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KJV – Genesis 47:1-31 

 

“Israel is Exalted in Goshen” 

Introduction: 
 
     At the end of chapter number 46 Joseph instructs his brothers when that they were come into 
Pharaoh they are to tell the king that they are “keepers of livestock,” shepherds. As we will see from 
this lesson this evening how that Israel is exalted by Pharaoh in Egypt. God will give His blessings to 
those who are gracious and generous to His faithful family.   
 
Genesis 47:1-6 

1 Then Joseph came and told Pharaoh, and said, My father and my brethren, and their flocks, and their 
herds, and all that they have, are come out of the land of Canaan; and, behold, they are in the land of 
Goshen. 

2 And he took some of his brethren, even five men, and presented them unto Pharaoh. 

3 And Pharaoh said unto his brethren, What is your occupation? And they said unto Pharaoh, Thy 
servants are shepherds, both we, and also our fathers. 

4 They said morever unto Pharaoh, For to sojourn in the land are we come; for thy servants have no 
pasture for their flocks; for the famine is sore in the land of Canaan: now therefore, we pray thee, let 
thy servants dwell in the land of Goshen. 

5 And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying, Thy father and thy brethren are come unto thee: 

6 The land of Egypt is before thee; in the best of the land make thy father and brethren to dwell; in the 
land of Goshen let them dwell: and if thou knowest any men of activity among them, then make them 
rulers over my cattle. 

     Out of mere respect and in accordance with the customs of the land of Egypt, Joseph brought five 
representatives from his family to courteously request permission to reside in the land of Goshen. 
Joseph who was wise to the court procedures paved the way for Pharaoh’s approval and 
confirmation as seen in verse six.  

    In fact Pharaoh not only gives his approval and confirmation in verse six but he authorized the 
promotion of some of them to be the rulers over the king’s cattle in Egypt.  

 

mailto:princess.chapel@yahoo.com


2 
 

Israel is Exalted in Goshen      Princess Chapel Church 

Genesis 47:7-11 

7 And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set him before Pharaoh: and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 

8 And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, How old art thou? 

9 And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty 
years: few and evil have the days of the years of my life been, and have not attained unto the days of 
the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage. 

10 And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from before Pharaoh. 

11 And Joseph placed his father and his brethren, and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in 
the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded. 

     There are two main contextual points to notice here: 

1. Jacob pronounces two blessings on Pharaoh, one when arriving in Genesis 47:7 and one 
when leaving in Genesis 47:10. 
 

2. Pharaoh commanded that Jacob and his family were to have the best of the land in Genesis 
47:11. 

 
     Jacob’s blessings to Pharaoh, the aged patriarch’s salutations pronounced, undoubtedly in the 
name of God, a benediction on Pharaoh Senusert III for his generosity and his provision of a safe 
place to live for Jacob and his family. Though Senusert III had ascended to the Egyptian throne 
before the famine ended, he honored his father’s commitments.  
 
     Verse nine records Jacob’s words to Pharaoh. Since neither Jacob nor his fathers had actually 
possessed the land of Canaan, describing life as a pilgrimage or sojourning was a fitting evaluation 
to give. In addition, his years seemed few in contrast to those of the two who had visited Egypt long 
before him, Abraham living to be 175 and Isaac living to be 180.  
 
     Verse eleven shows how God used this Egyptian king to preserve His remnant not only to 
preserve them but to bless them so that they may grow strong. Pharaoh commands the land be 
given to them and that they receive the best in the land. 
 
Genesis 47:12 

12 And Joseph nourished his father, and his brethren, and all his father's household, with bread, 
according to their families. 

     Verse twelve shows us that Joseph was still in charge of the grain warehouses in Egypt. It also 
clearly shows us that a rationing system was evidently in operation and Joseph was the overseer. 

     This section ends with Joseph “providing” for his family (Genesis 47:12). This particular Hebrew 
word means that Joseph held up, sustained, protected and provided for his family (Gesenius, 
Hebrew Lexicon, p. 586).  
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     While the rest of the world was experiencing a severe famine, God’s family was enjoying a feast. 
In these times of worldly and economic uncertainty, those faithful to God can always depend on 
Him. Seek Him first and He will add many things to your life.   

Genesis 47:13-24 

13 And there was no bread in all the land; for the famine was very sore, so that the land of Egypt and all 
the land of Canaan fainted by reason of the famine. 

14 And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the land of Egypt, and in the land of 
Canaan, for the corn which they bought: and Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh's house. 

15 And when money failed in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came unto 
Joseph, and said, Give us bread: for why should we die in thy presence? for the money faileth. 

16 And Joseph said, Give your cattle; and I will give you for your cattle, if money fail. 

17 And they brought their cattle unto Joseph: and Joseph gave them bread in exchange for horses, and 
for the flocks, and for the cattle of the herds, and for the asses: and he fed them with bread for all their 
cattle for that year. 

18 When that year was ended, they came unto him the second year, and said unto him, We will not hide 
it from my lord, how that our money is spent; my lord also hath our herds of cattle; there is not ought 
left in the sight of my lord, but our bodies, and our lands: 

19 Wherefore shall we die before thine eyes, both we and our land? buy us and our land for bread, and 
we and our land will be servants unto Pharaoh: and give us seed, that we may live, and not die, that 
the land be not desolate. 

20 And Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for the Egyptians sold every man his field, 
because the famine prevailed over them: so the land became Pharaoh's. 

21 And as for the people, he removed them to cities from one end of the borders of Egypt even to the 
other end thereof. 

22 Only the land of the priests bought he not; for the priests had a portion assigned them of Pharaoh, 
and did eat their portion which Pharaoh gave them: wherefore they sold not their lands. 

23 Then Joseph said unto the people, Behold, I have bought you this day and your land for Pharaoh: lo, 
here is seed for you, and ye shall sow the land. 

24 And it shall come to pass in the increase, that ye shall give the fifth part unto Pharaoh, and four 
parts shall be your own, for seed of the field, and for your food, and for them of your households, and 
for food for your little ones. 

     When the famine finally exhausted the Egyptians’ supply of money, Joseph accepted animals in 
exchange for grain (Genesis 47:17). After the animals ran out, the people were desperate enough to 
exchange their land (Genesis 47:19-20). 



4 
 

Israel is Exalted in Goshen      Princess Chapel Church 

     Eventually, Pharaoh owned all the land, except the land that was allocated for the priests 
(Genesis 47:22).  According to the Egyptian law the people were allowed to work the land and pay 
one-fifth of its yield to Pharaoh. Whatever may have been the land tenure system at that time, some 
private land ownership did at first exist, but finally, as in a feudal system, all worked their land for 
Pharaoh. Landed nobility did lose out and declined during major social reforms undertaken under 
Senusert III. This is the first record in Scripture of a national income tax, and the amount was 20%. 
Later after the Exodus, God would prescribe tithes for Israel as national income taxes to support the 
theocracy as seen in Malachi 3:10. 

Genesis 47:25-26 

25 And they said, Thou hast saved our lives: let us find grace in the sight of my lord, and we will be 
Pharaoh's servants. 

26 And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt unto this day, that Pharaoh should have the fifth 
part, except the land of the priests only, which became not Pharaoh's. 

     Here were extra measures imposed by Joseph to control the impact of the famine, moving parts 
of the population into the cities as seen from verse 21. Further demanding 1/5 tax on crop yields as 
seen from verse 24. Even thou these were hard measures taken God blessed Joseph and these hard 
measures taken did not affect his approval ratings as seen from verse 25. The people, even though 
severally taxed, with the loss of their animals and land still felt gracious because they proclaimed: 
Thou hast saved our lives: let us find grace in the sight of my lord, and we will be Pharaoh's servants. 

Genesis 47:27-28  

27 And Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the country of Goshen; and they had possessions therein, and 
grew, and multiplied exceedingly. 

28 And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years: so the whole age of Jacob was an hundred forty 
and seven years. 

     For 17 years Jacob was witness to the increase of the nation of Israel. He had a glimpse of God’s 
promise to Abraham, Isaac and himself in the process of being fulfilled.  

Genesis 47:29-31 

29 And the time drew nigh that Israel must die: and he called his son Joseph, and said unto him, If now I 
have found grace in thy sight, put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with 
me; bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt: 

30 But I will lie with my fathers, and thou shalt carry me out of Egypt, and bury me in their burying 
place. And he said, I will do as thou hast said. 

31 And he said, Swear unto me. And he sware unto him. And Israel bowed himself upon the bed's head. 
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     The time is near that Jacob must die. There are three realities seen within these three verses: 

1. Jacob must die in the land of Egypt. 
2. Jacob must not be buried in Egypt. 
3. Jacob worshipped God upon his bed. 

     Jacob was too sick to travel to one of the great worship places, so he worshipped God on his bed. 
He bowed and prayed and worshipped. Age cannot ever be used as an excuse for not remaining 
faithful to God or faithful to worship. One may always bow and worship God at the side of his bed. 
What we see here is a man committed to doing God’s will until the end of his life and as a result he 
ends up being one of the most honored saints in the entire Bible. 
 


