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Our Heavenly Calling
Pastor Jose F. Maldonado Hillburn Drive Grace Baptist Church July 6, 2014,

“Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ
Jesus.” Hebrews 3:1

This morning I would like to speak on the subject of: Our Heavenly Calling. Our sermon will be directed
towards those who have savingly believed we in the Lord Jesus Christ who have been regenerated by the
Spirit of God in the grace of salvation of if you wish, those who are truly born again. To those of you who are
lost and yet outside Christ, may God be pleased to allow some crumbs to fall into your hearts and Lord willing
by the time I’m finish this morning you have been made a PARTAKER of this blessed HEAVENLY CALLING!
The Apostle Paul makes it very clear that all true believers in Christ are partakers of the heavenly calling.

Notice how Paul describes those who are in Christ as holy brethren and partakers of the heavenly calling, they
are holy brethren, all true believers are holy. This holiness in not inherent holiness, it is an imputed holiness,
the holiness we receive from God at salvation, the Righteousness of Christ. The Greek word here for holy is,
‘Hagios’ which describes our position in Christ, we are holy because HE is HOLY, Christ holiness again is
imputed to us. The idea of being holy basically means to be separate from sin and consecrated to God in our
service and devotion to Him. But, very importantly it also means that God has set us apart for HIMSELF. The
idea then is that we have been consecrated to God for a life of service towards Him and Him ALONE! We are
called out of darkness to walk in God’s light, out of bondage to sin into liberty in Christ, out of the world into
fellowship with God and out of uncleanness into holiness. We are set apart to God and thus we are to
separate ourselves from the world’s system so that we can walk in a life of purity and abstain from the world’s
defilement. To have the heart of Daniel when he said, yea when he confessed in Daniel 1:8: “But Daniel
purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank:
therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.” They could change his name, but
they could not change HIS HEART! This is what we need, a godly holy conviction that doesn’t capitulate or
succumbs to the pressure of this world’s system and the world’s attacks against Christianity! This is perhaps
the whole argument of Paul in Romans 12:1 & 2, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” God sets us
apart to SERVE HIM, not to walk in the way of the world, but to walk in the way of God. We must seek to live a
sanctified life that is well pleasing unto the Lord that is; to WALK IN THE WAY, The WAY OF GOD, in the
NARROW WAY, the NARROW PATH! Ps.119:1, “Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD.”

A second word I want to consider quickly is, partakers which is the Greek word ‘Metochos’ that means to have
with, to have something in common. ‘Metochos’ is also a compound word from ‘Meta’ which means with, that
is; denoting association with and from ‘Echo’ which describes someone who shares with someone else as an
associate or partner. When you combine them it means you are partakers of the same thing, that is, together
with. Like a business partner or associate, to participate in something. Paul is saying all those who have been
redeemed by the precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ share in this heavenly calling, or if you wish partake
in this heavenly calling which also speaks of our place in the KINGDOM of GOD presently. Remember Paul in
Col.1:13 & 14 says, “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his
dear Son: 14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” What blessing to know that we
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have been made partakers of heaven, amen and AMEN! This word is used in other places in Hebrews and
most notable in the same chapter at verse 14, Heb.3:14, “For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of
our confidence stedfast unto the end.” If we are partakers of Christ then we are clearly partakers of that heavenly
calling.

There are 3 things I would like to share with you this morning:
I. Our Heavenly Calling.
II. Our Holy Calling.
III. Our High Calling.

I. Our Heavenly Calling. First let’s consider our Heavenly Calling.

What do we mean by OUR HEAVENLY CALLING? What is this calling which we have been made partakers of
Christ and of heaven? This calling is but the work of salvation whereby we have been translated from the
kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of Christ. At the precise moment of salvation our citizenship became
heaven, Eph.1:3, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ.” So this heavenly calling is the work of salvation in our hearts by the grace of God. This is
nothing short but the EFECTUAL CALL of God in the grace of salvation. It speaks of that irresistible call, yea
the CALL OF GRACE! Again, Col.1:13, “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into
the kingdom of his dear Son.” Peter puts it this way, 1 Peter 2:9, "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath CALLED YOU OUT OF DARKNESS INTO HIS
MARVELLOUS LIGHT.” In other words, it is the CALL OF GRACE! Paul again in Heb.3:1 says, “Wherefore, holy
brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling …” In other words there was a call, yea a calling us into the heavenly
kingdom realm, this is the work of God by the power of the Holy Spirit calling us to salvation. This also
includes the glorious doctrine of election. There is a CALLED people, notice these 2 verses in Romans:
Romans 1:6, “Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ.” And Romans 8:28, “And we know that all things work together
for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” Notice also the following verses:

 1 Peter 5:10, “But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a
while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen.”

 1 John 3:1, “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God:
therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.”

 Jude 1:1, “Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved
in Jesus Christ, and called.”

Those of us who are in Christ this morning were one day CALLED by the GRACE of God unto salvation and
we were redeemed by faith in the precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ and in this call we were called from
death unto life and from darkness to light and from unbelief to SAVING FAITH in CHRIST!

What a joy to be allowed to hear the gospel of Christ, as it was preached to us one day and in repentance
towards God and faith in the Jesus Christ, God saved our souls. Romans 10:17 says, “So then faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” We had heard the gospel preached before, but one DAY WE REALLY
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HEARD the GOSPEL, that is; one day WE HEARD the GOSPEL internally, not just outwardly with the physical
ear, but internally, we heard it effectually, yea we heard is IRRESISTIBLY by the POWER of the HOLY
SPIRIT, not by our stinking free will, but we HEARD THE GOSPEL BY THE GRATUITIOUS FREE GRACE OF
GOD! Do you know anything of what I am talking about or are you just walking in religion?

Notice also the words of 2 Thess.2:13 & 14, “But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the
Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:
14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Eph.1:13, “In whom ye also trusted,
after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy
Spirit of promise.”

Let me just say in passing that apart from the preaching of the gospel there is no effectual CALL of God made,
but we must also understand that the gospel in and of itself will not produce its effects without the effectual call
of God the Holy Spirit. This is why Paul says so confidently in Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

Now, before God saved us we were dead in trespasses and sins, we were in awful darkness. This reminds of
the words of Isaiah in Isaiah 59: 2, 8-10, “But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid
his face from you, that he will not hear. 8 The way of peace they know not; and there is no judgment in their goings: they have made
them crooked paths: whosoever goeth therein shall not know peace. 9 Therefore is judgment far from us, neither doth justice overtake us:
we wait for light, but behold obscurity; for brightness, but we walk in darkness. 10 We grope for the wall like the blind, and we
grope as if we had no eyes: we stumble at noonday as in the night; we are in desolate places as dead men.” Again, Peter says in 1
Peter 2:9, "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of
him who hath CALLED YOU OUT OF DARKNESS INTO HIS MARVELLOUS LIGHT.” This is where we were before God came
to us to save us and this is where you are if you are outside Christ this morning, engulfed in awful gross
darkness with a depraved heart and in spiritual ignorance. Our spiritual ignorance was in the ignorance of
God, ignorance of Christ, ignorance of salvation, ignorance of sin, ignorance of ourselves, ignorance of the
Bible, ignorance of the gospel. This is point of Paul in Ephesians 4:1-20, “This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that
ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from
the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: 19 Who being past feeling have given
themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 20 But ye have not so learned Christ.”

Then one day God caused us to hear the gospel as we never had heard before and our understanding was
opened, our eyes were opened, our ears were opened our hearts was opened and by effectual grace drew to
Himself in omnipotent power. Now being in Christ because we are saved, we no longer grope in darkness or
walk in darkness, but we walk now in light, in the heavenly light of our calling. Now we have the unction of
God’s Spirit to guide and lead us along with the mind of Christ to be able to understand the Bible, understand
truth, being taught of God, being enlightened to be able to distinguish between truth and error, to walk in
LIGHT, because we are now children of LIGHT!

2 Corinthians 4:6, “For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” Ephesians 5:8, “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in
the Lord: walk as children of light.” Colossians 1:12, “Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of
the inheritance of the saints in light.” There is our word PARTAKERS again, PARTAKERS of the inheritance of the
saints in LIGHT! This is the essence of our HEAVENLY CALLING, God one day CALLED us effectually in the
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grace of salvation, Paul knowing this says so clearly and succinctly in Heb.3:1, “Wherefore, holy brethren,
partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus.” Amen and AMEN!

II. Our Holy Calling. Secondly we also have a HOLY CALLING! 2 Timothy 1:9, “Who hath saved us, and
called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in
Christ Jesus before the world began.”

Not only do we have a HEAVENLY CALLING, but we also have AN HOLY CALLING! Before God saved us,
we lived and spent our days under the influence of Satan and under the dominion of sin and we were children
of wrath even as others, but now in Christ we have become children of the MOST HIGH GOD and therefore
SERVANTS of RIGHTEOUSNESS! God imputed Christ’s righteousness to us initially at salvation and
therefore before God we stand positionally HOLY. Now our walk should equal that holiness and or
righteousness and I know that in a sense we can’t, but do we strive to walk in holiness before God? Notice
Paul says in 2 tim.2:9, “Who have saved us and called us with an holy calling…” I want to look at this verse practically and
not so much theologically. I understand the aspect of the eternal counsel of God and in the setting forth of His
Holy Decree of predestination and election, but we also need to consider this practically as Paul clearly says in
Eph.1:4 - 7, “According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame
before him in love. 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his
will, 6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 7 In whom we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.” No doubt that God chose us before the foundation of the
earth, but not only did He choose us unto salvation but also He chose us that we should be holy! Again the
words of Paul in our chief text wherein he call us what? HOLY BRETHREN! Heb.3:1, “Wherefore, holy brethren,
partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus.” No doubt that this
holy calling is also the imputation of Christ’s righteousness, but we are also called to walk in holiness, again
our walk should seek to equal our positional standing before God. 1 Peter 1:15, “But as he which hath called you is
holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation.” The word conversation here means more than speech, it means our
conduct in everyday life. Hebrews 12:14, “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the
Lord.” God has called us to walk in a godly manner, yea a HOLY MANNER and by grace we must walk in a
holy path that is conducive to which Paul describes in 1 Thess.4:1-7 please turn there, “Furthermore then we
beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye
would abound more and more. 2 For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the will of God, even your
sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication: 4 That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification
and honour; 5 Not in the lust of concupiscence, [Lustful passion.] even as the Gentiles which know not God: 6 That no man go beyond
and defraud his brother in any matter: because that the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also have forewarned you and testified. 7 For
God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.” Again, God has not only called us unto salvation, but God
has called us unto HOLINESS!

The Greek word for called here in 1 Thess.4:7 is ‘Kaleo’ which is used often in the New Testament. It basically
means to speak to someone in order to bring them near and many times used of the call of God. It is more
than an invitation because this word here is in the aorist tense in the Greek which looks back to the Divine call
of God in the past, it looks to the Divine call as a past historical even, that is, the time of salvation. The point
Paul is making here is that if a person professes to be a Christian and lives a life of immorality it is totally
inconsistent with God’s call to salvation, because God has not called us to uncleanness or immorality but unto
holiness! Again as Peter said in 1 Peter 2:9, "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath CALLED YOU OUT OF DARKNESS INTO HIS MARVELLOUS LIGHT.”
God’s work of grace in our heart affects our daily conduct, in other words GRACE REIGNS. Now, I’m not
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talking perfection, but a seeking and striving to walk in a way that well pleasing unto God. What’s interesting
about our text here in 1 Thess. 4:7, the word called or ‘Kaleo’ is not only in the aorist tense but also in the
active voice, not the passive voice, but the active, which means that God took the initiative in calling us unto
Himself and the result was that we were translated from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light, that
is God called us out of darkness into HIS MARVELLOUS LIGHT, therefore the result is “For God hath not called us
unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.”

I don’t know who penned the following but I think it speaks loudly:

“Sow a thought, reap an action
Sow an action, reap a habit
Sow a habit, reap a character

Sow a character, reap a destiny.”

These words are true, may God grace us to walk in path of righteousness for His name sake! 1 Thessalonians
2:12 says, “That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.” God has called us to walk in
a certain way that is; in the way of holiness which is the way of God. Paul continues instructing us in the way
of holiness and makes a very powerful point in Romans 6:1 & 2, “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that
grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?” Paul says God forbid, that is, may it
never be. What a strong application against any type of antinomianism. It conveys the idea of outraged
indignation. As though Paul is saying, “…may such a thing never occur?” Godet says, “It expresses a conviction of its
falsehood…” For a Christian to continue in sin, because he has been justified and forgiven and because grace
abounds is an abominable thought to Paul. Salvation is not intended to give us a license to sin, no, but to
liberate us from sin. Consider the insight of the following brethren:

 Charles Spurgeon says, “An unchanged life is the mark of an unchanged heart, and an unchanged heart is a sign of an
unregenerate life.”

 Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse says, “Holiness starts where justification finishes; and if holiness does not start, we have the
right to suspect that justification has never started.”

 William Hendriksen says, “For a Christian, continuing to live in sin is not only impermissible, it is impossible!”

Paul in Romans 6 is reminding his readers that something powerful has taken place in the life of a Christian.
By the grace of God they had been saved from sin and therefore the result is that they also have died to sin;
therefore they must renounced allegiance to their sinful flesh and to all the allurements and enticements of this
sinful world. This is why Paul very carefully warns in Romans 6:12, “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye
should obey it in the lusts thereof.” Then he follows powerfully in verse 13, “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of
righteousness unto God.” Which is basically the same thing Paul said in Thessalonians “For God hath not called us unto
uncleanness, but unto holiness.” We are even told in 2 Cor.5:17, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” So clear, old things are passed away which includes our
old lifestyle and behold all things are become NEW! We are to walk in NEWNESS of LIFE as we are also told
in Romans 6:4, “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of life.”
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Kent Hughes says, “…the argument that we should continue in sin because we are under grace is absolutely fallacious! The reverse is
true. It is impossible to continue living unchanged when you become a Christian. In fact, I will put it even stronger: those who argue that
grace allows a buffer for sin—that their sin will ultimately glorify God anyway—are revealing they are not under grace! They are not
Christians, no matter how much they argue otherwise. When we have experienced solidarity with Christ, our lifestyle is affected, just as it
was by our solidarity with Adam. If one’s life has not changed and if there is no impulse for further change toward Christ, he or she is very
probably not a Christian."
He makes it very clear. Paul, again is basically saying by the powerful statement, “God forbid,” that is, it is
utterly impossible for a person who has been born again to live continually in sin, bar none. Again, this is not
speaking of perfection or that Christians do not sin, but that there is not a habitual lifestyle in sin when God
saves us, when God makes us new creatures in Christ. This is why Paul insists that it cannot be for a Christian
to remain in bondage to sin, GOD FORBID! Yes, “For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.” We
have been save by a HOLY CALLING to make us live in a HOLY LIFESTYLE! Thus, there is a holy purpose, a
holy principle, a holy position, a holy calling and therefore unto God the CALLED are a HOLY PEOPLE!

John Gill said, with regard to this holy calling of God’s elect, “They are called out of a state of unholiness and sinfulness, into
a state of holiness and righteousness; for being created anew in righteousness and true holiness, and created in Christ Jesus to good works,
they are called to the exercise of them; to live holily, soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present evil world; ‘God hath not called us unto
uncleanness, but unto holiness’, (1 Thess. 4:7) and ‘hath called us to glory and virtue’ (2 Pet. 1:3), to glorious acts of virtue and goodness,
becoming the nature of their call, and of him that has called them; ‘As he which hath called you is holy’ (1 Pet. 1:15).”

We have been called unto holiness, because we have a HOLY CALLING! Therefore, not only do we have a
Heavenly Calling and a Holy Calling, but third and lastly we also have a HIGH CALLING!

III. High Calling. Philippians 3:14 says, “I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus.”

We also have a HIGH CALLING my dear ones. Part of our Christian walk is to press forward towards the
blessed mark and not look backwards as we are told in the prior verse 13, “…forgetting those things which are behind,
and reaching forth unto those things which are before.” So sad that so many Christians keep looking to the back, to past
afflictions and tribulations or past events where people, even Christian have caused them pain and so they
want to live in the pass. It must not be my brethren we must live in the present and press forward and allow
God to take care of the things in the pass. We must press or look forward toward the blessed mark and prize
of that HIGH CALLING that we have in Christ Jesus. Spurgeon says that the believer should, “Always be making
progress, — throwing himself into it…the prize of perfection in Christ, and running towards it with all his might.” Paul is basically
emphasizing that the Christian race implies a progress onward and a progress upwards.

The Greek word for the word high here in Philippians is Ano’ which basically means above or a higher place,
that is; upwards. The idea is we have a heavenly calling and that this calling is a calling from heaven. We have
this calling from heaven above to direct us to those things which are heavenly, we have a calling from heaven
to points us to heavenly things, to point us away from the world, away from the flesh and set our thoughts, our
eyes, our mind, our heart towards heaven, towards that which is spiritual. Somewhat reminds of that story of
that lady whom our Lord healed who was bound and bent down towards earth. Turn to Luke 13 quickly, verses
10-13, “And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. 11 And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity
eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in no wise lift up herself. 12 And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said
unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. 13 And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was made straight, and glorified
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God. 16 And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this
bond on the sabbath day?” This was our condition spiritually before God saved us, we were bowed and bound down
to this earth. All we saw was this world and nothing more until one day, by grace our eyes were opened and
now we can look up to heaven above and again this is Paul’s idea here in Phil.3:14 that we have a high
calling, an upward calling yea a heavenly calling that is, we should set our affections above upward to heaven.
This Greek word for high ‘Ano’ is also used by Paul in Colossian in chapter 3:1-3, “If ye then be risen with Christ,
seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on
the earth. 3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.” The word above in verses 1 & 2 is the same Greek word
‘Ano’ therefore our high calling is to set our hearts, our minds and our eyes above towards heavens, not so
much physically, but spiritually, in our heart, that this would be our desire, that is thirsting and looking for
heavenly things, spiritual things in order to take our direction away from this world that will one day perish and
set our direction, yea our hearts towards things above, towards new heights of spiritual attainment.

Please turn with me to Philippians 3 and I want to begin reading at verse 9 to the end of the chapter bearing in
mind what we have said regarding our high calling that is; setting our affection to those things which are
above: “And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the
righteousness which is of God by faith: 10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being
made conformable unto his death; 11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 12 Not as though I had already
attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.
13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth
unto those things which are before, 14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let us
therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in anything ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.
16 Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing. 17 Brethren, be followers
together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. [If you notice very carefully verses 18 & 19 are in a
parenthesis] 18 (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of
Christ: 19 Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things. [Those who
still have their hearts and minds bound only on this world, that is they walk bowed and bound to this world.) 20 For our
conversation [Now the Greek word for conversation here is not “anastrophe” which means and deals with our conduct and or
lifestyle, which we saw earlier and I thought it was, but I looked this word up and it’s the Greek word “Politeuma” this word basically
means citizenship and refers to the administration of civil affairs which includes the place or location in which one has
the right to be a citizen, of course for us who name the name of Christ, it refers to HEAVEN.] is in heaven; from whence
also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.” Oh my dear ones, this is the essence of our
HIGH CALLING!

There’s much here in this text of Philippians 3:9-21, but I want to narrow it down to just 4 things quickly as I
have to close because time has escape me.:

 First we see PAUL’S CONFESSION: He confesses that he has not attained to perfection.
 Secondly we see PAUL’S CONVICTION: He desires to reach forward, as he seeks to press forward

towards that mark, by keeping his heart and soul looking upwards to heaven that is; he was aware of
his HIGH CALLING!

 Thirdly we see PAUL’S CONVERSATION or PAUL’S CITIZENSHIP: He acknowledges that his
citizenship is in heaven.

 Fourthly we see PAUL’S CHANGE. Paul had that expectation of that great hope knowing that one
day, his body would be change into a GLORIFIED SINLESS BODY one day in HEAVEN!
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What hope and expectation did Paul have, what about you, what about me, what expectation and hope do you
have when you die one day. You see one day we shall all die and then what? Christianity in not about some
decision you made or walking down some church isle and repeat some words in a sinners prayer from some
pastor who turns around to tell you, you’re saved, which only God say, YOU ARE SAVED! I don’t want you to
trust in some other man or yourself for that matter, no no, what I want you to do it TRUST God and only GOD!
Look to HIM and HIM alone only HE can save you for He says in Isaiah 45:22 & 23, “Look unto me, and be ye saved,
all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else. 23 I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in
righteousness, and shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.” Yes, every knee shall bow to
God and every tongue will confess that JESUS CHRIST is LORD to the glory of the FATHER!

Being a Christian clearly means that you have:

 A HEAVENLYCALLING
 A HOLYCALLING and
 A HIGH CALLING

Not only this, but we are also PARTAKERS, partakers of the heavenly calling, (Heb.3:1), partakers of Christ
(Heb.3:14); partakers of their spiritual things, (Rom.15:27); partakers of his promise in Christ, (Eph.3:6); Paul
says in Phil. 1:7 ye all are partakers of my grace; partakers of his holiness, (Heb.12:10); ye are partakers of
Christ's sufferings, (1 Peter 4:13); partakers of the divine nature, (2 Peter 1:4). This is what it means to be a
Christian, because we are partakers of a HEAVENLY CALLING!

Oh to God that this morning you have this blessed calling and if you call yourself a Christian it comes with a
tremendous responsibility to walk in a path of righteousness for HIS NAMESAKE, that we are would walk as
being light and salt this dark and dying world. 1 Thess.2:12, “That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath
called you unto his kingdom and glory.”

If you are in Christ this morning rejoice and be glad because of what God has done for your soul and if you are
outside Christ, oh I pray that you would come to Him this morning in repentance towards God and faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ: For the word of God says:

Romans 10:9-13, “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the scripture saith, Whosoever
believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 12 For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the
same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved.”

I’d like to conclude with a poem I wrote a couple years ago entitled One Day from 1 Samuel 27:1, “And David
said in his heart, I shall now perish one day…”
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ONE DAY!
1 Samuel 27:1, “And David said in his heart, I shall now perish one day…”

ONE DAYwe shall all die
And to eternity we shall fly

We shall have our final breath
That shall plunge us to our death

 
ONE DAYour allotted time shall be gone
And we shall see our last morning dawn

Where shall we go when we die?
As our bodies in the ground will lie

 
ONE DAYwe will from this life depart
And in eternity our time will start
Do we know where we shall go?
To heaven above or hell below

 
ONE DAYdeath shall call upon us
Have you in your soul ever discussed

Where you will spend eternity?
May this be to you a reality?

 
ONE DAYwe shall all stand before God
While our bodies lie in that clay of sod

I hope you are prepared to meet Him that day
Or certainly for your sins you shall pay

 
One day we shall give account

Because our sins continual to mount
May you be found in that day in Jesus Christ alone!

Because it is His blood that can only atone
 

ONE DAY those who are saved by His grace
Shall behold Him with joy face to face
When He shall come to take us away

What a blessing that will be ONE DAY!
 

Psalm 17:15, “As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy
likeness.”

Let’s Pray:
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