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[070517-3] The Exodus Series, Exodus 30, vss 11-21, The ½ Shekel Ransom and 
the Laver – Craig Thurman 

 
Verses 11-16 concern the ransom paid for the able warrior.  Verse 17-21, the 

brass laver. 
 

11 ¶  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
 

  L-R  ת     יִּכ ִ תתא      אִּ ׂש אר־ ב        תא ִ־תְּ אְּכרכִּ ־  ל־
12  When thou takest     the sum of    the children of Israel   after their number,  

                         liftest up   the head of              sons 

           root xWAnA 

 

number, root dqaPA; tss. a good many ways: KJV, sisit, number, 

appoint, remember, missed, count, charge, enjoin, punish, want. 
 

This seems to say that the LORD would have Moses number the people for 

a particular reason.  So, in that instance, a certain fee is to be collected of 
them. 

תפא־                                         י

then shall they give every man    a ransom    for his soul unto the LORD,  
                                                         an atonement 

                                                         a reconciliation 
 

ransom, תפא־  ,ko-pher, KJV, Ex.21.30, sum of money; Nu.35.31 ,י

satisfaction; the verb rpaKA, KJV, atonement, reconciliation, pacify, 

appease, pardon, forgive, disannul, cleanse, and purge.  

 
when thou numberest them; that there be no plague among them, when thou 
numberest them. 

 

number, אִא  Qal infin. of hnamA; KJV, to count, tell, number; in ,בִּנ־

Piel/Pual the idea changes to prepare, appoint. 

 

 .tss. plague, stumbling; cf. the fem. noun hpAg2ma, tss ,(.masc) ,אאגאנ

plague, slaughter, stroke. 
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Whether this is related at all to the numbering of the Israelites in king 
David’s time in 1Chron.21.1 I cannot say. 

 
1Ch 21:1  And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to 

number Israel. 
 

By a payment of a ransom Israel purchased to the LORD a certain group 
within the nation.  This ransom secured them to the Lord, and in securing 

them they would not be threatened with the deadly stroke of the LORD. (cf. 
Ex.12.13) To present these to the LORD without the ransom payment the 

plague would kill them because of their sin.  The ransom, whether blood at 
Passover or silver in the numbering, removes the liability for sin against the 

LORD.  
 

13  This they shall give, every one that passeth among them that are numbered, 
half a shekel after the shekel of the sanctuary: (a shekel is twenty gerahs:) an 

half shekel shall be the offering of the LORD. 
 

The price is stated.  It is a ½ shekel.  This is called atonement money in verse 
16. 

  
the shekel of the sanctuary, sets the standard weight for the metals used in 

trade.  There is a gerah, which is 1/20th of a shekel; a bekah is ½ a shekel, 
(Ex.38.26); a shekel; and a talent, which is 3,000 shekels (Ex.28.37). 

 
In this case the ransom money is set at a ½ shekel, or one bekah or 10 

gerahs. 
 

14  Every one that passeth among them that are numbered, from twenty years 
old and above, shall give an offering unto the LORD. 
 

More information is given to us of this in Numbers chapter 1. 
 

Nu 1:45  So were all those that were numbered of the children of 
Israel, by the house of their fathers, from twenty years old and 

upward, all that were able to go forth to war in Israel; 
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46  Even all they that were numbered were six hundred thousand and 
three thousand and five hundred and fifty. 

47 ¶  But the Levites after the tribe of their fathers were not 
numbered among them. 

48  For the LORD had spoken unto Moses, saying, 
49  Only thou shalt not number the tribe of Levi, neither take the sum 

of them among the children of Israel: 
50  But thou shalt appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of 

testimony, and over all the vessels thereof, and over all things that 
belong to it: they shall bear the tabernacle, and all the vessels 

thereof; and they shall minister unto it, and shall encamp round 
about the tabernacle. 

 
All that are twenty years of age and upward and are able to war, and not of 

the tribe of Levi are to be counted.  And these are required to pay a ransom 
of a ½ shekel each.  The total number of these is given in vs. 46: 603,550.  

This census is taken prior to the beginning of their trek to the promised 
land.  There will be another similar census taken prior to Israel’s entering 

into the promised land, in Numbers chapter 26.   
 

Nu 26:2  Take the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel, 
from twenty years old and upward, throughout their fathers’ house, 

all that are able to go to war in Israel. 
3  And Moses and Eleazar the priest spake with them in the plains of 

Moab by Jordan near Jericho, saying, 
4  Take the sum of the people, from twenty years old and upward; as 

the LORD commanded Moses and the children of Israel, which went 
forth out of the land of Egypt. 

… 
51  These were the numbered of the children of Israel, six hundred 
thousand and a thousand seven hundred and thirty. 

… 
63 ¶  These are they that were numbered by Moses and Eleazar the 

priest, who numbered the children of Israel in the plains of Moab by 
Jordan near Jericho. 
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64  But among these there was not a man of them whom Moses and 
Aaron the priest numbered, when they numbered the children of 

Israel in the wilderness of Sinai. 
65  For the LORD had said of them, They shall surely die in the 

wilderness. And there was not left a man of them, save Caleb the son 
of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun. 

 
This new number is 601,730.  There are 1,820 fewer men in this last group 

that was numbered. And all that were numbered in the first census had 
died during the forty years wandering in the wilderness.  

 
The difference between the first and last groups numbered is 1,820.  

Adding the number of the digits together equals 11, which is the 
number for judgment. 

 
At least we know that census’ taken was to discover those that were able 

to go to war.  They were able to enter into the conflict and were redeemed 
for that purpose. 

 
Php 4:13  I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 

 
These that died did not die because of the lack of atonement.  And they did 

not die because of the lack of ability.  They died because of active rebellion 
against the LORD.  The enemy cannot stand against the power of God.  It 

was not the shear strength of the enemy which prevailed against them as 
much as it was the LORD that caused them to fall before the enemy.  Their 

weakness was not because of the strength of the enemy, but because of 
their continuance in sin against the Lord.  That is where Israel failed again 

and again.  And that is where we fail. As those who are able to go to war we 
are to stand fast. 
 

Phl.1.27 ¶  Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of 
Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear 

of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving 
together for the faith of the gospel; 

28  And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an 
evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God. 
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29  For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe 
on him, but also to suffer for his sake; 

30  Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be 
in me. 

 
15  The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less than half a 

shekel, when they give an offering unto the LORD, to make an atonement for 
your souls. 

16  And thou shalt take the atonement money of the children of Israel, and shalt 
appoint it for the service of the tabernacle of the congregation; that it may be a 

memorial unto the children of Israel before the LORD, to make an atonement for 
your souls. 

 
The ½ shekel was collected of these able-bodied men for a specific purpose. 

 
‘In Exodus 30 we see that every man [that was 20 years old and 

upward, able for war, added] had to give half a shekel as an 
atonement for his soul.  In Exodus 38 we find that this “atonement 

money,” the price of souls, was to be made into sockets, in which the 
boards of the Tabernacle were to rest.  The sockets formed the 

foundation, so that the Tabernacle literally stood upon 
“Atonement.”’ Handfuls on Purpose, vol. 1, Series 1, p.12, Smith-Lee    

(cf. 1Pe.1.18.19) 
 

Turn to Exodus chapter 38 and read about this purpose for the ½ shekel. 
 

Ex.38.25  And the silver of them that were numbered of the 
congregation was an hundred talents, and a thousand seven hundred 

and threescore and fifteen shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary: 
 

The silver collected was 100 talents, 1,775 shekels. 

 
26  A bekah for every man, that is, half a shekel, after the shekel of 

the sanctuary, for every one that went to be numbered, from twenty 
years old and upward, for six hundred thousand and three thousand 

and five hundred and fifty men.  
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The total number of men able for war that are 20 years of age 
and upward were 603, 550; cf. Nu.1.21-46 supplies the 

numbers by each tribe, and these total the same. 
 

Since 603,550 men paid ½ shekel they paid a total of 301,775 
shekels, or was showed in verse 25, 100 talents and 1,775 

shekels. 100 talents equals 300,000 shekels. So, every talent 
equals 3,000 skekels. 

 
talent  1  100 

shekel 3,000  300,000 
bekah  6,000  600,000 

gerah  60,000 6,000,000 
 

27  And of the hundred talents of silver were cast the sockets of the 
sanctuary and the sockets of the vail (4); an hundred sockets of the 

hundred talents, a talent for a socket. 
 

There were 48 boards to the sanctuary.  Beneath each board 
were 2 silver sockets (Ex.26.19, 21, 25) made of 1 talent of 

silver.  48 boards x 2 silver sockets of 1 talent each equals 96 
sockets made up of 1 talent apiece.  At the vail there are 4 

sockets also made of one talent of silver each. (Ex.26.32) So, 
there are 100 sockets made of 1 talent of silver each 

accounting for 100 talents, or the 300,000 shekels paid by 
these men.  What remains is 1,775 shekels.  This is used as 

follows: 
 

28  And of the thousand seven hundred seventy and five shekels he 
made hooks for the pillars, and overlaid their chapiters, and filleted 
them. 

 
At least all of the silver used in the construction of the tabernacle came 

from this ransom that was paid.  (cf. Ex.38.25-38; Nu.1.21-46)  The silver 
that was used for the pillars  about the courtyard and at the gate, their 

chapiters, fillets, and hooks (i.e. Ex.27.10,11; 38.17) came from the freewill 
offerings spoken of in Ex.25.3.  
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The tabernacle was founded upon atonement.  This forms the basis for the 

coming Christ into the world, to save His people from their sins by giving His 
life a ransom for us. 

 
Mt 20:28  Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, 

but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 
 

1Ti 2:6  Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. 
 

for many and for all are complimentary terms, not contradictory.  In other 
words all takes into account many, and many takes into account all.  For 

example, If all is interpreted to mean all without any qualification, then it is 
incorrect to say that many are ransomed when in fact all are.  The term 

many excludes some.  Therefore all cannot mean all without exception.  
The term all really means all of the many.  Christ gave His life a ransom for 

all of the many.  It is correct to say that Christ did not die for all men.  He 
did not ransom every man when He died.  How do we know that?  Some 

men die in sin.  But every man for whom Christ died has been ransomed 
from sin. 

 
Mt.18.11  For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost. 

12  How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them 
be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into 

the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray? 
13  And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more 

of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not astray. 
14  Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that 

one of these little ones should perish. 
 

Joh 17:12  While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy 

name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is 
lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. 

 
Joh 6:39  And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all 

which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up 
again at the last day. 
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Remember this:  it isn’t faith that ransoms us from sin.  It is the shed blood 

of Jesus Christ.  You see, all of the elect of God were ransomed from sin 
when Jesus died on the cross, not when they believed. That we receive the 

gift of faith in the new birth is proof positive that we are the ones that He 
ransomed when He died on the cross.  Look here at the time when we were 

ransomed to God. 
 

8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us. (Before we had faith.  For us, even before 

we were born.) 
… 

10  For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by 

his life. 
 

These certain Israelites were separated unto God first, then they were 
ransomed with the ½ shekel.  Whether it was the firstborn sons of Israel, or 

the nation as a whole, the capable for war, or the priesthood they are 
always set apart first unto God, and then they atonement is applied to 

them.  And that is true for us as well. 
  

17 ¶  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
18  Thou shalt also make a laver of brass,  

 
laver, יִּּיִ־, keey-yor or kiy-yor; KJV, a laver (20); 1Sa.2.14, pan; 

2Chron.6.13, [a brazen] scaffold (1); Zec. 12.6, hearth (1). 
 

and his foot also of brass,  
               base 
 

foot, ְִַכ  masc. sing noun w/3ps. masc. suff., NK2, ken or ,ֹו־

phonetically, cane; KJV, Ge. 40.13, place (1); Ge.41.13, office (1); foot 
(7); 1Ki.7.29, base (1); Dan.11.7, estate (4) 

 
to wash withal:  

or, with which to wash 
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withal, is an archaic preposition meaning with which; Ex.25.29 to 

cover withal, meaning with which to cover; Ex.30.4, and they shall be 
for places for the staves to bear it withal, meaning ‘for staves with 

which to bear it; and here to wash withal means with which to wash. 
 

to wash, ִרל ִ־ח־  ,the prep. l4, for or to; Qal infin., CHarA, ra-chats; KJV ,ב־

wash, bathe. 
 

The laver does not represent baptism.  It is not for taking a bath.  It is for 
partial washings.   

 
and thou shalt put it between the tabernacle of the congregation and the altar,  

 
Giving us the placement of the laver in the courtyard: situate between the 

tent and the brazen altar. 
 

and thou shalt put water therein. 
 

Companion text: Ex 38:8  And he made the laver of brass, and the foot of it 
of brass, of the lookingglasses of the women assembling, which assembled 

at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 
 
19  For Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet thereat: 

                                                                                                                                or, from it  
                                                                                                                (meaning the laver) 

 
The hands and the feet were to be washed.  The hands and the feet would 

refer to all that they do and wherever they should go.    
 

20  When they go into the tabernacle of the congregation, they shall wash with 
water, that they die not;             or when they come near to the altar to minister,  

             lit. and not they shall die                           approach 
 

they die, אי  ya-mu-thu,(v.21 also), Qal fut.; w/ xlov4, it could ,כִנמ

read, ‘and they shall not die.’ 
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come near, ִּג ִ־ ִתׁש  Qal infinitive of wganA, na-gash; KJV, to ,א־

approach, come near, go up, give place; Qal infin., Ex.28.43; 
30.20; 34.30; Qal fut., Ex.24.2, 14; Qal Niphal pret., Ex.20.21; 

24.2; 34.32; Hiphil fut., Ex.32.6; KJV, to come near or nigh, 
drew near, bring. 

 
to burn offering made by fire unto the LORD: 

 
This distinguishes this from the altar of incense.  As we read the last time, 

no burnt offering was to be offered on the altar of incense.  So, this must 
refer to the brazen altar which is the first piece of furniture we would come 

to as we entered into the courtyard.  This altar is outside of the tent. (cf. 
Ex.30.9) 

 
Was there any service which did not require that the priests wash their 

hands and their feet?  Before they entered the tabernacle (where was the 
table, the lampstand, the ark and mercy seat, and the altar of incense) they 

washed their hands and their feet.  What remained of the furniture?  The 
only piece which remained was the brazen altar, which was outside of the 

tabernacle.  And here it is stipulated that even before they approached to it 
they must wash in this laver.   

 
21  So they shall wash their hands and their feet, that they die not:  
                                                                                          and they shall not die 

 
The priests’ service was imperfect because they are sinners.  They stood in 

the white linen garments which spoke of the righteousness of Christ 
imputed to them.  They had no righteousness of their own.  And like them, 

we believer-priests only stand before God in the righteousness of Christ.  All 
service to which we are appointed and to which we are fitted is because of 

the righteousness of Christ.  The sacrifice of Christ removed the penalty for 
sin against God, but because we are sinners we are subject to defilement by 

the things that we do and the places we go.  Though we cannot be removed 
from our standing in Christ and the forgiveness of sins, we can become dirty 

in our state or condition.  We need to, in a type here presented, wash our 
hands and our feet always before we think to come into service.   
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Noting this again from Ex.28.42, ‘The white linen was not to cover 
uncleanness, but to cover nakedness.’ Handfuls on Purpose, vol. 1, 

series 2, p.44, James Smith.  We should be clean.  And being clean we 
should live righteously. 

 
Ps.24.3 ¶  Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall 

stand in his holy place? 
4  He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up 

his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 
5  He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness 

from the God of his salvation. 
6  This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face, O 

Jacob. Selah. 
 

Ja.4.8  Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your 
hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. 

 
and it shall be a statute for ever to them, even to him and to his seed 

throughout their generations. 
 

statute, qHAl4, masc. sing. noun qHo, with the prefixed l4, to or for; 

KJV, ordinance, statute, bounds, set time, appointed portion, decree, 
custom; Ex. 5.14, task; 12.24; 15.25, statute, 26; 18.16, 20; 29.28; 
30.21. 

 
This is the unchangeable rule for all the priests before they came into 

service.  They washed their hands and their feet in the laver.   
 

The laver was made of the looking-glasses of the women which certainly 
suggests the type for self-examination. A looking-glass is a mirror.  In this 

way we are to look into a mirror to see ourselves. There is no better way 
for us to see ourselves than for us to look into the mirror.  But we aren’t 

looking into the kind of mirror which reflects our natural face back at us.  
The mirror, as well as the water, are a type for the Word of God.  By the 

Word of God we examine ourselves and by way of application we are 
washed from the things that have defiled us. 
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Ja.1.22  But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
your own selves. 

23  For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a 
man beholding his natural face in a glass: 

24  For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway 
forgetteth what manner of man he was.  

 
So a natural mirror cannot affect us in a spiritual way to help 

us put away those things with which we might have become 
defiled. 

 
25  But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth 

therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this 
man shall be blessed in his deed.  

… 
Jas 2:12  So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the 

law of liberty. 
 

1Co.13.8 ¶  Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, 
they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether 

there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 
9  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 

10  But when that which is perfect is come (The Word of God, which 
supercedes the charismatic gifts), then that which is in part shall be 

done away. 
 

Those who serve the Lord faithfully do so because they have learned to  
make habitual application to the Word of God. What Christian is there 

which has no need to daily provision of the LORD?  Let us discern how 
significant coming to the laver of His Word is for us.  Apart from this there is 
no service.  We can come to the services of this church every time the 

doors are open.  But what is that without washing in the laver?  Any one of 
us can call out the great hymns to sing, but what is that if we haven’t 

washed by the water of His Word?  Perhaps we have come to and departed 
from the services of the great congregation without any spiritual affect.  

Are we hearing the Word of God?  Have we made a conscious choice to 
follow Him and apply His Word?  Will we?  Do I care how I appear to 
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others?  Do I want to live for Christ?  Do we know how to put in an honest 
day’s work as unto the Lord?  Brethren, the things of the Word of God 

affect every part of the lives of the true people of God.  Rest assured that 
there is Water sufficient for every child of God to always be enabled to 

come into every service of Christ.  What a blessing it is to see in the mind’s 
eye all of the saints of God willingly gathering around the laver washing 

their hands and their feet in preparation for the services to which we are 
appointed every single day.  

 
Let us not confuse the purpose and use for the laver.  As we read in the last 

lesson, the altar of incense was not for the purposes of atonement.  No 
other station, not at the brazen altar, not at the table of shewbread, not at 

the candlestick, not at the altar of incense, but only at the mercy seat was 
atonement to God made for our sins once for all.  Brethren the laver in no 

way adds to that redemptive work of Jesus Christ on the cross.  Judging 
ourselves by the Word of God is not to be equated with Jesus Christ 

shedding His blood to atone for sins.  The religionists have done this very 
thing with their doctrine of penance. Penance says that I can do things 

which help God to save me along with Jesus’ death.  That is heresy to the 
Word of God. Brethren, knowing that a historical figure named Jesus died 

one day in the past doesn’t save.  (brazen altar)  Fellowship with God and 
with the saints doesn’t save. (table of shewbread)  Walking in the Light of 

the Word of God doesn’t save.  (candlestick)  Prayers to God doesn’t save. 
(altar of incense)  All of these things are the results of atonement.  What 

saved us is the application of the blood of Christ to His people.   (the mercy 
seat) 

 


