
July 6, 2014 

The Light of the World 
John 8:12-20 !

BI: The same Light that exposes man’s sin also gives life to all who believe. 

Read John 8:12-20 !
Introduction:  

     Once again we find Jesus in the temple. In fact, John tells us specifically where He is 
in the Temple; namely, the Treasury. Now that may not mean anything to you at first 
because having never seen the Temple it just isn’t intuitive to us. Ancient historians, 
however, tell us that the “treasury” was actually not the place where the Jews stored their 
money, but rather the place where they collected it.  

     Many of you have studied the Bible and biblical history enough to know that the 
temple complex was divided into several different courts. The first (and largest) was the 
Court of the Gentiles. The second was the court of the Jews. The third was known as the 
court of women. The reason it was called the court of women is because Jewish women 
were allowed this far into the temple but no further. They couldn’t go into the court of 
men where the lambs were slaughtered and sacrificed, and no one but priests were 
allowed into the temple building itself.  

     The court of women was an interesting place. Because both men and women could 
congregate there, it was often a place where the Rabbis would teach. Additionally, it was 
the court where 13 trumpet-shaped receptacles were set up for the collection of money for 
the temple, hence it was commonly known as the “treasury.” It was here too, that during 
the feast of Tabernacles two giant golden candelabras were set up and lit to give light to 
the entire temple area. These were two massive, seven-branched lamps that gave off so 
much light that they appeared to illuminate the whole city! 

    It was here that Jesus made His shocking announcement: “I am the Light of the world; 
he who follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” Now this is 
an amazing statement! But what does it mean? 

    To get the heart of Jesus’ message here, we need to remember what the feast of booths 
was about. The feast of booths (or tabernacles/tents) was a feast established by God as an 
annual reminder of Israel’s 40 years of wandering in the desert. Now when you think 
about it, this was no small miracle. Moses was used by God to rescue some two million 
Jews from Egypt along with all their flocks and herds. And to what did God lead them? 
To a land rich in green grass and flowing streams? No, He lead them into a desert. The 
question that came immediately to mind when they crossed the Red Sea and saw that 
desert was, How will we ever survive? 



    Let’s think about that. What was needed for their survival? They needed water. And 
God provided it from a rock. They needed food. And God provided that in a bread-like 
substance which the people called “Manna.” But most importantly, they needed the 
presence of God. And this God gave them in the pillar of smoke and fire which they 
called the Shekinah: the radiant, illuminating glory of God.  

      Why is all of this relevant to the gospel of John? It is relevant because in chapters 4 & 
7 Jesus offers Himself as “Living Water.” Then in chapter 6 Jesus offers Himself as the 
“Bread of Life” and declared that His bread is superior to manna. And now, in chapter 8 
Jesus offers Himself as the Light of the World. Water, Bread, Light. This is what God 
provided Israel in the wilderness, and this is what Jesus is offering Israel here.  

    Still, the significance of this can easily be missed because I want to submit to you that 
Jesus wasn’t simply offering Himself as the One who can supply Israel’s needs. No, these 
three metaphors (water, bread, and light) are designed to communicate a much grater 
message; namely, that Jesus is God. That is, when Jesus said, “I am the light of the 
world,” He was claiming to be God. The same God who led Israel through the wilderness 
and provided for their every need. 

• 1 John 1:5 “This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, 
that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. 	


• Isaiah 60:19–20 “No longer will you have the sun for light by day, Nor for 
brightness will the moon give you light; But you will have the LORD for an 
everlasting light, And your God for your glory. 20 “Your sun will no longer set, 
Nor will your moon wane; For you will have the LORD for an everlasting light, 
And the days of your mourning will be over.  

• Revelation 21:22–23 Speaking of the New Jerusalem, John writes, “I saw no 
temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 And 
the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of 
God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.  

• Revelation 22:5 “And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have 
need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will 
illumine them.”  

    You see, the primary message Jesus came to bring is that He Himself is the very Son of 
God, the Messiah. But the Jews didn’t believe Him. And that’s what the rest of our text 
for this morning is about. As we read, we observe some significant courtroom language. 
Notice the key terms:  

• Testimony: 

➢ (13) You are testifying about yourself. Your testimony is not valid 

➢ (14) “Even if I testify about myself, my testimony is true.  

➢ (17) “The testimony of two men.” 



➢ (18) “I am He who testifies about Myself and the Father who sent Me 
testifies.” 

• Judge: 

➢ (15) “You judge according to the flesh, I am not judging anyone.” 

➢ (16) “But even if I do judge, My judgment is true. 
• Truth: 

➢ (13) “Your testimony is not true.” 

➢ (14) “My testimony is true.” 

➢ (16) “My judgment is true.” 

➢ (17) “The testimony of two men is true.” 

     Now, we don’t have time to unpack all of this, but the distilled essence of this passage 
is that the Jewish leaders reject Jesus’ testimony about who He is. And the reason they 
give for rejecting Him is that the law requires two witnesses to confirm the truth in the 
court of law. In their minds, it was not sufficient for Jesus simply to testify about himself. 
But this wasn’t the real reason they were rejecting Him.  

    Jesus tells us the real reason. The real reason they were rejecting Him (15) is because 
“You judge according to the flesh.” The problem is NOT a lack of evidence. John the 
Baptist testified to Jesus’ identity; Jesus’ miracles testified to His identity; The word of 
God testified to Jesus’ identity; and on three separate occasions God the Father spoke 
audibly out of heaven testifying to Jesus’ identity. No, the reason the Pharisees rejected 
Jesus’ testimony about Himself was simple because they were ruled by their fleshly, 
human desires rather than a love for God.  In other words, they loved their sin rather than 
God.  

     Listen to the way John describes this at the beginning of his gospel.  
• John 1:4–5 “In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. 5 The Light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.” (so, whatever “Light” 
is, it has the power to give life)	


• John 1:9–11 “There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens 
every man. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the 
world did not know Him. 11 He came to His own, and those who were His own 
did not receive Him.” (so the Apostle John reveals that this light is Jesus who 
came to give life to the world but was rejected).	


• John 3:19–20 “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and 
men loved the darkness rather than the Light, [and here is why…] for their deeds 
were evil. 20 For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the 
Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.” (so darkness has to do with sin and 
evil which are contrary to the Light which is pure and holy because it is the light 
of God).	




     Do you know why the Pharisees would not believe Jesus’ testimony about Himself? It 
was because they didn’t want their “darkness” to be exposed. They didn’t want to admit 
that they were spiritually blind. They were not only walking in the darkness sin and evil, 
but they were blind to their own blindness which makes them doubly dark and doubly 
blind. This is why they were offended at Jesus. They knew intuitively that His holiness 
would expose their wretchedness so they didn’t want any part of Him. He offended them, 
and He angered them because His light shined right through them. 	

    This is what the light of God does. Yes it gives life to all who believe, but first it 
exposes our sin. And if the thing that makes you feel most alive is your sin, you will 
absolutely hate the light. You will hide from it. You will curse it. You will contrive all 
kinds of plausible reasons for rejecting it and you will keep all your hidden secrets tucked 
away in the darkest place possible so that no one (not even you) can see it for what it 
really is.	

     My friend, if this is a description of you this morning; if life for you consists of the 
thrill that you get from sin; if the thought of allowing Jesus Christ to shine the light of His 
holy gaze upon your life is an odious thing to you; then I have good news. Jesus does not 
wield His holy light to judge you, but to save. His is the light that gives life – eternal life. 
And it is an offer of life not only to the Jews but to the whole world, for He says, “I am 
the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life.”  In fact, in chapter 12 (12:46) Jesus says, “I have come as Light into the 
world, so that everyone who believes in Me will not remain in darkness.”  This explains 
how to exchange the darkness of your sin for the light that Jesus offers. You must 
“believe in Him.” That is, you must turn your back on the wisdom of the world and your 
only fleshly, human way of evaluating your life and entrust everything to Jesus. That’s 
what it means to “believe” in Him. 	

     So this morning, if you don’t belong to Christ God is telling you that He is the light 
that gives life to all who believe. All of your sin can be forgiven and you can be 
reconciled with God. Come to Him today and receive His offer of salvation. 	

    I suspect you probably have already discovered that the promise of life offered by 
money, physical pleasure, education, relationships, government, false religion, and other 
things of this world are but empty promises. None of these things can give you a pure 
heart, remove your guilt and shame and bring about reconciliation between you and God. 
But Jesus can. He is the true light. He is the light that gives life. And it is a life that can be 
yours if you will humble yourself before Him and invite Him to shine His light on your 
life, expose your sin, and remove it from you like the spiritual cancer that it is. 	

     On the other hand, if you already belong to Christ; if you have already placed your 
hope in Him, there is application for you as well. Paul describes your salvation like this 
(Col. 1:13): “He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the 
kingdom of His beloved Son.” Do you know what that means? It means we now live in a 
different kingdom. We have been rescued from the kingdom of darkness where sin was 
normal and delightful and fun. Now we live in the kingdom of God’s Son, the kingdom of 
holiness, truth, and light. This should have a profound effect upon the way we live. 	




     First, it should move us to flee from sinful habits and behavior. Ephesians 5:8–11 “…
for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of 
Light 9 (for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth), 10 
trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 	

     Second, it should motivate us to keep an open and honest attitude about our sin. 1 John 
1:5–7 “This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is 
Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him 
and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; 7 but if we walk in the 
Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood 
of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.” 	

     The Lord Supper helps us walk in the Light. 	


BI: The same Light that exposes man’s sin also gives life to all who believe. 


