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Message #39                                                                                                            Ezekiel 35:1-15 

 

There is again much talk about having peace between the Palestinians and Israelis.  But one 

historian observed.  The Arabs do not want a final peace.  The Arabs do not want a final deal.  

The Arabs to do not want to put an end to the conflict.  Why?  Because they want sovereignty 

over everything Israel has.  If I were an Arab living in the Middle East, I would give very 

careful attention to Ezekiel 35.   

 

Back in chapter 25 we may recall that Ezekiel pronounced major judgments on the territory 

known as Jordan and on Gaza.  Both of these areas are inhabited today primarily by Arabs.   

 

Now when we come to chapter 35, once again God takes up another Arab judgment prediction.  

This time it is against Mount Seir, which is an Arab mountain region that runs from south of the 

Dead Sea all the way to the Egyptian border.  Now by virtue of the fact that this judgment is 

aimed at Mt. Seir, not Edom, who inhabited the area, this is a judgment that has a 

geographical focus.  The vast majority of people living in this area are Arabs. 

 

This is the first mention in the book of Mount Seir.  The root meaning of the word is “hairy” 

which apparently refers to the wooded slopes of the mountain range.  This mountain is referred 

to some 38 times in the O.T..   

 

This region was initially inhabited by Horites (Gen. 14:6), but ultimately it was taken over by the 

descendants of Esau, who are the Arabs (Gen. 3:14, 16; 36:8-9; 42:4).  Now according to 

Deuteronomy 2:1-7 this was territory that God had given to Esau.  So had the Arabs reverenced 

the true God and had they honored Israel, this would have been a wonderful home for them. 

 

One of the key cities of this region is Bozrah.  According to Jeremiah 49:13, God will make 

Bozrah an object lesson of His wrath.  God is going to target this area with His judgment during 

the Tribulation.  Most of this area today is also modern Jordan.   

 

Jordan boasts that it is one of the safest areas in the Middle East.  It is 98% Arab.  The language 

is Arabic and 92% are in the Islam religion.  God has a message for this area that thinks it is so 

safe and the message is this: 

 

GOD IS GOING TO BRING A MAJOR JUDGMENT AGAINST THOSE NATIONS 

WHO PERSECUTED ISRAEL AND MANY OF THOSE NATIONS WILL BE ARAB 

NATIONS WHO SPECIFICALLY LIVED IN THE REGIONS OF JORDAN. 

 

Now I have read some commentators who have said that this all was fulfilled back in the days of 

Nebuchadnezzar.  But there are things here that make that impossible.  For one thing, to this 

point the Arab world does not know that the covenant Jehovah of Israel is the only true LORD 

God (35:4, 9, 15).  This chapter speaks of a time when the Arab world will know that the 

covenant Jehovah God of Israel is the only true LORD God.   
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Show me anywhere in history where the Arab world has acknowledged that.  Some Arabs are 

running around saying “allahu akbar.”  By the way, for your information purposes, in Arabic 

“Allah Akbar” does not actually mean “God is great”; it means “Allah is greater.”  This is 

blasphemy against Jehovah.  They recite this believing that their Allah is greater than all deities, 

including Israel’s God.   

 

Arabs would do well to take a serious look at these chapters in the Bible because God is very 

clear on what He intends to do to them and He is also clear on why He is going to do it. 

 

We may notice from verse 1 that Ezekiel is getting direct revelatory data from God.  He is not a 

prophet sitting around making up things about Arab nations.  This information is coming directly 

from God.  So God is the one who is giving Ezekiel this information about His coming judgment 

against this part of the world. 

 

According to verse 2 this will be a prophecy “against” Mount Seir.  In fact, two times in verse 2 

and again two more times in verse 3, God says He is against this place and the people living 

there.  As Block says, this clearly “sets the tone for the prophecy.”  Never do you want to read 

some prophetic word that starts out by saying God is against you.   

 

Now God says in verse 3 that what He will do is stretch out His hand against this area and make 

this area a desolate wasteland.  According to verse 4, He is not just doing this to a mountain 

range but to cities that are in the Mt. Seir region.   

 

God does not specifically say what He is going to do, but what is revealed is that He specifically 

intends to target this area and stretch out His hand and make it a desolate waste area.  This land 

that has gloated over what has happened negatively to Israel will itself suffer the same “fate.”   

 

Notice what is stated at the end of verse 4, “Then you will know that I am the LORD.”  God 

intends to completely wipe out this part of the world and when He does, those Arabs will know 

Allah is not God, Jehovah is God.    

 

We certainly know this has not been fulfilled yet.  The Arab world still thinks their Muhammed 

invented deity Allah is their god.  One day they will know the truth.  God’s judgment will cause 

them to face the truth.  The true God is Jehovah, the God of Israel.   

 

Now in the following verses God states His formal indictment case against the Arab world and 

gives His nine reasons for coming judgment.   

 

JUDGMENT REASON #1 – Because the Arabs have had an everlasting enmity against 

                                                     Israel.  35:5a 

 

The animosity and hatred that the Arabs have had for the Jews started when Jacob and Esau were 

in Rebekah’s womb (Gen. 25:22-23).  That animosity continued as those two boys grew to be 

adults (Gen. 27:41-45; 32:4-22; 33:1-16).   
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As years went by the Arabs became the “archenemy of Israel” (Is. 34; 63:1-6).  They committed 

violent acts against Israel (Joel 3:19).  When Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem, the Arabs 

clapped their hands with joy.   

 

The history of the Arabs and her relationship with Israel is one of continual hatred.  They never 

were convicted that what they were doing was wrong and sinful.  They were not ever interested 

in being right with Israel, which actually meant being right with God.  No one will ever receive 

the blessings of God while being in a perpetual state of enmity against Israel. 

 

It is one thing to have a point of time when you blow it.  It is quite another to persist in some-

thing that is evil.  God says because you have so hated Israel, I will be “indignant forever” with 

you (Malachi 1:1-5). 

 

JUDGMENT REASON #2 – Because the Arabs have been in constant war with Israel.  35:5b   

 

Now God says they have been involved in supporting any nation that attacked Israel.  They were 

involved in hostile action even in times of Israel’s calamity.  They showed no mercy at all and 

this will certainly persist during the Tribulation.  There has been an “ancient hostility” that has 

existed and will continue to exist until the end between the Arabs and Israelis. 

 

At the end of verse 5 it is clear that this has to do with end times.  So what we understand this to 

mean is that during the time when the Antichrist is on his worldwide Jewish extermination 

attack, the Arabs will do their best to also persecute and attack Israel. 

 

So God says in verses 6-9 that He will take some very judgmental actions against the Edomite: 

 

Judgmental Action #1 - God will allow their blood to be shed.  35:6 

 

They did not hate that when it was happening to Israel, so God says I will do it to you.  I will 

give the Arabs over to judgment and bloodshed will pursue them. 

 

Judgmental Action #2 - God will completely destroy Mount Seir.  35:7 

 

God will make this part of the world a total waste and desolation.  Again God stresses the 

geographical location of this.  God will so target this area that any person who tries to enter or 

depart from this area will be put to death. 

 

Judgmental Action #3 - God will literally slay the Arabs.  35:8 

 

Notice the region contains mountains, valleys, ravines and hills.  There will be bodies every-

where.  Bodies of dead Arabs will be found in the mountains, valleys and ravines and hills. 
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Judgmental Action #4 - God will destroy the cities and they will be uninhabited.  35:9 

 

Arab cities will be turned into desolate waste areas.  This part of the world will be desolate 

forever.  No town will even be inhabited.  Now that is an amazing prediction when one thinks 

about a major city like Bozrah. 

 

God is very clear to point out that when He does this all will know He did this.  When He does 

this all will know that Jehovah is the only true God and this is the covenant God of Israel. 

 

No one will be yelling Allahu Akbar.   

 

JUDGMENT REASON #3 – Because the Arabs have said they will possess all that 

                                                    belongs to Israel.  35:10 

 

The Arabs have always wanted everything that belongs to Israel.  They want her possession and 

they want her land.  She has wanted land that God promised to Israel.  Now this is critical.  God 

has punished Israel for her rebellion, which is why Israel is not in her land now.  However, 

God has never gone back on His promise that the land does belong to Israel.  It is still 

Israel’s land and one day God intends to bring her to the land. 

 

Notice the end of verse 10, the actually presence of God has been in the Promised Land. 

 

The Arabs fight for that land and want that land and God says because of that, My judgment is 

coming against you. 

 

JUDGMENT REASON #4 – Because the Edomites have been angry against Israel.  35:11a 

 

The Arabs have never been a friend to Israel, they have always been angry against Israel. 

 

JUDGMENT REASON #5 – Because the Edomites have been envious of Israel.  35:11b 

 

The Arabs have a slogan that says, “from the river to the sea.”  That slogan means the Arabs 

want all the land that belongs to Israel from the Jordan to the Mediterranean.  The Arabs have 

never been thankful for what God has given to Israel, they have always been envious and jealous 

and they want to take everything away from Israel, including every inch of land. 

 

JUDGMENT REASON #6 – Because the Edomites have been hateful of Israel.  35:11c 

 

The Arabs do not just have a misunderstanding with Israel, they hate Israel.  A couple of years 

ago Mortimer Zuckerman wrote an article entitled “Why they hate Israel.”  He said this: “The 

greatest obstacle to peace between Israelis and Palestinians is quite simply a virulent jihadist 

hatred of Jews and the Jewish state.  It cannot be appeased” (p. 1). 
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JUDGMENT REASON #7 – Because the Arabs have reviled and spoken against Israel.  35:12 

 

They not only speak against Israel, the children are actually taught in school to hate Israel.   

 

JUDGMENT REASON #8 – Because the Arabs have arrogantly spoken against God.  35:13 

 

What God says to the Arab world is that you have arrogantly challenged Me with your mouth. 

God has kept track of all the times they have said “Allahu Akbar” meaning Allah, the Muslim 

deity, is greater than Jehovah, the covenant God of Israel.   

 

JUDGMENT REASON #9 – Because the Arabs rejoiced over bad things that happened to  

                                                    Israel.  35:15 
 

God says you have rejoiced over bad things that happened to Israel, I will give you your own 

medicine.  God says I will cause horrible things to happen to you.   

 

God says because you have treated Israel so bad, God says here is what I am going to do to you: 

 

Judgment Action #1 - God will make Himself known to the Arabs by His judgment against 

                                         them.  35:11b 
 

God says I will vindicate Myself with My acts of judgment against you.   

 

Judgment Action #2 - God will let them know He has heard all of their hateful words against 

                                         Israel.  35:12 
 

God says I have heard all the negative words you have spoken against Israel and against Me and 

I will not tolerate it any longer and you will suffer My judgment. 

 

One may think they can say what they want about Israel and God and get away with it, but 

nothing is further from the truth.   

 

God hears the words.  God remembers the words.  God will judge those who said them. 

 

Judgment Action #3 - God will make the Arabs a complete desolation.  35:14-15 

 

God says I will personally make the land of the Arabs a wasteland. 

 

When it comes to how people actually view themselves or how nations actually view themselves 

is intriguing.  Perception is not reality.   

 

The Arabs actually perceive themselves as being right with God.  That is not reality.  They are 

heading to condemnation. 

 

The same is true for many individuals.   


