
THE LATTER PARABLES OF JESUS

Scripture: Isaiah 6

INTRODUCTIONS: For many years I have pondered a section of 
Jesus’ later parables and have wanted to give time to study them
in greater detail, and I sense the freedom to do so at this 
time. I would ask your prayers as I study numerous very 
difficult parables. I have felt the strain of preaching on some 
very difficult subjects and am thankful to be able to give time 
to a subject, where though the study is demanding, it may not be
as stressful otherwise. I debated between calling these messages
‘The Post Church Parables’ or ‘The Latter Parables Of Jesus.’ I 
have chosen to call them the latter parables of Jesus. Lord 
willing, we will cover a number of parables given by the Lord 
just before He was crucified as given in the Gospel of Matthew. 

I plan to give three introductory messages. This will form the 
first main point of these messages which I have called, a 
general introduction to Jesus’ parables. We will look at the 
reason why Jesus spoke to them in parables. Then we will look at
the subject of parables themselves as a figure of speech. And 
last, at what is meant by the phrase ‘kingdom of heaven’ or 
‘kingdom of God’, as used in the parables we will be looking at.
Each of those is a challenging subject. 

I used to find introductions boring and often skipped them when 
I was reading. But some of the most important points might by 
missed by doing that. An introduction prepares one for the 
subject to be covered. I want to first share why the Lord spoke 
in parables. Then I will give an introduction to the subject of 
parables, and then an introduction to what Jesus meant when He 
used the phrases kingdom of heaven or kingdom of God. 

When you take the account of the life of Christ by putting all 
four Gospels together, I have outlined that like this: First is 
the introduction of the Messiah to the world. Only Luke and John
give us a little of that. Those are writings that are given of 
things before Christ was born. Then there is the preparation of 
the Messiah to the world. This deals with His conception and 
birth and takes us up to when He is 30 years old. You know that 
after His birth up until He is 30 years old there is only one 
account of His life recorded in the Gospels, and that takes 
place when He is about 12 years old. 

The third portion of the Gospels begins when He is about 30 
years of. I believe that Matthew’s Gospel seeks to give the 



chronological order of the life of Christ. Turn to Matthew 4 
(read 17). Here we come to a major turning point in the life of 
Christ. At this time He began His ministry. I call this part of 
His life, the authentication of the Messiah to the world. 
Through Jesus’ words and His works, evidence is given that He is
truly the long promised Messiah. 

Then there comes a time in His life when it becomes obvious to 
Him that He will be killed. Turn to Matthew 16. Matthew gives us
the second major turning point in verse 21 (read). This is the 
fourth major point in our outline and I call it the rejection of
the Messiah by the world. The fifth point comes when Christ is 
resurrected, and I call that the victory of the Messiah over the
world. 

Now, in section three, the authentication of the Messiah to the 
world, there are about 24 parables. Twelve of those are give 
before Matthew 13 and another 12 in the time covered by Matthew 
13. I call the first 12, the early, or pre Church parables. The 
next set of 12 are what I call the Church age parables. I have 
covered those a number of years ago and will mention them later.
We will make those available on line. As I see it, they are 
prophetic of the time in which we live, the Church age. The last
34 parables are given in the time period I call, ‘the rejection 
of the Messiah by the world’. It is some of the parables that 
relate to the kingdom of God in that time period we are going to
be looking at. So, in these messages we will concentrate on some
of those parables that related to the kingdom of heaven or the 
kingdom of God in what I call the latter parables, or the post 
church parables. 

  I.  GENERAL INTRODUCTION TO JESUS’ PARABLES

A.  The Purpose Of Jesus’ Parables

Our first point then is to look at the purpose of Jesus’ 
parables. I am adding this point because a number of years 
ago, when I covered the Church age parables, there is one 
area I believe now I did not understood correctly. I would 
not have come to this, if my wife had not asked me a 
question a while ago. She does her prayer time and Bible 
reading in the morning, and I happened to come home at that
time. I want you to turn to the passage she asked me about 
in Mark 4 (read 10-12). 

Now the parables given in this passage are those that are 
also given in Matthew 13. I believe they speak 



prophetically of the Church age. Now let me give you my 
understanding of these verses as I gave them some 12 years 
ago. Go to Matthew 13 (read 10-15). In verse 10 the 
disciples asked Jesus why He was speaking to them in 
parables. And in verse 11, He said that it had been given 
to them, the disciples or believers to know the mysteries 
of the kingdom of heaven, but to the rest, the unbelievers,
it had not been given. And my view was that Jesus spoke to 
them in parables in order to reveal these truths to the 
believers but keep them hidden from the unbelievers. 

Well, that day when I came home and my wife had been 
reading the passage in Mark she asked me this question: Why
would the Lord speak to them in such a way that they would 
not repent and turn and be healed? So look at Mark 4:11-12 
once more (read). It sounds as if Jesus is saying, “I speak
to them in parables lest they should see with their eyes 
and hear with their ears, lest they should understand with 
their heart and turn, so that I should heal them.” The 
conclusion would seem to be that He did not want them to 
repent; He did not want their sins to be forgiven. But 
there is something wrong with that picture. 

And so, ever since she asked that question, I began to ask 
myself if I had understood these verses right. And so I 
began to study this anew. And then, recently, when a group 
of us went on the father/son campout, while the boat was 
humming its way up the mighty Peace River, and at night, I 
was pondering this. I had already studied it for some time 
and it gave me time to work on that in my mind. 

But before we go on, since we are going to be looking at 
parables, let me introduce us to an important biblical 
subject as it will help us understand the text we have just
begun to ponder. It is the subject of figures of speech. We
do most of our communicating in the language that uses 
words. And in language, using words, we communicate through
various means. I do not specialize in language, but I 
suppose the two main ways we communicate with words are by 
what we call prose or by what we call figures of speech. In
prose, words retain their literal meaning. For example, go 
to Genesis 1 (read 1-5). There we have day one of creation.
Those who hold that each day here could refer to millions 
of years, the day age theory, make a figure of speech out 



of what is meant to be taken literally. When you do not 
take prose literally, you have lost the true meaning. 

But, the Bible employs many figures of speech. Turn now to 
Ecclesiastes 12 (read 1-8). Now Solomon, a very wise man, 
is going to speak about a subject we don’t like to talk 
about. And the older we get, the less we like to talk about
it. It is old age. So he speaks of it in a way we call 
‘euphemistically’. We make an unpleasant subject more 
pleasant. He says, “Remember now your Creator in the days 
of your youth, before the difficult days come.” In verse 2 
he talks about when the moon and stars are not darkened. In
the days of old age, the moon and stars are darkened. Ask 
me. It means here, remember Your Creator before your 
eyesight grows dim. Look at verse 3 (read). The keepers of 
the house are the hands. Look here. I will show you the 
hands of an old man (shaking of hands). It speaks of the 
strong men bowing down (show bowed legs). Then it speaks of
the grinders that cease. What is that? (teeth). Then it 
says, “When those that look out the windows grow dim” (what
is that?). Verse 4 says, “…when the sound of grinding is 
low…” What is that? Our hearing etc…

Figures of speech can add great richness to language, but 
we must then be careful not to take figures of speech 
literally. If we take literally that which is meant 
figuratively, then you we can end up plucking out an eye or
cutting off hands and that is a drastic error. There are 
those who have literally done that. Well, parables are 
figures of speech and we will do well to remember that as 
we go along. I will give further information on 
interpreting parables later. 

Now go back to Matthew 13 (read 1-4). You see, in verses 1-
3a, we have prose. The words are to be taken literally. 
Then, beginning in 3b we enter figurative language. So we 
have to be careful how we interpret such words since rules 
that apply to prose do not apply in the same way here. In 
the next message we will look at parables as one class of 
figures of speech, but let me here just say something about
figures of speech in general. 

I have in my library a book on figures of speech. It was 
done by E. W. Bullinger over 100 years ago. It is a 
classic. A better book has not yet been written on the 
subject. In it he lists 217 different kinds of figures of 



speech. Now, here is what a figure of speech is. It is a 
purposeful deviation from normal speech for a specific 
purpose. Bullinger explains it like this. Let us say you 
are traveling by train, which was what he was familiar with
in his day. And you are going along at one speed, clickety 
clack clack, clickety clack clack, clickety clack clack. 
And it just keeps doing that over and over and you can tend
to get drowsy or even doze off. He says that is like 
reading prose. It is easy to stop paying attention to what 
is happening. But then, all of a sudden the engines slow 
down and the brakes come on with a squeal and the clickety 
clack clack begins to slow down and every head comes up and
everybody is wondering what is going on. Everyone is at 
attention. He said that is what a figure of speech does in 
language. It is there to get our attention. 

Now come back to Matthew 13 (read 10-15). All of a sudden 
our heads come up and we pay attention! We say, “Woa!” That
is what happened to my wife when she reading Mark 4 and she
came to verses 11-12. All of a sudden the monotony of the  
clickety clack clack ended as the brakes squealed and the 
train began to slow down. And all of sudden her mind said, 
“Woa! What is is this?” And now, with a figure of speech 
like this, you have to stop and think. And after she asked 
me her question, that is what I did on our Father/Son 
campout while the boat was humming along over the water. 
The question was, what does this mean?

And so I began to study this passage anew. And maybe if it 
had not been for life’s experiences between when I spoke on
the parables of Matthew 13 a number of years ago until now,
I might have not have come to understand what is happening 
here. I have gained a better grasp on the relationship 
between revealed truth and the response of people to such 
truth.

Now if you take Matthew 13:14-15, or Mark 4:10-12, and you 
check your cross references you will find that Jesus is 
referring back to Isaiah 6:9-10. This is a quote from the 
Old Testament. So, let us go to that (read 1-9). Isaiah 
lived among a very religious people, but they were a people
of unclean lips. And in 6:1-5, Isaiah gets a vision of God 
in His holy temple. And when Isaiah got this vision of God,
and how the angels in heaven recognized God’s holiness, he 
saw that he too was a man of unclean lips. And when he got 



to see himself in light of whom he saw God to be, and saw 
his own un-holiness in light of God perfect holiness, he 
said, “Woe is me, for I am undone.” 

It is a very difficult thing for God to bring us to where 
we see Him as holy and we say, “Woe is me, for I am 
undone.” But this is the place we must all come to before 
we can move on with God. May I ask you, have you come to 
that great discovery? We must come to it first before we 
can truly be saved. If we have not come to that then we 
have never truly repented of our sins and received Christ 
as our Savior. And if we should die in that state we would 
go to hell at that very moment. It is a discovery one has 
to make before one can be saved. But, after we are saved, 
we need to come to this discovery again and again. We all 
need to have our lips touched by a hot coal from heaven. 
When we get a glimpse of God for who He is, it will reveal 
to us how bad our own heart is, and it will take a hot coal
on our lips to get us to confess that great revelation. 

Now, when we see who God is and who we are and we confess 
what we are and we get right with Him, and He says, “Whom 
shall I send?” we will say, “Here I am! Send me Lord!” God 
has something for everyone of us to do. And when God gets 
us to talk to other people, we will find people who are as 
set against confessing who they are as we were. And when 
Isaiah was ready to go wherever God wanted him to go God 
said in verses 9, "Go, and tell this people: ‘Keep on 
hearing, but do not understand; Keep on seeing, but do not 
perceive.’” And we ask, what does this mean? Why would he 
not want them to understand and perceive? And I propose we 
have a figure of speech. Our attention should be up and we 
will have to be careful to interpret it according to rules 
that apply to figures of speech. 

Then God further told Isaiah what he wanted him to do to 
the people. He said in verse 10, “Make the heart of this 
people dull, and their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; 
lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, and return and be healed."
Now surely our train has the brakes squealing and our heads
are up and we say, “What is happening here?” Why would God 
want to make their hearts dull? Why would He want to make 
their ears heavy? Why make their hearts so they cannot 
understand? Why did He not want them to return to Him so 



they might be healed? And now that God has our attention, 
we must be asking the question: “What is happening here?” 

I mentioned figures of speech before. Edward J. Young, in 
one of the greatest commentaries ever done on the book of 
Isaiah views this as a figure of speech, and I think he is 
right. I believe the figure that is used here is what we 
call irony. Funk and Wagnall’s Dictionary gives this 
definition of ironic language: “A sarcastic or humorous 
manner of discourse in which what is literally said is 
meant to express its opposite, as when ‘that’s very good’ 
means ‘that’s very bad.’” Let me give an example. Let us 
say you paid good money for a job you wanted well done, and
when you see it, you are very disappointed. And you say, 
“That’s nice. That’s real nice.” What you mean, of course, 
is the exact opposite. 

E. W. Bullinger says this of the use of irony in language, 
“The figure is so called when the speaker intends to convey
a sense contrary to the strict signification of the words 
employed; not with the intention of concealing his real 
meaning, but for the purpose of adding greater force to it.
There are not many examples of this figure in Scripture. 
Irony has too much contempt in it to suit the pity which is
rather the spirit of the Scriptures” (807).  

Young, in his commentary on this figure of speech points 
out Jesus’ words to the Pharisees in Jesus’ great 
denunciation of the Pharisees of Matthew 23. Go to Matthew 
23 (read 1-7). Now you can read the rest of that chapter. 
It is a scathing denunciation by Jesus Christ of the 
religious leaders of the day. And Young points out Matthew 
23:32 (read). Jesus said to them, “Fill up then, the 
measure of your father’s guilt!” And what was the measure 
of their father’s guilt? Well, verse 31 tells us it is that
they so hated the truth delivered to them by the prophets 
that they killed the prophets. And Jesus said, “You guys, 
go, fill up the measure of their guilt!” Did He mean they 
should actually do that? If they filled up the measure of 
their father’s guilt, they would kill Him too! Did He mean 
they should do that? No, He meant the exact opposite. They 
should repent and mend their ways. Yet Jesus knew they 
would fill up the measure of their father’s guilt. In one 
of the parables we will look at Lord willing, He will tell 
them by way of prophecy that they are going to kill, not 



the prophets, but the Son of God, the Creator, the Lord, 
the One who was to be their Messiah! They would, in the 
end, fill up the measure of their Father’s guilt. 

So Young says, “This form of speech is by no means foreign 
from the dialect of common life. As J. D. Michaelis well 
observes, it is as if one man should say to another in 
whose good resolutions and engagements he has no faith, ‘Go
now and do the very opposite of all that you have said’” 
(255). So God instructed Isaiah in 6:9, “Go and tell these 
people, ‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; keep on 
seeing, but make sure you don’t see!” It is as if He said, 
“Now listen carefully you rebellious nation of Jews, listen
carefully to Me; You do what I just told you so that 
seeing, you may see and not perceive, and hearing you may 
hear and not understand. Oh make sure you do that, because 
if you should truly see and truly hear you will have to 
turn and repent, and I would have to forgive you your sins.
Oh, how horrible that would be. So, just keep on seeing 
that you may not see, and hearing that you may not hear!” 
And what did God mean by this? The exact opposite. But in 
the way He said it, He said it exactly as it would happen. 

And then, in 6:11, Isaiah said, “Lord, how long?” Young and
other commentators understand Isaiah to say, “Lord, how 
long will these people be so hard?” But I think he may be 
saying, “Lord, these people do not want truth. They see, 
but refuse to see, and they hear, but refuse to hear. It 
seems like real waste of time to share more truth with 
them. How long do you want me to continue with this?” And 
look at how God answered him in verses 11-12, “Until the 
cities are laid waste and without inhabitant, the houses 
are without a man, the land is utterly desolate, the LORD 
has removed men far away, and the forsaken places are many 
in the midst of the land.” 

You see, the people were hearing and seeing and had all 
along. But they failed to heed God’s voice. And Isaiah is 
saying, “How long will I share Your Word with them?” But we
find in the answer that God never gave up by not talking to
His people any more. And He would keep on and on till there
was no one left to talk to. 

And we might ask, “What were the results going to be?” And 
God knew the answer to that as well. Look at verse 13. God 
says, “But yet a tenth will be in it, and will return…” It 



is not all for nothing. A tenth will return. Now you see, 
this prophecy is of the 70 year captivity. Israel was 
warned over and over and over, and finally they were taken 
into captivity by Babylon. And they would remain in that 
captivity for 70 years. And then, after the 70 year 
captivity a tenth would return. 

Now, we might say, “Well, 10%, that’s not so bad.” But, 
there is still more bad news to this spreading of truth. 
This tenth would return, but verse 13 says this 10th will 
be for, “…a consuming…” Now that is very bad news. Well, in
70 AD, that 10% was consumed when Titus destroyed 
Jerusalem! And all this took place because they had 
rejected the truth over and over and over. And yet, even 
then, there is some good news left, and it is for that, 
that God never gave up. You see, God told Isaiah, that this
10th would be like a terebinth tree or an oak. If the whole
tree is cut down but the stump remains in the ground, out 
of that stump, according to this prophecy, a holy seed 
would come. And God was willing to spend all that time 
sharing truth with the nation, for just a shoot to come out
of that stump!

And what was that shoot, or that seed that would come out 
of that stump? It was Christ. Listen while I read some 
prophecies to you regarding that stump and that shoot:

Isa 11:1 There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of 
Jesse, And a Branch shall grow out of his roots.

Jer 23:5  "Behold, the days are coming," says the LORD, 
"That I will raise to David a Branch of righteousness; A 
King shall reign and prosper, And execute judgment and 
righteousness in the earth.

Zec 6:12  "Then speak to him, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD 
of hosts, saying: "Behold, the Man whose name is the 
BRANCH! From His place He shall branch out, And He shall 
build the temple of the LORD;

And now we come back to Jesus words in Matthew 13 (read 10-
15). Who was this multitude He is speaking to? Notice what 
Jesus said in verse 14, “In them the prophecy of Isaiah is 
fulfilled.” How so? Well, they were from that 10th that 
returned to the land. And the disciples asked, “Lord, why 
do You speak to them in parables?” And Jesus said, “Because
it has been given to you to know the mysteries of the 



kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given.” And 
why was it not given to them? Because in them was fulfilled
the prophecy of Isaiah which says, “Hearing you will hear 
and not understand and seeing you will see and not 
perceive.” They refused to acknowledge the truth.

Now, let me just say this of Matthew 13. Here, in parable 
form, the Lord revealed what the next 2,000 years would be 
like. He gave here, ‘the mysteries’ of the kingdom of 
heaven. I understand that to refer to the Church age. The 
parables we will be looking at will show what happens to 
Israel and why, and how the millennium will be ushered in. 

Now let me ask the largest question of all regarding 
Isaiah’s prophecy that we have looked at. What was it that 
kept the Jews from understanding and perceiving? Why did 
they hear and not understand or see and not perceive? Oh, 
what a question this is! You see, it was not that they 
could not understand or perceive; it was that they would 
not. They refused to understand or perceive. And why did 
they refuse? Well, Jesus answered that question for us like
this. They refused to perceive and understand, “Lest they 
should see with their eyes and hear with their ears and 
should understand with their hearts.” 

You see, they did not want to see with their eyes. They did
not want to understand with their hearts. And why not? 
Because if they did, they would have to turn! There is what
stops all of unbelieving mankind! Having to turn when the 
truth is recognized is what stops unbelievers from giving 
recognition to the truth when they hear it! Turning is what
stops Richard Dawkins from seeing. Turning is what stops 
Bill Nigh. The requirement to turn at the recognition that 
divorce is sin is what stops us from believing that. Having
to turn at the recognition of truth is what makes the gay 
community seek for acceptance. Having to turn at the 
recognition of truth is what keeps unbelievers, 
unbelievers. It is what causes people to say they are 
atheists. Turning is what stops all sinners! Oh how we hate
turning. 

Now, just what is turning? It is conversion! And conversion
involves two things; turning from sin which is repentance 
and which includes confession; and turning to God, which is
putting one’s trust in Christ. That is what stops every 
person who will not deal with sin. It is the major problem 



of all mankind. Seeing they see, but do not perceive; and 
hearing they hear, but do not understand; lest they should 
perceive and understand and then be required to turn. 

So, just why did Jesus speak to them in parables? Did He 
want to hide truth from them? Did He not want them to see? 
Did He not want them to hear? Did He not want them to 
understand? Did he not want them to turn, to repent and 
believe? No! It was not, as I once thought, to keep them 
from understanding some very important things. It was so 
that they might understand these things and that they might
repent and that they might turn and that they might be 
forgiven! He spoke in parables because that is exactly what
He wanted! 

And Jesus said further to His disciples, “Because it has 
been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven, but to them it has not been given.” And why had it 
not been given to them to know these things? Because they 
refused to acknowledge that which God showed them over and 
over, and they refused to acknowledge it because they would
have to turn; they would have to repent and believe 
revealed truth. They saw it. They heard it. But they would 
not turn and thus refused it. And now Jesus used great 
plainness of speech in order that they might ask and come 
to understanding. And in verse 12 He said that whoever 
gains understanding will gain more, and that is what He 
wanted for the Pharisees. If He spoke in parables and they 
gained an interest to understand the truth, they might gain
more and more understanding. 

Why did Jesus speak to them in parables? It is because He 
wanted them to turn in order that He might forgive them. 
And without that turning, He could not forgive them. Here 
is a revelation of the love of God! 

Paul, speaking to the Jews, said this in Romans 2:4-10, “Or
do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and
longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads 
you to repentance? But in accordance with your hardness and
your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself 
wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God, who ‘will render to each one according to 
his deeds’: eternal life to those who by patient 
continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and 
immortality; but to those who are self-seeking and do not 



obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness—indignation and 
wrath, tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who 
does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek; but 
glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good,
to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 

CONCL: Turn, for a closing Scripture, to Psalm 19 (read 1-6). In
God’s great declaration of His glory and truth, He has given us 
two great books; the world book, and the word book. What we just
read was God’s world book. All of creation gives us the very 
plain message; there is a Creator. As everything made declares 
there is a maker; so creation declares a Creator. Those who deny
that, see but don’t see. They hear but don’t hear. And there is 
one thing that stops them all. It is turning, conversion. 

But then God has given us the Word book. Psalm 19:7-14 begins 
like this, “The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
soul…” This is the turning the Lord spoke to Isaiah about (read 
7-14 if time). 

Well, in the parables of Matthew 13, Jesus revealed the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. I have dealt with what that 
all means in the series on the parables and we will be putting 
those on line for those who might be interested. 

But in the parables we will be looking at, Jesus did not deal 
with the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but He spoke very 
plainly to the Jews and they certainly did understand some of 
what He said in parables and they did not like what they 
understood and ended up crucifying Him. But the Lord gave His 
truths so that we might understand them, and I trust these 
parables will be an encouragement to you. 



B.  TO PARABLES

A parable is a figure of speech. I must confess that 
figures of speech are not a special area of interest with 
me, with the exception of parables. It is a figure of 
speech that involves comparison, as do some other figures. 
When I study figures of speech so as to be able to discern 
between the various kinds, my mind is immediately tired. I 
know this is not an area I am gifted in. So, to distinguish
between similies and parables and metaphors and allegories,
I am not the person to check with. 

But, in this series we want to look at eternal truth taught
by the Lord Jesus as capsuled in a figure of speech called 
a parable. When I went to Bible school, the teacher that 
taught us how to interpret parables taught us that to 
understand parables takes a special key. When you interpret
prose, you read the words and interpret those words in 
their normal given meaning (Genesis 1:1). You can go to a 
dictionary and check the meaning conveyed by the words used
and interpret what has been said. But when you come to 
figures of speech, you need a special key for each kind of 
parable. 

Let me show you the difference. For regular prose, let’s go
to Genesis 1 (read 1-5). There we have day one, and the 
verses are not hard to understand. Now go to Ecclesiastes 
12 (read 1-5). E. W. Bullinger, who has written a massive 
volume on figures of speech in the Bible has classed them 
into some 217 different kinds. A parable is just one kind 
of figure of speech. 

Now, in these messages we want to consider the parables of 
Jesus that speak of the kingdom of heaven or the kingdom of
God. We are looking specifically at the parables that occur
after an event in Matthew 16. Turn there (read 13-20). Here
is the very first mention by name, of the Church, and we 
will see the significance of that later. 

Now go to Matthew 20, for an example of the kind of 
parables we will be looking at (read 1). Here is the 
beginning of a parable, and it says, “For the kingdom of 
God is like a landowner…” So, before we look at these 
parables, we have a twofold task before us. First, we need 
to answer the question: What is parable? And second, What 
is the kingdom of heaven?



So, let us briefly consider what a parable is. 

1.  What is a parable?

Go with me to Matthew 13 (read 1-3). The word for parable 
in the NT is parabolee. You can tell we get our word 
‘parable’ from that. This word occurs 48 times in the NT 
and 11 of those are in this chapter. This word is made up 
of two words, para, meaning alongside or beside and ballo, 
to cast or throw. It is to throw alongside. 

Probably the most often repeated definition of a parable 
is, "An earthly story with a heavenly meaning." So an 
earthly story is laid alongside something with a heavenly 
meaning or a spiritual truth. In Scripture it is a 
figurative way of teaching truth. 

The most eminent writer on figures of speech, E.W. 
Bullinger, who wrote over 100 years ago, says that a figure
of speech can be likened to a train ride. I am putting what
he said in my own words. He is using a means of travel that
was very popular in his day, riding a train. He says that 
when all is just going along smoothly you can get drowsy. 
It is chuggity, chug chug over and over. But, if of a 
sudden you hear the brakes come on, you immediately sit up 
and take notice. He says that is what figures of speech do.
You are reading along, and all of a sudden you are into 
something that is not so easily assimilated because it is a
figure of speech and now you sit up and take notice in your
reading.  

C.H Dodd says, "A parable at its simplest is a metaphor or 
simile drawn from nature or common life, arresting the 
hearer by its vividness or strangeness, and leaving the 
mind in sufficient doubt about its precise application to 
rouse it into active thought.

Don Schwagar asks, “What is a parable?” Then he writes, “A 
parable is a word-picture which uses an image or story to 
illustrate a truth or lesson. It creates a mini-drama in 
picture language that describes the reality being 
illustrated. It shows a likeness between the image of an 
illustration and the object being portrayed. It defines the
unknown by using the known. It helps the listener to 
discover the deeper meaning and underlying truth of the 
reality being portrayed. It can be a figure of speech or 
comparison, such as “the kingdom of God ..is like a mustard
seed ..or like yeast” (Luke 13:19, 21). More commonly it is
a short story told to bring out a lesson or moral. Jesus 
used simple stories or images to convey important truths 



about God and his kingdom, and lessons pertaining to the 
way of life and happiness which God has for us. They 
commonly feature examples or illustrations from daily life 
in ancient Palestine, such as mustard seeds and fig trees, 
wineskins and oil lamps, money and treasure, stewards, 
workers, judges, and homemakers, wedding parties and 
children's games. Jesus' audience would be very familiar 
with these illustrations from everyday life. Today we have 
to do some homework to understand the social customs 
described (Don Schwager; www.rc.net/wcc/parable1.htm).

Go to Luke 6:39. Now here is a short parable. Here is the 
earthly story. Two blind men are on the way to some place, 
and one blind man is leading the other one. Eventually the 
blind leader is going to land in the ditch. So watch them 
stumbling along, and sure enough, after some careful 
walking, the leader falls in a ditch. What is sure to 
happen to the one who is led? Conclusion? Anyone who is 
leading another in anything he does not know about will 
sooner or later land them both in a ditch. 

2.  What are the parts of a parable?

Now I think it safe to say, as I was taught in Bible 
school, that parables generally have 3 main parts. There is
the setting, the parable itself and the application. Let me
give you an example. Go to Matthew 21 (read 23-27). There 
is the setting. Now look at the parable itself in 28-30 
(read). Now follows the application in verses 31-32 (read).

The setting will often help in interpreting the parable. At
times either the setting or the application or both are 
missing. For example, the parables of Matthew 13, which I 
believe speak prophetically of the Church age, are all 
without a setting. For example, look at Matthew 13:44-45 
(read). What does the parable mean? Well, because there is 
neither a setting nor an application, the interpretation is
more difficult. And if you study this chapter, you will 
find that Jesus did that on purpose. If you are interested 
in that, we have recently put the messages that I did on 
those chapters on sermonaudio.com. 

So, generally a parable comes in three parts. The setting, 
the parable itself, and the application. 

3.  What kinds of parables are there?

I classify parables into two types; parables to teach and 
parables to trap. All parables are designed to teach but 
one type brings out its lesson by trapping a person. 



In the example of the parable of the two sons we had 
earlier, Jesus was teaching the Jews a lesson

a.  Parables to teach

In Matthew 18:21-35 we have a parable to teach (read). Have
the student give the parts of the parable.

Note the setting 18:21-22. The parable itself is found in 
23-34 and the application in 35. 

Jesus taught both believers and unbelievers by parables. 
But on one occasion He taught them regarding the future. 
And He was teaching a mixed multitude of saved and unsaved 
but He wanted to inform the saved only. To do this, He used
parables that the saved could understand but the unsaved 
could not (See 13:10-12). 

In the same passage Jesus gave them a lesson in 
interpreting parables (Matt. 13:3-9 and Matt. 13:18-23). It
is to be noted that He did not interpret for the 
unbelievers, but for the believers only (13:34-36). His 
example becomes our guide. We should gather from His 
example not to interpret them as did Jerome and Augustine.

(2)  Parables to trap

Parables are sometimes designed to trap. These parables, 
like a good joke, will have a punch line which the hearer 
is drawn into. 

Example of a Joke: A native preacher phoned the Board of 
Health to have a dead mule removed from his front yard. The
young clerk who answered thought he would be smart. "I 
thought you preachers took care of the dead," he said. "We 
do," the preacher answered kindly, "but first we always get
in touch with the relatives."

The punch line is in the application which indicates that 
the clerk is a relative to the mule.

Example of a parable to trap: (2 Samuel 12:1-13)

The parable - 2 Samuel 12:1-4

-This is the setting of the trap. 

 The bait.

The Judgement - 12:5-6

-This is the decision to take the bait.

The application - 12:7-12  

This sets the trap.



The sought for response - 12:13a

 -This is the only release of the 

  trap.

Jesus' interpretation of a parable to trap

Matt. 21:23-32 and 33-46

(Setting 23-27; parable 28-30; application 31-32)

4.  What are the rules for interpreting parables?

In Bible school I was taught the following principles to be
used in interpreting parables:

a.  Understand the nature of the parable.

b.  Carefully study the historical occasion and purpose. 
Since daily life stories are often used, understanding the 
culture will often be very helpful.

c.  Establish the similitude and understand the earthly 
elements.

d.  Interpret the spiritual truth conveyed by the parable.

e.  Do not establish a doctrine or main teaching simply on 
the basis of a parable but interpret the parable in light 
of clear Bible doctrine.

5.  What is the point of a parable?

Point of parables – at the heart of all Christ’s parables 
is some truth or truths. 

Example: Luke 10:25-37

(Setting 25-29; Parable 30-35; Application 36-37)

Beware of being fanciful in the interpretation.

Example: Jerome, one of the great early church fathers on 
the parable of the good Samaritan - 

Adam = the man who fell among the thieves.  

Jerusalem = heaven  

Jericho = the world  

The robbers = the devil and his angels 

The priest = the law 

The Levite = the prophets. 

Christ = the Good Samaritan



The beast = His body 

The inn = the Church

The two denarii = Father and Son    

The Samartan's return = Christ's second coming 

Augustine is even more fanciful than this (220.6 F, pg. 
124).

6.  How many parables did Jesus give?

It is hard to determine just exactly how many parables 
there are. What qualifies as a parable? For example, go to 
Luke 4:23. The KJV and NKJV call this a proverb, but the 
original word is parabolee, a parable. I find between 50 
and 60 parables in the Gospels. 

7.  How do you find the meaning of a parable? 

8.  Is there a surface and deeper meaning?

David Ahl, The chronology is quite a lesson by itself. You 
can see that the first group of parables focuses on the 
fact that there’s a new story being told, that it’s not to 
be hidden, and it serves as a foundation for what’s coming 
next. We then have the very important Parables #12 (sower 
and four types of soil) and #13 (weeds among good plants). 
This is followed by a group of “Kingdom of Heaven” parables
(growing seed, yeast, valuable pearl, etc.). Now that the 
foundation has been built, Jesus gets into the behavior 
parables—how he would have you act as a Christian in 
different situations as a disciple, worker, or tenant. He 
then moves into using your talents well, remaining 
watchful, and finally into judgement. Basically it’s the 
progression of a Christian life. Unfortunately, it’s a 
progression we miss out on when we read the parables in the
order they appear in Matthew, Mark, and Luke. 
http://swapmeetdave.com/Bible/Parables/index.htm

8.  Why did Jesus speak in parables?

To convey a truth or truths in a way that catches interest 
and makes an impact so that the truth is remembered longer.

McClintock & Strong say this, “It secured the attention of 
multitudes who would not have listened to truth conveyed in
the form of abstract propositions. It did so in virtue of 
two principles of human nature, viz. that outward and 

http://swapmeetdave.com/Bible/Parables/index.htm


sensible objects make a more vivid impression than inward 
notions or ideas; and that the particular and the concrete 
affect the mind more than the general and the abstract. 
Thus a virtue or vice may be held up for abhorrence or 
admiration far more successfully by exhibiting its effects 
on the character of an individual than by eulogizing or 
declaiming against it in the abstract. Then second, they 
that the Jews, like other Eastern nations listened with 
pleasure to truths wrapped in such figures of speech. 

They say thirdly that “some truths openly stated, would 
have been opposed by a barrier of prejudice, were in this 
way insinuated, as it were, into men’s minds, and secured 
their assent unawares.” In our culture, it is possible to 
sometimes convey spiritual truths that would otherwise be 
offensive, by giving that truth in humor. And they say, 
fourth, that the Lord could conceal some truths from those 
who were not serious about spiritual things, while 
revealing to those who were willing to dig for it. 

Now, McClintock and Strong made one very interesting point 
as a side note. Shortly after the time of Christ about 50 
other Gospels besides the four that we have were written. 
But one of the marks of difference between all those other 
Gospels, and the four we have, is the parables of Jesus. 
These writers say this, “Human invention could imagine 
miracles (though these too in the spurious Gospels are 
stripped of all that gives them majesty and significance), 
but the parables of the Gospels were inimitable and 
unapproachable by any writers of that or the succeeding 
age. They possess a life and power which stamp them as with
the “image and superscription” of the Son of Man. Even the 
total absence of any allusion to them in the written or 
spoken teaching of the apostles shows how little their 
minds set afterwards in that direction, how little likely 
they were to do more than testify what they had actually 
heard.”

One of the purposes for the use of parables is, in my view,
to bring about interest. Any teacher knows that the more 
interest you have in your subject, the greater the learning
likely is to take place. Probably the most eminent man 
regarding figures of speech was E.W. Bullinger. He 
published his book, “Figures of Speech Used in the Bible, 
in 1898. Interest (read Matthew 25:1-13. 

9.  Kinds of parables.



I am not sure how to categorize parables, but I see two 
very important classes of parables. By far the majority are
designed to teach some important truth by creating interest
with the parable. The second is to effectively trap someone
into a truth he would otherwise likely deny. 

Let me give you an illustration of a parable that seeks to 
teach a very important truth, and it does so creating a lot
of interest (Matt. 25:1-13). 

A good joke catches you at a certain point, and causes you 
to find it funny. A parable does the same thing, only it 
catches you and holds you fast, having caused you to trap 
yourself. 

Now let me give you an example of a parable designed to 
trap someone into a truth he would otherwise deny. King 
David had killed Uriah the Hittite in war in order that he 
might take his wife, with whom he had already been 
unfaithful. Go to 2 Samuel (read 12:1-7). You see, David 
fell into a trap which was set by a parable. 

9.  Outline of the parables of the Gospels

No doubt there are various views of how the parables of the
NT might be outlined. In my studies, I have come to the 
following outline. At the hub I find the parables that I 
see as prophesying the Church age and telling us what that 
age will be like. There are those who do not find the 
Church much in the Gospels. I do. As I see it, Matthew 13, 
with its parallel passages in the other Gospels, speak as I
see it, prophetically of the Church age. The Lord, knowing 
that He was being rejected by the Jews, foresaw and 
foretold what the time of the Church age would be like with
regard to the kingdom of God. I have called them the 
parables of the interim age. This age comes between the 
69th and 70th week of Daniel, and has now lasted some 2,000 
years. There are about a dozen of these. 

Then there are the pre Church age parables. These are also 
about 12 in number. Some of these parables indicate that 
something new is coming. (Example; old and new cloth and 
wine bottles). 

I don’t find any parables between the time of Matthew 13, 
which gives the parables of the Church age, and Matthew 16.
And when we come to Matthew 16 we come to a very important 
turning point in the life of Christ. Turn to it (read 



16:21). In my estimation, in this verse we come to a very 
important turning point in the life of Christ. From here 
on, He is destined for the cross. His fate is sealed. He 
has foretold the coming Church age in the parables of 
Matthew 13, and now His death is certain. So our verse 
says, “From that time Jesus began to show His disciples 
that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer…” There was another
such point earlier in His life. We find it in Matthew 4:17 
(read). 

But just before we come to Matthew 16:21, we have a 
parable, and it is significant right where it is found. 
Look at Matthew 16:1-4 (read). The Jews, like the rest of 
us, learn some signs from nature. When certain kinds of 
weather develop, we have a good idea what is coming next. 
But the Jews, who had studied Scripture all their lives 
could not discern what time they were in spiritually. 
Christ, reading the signs, knew what was about to happen. 
The Jews, not truly knowing the Scriptures had no idea what
time it was. This parable really introduces us to the 
parables that will come after this. 

May I say here, that from a knowledge of the Scriptures, 
believers should be able to see what time we are in, but by
far the most don’t. As a matter of fact, in a time when we 
should study prophecy as never before, we are dropping it 
more and more! 

C.  TO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 

2.  What is the kingdom of heaven? Do Chart first? 

Our second question is, what is the kingdom of God, or the 
kingdom of heaven? Maybe I should begin with this question:
Of what value is it to study this question, or even the 
parables that are in view in this series? Does it weigh in 
on present day concerns at all? Well, it has very far 
reaching ramifications, right at our present time. 

So, let me alert you to a very present day theological 
issue. It is with regard to kingdom now theology. So let me
give you a brief history of thought with regard to the 
return of Christ. In Christian history there have been 
three major views of prophecy or eschatology as it relates 
to the return of Christ. The first view held historically 
was premillennialism, which says Christ will return before 
the millennium. It has three major branches of thought; 



pre, mid, and post tribulationism. I believe this view 
dates back to the apostles, and certainly to the early 
church fathers. Then there is amillennialism, and it says 
there will be no millennium, no literal reign of Christ on 
earth for 1000 years. It came into existence in the 
teaching of Augustine of Hippo, who was born in 354 AD. 
Then there is postmillennialism. It is uncertain when this 
view developed but it is held that Daniel Whitby, who lived
from 1638-1725 first developed it systematically, thought 
roots of this teaching were around earlier (Thomas Ice, 
www.raptureready.com). 

Here is what Thomas Ice says about Postmillennialism: 

• First, postmillennialism "understands the Messianic 
kingdom to have been founded upon the earth during the 
earthly ministry and through the redemptive labors of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. . . . the Church becomes the transformed
Israel."

• Second, "the fundamental nature of that kingdom is 
essentially redemptive and spiritual . . . Christ rules His
kingdom spiritually in and through His people in the world 
(representation), as well as by His universal providence."

• Third, Christ's "kingdom will exercise a transformational
socio-cultural influence in history. This will occur as 
more and more people are converted to Christ."

• Fourth, "postmillennialism, thus, expects the gradual, 
developmental expansion of the kingdom of Christ in time 
and on earth. . . . Christ's personal presence on earth is 
not needed for the expansion of His kingdom."

• Fifth, "postmillennialism confidently anticipates a time 
in earth history (continuous with the present) in which the
very gospel already operative in the world will have won 
the victory throughout the earth in fulfillment of the 
Great Commission. . . . During that time the overwhelming 
majority of men and nations will be Christianized, 
righteousness will abound, wars will cease, and prosperity 
and safety will flourish."

• Sixth, there are "two types of postmillennialism today: 
pietistic and theonomic postmillennialism. . . . Pietistic 
postmillennialism . . . denies that the postmillennial 
advance of the kingdom involves the total transformation of
culture through the application of biblical law. Theonomic 
postmillennialism affirms this."

• Seventh, "possibly 'we can look forward to a great 
'golden age' of spiritual prosperity continuing for 

http://www.raptureready.com/


centuries, or even for millenniums, . . .' After this . . .
earth history will be drawn to a close by the personal, 
visible, bodily return of Jesus Christ (accompanied by a 
literal resurrection and a general judgment) to introduce 
His . . . consummative and eternal form of the kingdom."[1]

Of the views of the meaning of the kingdom of God, the 
seventh view that McClain gives is the liberal social-
Kingdom idea. He writes, “According to this emphasis, the 
Kingdom of God is the progressive social organization and 
improvement of mankind, in which society rather than the 
individual is given first place. The main task of the 
Church is, therefore, to establish a Christian Social Order
which in turn will actually make ‘bad men do good things.’ 
As a modern movement this notion began with the cult of 
‘Christian Socialism’ under the leadership of J. F. D. 
Moarice and Charles Kingsley” (pg. 11). 

And last, let me quote from a Lighthouse Trails article by 
Jan Markel. It says, “One of the fastest-growing false 
teachings in the church today is called by various names: 
Kingdom Now, Dominion Theology, Reconstructionism, and the 
Restoration Movement. It is also known as “liberation 
theology.” It is an effort to use the church to make the 
world perfect for our Lord’s return. It is embraced and 
taught in part or whole by the National and World Council 
of Churches, Jim Wallis, Tony Campolo, Earl Paulk, Bob 
Weiner, John Wimber, James Robison (who is called “the 
President’s pastor”). There are many other names that are 
focusing on the Leftist social gospel in hopes that this 
will clean up the world and make it perfect for Christ’s 
return. No more disease, war, poverty, AIDS, global 
warming, etc. Jesus will return when the church is unified,
vibrant, forceful, spotless, and wrinkle-free. This is 
delusional and keeping people out of Heaven” 
(http://www.lighthousetrailsresearch.com/blog/?p=3295)
 
Now all of these views are based on their understanding of 
what this phrase, ‘kingdom of god’ or ‘kingdom of heaven’ 
means. There are other views, but these directly affect 
what is happening today. (Canadian Menn. Univ. some years 
ago). 

So, our first question was, what is a parable. Our second 
question is, what is the kingdom of God, or the kingdom of 
heaven? And if one takes any interpretation, except the 



premillennial view which is based on the literal, and 
grammatical interpretation of Scripture, the parables we 
are about to look at will take on an entirely different 
outlook. 

Just by changing this view, we can change from expecting 
Christ at any moment, to not expecting Him for possibly 
thousands of years. And when that happens, a major change 
takes place in one’s whole outlook on life. 

Now, let me address one other question. It is this: do both
phrases refer to the same thing or are different ideas in 
view? These questions, then, we want to answer before we 
begin. The time spent studying those questions in history 
is immeasurable. It is interesting that both of these 
phrases never occur in the OT. But, the phrase, kingdom of 
God alone occurs 69 times in the NT, and 54 of those are in
the Gospels. The phrase ‘kingdom of heaven’ occurs 32 times
in the Bible, and all 32 occurrences are in the Gospel of 
Matthew. He alone uses that phrase. 

There is a question that has always surfaced in a study of 
the kingdom, and it is this: Are the kingdom of heaven and 
the kingdom of God the same, or do they refer to two 
different ideas or things? 

J. Alva McClain has written an entire book on the kingdom 
of heaven. It is a book much endorsed by the producers of 
the ‘Israel My Glory’ magazine. The copyright date is 1959,
and it truly is a great book. McClain gives 8 different 
views as to what the kingdom of God is. We won’t take time 
to go through those. But he quotes Archibald Robertson who 
has said this, “The Kingdom of God has, in the course of 
Christian History, received three principle 
interpretations. It has been identified firstly with the 
perfect reign of God in heaven after the Last Judgement; 
secondly with a visible reign of Christ on earth between 
the second coming of Christ and the Last Judgment; thirdly 
with the Visible Church on earth between the first and the 
second coming of Christ.”

Are the kingdom of God and the kingdom of heaven the same? 
A comparison of Matthew 11:11 with Luke 7:28; and Matthew 
19:14 with Mark 10:14 and Luke 18:16 will show that where 
in the same instance Matthew uses the phrase ‘kingdom of 
heaven’, the others use the phrase, ‘kingdom of God’. This 
shows they refer to the same thing. The question might now 



come, why these two different phrases? First, the kingdom 
it is speaking of, is ruled over by God. But second, this 
kingdom is ruled over by God from heaven. It does not have 
a mediator on earth, as did the all the other ages. 

 II.  THE LATTER PARABLES

We begin in Matthew 16. As I mentioned earlier, we have 
come to a very important turning point in the life of 
Christ. He has recently come from the north, from Tyre and 
Sidon and has come back down into Galilee, where he went up
into a mountain and fed the four thousand. After this He 
crossed over the Sea of Galilee to Magdala (Matt. 15:39). 

It is here that the Pharisees and Saducees came to test Him
(Matt. 16:1). They wanted to see a sign from Him, but they 
wanted a sign from heaven. In Matthew 12:38, they also 
wanted a sign from Him. Jesus there, as here, called them a
wicked and adulterous generation. They were adulterers to 
God. And in the earlier request Jesus said the only sign 
they would receive is that of Jonah, which was that He 
would be in the heart of the earth for three days and three
nights. 

Now they want a sign from heaven. They wanted to see 
something miraculous in the heavens, maybe like the sun 
going back 10 degrees or some such like thing. They wanted 
a divine sign. Well, the sign of Jonah was a divine sign, 
but they wanted a sign from heaven, and a sign from heaven 
is what they got. Look at 16:2-3 (read). 

Here is a figure of speech. If the sky is red in the 
evening, they see by this sign that it will be a nice day 
tomorrow (Owunt roodt, morjun goot). But, if the sky is red
in the morning, they say the weather won’t be good today. 
There was their sign in heaven. And what is the meaning of 
the parable? What is the divine truth? They had the 
Scriptures that foretold what would be in the future, and 
from those they should have been able to read the signs 
themselves, just as they could from the weather. But 
because they had failed to observe the Scriptures like they
had the weather, they were not able to tell what was 
coming. 

And once more Jesus tells them that the only sign they will
be given was given to them by God in Jonah. And once more 
He calls them a wicked and adulterous generation. 



 II.  THE DOOR AND THE SHEPHERD John 10:1-16

The next parable chronologically that I find is given in 
John 10:1-16 (read). Jesus has just healed a blind man, and
because he confessed Christ, they excommunicated him. And I
suppose that John 9:

Here especially, “Other sheep I have. Them also I must 
bring.” 

III.  THE HARVEST Luke 10:2

In Matthew 12 Jesus had sent out the 12 disciples. He 
commanded them strictly not to go into Gentile places, but 
to go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel (Matt. 10:1-
5). Now in Luke 10, Jesus selects 70 into every place where
He Himself would come also. In 10:2 He said, “The harvest 
truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray 
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His 
harvest.” It is interesting that now there is no 
restriction against going to the Gentiles. They are to go 
wherever He was going to go. 

Let me make a side note here. When He sent out the 12, He 
gave them power over unclean spirits, and here, when He 
sends out the 70, when they return they report that the 
demons are subject to them in Jesus name. 

But it seems that the Gospel is opening up to more than to 
the Jews. I believe that Jesus now clearly knows He has 
already been rejected by Israel. And He knows He is on the 
way to the cross now. And the Gospel is now opening up to 
the Gentiles as well. 

 IV.  THE GOOD SAMARITAN Luke 10:30-37

That brings us to the next parable in Luke 10 (read 30-37).
NOTE: Setting. But could it be that Jesus is warning the 
religious leaders of Israel here? And note that the person 
who is injured is not classed as a Jew or Gentile. And the 
man who helped the injured man was a Samaritan. A Samaritan
was a mixture of Jew and Gentile. Nothing could be a more 
undesirable message to the Jews than that a Samaritan would
outdo them spiritually!

  V.  THE THREE LOAVES Luke 11:5-8



A.  The Setting (11:1-4)

When Jesus was praying at a certain place, when He was done
His disciples asked Him to teach them to pray. And so He 
gave them a sample prayer. 

B.  The Parable (11:5-8)

And immediately after this, Jesus gives this parable of a 
man who got unexpected company and he went to his friend to
ask for some bread to feed the company. And though this 
friend did not get up to help him out because he was his 
friend, yet because the man persisted he went and helped 
him out. 

C.  The Application (8-13)

God would give to Israel the gift of the Holy Spirit, if 
they would but seek Him importunately. 

 VI.  THE LAMP (Luke 11:33)

A.  The Setting (11:14-28)

Jesus cast out a spirit in a certain place. Some claimed He
did this through the devil. Others tried to test Him by 
asking a sign from Him. Knowing all their thoughts, 
addressed the first group first, that is those who thought 
He was using demonic powers to cast out demons (see 17-26).

Ladies’ comment and Jesus’ answer (27-28). 

And now, while the crowd is gathered around Him thickly, He
addresses those who tested Him earlier by seeking a sign 
(read 29-32). 

C. The Parable

Jesus now gives the parable in verses 33. 

D. The Application

We have the application in 34-36. Is 35-54 part of 
application?

VII.  THE RICH MAN (Luke 12:16-21)



A.  The Setting (12:13-15)

B.  The Parable (12:16-21)

C.  The Application (12:22-34)

Their danger will always be to let riches lead them from 
what is truly important. 

VIII. WAITING SERVANTS (Luke 12:35-39)

A.  The Setting (12:16-34)

B.  The Parable (12:35-39)

Matthew 10, sending out of 12, and told will not have gone 
over the cities of Israel until the Son of man comes. 
There, we have the first intimation I find that Jesus will 
be leaving and returning. 

Here in Luke, we have a second. Jesus is warning the 
disciples that they are to be like men who wait for the 
return of their master from the wedding. (Waist girded and 
lamps burning, Like Israel at first Passover.)

Notice in verse 37 Master will serve them. Out of keeping? 
This is millennium? 

Told for first time that the Son of Man will leave and 
return at an unexpected time.***

C.  The Application (37-40)

 IX.  FAITHFUL AND UNFAITHFUL STEWARDS (Luke 41-48)

A.  The Setting (41 and previous passage)

B.  The Parable (41-48)

Explain ‘steward’ and servant?

C.  The Application (49-59?)

  X.  THE WEATHER AND DISCERNING THE TIMES (Luke 12:54-59)



A.  The Setting (49-53)

B.  The Parable (54-56)

C.  The Application (57-59)

Check 57-59 with similar passages.

 XI.  THE BARREN FIG TREE (Luke 13:6-9)

A.  The Setting (13:1-5)

B.  The Parable (6-9)

C.  The Application (?)

Symbolic of Jews. The three years = three years of Jesus’ 
ministry? I say He ministered 2 years. The three years are 
John and Jesus’ ministries combined? 

Rejection of Israel, key. 

XII.  THE GUESTS (14:7-11)

A.  The Setting (14:1-7)

B.  The Parable (8-10)

C.  The Application (11)

Jew will lose his place of honor and Gentiles will sit in 
the important seat? 

XII.  THE GREAT SUPPER (Luke 14:15-24)

A.  The Setting (14:1-14)

B.  The Parable (14:15-24)

C.  The Application (24)

Jews who were invited will be excluded from that supper. 
Which supper is this? 

XIII. COUNTING THE COST (Luke 14:28-31)



A.  The Setting (25-27)

B.  The Parable (28-32)

C.  The Application (33-35)

Note parable in application. Jews ought to count the cost? 

IVX.  THE LOST (Luke 15:1-32) As Jesus is going up to Jerusalem 
just before the crucifixion? 

A.  The Lost Sheep (15:1-7)

1.  The Setting (15:1-3)

2.  The Parable (4-6)

3.  The Application (7)

B.  The Lost Coin (15:8-10)

1.  The Setting (15:1-3)

2.  The Parable (8-9)

3.  The Application (10)

C.  The Lost Son (15:11-32)

1.  The Setting (15:1-3)

2.  The Parable (11-32)

3.  The Application ()

Jews unhappy about salvation of Gentiles??

 VX.  THE UNJUST STEWARD (Luke 16:1-13)

A.  The Setting (15:1-32?)

B.  The Parable (16:1-8)

C.  The Application (9-13)

God made Israel steward of the Gospel?



XVI.  THE SLAVE’S DUTY (Luke 17:7-10)

A.  The Setting (17:1-6)

B.  The Parable (7-10)

C.  The Application (?)

XVII. THE IMPORTUNATE WIDOW (Luke 18:1-6)

A.  The Setting (Luke 17:20-37)

The setting is most crucial here. 

B.  The Parable (18:1-5)

Importunate prayer mentioned once before. Directed to Jews?

C.  The Application (6-8)

Note, most crucial as well. 

XVIII. TWO PRAYING MEN (Luke 18:10-14)

A.  The Setting (18:1-9)

Note the setting and context here. 

B.  The Parable (10-13)

C.  The Application (14)

Two men; Jew & Gentile? 

XIX.  THE LOST SHEEP (Matthew 18:12-13)

A.  The Setting (18:1-11)

Note, first time in Matthew for some time. 

B.  The Parable (12-13)

C.  The Application (15-20?)

 XX.  TWO DEBTORS (Matthew 18:23-35)



A.  The Setting (1-22)

B.  The Parable (23-34)

Jews owe far more to God than Gentiles owe to them? 

C.  The Application (35)

XXI.  VINEYARD OWNER HIRING WORKERS (Matthew 20:1-16)

A.  The Setting (19:27-30)

B.  The Parable (1-15)

C.  The Application (16)

Starts with last first and first last and ends the same.

XXII.  CURSING OF FIG TREE (Matthew 21:18-22)

A.  The Setting (Luke 13:6-9)

Fig tree that had been dug around for three years has now 
come to its end? 

B.  The Parable (18-22)

Parabolic action? 

C.  The Application (?)

XXIII. TWO SONS (Matthew 21:28-30)

A.  The Setting (21:23-27)

B.  The Parable (28-31a)

C.  The Application (31b-32)

Gentiles before Jews? 

XXIV.  LANDOWNER WITH VINEYARD (Matt. 21:33-41; Mk. 12:1-9; Lk. 
20:9-15)

A.  The Setting (Matt. 21:28-32; Mr. 11:27-33; Lk. 20:1-8)

Note: John Baptist, common denominator? 



B.  The Parable (Matthew 21:33-41)

C.  The Application (42-46)

 XV.  KING’S WEDDING INVITATION (Matthew 22:1-14)

A.  The Setting (Matthew 21)

B.  The Parable (Matthew 22:1-14)

Numerous important point. Last part very important to 
understanding other points in other parables. 

C.  The Application (14)

XVI.  ‘THE’ FIG TREE (Matthew 24:32; Mark 13:28; Luke 21:29-30)

A.  The Setting (24:1-31)

B.  The Parable (24:32)

C.  The Application (33-51)

XVII.  MAN WHO LEAVES FOR FAR COUNTRY (Mark 13:34-37)

A.  The Setting (13:1-33)

B.  The Parable (13:34-37)

C.  The Application (35-37)

XVII. MASTER AND THIEF (Matthew 24:42-44)

A.  The Setting (32-41)

Note: Are days of Noah a parable?

B.  The Parable (42-43)

C.  The Application (44)

XII.  TWO SERVANTS (Matthew 24:45-51)

A.  The Setting (32-41)

B.  The Parable (45-51)



C.  The Application (?)

No application necessary to be made. 

XII.  THE TEN VIRGINS (Matthew 25:1-13)

A.  The Setting (24:32-51)

B.  The Parable (25:1-13)

Rapture = first five virgins

Second coming = next five virgins

C.  The Application (13)

XII.  THE TALENTS (Matthew 25:14-30)

A.  The Setting (24:32-15:13)

B.  The Parable (25:14-30)

C.  The Application ()

First two servants = at rapture

Last servant = at second coming

Show similarities of all “Lord, Lord’ passages and judgment
at end of trib passages. 

XII.  SHEEP AND GOAT JUDGMENT (Matthew 25:31-46)

A.  The Setting (Matthew 24-25)

B.  The Parable (Matthew 25:31-46)

C.  The Application (?)
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