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SHINE ON US SO WE’LL BE SAVED 

Psalm 80: 1-19 and Hosea 14: 4-7 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

This past Thursday, I got a call from a pastor in Arkansas giving me three dates to 

consider coming to preach a five day revival series. The church in Horseshoe 

Bend, Arkansas is called New Beginnings in Jesus Fellowship. I talked with the 

pastor who accompanied me to Russia and Tatarstan in 1998, Pastor Jerry Reed. I 

know what he is praying for in his new church. I am also praying for the same in 

our church—a mighty revival, that must start in each of our hearts. I hope to go to 

preach for Pastor Jerry sometime this fall. I believe the time is ripe in America for 

us to utterly beseech heaven for revival. The founder of Life Action Ministries in a 

book he wrote in 1999, “Spirit of Revival” said these words that are convicting 

words all of us should consider. “If revival in this land depended on our own 

prayers, our own faith, and our own obedience, would America ever experience 

revival? If any or all of us fall short in praying for revival, in having faith for 

revival and in fervent faithfulness believing God will send revival, today’s 

message is for us—and I dedicate this message to us all that it might be used of 

God to spawn revival in each of our hearts and lives and families and church.  

 

It seems that the writer of this psalm is perhaps a descendent of the worship guild 

or worship team that King David inaugurated in his day. It was now 300 years 

since David’s day and this writer Asaph appears to be writing these words after the 

Assyrians captured, plundered, and took into captivity or killed the 10 Northern 

Tribes of Israel—what we know as the Northern Kingdom. That capture happened 

in 722 BC. No one knows for sure when this psalm was written, but many scholars 

think that it was `somewhere  around 722 B.C. The nation of Israel was divided 

since the days of Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, 200 + years before, with 

Rehoboam ruling the Southern Kingdom of Judah and Jeroboam becoming the first 

king and an evil king of the Northern Kingdom. Jereboam set up an idolatrous 

form of golden calf worship, setting up two calves of gold and declaring, in I Kings 

12: 28, “Behold, your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out the land of Egypt.” 

Jereboam was bent on keeping his 10 tribes from going to Jerusalem to worship 

God. None of Jereboam’s successor kings removed the golden calves despite 

God’s warnings through many godly prophets. That’s why the Northern Kingdom 

fell as the 10 tribes were dispersed to mix and mingle with the foreigners of 

Assyria and other nations as we read in II Kings 17. Asaph was doubtless a poet 

and prophet in Judah, the southern kingdom who knew about or witnessed 

personally the fall of the Northern Kingdom to Assyria, and now he saw Judah 

provoking God to anger with idolatry and courting disaster in going also into 

captivity to Assyria or Babylonia. In the midst of watching his own nation self-

destruct, Asaph is crying out to the Lord to send revival or restoration to His 
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people, Asaph’s country and countrymen. Notice the same exact prayer in Psalm 

80: 3, 7, and 19—“Restore us, O God; let Your face shine, that we may be saved!” 

The Hebrew word used in all three cries of Asaph is turn us back or restore us—the 

Hebrew word shuwb, which is used 1,066 times in the Old Testament. Does that 

tell us how much revival was needed back then as it yet is needed today? Shuwb 

means to turn back, to turn away from, to return to God, to retreat from sin, to 

restore or revive back to the point of departure from God. Judah was close to 

facing God’s same discipline for the sin of idolatry. The psalm is divided into four 

parts or strophes. Strophe # 1 is Asaph praying for God, Israel’s Shepherd to 

save His departed flock and restore them to Himself. –Psalm 80: 1-3. Strophe # 

2 is Asaph crying out to God, asking Him how long He will be angry with 

Judah and feed them tears, allowing the enemy to taunt and laugh at them.—

Psalm 80: 4-7. Strophe # 3 is  

Asaph telling the reader’s digest version of Israel being a vine God 

transplanted from Egypt to Canaan. Psalm 80: 8-11. Strophe # 4 is the 

passionate prayer of Asaph to restore, revive and save His people from going 

into captivity to the enemy. Psalm 80: 12-19.  

 

How do genuine times of national restoration or revival come? Revival comes 

through and by the faithful preaching of God’s Word and the accompanying work 

of the Holy Spirit, who opens the eyes of believers afresh to the holiness of God 

and the Holy Spirit convicts His people of their disobedience, idolatry and sin and 

their apathy in living for God. The Holy Spirit also opens the eyes of His blinded 

sons and daughters not only to His holiness, but to His anger and jealousy and 

wrath against disobedience to His Word and will. Convicted believers are revived 

when our hearts are broken over sin, and when we see how often we have grieved 

the Lord by disobeying His will, His Word, His Spirit’s voice and His promptings. 

When we as believers acknowledge we have dishonored the holy Name of the 

Lord, and when we cry out for the Lord to be glorified in our lives, revival comes. 

Sometimes revival is only individual or church wide, but sometimes revival can 

become viral by the Spirit to spread to a city, a county, a state and even a nation. 

When revival comes and tarries, it is a sovereign work of God’s grace, and cannot 

be attributed to any person or church, even though God’s work can begin in your 

or in me. Revival that the Lord sends could change the face of America and the 

course of history. That kind of a heaven sent revival is what Asaph was praying for 

and it is what I am praying and preaching for. This mighty psalm we are looking at 

before we share the Lord’s Supper reveals God’s ways of preparing His people for 

His reviving work. God is the Giver, the only Giver of revival, but there are ways 

that God sovereignly works in each of us to bring us to the point as God brought 

Asaph, of leading us to cry out for revival for our nation. What are these ways God 

sovereignly works in us to prepare our hearts to cry out to Him for revival? 
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GOD SOVEREIGNLY OPENS OUR EYES TO OUR DESPERATE NEED 

FOR REVIVAL AND THE POWERFUL FORCES THAT ARE SEEKING 

TO DESTROY OUR NATION. (I.) Beloved, if you and I are not already looking 

at our nation and starting to get desperate in our cries for revival, we are truly 

apathetic believers. The situation in our nation is dire, desperate, and difficult to 

imagine. Notice how God sovereignly opened Asaph’s eyes. Psalm 80 is one 

desperate plea, oozing and full to the brim with urgent, plaintive prayers. Notice 

verses 4, 5, “O Lord God of hosts, how long will You be angry with your people’s 

prayers? You have fed them with the bread of tears and given them tears to drink 

in full measure.” This is an earnest cup full of tears to drink and a bowl full of tears 

to eat as the liquid in their bread was tears. How desperate was Asaph? Notice the 

cries he makes in v. 6. “You make us an object of contention for our neighbors, 

and our enemies laugh among themselves.” In verses 12 and 13, Asaph adds and 

asks,” Why then have You have broken down our walls so that all who pass along 

the way, pluck its fruit? The boar from the forest ravages it, and all that move in 

the field feed on it.” Can you hear the desperation? The fruit trees inside 

Jerusalem’s walls were now open for scavenging and ravaging. With the walls torn 

down, the fruit trees are no longer privately owned by Jerusalem’s people. The 

enemy has a straight shot at every cherry tree, every fig tree, every apple tree, 

every olive tree and every pear tree. What the enemy wasn’t eating was what had 

fallen to the ground, the javelinas, the peccaries, the wild hogs and wild boars are 

smashing, devouring and wallowing in the fruit That’s their fruit crop. It’s a sad 

day. Added to the devastation, the city of Jerusalem and Judah, called God’s vine, 

has been set on fire, cut down and burned, v. 16. Beloved, over and over in 

scripture, when things get bad enough, God’s people get desperate and cry for 

revival. Notice verses 1-3, “Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph 

like a flock! You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth, before 

Ephraim, and Benjamin and Manasseh, stir up Your might and come to save us! 

Restore or revive us, O God; let Your face shine, that we may be saved!” 

 

Beloved, when we get desperate, we may pray prayers that to many folk, are not 

totally understandable, but God can still interpret our desperation, which is His 

leading. Notice whom Asaph calls God to stir up His might to come to save. 

Joseph and Banjamin are the only sons of Rachel. Yet Ephraim and Manasseh 

were Joseph’s two sons. Ephraim and Manasseh were the dominant two tribes of 

the Northern Kingdom 10 tribes of Israel. Yet Benjamin was united with Judah, 

and this Southern Kingdom of two tribes was spared from deportation when 

Assyria took the Northern Kingdom captive. Asaph was apparently praying not 

only for Judah to be spared, but it also seems he is praying for the Northern 

Kingdom of Israel, his captured brethren to be revived and restored. I see two parts 
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to our desperation crying for revival. (1) In crying to God with revival 

desperation, we go beyond our borders in crying for revival. We pray for those 

that have cut us off, as the Northern Kingdom had cut off the Southern Kingdom. 

Why pray for those golden calf worshippers? Why? They were Asaph’s extended 

family, his brothers. Beloved, we don’t just pray for us four, no more, our family, 

our church, but we pray for all our fellow believers. (2) In crying to God with 

revival desperation, we address the lameness of our past apathetic, angrifying 

prayers we have been praying to God. Have any of us ever examined how lame 

our prayers at times have been? Psalm 80: 4 is so strong, “O Lord God of hosts, 

how long will you be angry with Your people’s prayers?” What was so angrifying 

to God? His people were crying for deliverance from their enemies and at the same 

time worshipping idols, disobeying God and tolerating many sins in their lives. We 

know from Psalm 66: 18, “If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would 

not have listened.” We also know from II Chronicles 7: 14, “If My people, who are 

called by My name, humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from 

their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal 

their land.” When we get desperate, we even examine and confess the lameness of 

some of our prayers. We see how we have overlooked our sin and the evilness in 

our hearts, we agonize over our lame prayers til’ our lives are laid bare before God 

for Him to touch and cleanse. 2ndly, 

 

GOD SOVEREIGNLY IS THE ONLY ONE WHO CAN BLESS US, 

FORGIVE US, REVIVE US, AND SEND REVIVAL. (II.) Remember that God 

was the One who once had blessed His people, His land, just like once He may 

have blessed us richly, in spite of where we may stand with God today. Notice 

Psalm 80: 8. “You brought a vine out of Egypt; You drove out the nations and 

planted it, You transplanted that vine in Canaan.” Read on in verse 9-11. Look at 

God’s once bountiful blessing. “You cleared the ground for it; it took deep root and 

filled the land. The mountains were covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with 

its branches. It sent out its branches to the sea and its shoots to the River, 

apparently toward the Euphrates River.” God knows how to bless our “blesser” in 

our hearts. But He alone is the Blesser. In spite of His blessings, we often sin and 

our only hope is forgiveness. God alone is our only forgiver. Notice the cry of 

Asaph in Psalm 80: 14, “Turn again, revive us again, O God of hosts! Look down 

from heaven, and see; have regard for this vine, the stock that Your right hand 

planted and for the son whom You made strong for yourself.” This is a cry for 

forgiveness as Asaph is representatively praying a prayer of repentance for his 

nation.  

 

Beloved, Asaph is sharing with us the sad truth that despite the great blessing of 

God upon our heritage and our nation, every generation must choose whom he or 
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she will serve. God is the God of Amram, the father of Moses and the God of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, but heritage does not save us. Having been a blessed 

nation in the past does not save us or guarantee our future to always be a blessed 

nation. Faith must be personal. It is awesome when faith is generational and we are 

passing the baton of faith to our children and grandchildren. How we need to run 

our race well, but pass our faith on. Yet, every generation and every person must 

decide if the faith of their father and mother or the faith of their grandparents is 

going to be their genuine faith. Timothy’s faith was three generational going back, 

II Timothy 1: 5 to grandmother Lois and mother Eunice. Yet Timothy had to 

choose to serve the same God his mother and grandmother served or he would 

have died in his sins. When Asaph stops telling his readers and singers about how 

God bless the transplanted vine of His people, who were transplanted in the 

Exodus from Egypt to Canaan, it is almost as if He stops to mourn aloud that the 

blessing ceased. He wrote in Psalm 80: 12, “Why then have You broken down its 

walls, the walls of Jerusalem, so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit?” 

Blessing can stop just like an engine can stop that runs out of fuel. When a nation 

runs out of praise to God, obedience to God, willingness to follow His will and the 

Spirit’s promptings, the blessings will stop and the walls of protection guarding the 

blessings will come down, as the wild boars chew up the blessings and wallow in 

the memory of what might have been, Psalm 80: 13. God forbid that all God has 

done for us in America will die in this generation on our watch. As verse 3, 7, and 

19 all three cry out, I cry out, “Restore us, revive us, O Lord God of hosts! Let 

your face shine, that we may be saved.”  

 

America in our generation has in a large measure forgotten the faith of our fathers. 

Not all the founding fathers were born again, but almost all of them were bathed in 

the influence of the Bible. What has happened in the last years since prayer was 

removed from the public schools in 1962? What has happened in America since 

Roe versus Wade opened the door for now over 60 million abortions? The answer 

is found in Psalm 80: 6. We have become an object of contention for our neighbors 

and our enemies laugh among themselves at us as we sacrifice our future on the 

altar of personally seeking out our own faith—apart from the God of the Bible. Our 

nation has been bowing down to our own selves—saying words like these, “It’s my 

body, I can do what I want with it…Freedom is doing what I desire… God is 

whoever my higher power is.” It sounds so free, but it is bondage, for our nation 

has placed itself in irretrievable circumstances in unescapable shackles, outside of 

revival. God is our only hope and our last hope. None of us can orchestrate genuine 

revival, no matter what methods we use. Only God can make His face shine on us 

once again and save us. Only when God comes down by His Spirit in Holy Ghost 

revival will His face shine on us, and only when His face and His face alone shines 

on us will we be saved. Only then will sinners be saved. Only then will the 
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Shepherd of Israel, Psalm 80: 1lead his sheep again as His flock. Only then will 

God raise up the church from its defiled ruins and ashes. Psalm 79:1. 3rdly, lastly, 

 

GOD SOVEREIGNLY BIRTHS IN HIS PEOPLE A DEEP AND 

UNDENIABLE LONGING FOR HIS ENTHRONED GLORY TO COME 

DOWN UPON US. (III.) Notice Psalm 80: 1. What a cry this is! “Give ear, O 

Shepherd of Israel. You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth…” This 

Shekinah glory will come down in true revival. People, families, churches, states 

and nations will be baptized by the One Spirit into once again being the body of 

Christ with Jesus as our Head. (I Corinthians 12: 13) Then we will stop straying 

away. Notice Psalm 80: 18. “Then we shall not turn back from You, Lord. Give us 

life, and we will call upon Your Name.” When God’s people long for His glory 

once again, God may well be preparing, Psalm 80: 16—to destroy the enemy and 

his hold on our nation—then that enemy will perish at the rebuke of God’s face. 

Before the glory of God’s face, the enemy is done.  

 

When God’s glory comes down, God’s right hand will be on the man of His right 

hand—that person, that family, that church or that state or nation that leans on 

Jesus’ bosom, on His everlasting arms. God’s hand, Psalm 80: 17 will be on the 

man of His right hand, and the glory of God will be on the son of man, or the 

person whom God has made strong for Himself—for His glory. Then as the 

enthroned glory of God enthroned upon the cherubim shines forth, God will be 

glorified in revival. Psalm 80: 2 states He will stir up His might and His power to 

revive us, restore us and come to save us. God will call us to faith and back to 

faith. The One who regenerates the believing sinner will be glorified in salvations 

and restorations in His church. Talk about the glory of liberty and freedom in 

Christ. Paul tells us in Acts 13: 38, 39, “Let it be known to you, therefore, brothers, 

that through this man (Jesus) forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, and by Him, 

everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be freed 

by the law of Moses.” In regeneration, we become new creations in Christ—II Cor. 

5: 17. In salvation by grace through faith, sinners dead in trespasses and sins are 

given new life that changes our hearts to believe and obey the Lord Jesus. Only 

Jesus’ resurrection can gloriously impart the power to save and change us.  

 

 When God chooses to send heaven sent revival, He is glorified in leading His 

flock who follow Him. Psalm 80: 1. In John 10: 27, Jesus said, “My sheep hear My 

voice and I know them and they follow Me, and I give eternal life to them, and 

they shall never perish, and no one will snatch them out of My hand. Then again, 

when revival comes, notice verse 14, “God will turn again, the God of hosts and 

look down from heaven and see; and have regard for His vine, the stock His right 

hand has planted—and the glory is that those He makes strong for Himself will 
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bear fruit that will remain. Jesus said in John 15: 8 that He is glorified when we 

bear much fruit. That is revival. Then, like Asaph, when revival comes and God’s 

glory comes down, Asaphs among us from the southern kingdom will pray for our 

enslaved brothers of the northern kingdom to be set free. As Psalm 80: 2, we who 

are in Benjamin and Judah will pray for Ephraim and Manasseh. That’s the glory 

of the unity Jesus prayed for in His high priestly prayer in John 17. When God’s 

glorious revival comes, our God, v. 3, will become nearer and dearer and clearer to 

us. As we pray for revival, v. 3—“O God,” we will grow to know Him, v. 7 as “O 

God of Hosts. And as we grow in faith in Jesus, we will learn to know Him even 

more as v. 19, “O Lord, God of hosts!” Asaph’s prayer is a prophecy that 

Zechariah says will be answered in national restoration and revival for Israel in 

Zechariah 12: 10 and 13: 1. God has promised to fulfill the heart’s cry of Asaph for 

Israel and Judah. O that God would hear our cries as we cry out for America, in 

earnest desperation, knowing He alone can save our nation, and in an undeniable 

longing for His glory to fall once again on our nation. That is my prayer. Join me 

in praying for America to return to God that again He will bless America. Amen.     

 

 

 

 


