
Sunday, July 9, 2017
The Call That Changed World History

Genesis 12:1–8

I. Abram’s Call from God   12:1–5 
A. God Called Abram FROM   12:1–3

B. God Called Abram TO   12:4--5 

II. Abram’s Promise from God   12:2–3
Gal. 3:14;  Gal. 3:9;  Rev. 5:9–10; 7:9–10

III. Abram’s Response to God and His Word   12:4
Heb. 11:8–10;  Rom. 4:16--17

IV. Abram’s Pattern
A. Abram as Pattern of Christ

B. Abram as Pattern for the Believer
1.  To Be Saved, It Is the Same as with Abram—Faith Only in God’s Promise in His Word

2.  To Be Saved, it Is the Same as with Abram—Full Surrender to Him and His Word
Luke 14:26, 27, 33

Quotes

“The patriarchal age has been illumined in a manner unbelievable. We now have texts by the literal tens of thousands
contemporaneous with the period of Israel’s origins . . . And, as the early second millennium has emerged into the light of
day, it has become clear that the patriarchal narratives, far from reflecting the circumstances of a later day, fit precisely
into the age of which they purport to tell.”  –John Bright

“With the exception of Jesus Christ, Abraham is probably the most important person in the Bible. One indication of this
is the amount of space given to him. Although only 11 chapters of Genesis are devoted to the entire history” of the world
all the way back to the origin of the universe, “14 chapters are used to set forth the life of this one man. . . No one can
understand the Old Testament without understanding Abraham, for in many ways the history of redemption begins with
God’s call to him.” –James Boice

“You should consider what the Lord promises Abraham here is altogether impossible, unbelievable, and untrue if you
follow reason, because it cannot be seen. . . . He was 75 years old, but Sarah was 10 years younger and barren at that.
How, I ask you, do these facts agree with this promise: ‘I will make you a great nation’? . . . But where are the
descendants to come from, since Abraham’s marriage is childless? These huge masses of unbelief and these high
mountains, which could suppress his faith completely, the holy patriarch overcomes and crosses by faith. He simply
clings to this one thought: Behold, God is promising this. He will not deceive you, even though you do not see the way,
the manner, or even the time of the fulfillment of this promise.” –Martin Luther

“There is always this naked element in faith. It does not ask for proofs, it does not seek them; in a sense it does not need
them. Faith is content with the bare Word of God, because he is God.” –Lloyd-Jones
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