights a week and get tipsy five those nights but that's not a big problem in light of 
all that I used to do." So for those things, God may be judging us for this unrepentant sin 
and we may hold onto our sin in spite of the fact that God has placed people in our lives 
to expose our sin to us. Whatever the particular scenario we have not repented of, God 
will judge it.

If we look at Psalm 6, we see where the Psalmist essentially asks: how long will your 
judgment last? So Psalms 6 reads,

Page 5 of 20



1 O LORD, rebuke me not in thine anger, neither chasten me in thy hot 
displeasure. 2 Have mercy upon me, O LORD; for I am weak: O LORD, 
heal me; for my bones are vexed. 3 My soul is also sore vexed: but thou, O 
LORD, how long? 4 Return, O LORD, deliver my soul: oh save me for 
thy mercies' sake. 5 For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in the 
grave who shall give thee thanks? 6 I am weary with my groaning; all the 
night make I my bed to swim; I water my couch with my tears. 7 Mine eye 
is consumed because of grief; it waxeth old because of all mine enemies. 8 
Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity; for the LORD hath heard the 
voice of my weeping. 9 The LORD hath heard my supplication; the 
LORD will receive my prayer. 10 Let all mine enemies be ashamed and 
sore vexed: let them return and be ashamed suddenly.

So the Psalmist asks the question again: my soul is also sore vexed but thou, O Lord, 
how long? 

Sometimes the suffering that we endure happens even because of sin that we have 
repented of. Let's turn to Psalm 79 and in Psalm 79, we'll just read verses 1-9. It reads,

1 O God, the heathen are come into thine inheritance; thy holy temple 
have they defiled; they have laid Jerusalem on heaps. 2 The dead bodies of 
thy servants have they given to be meat unto the fowls of the heaven, the 
flesh of thy saints unto the beasts of the earth. 3 Their blood have they 
shed like water round about Jerusalem; and there was none to bury them. 4 
We are become a reproach to our neighbours, a scorn and derision to them 
that are round about us. 5 How long, LORD? wilt thou be angry for ever? 
shall thy jealousy burn like fire? 6 Pour out thy wrath upon the heathen 
that have not known thee, and upon the kingdoms that have not called 
upon thy name. 7 For they have devoured Jacob, and laid waste his 
dwelling place. 8 O remember not against us former iniquities: let thy 
tender mercies speedily prevent us: for we are brought very low. 9 Help 
us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of thy name: and deliver us, and 
purge away our sins, for thy name's sake. 

So here you see the people recognize that they have sinned. They recognize that they 
have done evil in the sight of the Lord. They recognize that they have brought shame 
upon his holy name and they have repented of it but yet their suffering continues. So the 
Psalmist here says to the Lord, "How long, Lord, wilt thou be angry?" And that may be 
the case that we find ourselves in as well. In cases like this, we might even begin to 
doubt God's mercy. "God, I sinned. God, I repented. God, your judgment is pressing me 
sore." 

So we wonder and we endure and we cry and we cry out and when situations again like 
this happen, what allows us to maintain? How can we not come out like Carlton Pearson 
where you see the dissent and the dissent continues and continues and continues? How is 
it? I'll tell you that the answer is that you need to have an answer. If you have these 

Page 6 of 20



difficult, tough, hard questions that you don't struggle with, that you don't wrestle with, 
that you don't seek counsel on, that you don't go to God and say, "God, I'm confused. I 
don't know," then sooner or later you'll make a god of your own making, you'll follow a 
god of your own choosing but it won't be the God of the Bible. 

You have to come to terms with the difficult questions. I preached a sermon years ago 
called "The Origin of Sin In You," and it talked about how sin came into being. I got an 
email from a guy who is a theologian in Ireland and he asked me this question, he said, 
"Thank you for that sermon. It really gave me a lot to think about but I have another 
question, how did sin happen in the first place? You told me the origin of sin but now 
what I need to know from you is why sin in the first place? How did it happen in the first 
place?" Those are not easy questions to answer because our God is all good, our God is 
all-knowing, our God is all just, our God is the Creator of everything, so did he create 
sin? Those are not easy questions to answer but they are questions that you have to 
struggle with and you decide to live your life like an ostrich, "I'll bury my head in the 
sand and I won't ever address those questions," then something is going to happen in 
your life that is so unsettling that you won't know how to respond. It's going to cause 
you to question everything you believe in and the mooring that has kept you held fast to 
the dock is going to break, the foundations upon which your house rests are going to 
begin to crumble. You need to come to terms with and struggle with these difficult 
questions.

Another reason why people suffer happens to do with the consequences of our sin. That's 
what some of us are dealing with. For instance, a person may be on his second or thirrd 
marriage. I once went walking through Yosemite Park and I was talking to these two 
ladies I was walking with: one was divorced by her husband and her second son had 
recently died and she only had two children and both of her children were grown; the 
other one was I think divorced at least three times. At least three times, it might have 
been more but at least three times. And the reason for her divorce, she never, ever asked 
her husband's for a divorce, they came to her and said, "We're going to divorce you." 
And so in the cases of this, if the person is on their second or third marriage, it might 
have occurred while they were married to an unbeliever or they might have become 
Christian after they were married but children may be involved. Maybe they're getting 
older and up in age when the divorce occurs so health is an issue and finances are 
involved. They may have confessed this sin before the Lord of having knowingly 
married an unsaved person when they were saved or something to that effect and in that 
case, such a person is forgiven. Right? We're not looking at them and saying, "The Lord 
has not forgiven you," but the consequences of the sin will remain. Paying alimony for 
instance, recovering from costly settlement, raising your children as a single parent. 

There is this one person who I know of and I know more than one person in this 
situation, no children were involved, but no remarriage ever occurred so this person had 
to deal with living life alone. It could've been that both people were Christians when 
they were married but things went... Do you know what I find? Marriage is just one 
example of suffering the consequences of your sin but what I find is that if you are two 
Christians who are married, you don't necessarily have a Christian marriage. If your 
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parents and you both are Christian, you don't necessarily parent in a Christian way. It's 
kind of funny the disconnect that takes place with some of us, with many of us, with all 
of us, until we get it right. We separate things. You know, I go to the Lord and I pray 
every day. I read my Bible several times a week. I go to church most Sundays. Now if 
something happens in the home and I rail at my kid and the Bible never comes into my 
mind. If you've been married more than three seconds, then you know that marriage isn't 
all a high. There are highs and there are lows in marriage. When you're at one of the 
lows and you're dealing with this discord with your spouse, do you ever see how you 
should handle it according to Scripture? There are so many of us where we make this 
separation. "How am I going to handle the stresses of college?" My daughter Bethany is 
going to college and she's going to be starting in September. We have a young lady back 
here, Rachel, who was going for her Ph.D while she's working full time. Okay, do you 
take your situation and you separate them from how you should handle things as a 
daughter of the King? Or as the son of the King? Many times we actually end up doing 
this and when that happens, there are consequences and when that happens, even if we 
repent, it doesn't necessarily remove the consequences.

We all remember David and Bathsheba. David knew what he was doing when he sinned 
with Bathsheba. When Nathan confronted him, what David said was, "I have sinned." I 
have sinned. Did that stop his son from dying? There are consequences to the sin. When 
David numbered all the army in Israel even after Joab came to him and said not to do it, 
the Lord told him he had three punishments to choose from. Also, David had repented. 
Sometimes there are consequences of our sin and that's the reason why we suffer. But 
yet and still, there are yet other reasons. Our suffering could be completely unrelated to 
any sin that we have committed and sometimes those are the hardest things to deal with 
because we'll look and we'll say, if I can say, "It's because when I was younger, I used to 
smoke pot like there was no tomorrow, man, and I did that up until I was in my late 20s 
so I don't think as well as I otherwise would." Okay, I can track my current problem 
back to my previous sin, right? If I can say, "Well, my mother and my father used to call 
me and say Rob, the way that you're raising your children is really way too harsh and 
you really need to do X, Y, Z." My wife could come to me and I blew them all off. Now 
I have three kids who are in and out of jail. I can track that back to my sin, right? If I can 
say that I am now suffering lung cancer because my mother and father smoked all these 
years and my wife was a smoker, I never smoked, at least I can track my disease back to 
something that was done but sometimes you can't track it back to anything. Sometimes 
the suffering just seems to find you. It seems to suck you in and not let you go. It may be 
a disease that you're dealing with like lung cancer when you've never smoked as I just 
gave an example of.

If you go to John 9, there is an example of somebody who suffered most of his days well 
into his adulthood and he began to wonder about that and those around him as well. 
We'll just read verses 1 and 2 of John chapter 9,

1 And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth. 2 
And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his 
parents, that he was born blind?
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So this man was not a young person. This man was not a young person at all. In fact, he 
was an adult, I believe, probably around 40 years of age and he was born blind and had 
lived most of his life, all of his life to that point being blind. He was now begging. What 
a life to live, right? "I need some support so I need to go out and to beg. I cannot work. I 
cannot function. I cannot do X, Y and Z but I'm suffering. Every day I wake up 
suffering." I spoke to a man a while ago and he said, "Rob, you don't know how it is. 
Every time, every waking moment of every day it feels as though my soul is on fire." 
That's what he said to me. So when you look at situations like this, well, what did this 
man do that he's been suffering so many years? Your particular suffering may not be 
physical, it may be that you feel like a social outcast. You may struggle forming normal 
relationships and this struggle can't be traced to an event in your past or in rejection by 
somebody who you really cared about therefore you began to struggle. It just is 
something that occurs. You know, we all talk about David and here's another example 
with him when he was a youth, wasn't he a social outcast in his own family? Wasn't he 
out there in the field when the Prophet Samuel comes by and says to Jesse, "Who are 
your sons?" And Jesse doesn't exclude David, he just doesn't even think of him. It never 
even crossed his mind. It wasn't that he said, "My son isn't worthy," his son mattered so 
little that it never even crossed his mind. How do you think it was growing up in that 
kind of environment where your brothers are all regarded and you are not? I know 
people who struggle socially, who have a tough, tough time forming any kind of normal 
relationship, who wonder if they'll ever be able to form a normal relationship and they 
suffer and it's painful to watch and you can't trace that back to anything that they've 
done. It just seems to happen.

Sometimes suffering that is unrelated to our sin involves us being victimized. Consider 
the young women who were spoken of in Esther. They were selected to be King 
Ahasuerus' concubines. They were beautiful young women who were forced to 
candidate, they didn't ask, to be queen and after that she was removed. They were 
selected and forced to candidate to be queen but were not selected. Having their purity 
taken away by one night with the king, they were forced to live the rest of their lives, the 
rest of their lives, waiting for the few times they would be again selected to be with him 
for a single night. They waited with no hope. Listen to what it says in Esther 2 starting 
from verse 12,

12 Now when every maid's turn was come to go in to king Ahasuerus, 
after that she had been twelve months, according to the manner of the 
women, (for so were the days of their purifications accomplished, to wit, 
six months with oil of myrrh, and six months with sweet odours, and with 
other things for the purifying of the women;) 13 Then thus came every 
maiden unto the king; whatsoever she desired was given her to go with her 
out of the house of the women unto the king's house. 14 In the evening she 
went, and on the morrow she returned into the second house of the 
women, to the custody of Shaashgaz, the king's chamberlain, which kept 
the concubines: she came in unto the king no more, except the king 
delighted in her, and that she were called by name. 
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So what if you were living at the time of Esther and this was you and you were a 16-
year-old or 15-year-old girl and you're selected to be a candidate to be a queen? You 
now have no future. You will live in a house with the other women, concubines, waiting 
for a moment of his time. You might have gotten pregnant so now you have a child but 
no father and you're waiting for just a moment to be called. The child has no uncles or 
aunts that he could communicate with. You have no husband to help you raise the child. 
You're all alone. You have no hope. You are victimized and it wasn't because of 
anything you did.

Let's look at Psalm 13,

1 How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD? for ever? how long wilt thou 
hide thy face from me? 2 How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having 
sorrow in my heart daily? how long shall mine enemy be exalted over me? 
3 Consider and hear me, O LORD my God: lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep 
the sleep of death; 4 Lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed against him; 
and those that trouble me rejoice when I am moved. 

We'll stop there. You just see these things happening and you struggle and you suffer 
and you asked the Lord, "How long?" Yet in other cases, you know why your suffering 
is happening. In cases like this, you might find that you're doing everything you know to 
do in order to serve Jesus. You will find that you read your Bible and you fellowship 
with the saints. You have an active prayer life and you witness regularly. But you might 
find that you are suffering physical threats and even abuse. You might find that you are 
living through the deaths of believing family members and friends who are martyred. 
You might find that you've been laid off right before your wedding because you were 
accused of discrimination for not endorsing homosexual marriage. If you look at Acts 
16, we see where these struggles take place. What we're really saying is that you might 
find that your suffering is due to persecution. Acts 16, starting in verse 16, talking about 
Paul and Silas, I believe,

6 And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed 
with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by 
soothsaying: 17 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These 
men are the servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the way of 
salvation. 18 And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned 
and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come 
out of her. And he came out the same hour. 19 And when her masters saw 
that the hope of their gains was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and drew 
them into the marketplace unto the rulers, 20 And brought them to the 
magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our 
city, 21 And teach customs, which are not lawful for us to receive, neither 
to observe, being Romans. 22 And the multitude rose up together against 
them: and the magistrates rent off their clothes, and commanded to beat 
them. 23 And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them 
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into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely: 24 Who, having 
received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made their 
feet fast in the stocks. 

So for saying, "What thus saith the Lord?" These men were targeted. For saying, "What 
thus the saith the Lord?" These men were persecuted. These men were beaten. These 
men had all which they possessed taken away. These men were reviled. These men were 
spoken against. Has that ever happened to you? Maybe you haven't been beaten or 
thrown into jail but I can certainly tell you of times on the job where I was targeted 
because I was a Christian. I can tell you of the time specifically and my wife will tell you 
too where I was working a job and when it came out that I did not believe that all souls 
were going to heaven, they hired somebody and they told this somebody, "Your job is to 
fire him. Find a way to fire him." Has that ever happened to you? Have other things 
happened to you, the younger ones among us, where your friends on the baseball team 
find out that you actually believe that the Bible is true so they make fun of you all the 
time? Where they expect that you'll be a cheater like they are when you are not, then 
they target you and say, "Well, maybe we'll jump her after school." These are real things. 
They'll find you and they'll persecute you because you are living a life separate and unto 
God. It's not because of any sin that you've done, it's because of the right that you've 
done. Then you look at that and you'll say, "Wow, it feels as though God has abandoned 
me." You might find that you're doing everything right in the ministry, you're preaching 
the word of God, you have a Bible study, you're doing what you need to do but now the 
ministry seems to be failing and you say, "Lord, where are you? I thought I was 
following what you wanted me to do?"

Let's look at Psalm 35 and will see just how far we get today. Psalm 35,

1 Plead my cause, O LORD, with them that strive with me: fight against 
them that fight against me. 2 Take hold of shield and buckler, and stand up 
for mine help. 3 Draw out also the spear, and stop the way against them 
that persecute me: say unto my soul, I am thy salvation. 4 Let them be 
confounded and put to shame that seek after my soul: let them be turned 
back and brought to confusion that devise my hurt. 5 Let them be as chaff 
before the wind: and let the angel of the LORD chase them. 6 Let their 
way be dark and slippery: and let the angel of the LORD persecute them. 7 
For without cause have they hid for me their net in a pit, which without 
cause they have digged for my soul. 8 Let destruction come upon him at 
unawares; and let his net that he hath hid catch himself: into that very 
destruction let him fall. 9 And my soul shall be joyful in the LORD: it 
shall rejoice in his salvation. 10 All my bones shall say, LORD, who is 
like unto thee, which deliverest the poor from him that is too strong for 
him, yea, the poor and the needy from him that spoileth him? 11 False 
witnesses did rise up; they laid to my charge things that I knew not. 12 
They rewarded me evil for good to the spoiling of my soul. 13 But as for 
me, when they were sick, my clothing was sackcloth: I humbled my soul 
with fasting; and my prayer returned into mine own bosom. 14 I behaved 
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myself as though he had been my friend or brother: I bowed down heavily, 
as one that mourneth for his mother. 15 But in mine adversity they 
rejoiced , and gathered themselves together: yea, the abjects gathered 
themselves together against me, and I knew it not; they did tear me, and 
ceased not: 16 With hypocritical mockers in feasts, they gnashed upon me 
with their teeth. 17 Lord, how long wilt thou look on? rescue my soul from 
their destructions, my darling from the lions. 

"Lord, I was doing everything right. I was even ministering to these unbelievers and in 
return they have destroyed me and you've watched." It seems like that sometimes and we 
almost stand accusing a righteous God. But in those times, what do you do? When you 
think on this, you may conclude that God was too late if he arrived at all. How do we 
respond to God who missed our suffering when we feel that he did not come to our 
rescue or he did not come on time? Let me just read a little bit of Habakkuk 1. We'll see 
a little bit about what God has to say about this. Habakkuk 1,

1 The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see. 2 O LORD, how long 
shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear! even cry out unto thee of violence, and 
thou wilt not save! 3 Why dost thou shew me iniquity, and cause me to 
behold grievance? for spoiling and violence are before me: and there are 
that raise up strife and contention. 4 Therefore the law is slacked, and 
judgment doth never go forth: for the wicked doth compass about the 
righteous; therefore wrong judgment proceedeth. 

This is God speaking,

5 Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and wonder marvellously: for 
I will work a work in your days, which ye will not believe, though it be 
told you. 6 For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, 
which shall march through the breadth of the land, to possess the 
dwellingplaces that are not theirs. 7 They are terrible and dreadful: their 
judgment and their dignity shall proceed of themselves. 8 Their horses 
also are swifter than the leopards, and are more fierce than the evening 
wolves: and their horsemen shall spread themselves, and their horsemen 
shall come from far; they shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat. 9 They 
shall come all for violence: their faces shall sup up as the east wind, and 
they shall gather the captivity as the sand. 10 And they shall scoff at the 
kings, and the princes shall be a scorn unto them: they shall deride every 
strong hold; for they shall heap dust, and take it. 11 Then shall his mind 
change, and he shall pass over, and offend, imputing this his power unto 
his god. 

This is now Habakkuk speaking,

12 Art thou not from everlasting, O LORD my God, mine Holy One? we 
shall not die. O LORD, thou hast ordained them for judgment; and, O 
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mighty God, thou hast established them for correction. 13 Thou art of 
purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity: wherefore 
lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously, and holdest thy tongue 
when the wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous than he? 

God, why aren't you doing something?

14 And makest men as the fishes of the sea, as the creeping things, that 
have no ruler over them? 15 They take up all of them with the angle, they 
catch them in their net, and gather them in their drag: therefore they 
rejoice and are glad. 16 Therefore they sacrifice unto their net, and burn 
incense unto their drag; because by them their portion is fat, and their meat 
plenteous. 17 Shall they therefore empty their net, and not spare 
continually to slay the nations?

"God, you're watching his destruction. These people aren't speaking for you, they're 
speaking against you and you're watching." But what Habakkuk is told by the Lord with 
regards to these nations is that they don't know when their destruction is coming nigh. 

So as we now begin to answer the question a little bit, understand this: while all these 
things that we spoke of are happening, God is not idle. It's not as though God is sitting 
down and he just has no particulate time plan; he doesn't really know what's going on; 
he's impotent and can't do anything or can't act or that he doesn't care or that he's too 
busy. God is doing something. There is a book that I have at home that is called, "God 
Works the Night Shift" so when we think that God is not doing anything, God is at work. 
When we think that God is just simply observing and that he's not involved in the 
situation at all, God is very much involved and connected. 

What God began to tell Habakkuk is that he has a plan for these people who are 
persecuting his own. That's what he begins to tell Habakkuk. We'll read a little bit more 
about that in a minute but if we even look at what it says in John 11 with regard to the 
death of Lazarus and when we're talking about this time of God and is God too late? 
What were the words of Martha to Jesus? "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died. Lord, you came. I'm happy you came but you're a little bit late." 
Sometimes we really think that's what's going on but if you recall back what happened in 
John 11, Jesus said that he wanted to get there after Lazarus had died. So Martha is 
sitting there and she's seeing her brother decline, Mary is seeing her brother decline and 
they are wondering what's going on and they are hoping that Jesus is going to come. 
They know he's on his way but they don't know that he's doing a work. So when he does 
arrive, her words to him were, "Lord, if you had been here. If you had been here my 
brother would not have died." 

Let's turn to Revelation 6, for we see things are happening and sometimes really what 
ends up happening is that people die having not received or not having received any 
salvation. If you look at Revelation 6, just reading verses 9-11,
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9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of 
them that were slain for the word of God, 

They had suffered the ultimate, they had been martyred.

and for the testimony which they held: 10 And they cried with a loud 
voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and 
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 11 And white robes 
were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they 
should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their 
brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.

So sometimes we see what God is doing and we don't understand it and what we say to 
him is, "Lord, how long? Aren't you going to avenge me? I've read your word. I know 
your word. Your word is true so why isn't something happening?" And the word to these 
saints who are now in glory who were saying, "Lord, how long?" is, "Not yet. There is a 
work that I'm doing." 

We find even in the book of Hebrews that many times death will come before 
deliverance. In chapter 11, verse 13, 

13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having 
seen them afar off, 

They died not having received the promise, that's the first part of the verse. Going on in 
verse 32, the writer says,

32 And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of 
Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and 
Samuel, and of the prophets:  33Who through faith subdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 
Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of 
weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the 
armies of the aliens. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again: 
and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain 
a better resurrection: 36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and 
scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: 37 They were 
stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: 
they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, 
afflicted, tormented; 38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they 
wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 
39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not 
the promise.
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They died but they weren't delivered from their circumstances. Sometimes we see that 
the wicked prosper as we spoke about and it may even seem that others are blessed. In 
Psalm 73:1-3. It starts off, Asaph says,

1 Truly God is good to Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart. 

So God is good. He does good things to a lot of folks but guess what,

2 But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had well nigh 
slipped. 

"God takes care of all those other folks and he blesses them, but me, it seems as though 
he's not blessing me,"

3 For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the 
wicked. 

"So other Christians he'll bless, the wicked he'll bless, but it seems that for me, things 
just don't ever go right. It seems that as for me, my suffering doesn't ever end. My 
challenges are unrelenting and only accumulate. If I get rid of one, that's because tne 
more take their place."

But what we need to understand from the little bit that we read in Habakkuk is that the 
God that we serve is an on time God. I just want us to know that. The God we serve is an 
on time God. There was this singer in 1994, her name was Dottie Peoples. She's still 
around and she wrote a song called, "He's An On Time God." The words when 
something like this,

"He's in on time God, yes he is,
He's an on time God, oh yes he is, 
Job said he may not come when you want him, 
But he'll be there right on time. 
I'll tell you, he's in on time God, yes he is."

When we can't see straight, what we need to hold onto is what we know: what we know 
about God; what we know from reading this Scripture; what we see that God is at work 
when we don't think he is. That when a family member dies suddenly, completely 
unexpected, through no fault of their own, God is at work. When we find out that we 
have some disease where we might not die but our lives will forever be altered, we have 
to get some body-changing operation, God is at work. When we've been laid off for the 
fourth time in a row, God is at work. When the friends that we had have now all left us 
because we profess Christ and we can't find a church home, God is at work. And he is an 
on time God. He's never late. The song continues,

"You can ask the 5,000 hungry souls he fed,
On the banks of the river with two fish and five loaves of bread,
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What a miracle he performed for the multitude,
Or what he did way back then he'll do today for me and you,
Because he's an on time God."

Go back to Habakkuk and you can see a beautiful response that God gave Habakkuk as 
he questioned God's timing. Go to chapter 2 and just reading the first four verses, 
Habakkuk says,

1 I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch 
to see what he will say unto me, and what I shall answer when I am 
reproved. 

That's interesting, right? Habakkuk pours his soul out to God but he is smart enough and 
in tune with God enough to know that he's about to be rebuked. I like that. So, "I'm just 
going to listen to see what God says when I am reproved," but the learning thing that we 
need to get from this is that he went to God with his grievances, he went to God with his 
concerns, he went to God with his confusion even when he knew he was going to be 
rebuked and there's comfort in that because he knew he was going to be answered. So 
this is what God says,

2 And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it 
plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it. 3 For the vision is yet for 
an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, 
wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. 4 Behold, his soul 
which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith. 

God says to Habakkuk, "I have a plan and there is a timetable for my plan and I'm an on 
time God. You may not think so. You may not see it but I'm an on time God." In the 
meantime, when you are confused and when you don't know what's going on and you're 
wondering, "The just shall live by his faith. Trust in what you know about me." I'm not 
preaching a sermon today where I'm telling you all the answers. listen to this formula 
and if you have this situation, then look here, if you have this situation then look here 
and if you have this situation is happening...what I'm here to tell you this morning is that 
I don't have all the answers but I know where to find them and when you can't find them 
in the Scripture, then you have found them in God's character. God is faithful. God is 
just. God is who he claims to be. God doesn't change. God cares for you. God loves you. 
God sent his Son to die for you. His Son has risen from the dead and is sitting at the 
right hand of the Father. His Son is coming back again in glory and in power for you. 
His Son has created mansions in heaven for you. His Son has created a kingdom for you. 
God is going to bring you unto himself. He has declared this. He says that he knows your 
sorrows and he does care. He is not slack. I can tell you that with certainty. I can tell you 
that with conviction. I can tell you that through experience. The God we serve is an on 
time God.

Let's read the conclusion to some of the verses that we read. Let's go to the book of 
Psalms and we'll start at chapter 6 in the book of the Psalms. Let's read the conclusion of 
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some of these verses that we've read as these people were suffering and as these people 
were wondering what was going on. There were some things that they did that we need 
to understand and do the same. If you look at chapter 6 of the book of Psalms and look at 
verse 9 it says,

9 The LORD hath heard my supplication; the LORD will receive my 
prayer. 

Know that God hears you. That's the first thing you need to start off with. This God that 
you think is so far away, who you think might have forgotten you, he hears you. Go to 
chapter 13, verse 6. It says here,

6 I will sing unto the LORD, because he hath dealt bountifully with me. 

Recognize what God has already done in your life, how God has already preserved you, 
how he has already lifted you back up onto your feet and praise him. You can't be 
accusing God and praising him at the same time. You can't be saying, "God, you're late," 
but saying, "God, you've dealt bountifully with me," at the same time. You might go 
through those valleys when you say, "God, I think that you've been late," but come out 
and say, "God, you've dealt bountifully with me." Praise his name.

Go to Psalm 35 and just look at what it says here in verse 18,

18 I will give thee thanks in the great congregation

Again, this is the Psalm wherein he was talking about how he did all the right things and 
folks were doing bad things against him. He says,

18 I will give thee thanks in the great congregation: I will praise thee 
among much people. 

What do you do when things aren't going right? Do you know that there is so much 
power in praise? Do you know why there is so much power in praise? Because you take 
the focus off yourself and put it where it belongs, on God. Do you know why there is so 
much power in praise? Because you think on those things which are profitable. Going 
back to what it says in Philippians. You have so much power in praise because you then 
begin to bask in the security that you have in your God. So what you see here is that the 
Psalmist praises God. 

Go to Psalm 73. We just read about Asaph and about how Asaph was saying, "I think 
that everybody else is doing fine but, God, you kind of seem to have forgotten about 
me." In verse 23 and onward it says this,

23 Nevertheless I am continually with thee: thou hast holden me by my 
right hand. 24 Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward 
receive me to glory. 
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He goes on to say,

25 Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I 
desire beside thee. 26 My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the 
strength of my heart, and my portion for ever. 27 For, lo, they that are far 
from thee shall perish: thou hast destroyed all them that go a whoring from 
thee. 28 But it is good for me to draw near to God: I have put my trust in 
the Lord GOD, that I may declare all thy works. 

So understand this: that God is also a just God. He'll destroy all of those that go off a 
whoring from him. Understand this: that it says that God is the one who is your strength 
and your portion for ever. Understand this: put your trust in the Lord that you may 
declare all his works. So while nothing is going right, put your trust in the Lord and 
witness of him. Praise him. Witness of him. Get to know his character and hold fast in 
those things that you've been taught.

If you look at what it says in Acts 16, we'll jump ahead to Acts 16 and we'll just look at 
verse 25. We're talking about people being persecuted for doing all the right things. Acts 
16:25, this is what we read,

25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed , and sang praises unto God: and 
the prisoners heard them. 

So while they're in shackles and while they are chained, after they had been beaten and 
they were put in the inner prison, what did they do? They didn't say, "Lord, I'll praise 
you when I'm out." They said, it says here at midnight Paul and Silas did what? They 
prayed. Not only did they pray at midnight but they sang praises unto God and they 
weren't muffled and singing under their breath saying, "This is a private thing between 
you and me," they sang it and everybody heard. He bold in your faith. Be bold in your 
trust. Let people know who's keeping you up when you've been knocked down. Let them 
know who lifted you up. Let them know why you can smile when nothing seems to go 
right. Let them know where your security is. Let them know what your future is. Let 
them know who Jesus Christ is.

In conclusion, I can't present you with all the whys and the wherefores for every 
situation but I can tell you that you are not alone in your suffering or in your distress. 

We didn't go here before but in Exodus 3, as God is thinking about the suffering of his 
people in Exodus 3, as the Israelites are under subjugation to the Egyptians and mean 
and horrible things are being done to them, what it says is here in chapter 3, verse 7,

7 And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people 
which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their 
taskmasters; for I know their sorrows.
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I have seen, I have heard and I know. So God looks at you in whatever you're dealing 
with, however long you've been suffering, however long you've been enduring and he 
says to you, "I have seen. I have heard. And I know your sorrows."

To question God's timing is indeed to question God's justice. There are times in all of 
our lives when we are faced with suffering and where we contemplate the sufferings of 
others. How we face these times is determined by our view of God. Our view of God 
needs to be shaped by what he has told us. If we reject the comfort of the truth, then we 
spiral toward error and unbelief. Believe God and know he is intimately aware of your 
sorrows and your sufferings and know that he cares and is working a work. He's not idle. 
He's working a work through your pain.

The last thing that we're going to read is in 1 Corinthians 10, beginning in verse 6,

6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust 
after evil things, as they also lusted. 

Let me pause to say: this is what happens when you seek for other solutions and other 
gods and you reject the truth. You lust after other things and that's what happened. These 
people were wandering around and they were wondering too long, things were too 
rough, life was too difficult and so what happened? They lusted after evil things.

7 Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The 
people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. 

So they said, "Okay, what can we do to deal with our troubles? We'll live 
hedonistically."

8 Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell 
in one day three and twenty thousand. 9 Neither let us tempt Christ, as 
some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. 10 Neither 
murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the 
destroyer. 11 Now all these things happened unto them for examples: and 
they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are 
come. 12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he 
fall. 13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: 
but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are 
able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may 
be able to bear it. 

The God that we serve is an on time God. The God that we serve is working a work 
through your suffering. The God that we serve says, "You'll get to know me better 
through this," and what we need to do is make sure we hold fast to everything that we've 
learned about him. If we don't, then all of these people that we've read about who God 
has put down in this book to be our examples, we'll do likewise. "Let him that standeth 
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take heed lest he fall." Take heed. This is the word of the Lord and his words are 
precious in our sight.

Let us pray.

God our Father in heaven, we just thank you for your message. We ask, Father, that this  
would be an encouragement to one or to all. We just ask, Lord, that you would deal with  
us in the areas that we need to be dealt with, that we would be corrected where 
correction is needed, that we would grow where growth is needed. Lord, we all know 
that we are imperfect Christians. We are imperfect as children of yours and we look to 
you for that correction and that guidance. Father God, we are comforted to know that 
you are always at work. We are comforted to know that you are not slack. We are 
comforted to know that you hear and that you see and that you know our sorrows. We 
are comforted to know that you are not sitting idly by but you have a plan and your plan 
will be worked to perfection. So we thank you, Father, for these life-giving, 
encouraging, edifying words. We pray these things in the name of our Savior who is our 
Lord, who is our God, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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