
INTRODUCTION 
 
Some writers tell us why they wrote what they did. John gives his reason near the end of the 

Gospel - "so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 

you may have life in his name" (20:31).  
That also describes his experience when Jesus performed his first miraculous sign.  
 
MARY'S EXPECTATIONS 
 
Jesus, his mother Mary, and his new disciples were invited to a wedding. The unthinkable 

happened. They ran out of wine. That was considered such a disgrace the bridegroom would 

never get over it. 
Mary mentioned it to Jesus. She had good reason to expect him to help. His birth was 

supernatural. Angels foretold it. Shepherds and wise men worshipped him. The ruler tried to kill 

him. He spoke of God as his Father. His cousin John the Baptist spoke of him as the expected 

Messiah. Surely he could help in this pressing need.  
Mary did not know the full extent of what her son would do. She did not need to in order to deal 

with the task in hand. He responds to our faith in him even when it is imperfect.  
She also directed the servants to him and did not dictate what should be done. She was doing no 

more than what Andrew and Philip had done a few days earlier when they Simon and Nathaniel 

to Jesus. There is nothing in the Bible to suggest that Mary has any influence over her son. 

Indeed, God states plainly, "My glory I will not give to another" (Isaiah 42:8).  
Jesus said, "My hour has not yet come." It became a common expression of his until his last 

evening with his disciples when he said, "The hour has come." He was telling Mary that he had 

greater things than these to attend to and that the timing was in God's hands. There is an element 

of "not yet" in God's kingdom. Mary had not yet witnessed the crucifixion, resurrection, 

ascension to glory, or Day of Pentecost. The greatest matters were still future. But his actions 

showed he was willing to work at that time. There is a "now" as well as a "not yet".  
That is instructive for us. We wait for the best things. Jesus' second coming, the day of 

judgement, and marriage supper of the Lamb are still in the future. But there are things Jesus is 

able and willing to do right now. "Today is the day of salvation" and anyone who comes to God 

in Jesus' name will be accepted as righteous and adopted into God's family.  
 
A SIGN OF SOMETHING ELSE 
 
What happened next could only have taken place by the power of God. Jesus instructed the 

servants to fill three water pots that could contain about 20 gallons in total. When they began to 

pour the water out they found it had turned into wine.  
This miracle (as well as his presence) was an affirmation of marriage. It was a great act of 

kindness to both bridegroom and guests. And it showed supernatural power.  
The writer does leave us with the bare facts. He tells us they were a "sign". This miracle had 

profound significance.  
A sign points to something else - that is its purpose. John tells us what it showed the disciples - 

they "saw his glory and believed on him." It pointed to who Jesus is. They saw something in him 

they had not seen before. We do not know all that they recognised, but we too should 'see' Jesus 

in a different light as we think about this miracle. 



The bridegroom had failed in his basic duty of providing for his guests. Jesus took his place. 

God's kingdom was often compared to a marriage feast (and God was called the husband of his 

people). Where humanity failed Jesus took over and did what was needed. Perhaps his disciples 

recognised him as the heavenly Bridegroom.  
It showed wonderful kindness. He was a guest yet he did what the host should have done. He 

spared the host and his family much disgrace, and made the celebration even better through the 

quality of the wine he provided. It points to his grace in providing guilty humanity with the good 

standing we had lost by our sin, and blessing us with heaven's riches.  
It was an act of creative power and pointed to him as the One who brings us to life when we 

were dead in sin. It shows he has the power to do what his kindness prompts him to. There is 

only one who fits this description. Jesus is the Son of God. The disciples recognised him by what 

he did that day.  
They believed in him. He gained credibility. They saw that he could do what no one else could, 

and do it generously. In this way they learned to expect him to usher in God's kingdom with all 

its rich blessings. They acted appropriately - they followed. Since God had promised eternal life 

to those who received his Christ those disciples must have received it.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
John's purpose in writing about Jesus was so that we would "believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son if God, and that by believing ... have life in his name (20:31).  
We should consider the evidence we have about Jesus. We have more evidence than Mary or the 

disciples. The gospels record many more of his words and works. We read of his kindness in 

offering himself in our place, bearing our sin on the cross so we may be forgiven. We read of 

him rising from the dead - evidence of God's power and approval, and that sin has indeed been 

put away. We read of him returning to heaven, and giving the Holy Spirit from the Day of 

Pentecost onwards. We have seen people whose lives (and deaths) were transformed through 

faith in him. And we have his promise that he will come again.  
We should also consider our future - how can we face our Judge unless Christ Jesus saves us? 

And why should we perish when there is such a person as Jesus? 
There is enough here to give Jesus credibility in our eyes, to acknowledge that he is Saviour and 

Lord, and lead us to request eternal life from him. If we do not - we are like those who "saw no 

beauty that we should desire him" (Isaiah 53). That tells us that we are dead in sin and need him 

to give us a new heart. It is time to ask him.  
Faith should lead us to do what he says. It should lead us to pray for all that we need. And it 

should lead us to wait patiently for the end - when he will have completed his work in us and will 

come again to bring all God's saints to glory. 
 


