
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church in Pergamum (Revelation 2: 12-17) 

•  Revelation 2: 1-7 the church in Ephesus: lost their first love. A  loveless church

• Revelations 2: 8-11 the church in Smyrna: the persecuted church  

• Revelations 2: 12-17 the church in Pergamos: the compromising church   

• The letters or post scripts were read to each church and had application for all 

• These letters from our Lord Jesus are applicable to all churches in all ages  

I. The Church in Pergamum and Jesus Revelation of Himself to Her  

• Jesus begins: (v.12) ‘These things says He who has the sharp two-edged sword” 

• The church in Pergamos encouraged “ I know where you dwell” (v.13) 

• Pergamos – was like a state Capital- great library – Pergamos – parchment  

• Pergamum was a centre of Roman religion: Outside city, large temple of Zeus 

• Large temple of Asclepius: serpent- medical practice today: ‘Throne of Satan’ 

• Believers sought to be faithful. Serpent had entwined itself in culture & life  

• Jesus praises them for their courage, particularly for Antipas martyr vs. 13 

• Some had courage of their conviction, Jesus commends them (Matt 10:3,33) 

• They can rest their nervous souls on His words: “I know where you dwell”  

II. Jesus Rebuke/ Criticism to the church in Pergamum 

• vs. 14 “But I have a few things against you” they had compromised with error 

• Jesus references Balaam & Balak:  had led Israel astray with sexual immorality  

• They had those who held the doctrine of Nicolaitans (v.15 ) Jesus hated this 

• Jesus says16 Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against 

them with the sword of My mouth. 

• Antipas: martyred for not compromising. Jesus exhorts them by his example   

III. Jesus Word of Exhortation & Promise to Pergamum 

• Vs 17 hidden manna : Christ is the banquet feast for the soul (John 6: 32,33) 

• “name written on the white stone” He accepts & admits you into his presence 

• Two edged sword- from his mouth- encouragement & rebuke: “He knows us” 

• Jesus knows where we live and He encourages us to be faithful  

• He alone can sustain us & satisfy us & He accepts us when the world rejects  


