
BOOK OF NEHEMIAH
OVERCOMING LIFE'S DISTRACTIONS 

NEHEMIAH 6:1-13

INTRODUCTION 
We have seen that Nehemiah was a great man of God with a great task before
him.  Often God takes men of average stature, but total dedication, and
accomplishes some phenomenal things!

Nehemiah had approached this task with care. When he knew that God had
called him, he proceeded with organization and planning. The obstacles that he
had faced at the outset must have seemed staggering— personal criticism,
threatened enemy attack, internal problems among his work force. 
But the completion of the wall brought with it a brand new set of problems.
I. THE CHARACTER OF THE SITUATION. (vs 1)

A. The Challenge Was Almost Removed.
When Nehemiah first inspected the decayed and deteriorating
walls the task seemed monumental. 

Yet there was the excitement that comes with anticipation—
How would God accomplish His purpose? What would the
"new" city look like? But now the great challenge was almost
gone and Nehemiah faced a crisis of motivation.

B. The Enemies Were Defeated.
The goal of Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem was to keep the
wall from being rebuilt. They had been outmaneuvered,
outgeneraled, and outwitted by Nehemiah and the walls were
up.

II. THE CHARACTER OF THE TEMPTATION. 
A. Nehemiah Was Tempted By Distractions. (vs 2-4)

The distractions were intended to defeat Nehemiah's
completion of the task at hand and eliminate this great leader
from the scene entirely.

(e.g.  Remember when the children of Israel were to utterly
drive out the inhabitants of Canaan?  They didn’t do that but
rather made leagues and treaties with them.  The  result was
that they became snares which pulled them away from God.)
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B. Nehemiah Was Tempted By Public Opinion. (vs 5-9, 17-19)
1. The enemy tried to discredit him. (Vs 5-9)

An open letter was one which became public property
and the charge of treason, even if unfounded and proven
to be true, would provide a distraction beyond measure.

People are always quick to believe the worst about
others. Think of how quickly scandal spreads.

This distraction was intended to bring fear such that the
work would be stopped.
(e.g.  The picture painted by the news media of
fundamentalism)

2. There were some who were sympathetic with the
enemy. (Vs 17-19)
(e.g.  Those in the church sympathetic with the cults.)

C. Nehemiah Was Tempted To Be Intimidated. (vs 10-14)
The purpose behind this intimidation was to lead Nehemiah
into a compromising situation.   If he yielded:
1. His enemies would have exposed his fear.

2. His enemies would have discounted his religious beliefs
and pointed to his flagrant disregard of the law.

This would have discredited him in the eyes of the Jews.
(Deuteronomy 13:1-5; 18:20)

Anyone's proposal that is not in harmony with the Word of God
should be avoided!

III. THE CHARACTER OF DEDICATION. 
A. Nehemiah Was a Man of Character.

He withstood the distractions because of what he was not who
he was.
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1. His willingness to live under the authority of the
Scriptures.

2. His knowledge of the Scriptures.
We lose our character and our ability to discern the
issues which confront us when we neglect them.

3. He refused to allow secondary things to become
primary.

4. He refused to have convictions molded by
circumstances.

5. He refused to be distracted from the goal before him.

B. Nehemiah Was A Man Of Confidence.
1. Not in his own ability.

2. Not in the ability of others.

3. But rather, in God.

C. Nehemiah Was A Man Of Courage.
Fear is a hindrance to doing the will of God.
1. Don't fear failure or you'll never begin.

2. Don't fear opposition or you'll never finish.

3. Fear God and have confidence in Him and you will
have the courage needed to complete the task no matter
how difficult the task or how strong the opposition.

CONCLUSION
Do you have the dedication to ignore life's distractions and press on toward
your goal and will for God in your life or have you become discouraged,
distracted, and defeated in your Christian life?
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