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[070917-1] Luke Series, Luke chapter 9, vss 18-22, The Christ of God and 
Reconciling the Resurrection Accounts – Craig Thurman 

 
Parallel Scriptures: Mt.16.13-20; Mk. 8.27-33 
 
18 ¶  And it came to pass,  
Mk.8.27 ¶  And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the        towns    of Caesarea Philippi:  
                                                                                             Mt.16.13 coasts 

 
This is Israel’s northernmost territory. 

 
as he was alone praying, his disciples were with him: and he asked them, saying, 
Whom say the people              that I am? 
                                                Mt.16.13 … that I the Son of man am? 

 
The question is not because the Lord Jesus does not know what the people 
are saying of Him, or that he does not know what His disciples knew of Him.  
But He does know that they are aware of the great contradiction there is 
between what they thought and what the masses thought.  And by this 
question He may tell them how it is that they came to know Jesus in the 
way that they have. 
 
It was true then in mainstream Judaism, and it is true today in mainstream 
Christendom that popular opinion is exactly that, opinion.  Mainstream 
Christendom contradicts the truth of the Word of God.  For example, the 
popular error of Christ’s death on Friday and resurrection on Sunday; the 
so-called Christian holidays, Christmas and Easter (Perhaps we need to 
include Valentines Day and Halloween. It is true that some of the churches 
with which we are familiar observe these days as a congregation.  It was 
enough that individual members observed these day, but it’s a sad day 
when a church has incorporated these pagan festivals into their services.); 
the mode of baptism (what it does; to whom it applies, and how it is to be 
applied); the Lord’s Supper (what it is, what it does, and who should 
partake of it); and here a very significant church truth.  
 
Popular Christianity contradicts the small flocks of Christ that are salted in 
the earth.  This is the rule, not the exception.  A word of caution: some 
brethren, because of the lack of diligence, have become diluted in sound 
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doctrine because of the fellowship they keep.  There is nothing harmful 
about the fellowship I keep until I begin to compromise truth in order to 
keep fellowship.   

 
18 Καὶ ἐγένετο ἐν τῷ εἶναι αὐτὸν προσευχόμενον κατὰμόνας, συνῆσαν 
αὐτῷ οἱ μαθηταί καὶ ἐπηρώτησεν αὐτοὺς λέγων, Τίνα με λέγουσιν οἱ ὄχλοι 
εἶναι 
 

19  They answering said, John the Baptist; but some say, Elias; and others say, 
that one of the old prophets is risen again. 
Mt.16.14 …and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 

 
again, Not meaning that one of the old prophets had in fact been raised 
from the dead, but it is true that the popular religious opinion was that a 
prophet could be raised to life again to judge them.  Recently we read that 
Herod thought this very thing. 
  

Mt 14:2  And said unto his servants, This is John the Baptist; he is 
risen from the dead; and therefore mighty works do shew forth 
themselves in him. 

 
19 οἱ δὲ ἀποκριθέντες εἶπον, Ἰωάννην τὸν βαπτιστήν ἄλλοι δὲ Ἠλίαν ἄλλοι 
δὲ ὅτι προφήτης τις τῶν ἀρχαίων ἀνέστη 
 

20  He said unto them, But whom say ye that I am? Peter answering said, The 
Christ of God. 
 
Mt.16.16 … Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
17  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 
18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it. 

 
We will consider the text of Mt.16.16-18.   
 
The question of our Lord Jesus opens the opportunity to teach the disciples 
how it is that they were able to conclude this significant truth concerning 
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Jesus.  How did Peter and these few disciples come to know the truth of 
their Lord Jesus, that so many did not?   
 
All truth is revealed at the sole discretion of God.  Spiritual conclusions are 
not the result of the exercise of human intellect.  God and His truth cannot 
be discovered through natural reason.  Only when He manifests Himself can 
He be found, and only when He illumines our minds can we know His 
truths.   

 
Job 11:7  Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out 
the Almighty unto perfection? 
 
Ec 3:11  He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: also he hath 
set the world [or eternity, or perhaps by the context, the infinite 
scope of the world] in their heart, so that no man can find out the 
work that God maketh from the beginning to the end. 
 
Ps 139:6  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot 
attain unto it. 
 

Not only can men not come to the knowledge of God without the will of 
God, but they can’t so much as come to Christ without the Father’s will. 
  

Joh 6:44  No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent 
me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. 

 
Thanks be to God that He brings any to Christ.  In our sin-fallen state, not 
only can no man come to Christ, but none would come were it not for the 
eternal love of the Father. 
  
It is the will of God which determines whether a man will know Him and His 
truths.  Beyond question God chooses to whom He will reveal Himself. 
 

Jn.14.16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 
17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because 
it seeth him not (beyond human perception), neither knoweth him 
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(beyond human intellect): but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, 
and shall be in you.   
 

Because the Spirit is beyond human perception and intellect 
the world is not able to receive Him; therefore the perception 
and knowledge of God is only by Divine revelation. 

 
1Jo 5:20  And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given 
us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are 
in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, 
and eternal life. 
 
Mt 11:27  All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man 
knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the 
Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him. 
 
1Co 2:9  But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him. 
… 
14  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: 
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned. 
 

Peter came to a wonderful conclusion which was the result of the will of 
the Heavenly Father to reveal it to Him. 
  

Mt.16.17  … for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but 
my Father which is in heaven. 

 

The children of God ought to come to the truths of His Word.  I believe it is 
the will of God that His children grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ.  
It is this same Peter which encourages the saints to this end.  (2Pe.3.18)  
Jesus said, 
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Mr 4:11  … Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of 
God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in 
parables … 

 
But many children of God have stunted their growth in both the grace of 
knowledge of Jesus Christ because they choose to live in disobedience? 
Why should we know doctrine when we have not committed ourselves to 
living for Christ?  The truths of Christ are for those who have a living 
interest in the things of God.  Comfort in Christ and His Word come to those 
who will walk with Him. 
 

In a type it was shown in the two walking unknowingly on the road to 
Emmaus with Christ: 
Lu 24:32  And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within 
us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the 
scriptures? 
 
Like to that, when we walk with Christ we have confidence: 
1Jn.3.18  My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; 
but in deed and in truth. 
19  And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our 
hearts before him. 
 
Ro 15:4  For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written 
for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope. 

 
A younger brother came to me and said, ‘I feel empty and broken.’  Not 
without love and care for his soul I said to him, ‘Thank God that you feel 
empty and broken!  You know where you ought to be, and you know how 
you ought to live and until you come to this place again you can expect 
nothing but more of the same.’  Brethren, there is something terribly wrong 
when we aren’t comfortable around the saints of God. We must feel empty 
and broken until we come to the place where we begin to follow after 
Christ again.  Peter knew who Jesus was and He followed Him.  He was 
putting off the old man, and putting away the world because he 
understood the how much God loved him by Jesus Christ.  How much we 
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depend upon God’s choice to reveal Christ and His Word to our hearts even 
since we first believed.  Children of God should earnestly desire to know 
Him more.  The Psalmist said, 
 

Ps.61.1 ¶  « To the chief Musician upon Neginah, A Psalm of David. » 
Hear my cry, O God; attend unto my prayer. 
2  From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is 
overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 
3  For thou hast been a shelter for me, and a strong tower from the 
enemy. 

 
That Jesus is the Christ of God means that He is the anointed One of God.  
He has received the Spirit without measure, unlike any man before or after 
Him.   
 

Joh 3:34  For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for 
God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him. 

 
God vested in His only begotten Son His sole authority to do His holy will in 
the earth.   
 

Is.66.1 ¶  The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD 
hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent 
me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to them that are bound … 
… 
8  For I the LORD love judgment, I hate robbery for burnt offering; and 
I will direct their work in truth, and I will make an everlasting 
covenant with them. 

 
While there have been those who were anointed (We are, 1Jn.2.20), Jesus 
received the fullness of the Spirit being, not a son, but the Son of God. 
 

Jn.1.32  And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending 
from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. 
33  And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, 
the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit 
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descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth 
with the Holy Ghost. 
34  And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. 
 

The eternal Son came to us.  And this is the great confession of Peter.  Jesus 
is that blessed Son of God.  It is the understanding of this confession which 
is the line of demarcation between truth and error, the Christ and 
antichrist, the sheep and the goats, life and death, glory and perdition.   
 

1Jn.2.21  I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, 
but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 
22  Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is 
antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. 
23  Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) 
he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also. 
24  Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the 
beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall 
remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father. 
 
1Jo 5:1  Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: 
and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is 
begotten of him. 

  
The Lord Jesus opened this discussion with the disciples with the question: 
‘Whom say the people that I am?’ and ‘Whom say ye that I am?’ (v.13) The 
correct answer, which was by Divine revelation, was, ‘Thou art the Christ.’  
(vss.16, 17) 
 

Mt.16.18  And I say also unto thee,  
 

All this means is, that as the Father revealed a great truth to 
you, so now also do I. Jesus will now reveal a great truth to 
Peter. 

 
This verse is a compound statement.  The two statements are:   
 

1.  Thou art Peter is the first statement, and, 



The Gospel According to Luke Series 

8 
 

 
Thou art Peter … rightly called so, for the statement that Peter 
made, the boldness with which he have stated it. 

 
Jn.1.42  And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus 
beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: 
thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation 
(from which we have the English word hermeneutic, 
e[rmhneu<etai), A stone (pe<troj). (Cephas, Aramaic 

[xpAyk2, phonetically, kay-pha] for Peter) 

 
There is no doubt that Peter was like a rock in that he could be 
an occasion for stumbling and offense (Mt.16.23; Mt.26.35; 
Gal.2.13 ), or manifest some great truth, do some great work.  
(Mt.14.28, walking on water; Mt.16.16, the great confession; 
Jn.6.68, thou hast the words of life; Acts 1.15, Peter’s 
discerning the will of God concerning Iscariot and the need to 
appoint another to the apostolic office; Acts 5.15, the passing 
of Peter’s shadow was used of the Lord to heal) 

 
2.   Upon this rock I will build my church constitutes the second 
statement.   
 

This statement begins with the prepositional phrase upon this 
rock. This phrase functions as an adverb, not an adjective.  An 
adverb modifies a verb, adjective, or another adverb, but an 
adjective modifies a noun or pronoun.   

 
A prepositional phrase functioning as an adjective: 

Joe is the student with the highest grade. ("with 
the highest grade" modifies "student.") 

 
A prepositional phrase functioning as an adverb: 

Jill put her bird in its cage. ("in its cage" modifies 
the verb "put.") 
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This phrase, upon this rock has no relationship to Peter. If this 
phrase was functioning as an adjective it should read, ‘Thou art 
Peter upon this rock, and I will build my church.’  This would 
tell us which Peter.  But we don’t need to know which Peter.  
The discussion concerns who they say Jesus is.  Because this 
phrase is an adverb it modifies the verb will build.  This 
statement can read and say the same thing: 

 
I will build upon this rock my church. and, 
I will build my church upon this rock. 

 
An adverb tells us how, when, where, or to what extent.  In this 
case we are told where Jesus will build his church. 

 
Mt.7.24  Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, 
which built his house upon a rock επι την πετραν: 
25  And the rain descended, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell 
not: for it was founded upon a rock. (Being built upon a 
rock and being founded are synonymous terms.) 

 
Mt 7:26  And every one that heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish 
man, which built his house upon the sand επι την αμμον 
… 

 
In other words, Jesus said He would build His church upon this 
rock, which is Christ. The church would be founded upon the 
Christ of God.  Brethren, we can’t get this wrong without 
suffering great doctrinal and practical error.  Some of the 
difficulty is because Christ very rarely refers to Himself directly.  
Almost always, He refers to Himself in the third person. His 
speech is designed to keep those in the dark from knowing 
Him, and lead those to whom the Father has revealed the Son 
into more light. 
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i.e. 3rd person as the Son of man: 
Lu 5:24  But that ye may know that the Son of man hath 
power upon earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick 
of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy 
couch, and go into thine house.  
 
i.e. 3rd person as the Son of God: 
Joh 3:18  He that believeth on him is not condemned: but 
he that believeth not is condemned already, because he 
hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son 
of God. 

 
As far as I could find Jesus made a direct reference to Himself 
as the Son of man once.  (Mt.16.13)  Otherwise, as the Son of 
man, He always referred to Himself in the third person.  Only 
once directly as the Son of God (cf. Mk.16.61; [Jn.10.36, is only 
a general reference to being a son as children of God are]), and 
only once as the Christ. (cf. also, Mk.14.61) 

 
Mr 14:61  But he held his peace, and answered nothing. 
Again the high priest asked him, and said unto him, Art 
thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed? 
62  And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man 
sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven. 

 
There should be no question that the church Jesus built is 
founded upon the fact that He is the Christ of God.  The whole 
discussion is based on this point.  This is the very issue which 
resulted in His rejection of the leaders of Israel and the nation. 

 
Jn.10.24  Then came the Jews round about him, and said 
unto him, How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou 
be the Christ, tell us plainly. 
25  Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: 
the works that I do in my Father’s name, they bear 
witness of me. 
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26  But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, 
as I said unto you. (cf. Mk.14.61; Lk.22.66) 

 
The churches of our Lord are called Christian churches.  Who 
would deny that they are founded upon Jesus Christ, the Son 
of the living God?  It is the truth which distinguishes the true 
churches from every other false church and religion in the 
earth.  There is no church which is not founded on the Christ of 
God.  Jesus did not build any other church.   

 
Ro 16:16  Salute one another with an holy kiss. The 
churches of Christ salute you. 

 
To be His we must have the Spirit of Christ.  Being in one of His 
true churches we are in the body of Christ. (1Co.12.27) As such 
we have the mind of Christ. (1Co.2.16)  Our bodies are the 
members of Christ and we do not have the liberty to live apart 
from His will.  (1Co.6.15)  The gospel which we preach is the 
gospel of Christ.  (1Co.9.12) We are followers of Christ.  
(1Co.11.1) The head of every man is Christ.  (1Co.11.3)  We 
forgive one another in the Person of Christ. (2Co.2.10) There is 
the judgment seat of Christ before which we shall all stand one 
day.  (2Co.5.10)  We are to be meek and gentle to one another 
in Christ.  (2Co.10.1) There are the apostles of Christ. 
(2Co.11.13) There are the ministers of Christ.  (2Co.11.23) 
There are the servants of Christ.  (Gal.1.10)  The truth of Christ. 
(2Co.11.10) There is the power of Christ.  (2Co.12.10)  There is 
the proof Christ speaking through us.  (2Co.13.3)  There is the 
grace of Christ.  (Gal.1.6)  There is the faith of Christ.  (Gal.2.16) 
There is the law of Christ and the cross of Christ.  (Gal.6.2, 12)  
The blood of Christ; mystery of Christ; riches of Christ. 
(Eph.2.13; 3.4, 8) The love of Christ; the gift of Christ; the 
fulness of Christ.  (Eph.4.7, 12, 13) The kingdom of Christ; the 
day of Christ work of Christ; knowledge of Christ. (Eph.5.5; 
Phl.1.10; 2.30; 3.8)  The millennial reign of Christ … and more! 
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Christ has a church; and these are His special people.  The 
world shall be judged by the manner in which they treated 
Christ’s people.  Rejecting the Christ’s people is to reject Him.   

  
Mr 9:41  For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to 
drink in my name, because ye belong to Christ, verily I 
say unto you, he shall not lose his reward. 

 
Mt 10:40  He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he 
that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. 

 
Our Lord Jesus told Peter that ‘… I will build my church …’  This has no 
reference to the origination of the church, but as we have already read of 
the wise man which built his house upon a rock, it has to do with founding 
His church upon this rock: that He is the Christ of God.  There should be no 
doubt that Jesus started His church during His earthly ministry. 
  

Ps 22:22  I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the 
congregation (LXX, e]kklhsia) will I praise thee. 

 
Mt 26:30  And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the 
mount of Olives.  
 
Eph 5:25  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it … 
 

The church existed prior to the appointing of the twelve to their apostolic 
office. 
 

Lu 6:13  And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of 
them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles … 
 
A church has to preexist before someone can be set in it: 
1Co 12:28  And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, 
secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts 
of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. 
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… and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. Gates can be the place of 
authority. It is where the rulers of the city sit and make judgment.  
(Ge.19.1; Ex.32.26; Deu.22.15; Dan.2.49)  In this case those who are in 
authority, in places of rulership would bring against the churches of Christ 
the threat of death.  Hell is the Greek, %!dhj, hadees or hades. That is to 

threaten with death the saints of God, and even bring into the state of 
death. (cf.Lk.16.23, and in hell he lift up his eyes …; Acts 2.27, Because thou 
will not leave my soul in hell; 31, that his soul was not left in hell …)  And so 
also, to be brought to the grave.  (cf. 1Co.15.55; Re.1.18; 20.13, 14)  Such 
opposition cannot prevail against the churches of Jesus Christ.  While the 
member of churches suffer death being brought to the grave, no power in 
heaven or earth can prevail against the churches of Jesus Christ so that they 
cease to exist on this earth.  The churches have the promise of Christ that 
the churches cannot cease to exist in the earth.  No power can stand 
against the power of God. 
  

The idea that the gates of hells refers to demons arising out of the pit 
of hell has no biblical basis.  The Bible show that the demons fell 
from an heavenly realm and that they have not yet been sent to their 
eternal punishment.  There is no reason to believe that any creature 
that is sent to hell can come and go for that place at will.  
 

John Owens quote Eusebius, 
 

‘This is the only immovable foundation, this is the blessed rock of 
faith, confessed by Peter …’  The Works of John Owen, vol.1, p.6. 
 

The world is full of hatred.  It even hates itself.  It would implode if it 
weren’t for the work of the Lord in His churches.  But it cannot be denied 
that all of their hatred converges against the Lord Jesus and His churches.  
Though the whole world unite in its rage against the churches it cannot 
prevail.  In a short time to come it might seem like the world is prevailing. 
(Re.11.7; 13.7; ) But it will not, it cannot.  The Christ of God is the 
foundation of the churches and they shall continue unto the coming of 
Christ from glory to the end of the age. 

 
Mt.16.19  And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven:  
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keys, klei?j, acc. pl. of klei<j; KJV, key (6). 

 
                            -    dh<s^j    -                 e]stai dedeme<non 

and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be   bound    in heaven:  
                                        would/should                      (already) bound 
 

shall bind, dh<s^j, 2ps. aor. subj. act. of de<w; KJV, bind, tie, 

wind. 
 

bound, dedeme<non, acc. sing. masc. part. perf. pass. of de<w, 

see above; this verb, dedeme<non, is found 7 times in the N.T. 

(Mt.16.19; Jn.18.24; Acts 24.27, bound; Mk.11.2, 4; Lk.19.30, 
tied), and the meaning is that the colt was already tied, Christ 
& Paul were already bound. 

 
                                     lu<s^j                   e@stai  lelume<non 

and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be   loosed  in heaven. 
                                                  would/should                     (already loosed) 
 

shalt loose, lu<s^j, parallel with shall bind, which is directly 

above, root lu<w. 

 
loosed, lelume<non, parallel with bound, which is directly 

above, root lu<w. 

 
To this add Mt. 18.18, 
Mt 18:18  Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be      
     bound            in heaven: 
already bound 
 

shall bind, dh<shte, 2ppl. aor. subj. act. of de<w. 
 

bound, dedeme<na, nom. pl. neut. part. perf. pass. of de<w. 

 
                                 lu<shte                    e@sta lelume<na 

and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be   loosed   in heaven. 
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                                                                                  already loosed 
 

With both of these texts we can say that whatever it is that Peter will do 
the action of the church will rise to the same level. Also, whatever Peter 
might bind or loose, or whatever a church might bind or loose, have the 
same affect: it is done in heaven.   

 
First, a key has both a literal and symbolic use in the O.T. 
  

Literal: 
Jud 3:25  And they tarried till they were ashamed: and, behold, he 
opened not the doors of the parlour; therefore they took a key, and 
opened them: and, behold, their lord was fallen down dead on the 
earth. 
 
Symbolic: 
Isa 22:22  And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his 
shoulder (referring to Eliakim during the Babylonian captivity); so he 
shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall 
open. 
 

Second, it is my opinion to say that Peter will do something significant, a 
one-time act. 

 
Third, we have no reason to believe that whatever Peter is charge with that 
it was either transferable or successive.  (i.e. apostolic succession)   
 
Fourth, I believe Peter’s charge has everything to do with the Gentiles 
which come to Christ in Caesarea. (Read Acts 10.44-48)   
 
Fifth, Mt.18.18 uses similar phraseology as Mt.16.19.   
 

a.  The differences are that in Mt.18.18 there is no mention of keys, 
and where Mt. 16.19 concerns Peter, 1ps. thou/thee, Mt.18.18 
concern a church and is 2ppl. you/ye.   
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b.  The common denominator concerns the child of God either being 
added to or substracted from a church.  In Peter’s instance the 
Gentiles are bound into a church of the Lord Jesus Christ. And in 
Matthew 18, the church considers the possibility of loosing an 
unrepentant member from its number.  
 

20 εἶπεν δὲ αὐτοῖς Ὑμεῖς δὲ τίνα με λέγετε εἶναι ἀποκριθεὶς δὲ ὁ Πέτρος 
εἶπεν Τὸν Χριστὸν τοῦ θεοῦ 

 
21  And he straitly charged them, and commanded them to tell no man that 
thing; 
Mt. 16.20 …that he was Jesus the Christ. 

 
21 Ὁ δὲ ἐπιτιμήσας αὐτοῖς παρήγγειλεν μηδενὶ εἰπεῖν τοῦτο 
 

22  Saying, The Son of man must  
                                                                   Mt.16.21 … go unto Jerusalem 
 

must, dei?, the necessity, how essential it is to suffer, paqei?n … aorist 

infinitive. 
 

suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, 
and be slain,             and be raised the third day. 
                              Mk.8.31 … and after three days rise again. 

 
be rejected, ἀποδοκιμασθῆναι, aor. infin. pass. of a]podokima<zw, 

a]po< from, of, off, out of, since +  dokima<zw, KJV, to prove, discern, 

examine, try, approve, allow; a]podokima<zw, KJV, reject (7), disallow 

(2); Christ’s approval by the leaders was sent off; they disapproved of 
Him thoroughly. 

 
It is thought by some that the two texts, Mk.8.31 and Luke 9.22 are 
irreconcilable.   
 

Mk.8.31 … and after three days rise again. 
Lk.9.22   … and be raised the third day. 
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However, both statements are accurate, and the Word of God is always to 
be trusted. 
 
The objection is stated something like this; it is either/or, both cannot be 
correct.  Either Christ raised after three days and did not rise the third day, 
or Christ raised the third day and therefore could not have risen after three 
days.  There seems to be a contradiction between what our Lord says in 
these gospel accounts.  Mark 8.31 follows the prophecy of Jonah which 
presents a shadow of the death of our Lord.  It reads, 
 

Jon.1.17  Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up 
Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three 
nights. 

 
Jesus refers directly to Jonah: 
 

Mt 12:40  For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s 
belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the 
heart of the earth. 
 

How is it possible that Christ could rise the third day and yet be three days 
and nights in the heart of the earth?  The reasoning is, that once three days 
are satisfied you begin the fourth.  That is true.  So what is the answer?  The 
answer lies in keeping to the truth of the Word of God.   
 
It is a matter of fact that Jesus was both in the heart of the earth for three 
days and three nights according to the prophecy of Jonah (Jonah 1.17; 
Mt.12.40) and raised the third day. (Mt.16.21; 17.23; 20.19; Mk.9.31; 
10.34; Lk.9.22; 13.32; 18.33; 24.7; 24.46; Acts 10.40; 1Co.15.4)  The answer 
to this apparent problem is very simple when we make a distinction 
between Christ’s dying on the cross and the time that His body is put into 
the tomb. 
  
When Jesus died that Wednesday afternoon his soul immediately went into 
the heart of the earth and Jonah’s prophecy began to tick off. (cf. Lk.23.44-
46)  Jesus’ three days and three nights were satisfied as of about 3:00p our 
Saturday afternoon (72 hours).   
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However, Jesus’ body was placed in the tomb just before 6:00p which was 
the beginning of the official observance of Israel’s Passover Sabbath.  For 
Jesus to be raised from the tomb the third day (and that means on or in 
that third day) He must come forth from it no later than when His body was 
entered, which means that he must come out of the tomb sometime before 
6:00p our Saturday evening.  It really is that simple. 
 
So the day of Christ’s crucifixion, sometime about the 9th hour He died and 
sometime before 6:00p that evening His body was placed in a borrowed 
tomb.  Three days latter and between these two times, Christ came out of 
the tomb and satisfied both prophecies.   
 
Why is this so difficult to understand?  It is difficult because of two 
prevailing fallacies in Christendom.   
 

1.  The popular error that Jesus was crucified on Friday.  It is 
impossible for Christ to have been crucified on Friday afternoon and 
fulfill Scripture related to His resurrection. 
 
2.   The popular error that Jesus was raised from the dead on the first 
day of the week. There is nothing in the Bible which says that Jesus 
was raised the first day of the week.  Reread the passages.  There we 
read that it was then that the disciples discovered He was already 
gone. 

 
Mt.28.6  He is not here: for he is risen … 
 
Mk.16.4  And when they looked, they saw that the stone was 
rolled away … 
 
Lk.24.3  And they entered in, and found not the body of the 
Lord Jesus. 

 
Jn.20.1 ¶  The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene 
early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the 
stone taken away from the sepulchre. 
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Mk.8.32  And he spake that saying openly.  

 
openly, parrrhsi<a, KJV, openly, boldly, plainly, freely, confidently [and Peter took 

exception to it.] 
 
Mt.16.22  Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not 
be unto thee. 
Mk.8.33  But when he had turned about and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying,  
Mt.16.23 … thou art an offence unto me: 
Mk.8.33 … Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but the things 
that be of men. 
 

Peter was acting against the will of God and therefore was an offense to 
Christ.  Jesus attributes his response as being moved by Satan.  This is not 
the same as demonic possession.  Satan can certainly put thoughts into our 
minds which oppose the truths of Christ.  
 

Mt 15:19  For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies … 
 
2Co.10.33  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the 
flesh: 
4  (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 
5  Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth 
itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ; 
6  And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your 
obedience is fulfilled. 

  
Today we considered that Jesus is the Christ of God.  This understanding of 
Him only comes by Divine revelation.  That Jesus would build His church 
upon this foundation; that He is the Christ of God.  That the threat of the 
grave cannot be so great as to prevail against the Lord’s church to cause her 
cease in the earth.  That the Scriptures are true to say that Christ could be 
raised the third day, and yet and after three days rise again.  Lots of great 
truths to consider which I hope will be a great blessing to you in the days 
ahead. 
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22 εἰπὼν ὅτι Δεῖ τὸν υἱὸν τοῦ ἀνθρώπου πολλὰ παθεῖν καὶ ἀποδοκιμασθῆναι ἀπὸ 

τῶν πρεσβυτέρων καὶ ἀρχιερέων καὶ γραμματέων καὶ ἀποκτανθῆναι καὶ τῇ τρίτῃ 

ἡμέρᾳ ἐγερθῆναι 
 


