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Introduction  

1. Verse 6 describes the end of faith” what God desires to accomplish through our walk of faith. 

a. Salvation is drawing near to God (Heb. 7:24, 25). 

b. Faith is the means whereby we draw near to God. 

c. The context of that faith is to believe all that God reveals that He is and that He is a rewarder of 

those who seek Him earnestly (Deut. 4:29–31). 

2. Illustrated by two OT saints who saved their households by faith 

a. Noah, acting in godly fear on God’s warning about something yet unseen (the flood). 

b. Abraham, called out to obey God in order to receive promise not as yet fulfilled  

c. These were used to fulfill Gen. 3:15, a prophecy not yet fully understood. 

3. The space given to Abraham argues that he is the one from whom all children of the promise de-

scend (Gal. 3:7, 29; Hab. 2:4 quoted in v. 11). 

4. Why is the call of Abraham so important? 

a. All the people of faith are related to him (Gal. 3:27–29). 

b. He is central to the war God is waging with Satan concerning Genesis 3:15. 

c. He, like Noah (Gen. 6:4), was used of God to thwart Satan’s destructive strategy (Gen. 11:1–9). 

I. A New Strategy 

1. The Tower of Babel—“the gate of the gods” 

a. Babel (not Babylon, a city founded around 2300 BC, at least 700 years after Nimrod) was located 

in Uruk (Iraq) (Genesis 10:10, “the beginning of his [Nimrod’s] kingdom was Babel, Eriech 

[Uruk], Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar”). 

b. Babel was on the site of the pre-flood city of Eridu and named after Cain’s grandson, Irad. 

c. The king of Uruk was Enmerkar (Lord Mer, the Hunter, Gen. 10:8, 9). Hebrew consonant (N-M-

R) altered to Nimrod (rebel) 

2. The purpose of the tower, the “gate-of-the-gods” in the city where “kingship descended from heav-

en”: to create a new mountain on which a new divine council would meet, replacing Satan (Enki) as 

god most high 

a. Akkadian for Babel is bab ilu, meaning “gate of the gods,” renamed in Heb. as “confusion” 

b. Pre-flood levels of the temple of Enki, the god of the abzu (abyss) were suddenly abandoned 

(flood). Archaeologists have uncovered 18 levels of the temple to Enki covered in 8 ft. of silt. 

c. The Uruk period (of Nimrod) was also left unfinished and abandoned, God scattering the nations. 

Of note, for 2500 years after Babel was abandoned, kings still justified their reign by claiming 

kingship over Eridu, the city of Enki. 

3. Mysteries associated with Nimrod in Scripture (Gen. 10:8–10) 

a. What does it means that Nimrod was “first on earth to be [or to become] a mighty man [gibbor]”? 

Were his genetics somehow altered? If so, how? 

b. What does it mean that he was “a mighty hunter before the Lord”? Not field skills  

c. Nimrod was clearly an enemy of Yahweh. 



II. The Lord’s Portion 

“When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, when he divided mankind, he fixed the 

borders of the peoples according to the number of the sons of God. But the Lord’s portion is his 

people, Jacob his allotted heritage” (Deut. 32:8, 9). 

1. The Israel of God (Gal. 6:16) 

a. God disinherited the nations at the Tower of Babel and placed them under the management of fall-

en angels who became gods to them. 

b. This history of mankind is covered by Paul in Romans 1:18–32. Paul teaches that (1) the heathen 

suppressed the truth about God and exchanged the worship of God for images (tangible represen-

tations of unseen entities, pagan gods who are real). (2) The pagans abandoned true righteousness 

for lustful (perverted sexual) worship of pagan gods like themselves. (3) The only escape from 

this judgment is salvation by the gospel of Christ (Rom. 1:16–18). 

c. The children of Israel followed the nations in false worship (Deut. 4:19; 29:24â€“26). Israel is no 

different than the pagans (Rom. 3:9). 

d. Thus, the Israel of God is composed of all people (Jew and Gentile) who are called out of these 

pagan nations and saved by the seed of the woman, the true Israel, son of Abraham, Jesus Christ 

(Gal. 3:16–18). 

2. The call of Abraham  

a. God chose Abraham to be the father of many nations (Rom. 4:17) through his ultimate offspring, 

Christ (Acts 15:14, 16, 17; 1 Pet. 2:9). 

b. God called Abraham out of Mesopotamia, separating him from his family and his pagan culture in 

order to make of him a kingdom builder for God (Gen. 12:1–4). 

What This Means for Us  

1. Are we following in Abraham’s faith, obeying God, even when it does not make sense? 

2. Do we trust in God as He has revealed Himself in the Word, or are inventing our own concept of 

what God should be to us? 

3. Do we really believe that God is the gracious rewarder of our obedient faith, the reward to be real-

ized in a glorious future of unmatched splendor and beauty? 


