
Isaiah 24 A Call to Glorify and Enjoy God 
 
The LORD calls us to glorify and enjoy Him, by showing the meaninglessness and end of all joy apart 
from Him. 
 

1. A curse lies over the joys of this world that ultimately devours them (vv. 1-13). 
a. “a curse devours the earth” (v. 6)—curse is the opposite of blessing, with God as the 

agent, and man’s sin as the cause 
i. God is the agent of the curse—“Behold, the LORD will empty the earth and 

make it desolate” (v. 1a).  “For the LORD has spoken this word” (v. 3b). 
ii. Man’s sin is the cause of the curse—“The earth is defiled under its inhabitants; 

for they have transgressed the laws, violated the statutes, broken the 
everlasting covenant” (v. 5).  “Its inhabitants suffer for their guilt” (v. 6). 

iii. The curse works universally without discrimination—“And it shall be, as with 
people, so with the priest; as with the slave, so with his master . . .” (vv. 2-4). 

b. “All joy has grown dark; the gladness of the earth is banished” (v. 11b).—those who find 
their joy in the earth apart from God will be left with no joy when God judges the earth 

i. Even creations intended for gladness will only bring mourning by their lack and 
impotency—“The wine mourns, the vine languishes, all the merry-hearted sigh.  
The mirth of tambourines is stilled, the noise of the jubilant has ceased, the 
mirth of the lyre is stilled. . . . Strong drink is bitter to those who drink it” (vv. 7-
9). 

ii. God’s good creation fights against man’s rebellion—compare Genesis 3:17-19; 
Romans 8:19-22 

c. Even now this curse gnaws at the souls of those who try to make their life apart from 
God.  You will not find any lasting joy in the best of God’s creation unless you find your 
highest joy in Him who created them.  Even your attempt at joy apart from God is a sin, 
which invites the curse to devour you. 

2. Enduring joy is found in the glory of the Righteous One (vv. 14-16a). 
a. “Over the majesty of the LORD they shout from the west” (v. 14b)—The elect from the 

entire earth will rejoice in that day, because their joy is in the majesty of the LORD. 
b. “We hear songs of praise, of glory to the Righteous One” (v. 16a).—The Righteous One is 

further developed in Isaiah as the LORD’s Messiah (cf. Isa. 53:11). 
c. Even now the joy of the LORD is the strength of His people.  The martyrs of Christ bear 

witness that being a doorkeeper in God’s house is preferred above living in the luxury of 
the wicked.  Eternal and indestructible joy is found in Christ. 

3. Apart from God the desolation from sin is inescapable (vv. 16b-22). 
a. “The earth staggers like a drunken man; it sways like a hut; its transgression lies heavy 

upon it, and it falls, and will not rise again” (v. 20).—The weight of sin is pressing down 
upon this world.  Only the grace of God keeps people from immediately plunging to 
their deserved punishment.  But the day comes when He will no longer uphold. 

b. “He who flees at the sound of the terror shall fall into the pit, and he who climbs out fo 
the pit shall be caught in the snare” (v. 18a).—No escape. 

4. In the presence of God is surpassing glory (v. 23). 
a. “Then the moon will be confounded and the sun ashamed, for the LORD of hosts reigns 

on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem” (v. 23a).  The sun and moon pale in comparison to the 
glory of God. 

b. “And His glory will be before His elders” (v. 23b).—This is the beatific vision promised to 
everyone who is in Christ. 

 


