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Mark 3:17 (NKJV) “James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James, to whom He gave the name Boanerges, that is, 
‘Sons of Thunder.’”  
 
Mark 10:35-37 (NKJV) “35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Him, saying, ‘Teacher, we want You to do for 
us whatever we ask.’ 36 And He said to them, ‘What do you want Me to do for you?’ 37 They said to Him, ‘Grant us that we may 
sit, one on Your right hand and the other on Your left, in Your glory.’” 
 
Luke 9:52-54 (NKJV) “52 and sent messengers before His face. And as they went, they entered a village of the Samaritans, to 
prepare for Him. 53 But they did not receive Him, because His face was set for the journey to Jerusalem. 54 And when His 
disciples James and John saw this, they said, ‘Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume 
them, just as Elijah did?’” 
 
Luke 9:55 (NKJV) “But He turned and rebuked them, and said, ‘You do not know what manner of spirit you are of.’” 
 
Luke 9:49-50 (NKJV) “49 Now John answered and said, ‘Master, we saw someone casting out demons in Your name, and we 
forbade him because he does not follow with us.’ 50 But Jesus said to him, ‘Do not forbid him, for he who is not against us is on 
our side.’” 
 
Revelation 1:10a (NKJV) “I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day…”   
 
Acts 8:14-15 (NKJV) “14 Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they 
sent Peter and John to them, 15 who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.” 
 
1 John 3:14 (NKJV) “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his 
brother abides in death.” 
 
1 John 4:8 (NKJV) “He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.” 
 
Phileo�Natural human love and affection; brotherly love 
 
Agape�God’s love 
 
 
Romans 5:5b (ESV) “…God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 
 
 
 
I.       The Commandment to Love One Another Is Not New in Its Statement (v. 7) 
 

Matthew 22:37-39 (NKJV) “37 Jesus said to him, 'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your mind’. 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’” 
 
Deuteronomy 6:5 (NKJV) “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
strength.” 
 
Leviticus 19:18 (NKJV) “You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you 
shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.” 



Isaiah 63:9 (NKJV) “In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the Angel of His Presence saved them; In His love and in 
His pity He redeemed them; and He bore them and carried them All the days of old.” 
 
Jeremiah 31:3 (NKJV) “The Lord has appeared of old to me, saying: ‘Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love; 
therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn you.’” 
 
Hosea 11:4 (NKJV) “I drew them with gentle cords, with bands of love, and I was to them as those who take the yoke from 
their neck. I stooped and fed them.” 
 
1 John 4:8b (NKJV) “…God is love.” 
 
Romans 13:8-10 (NKJV) “8 Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the 
law. 9 For the commandments, "’You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not 
bear false witness,’ ‘You shall not covet,’ and if there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this saying, 
namely, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of 
the law.” 

 
 
 
 
 
II.      The Commandment to Love One Another Is New in Its Enabling (v. 8) 
 

John 13:34 (NKJV) “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love 
one another.” 
 
Romans 5:5b (NKJV) “…the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.” 

 
 
 
 
 
III.     The Commandment to Love One Another Reveals the Genuineness of Salvation (vv. 9-11) 
 

Colossians 1:13 (ESV) “He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his 
beloved Son.” 
 
Acts 26:18 (NKJV) “to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, 
that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.” 
 
 
 

 
 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 7-5-15 AM 
“THE OLD, YET NEW COMMANDMENT” 

1 JOHN 2:7-11 
# 4 in Series, “Absolute Assurance” 

 
   Let me describe a man to you and see if you think you would like him and desire him as a friend. This 
man has a violent temper. If you cross him he could “explode” on you. In addition to his volatile temper 
he is selfish. He’s concerned about elevating himself more than he cares for others and their well being. 



This man also tends to be prejudiced. If you are of a certain ethnic group he wouldn’t mind if you were 
snuffed out. Finally this man is full of religious pride. If you were not of his little group and did not do 
things exactly as he thought you should (just like he did it), then he rejected you. Would you like to be 
friends with this man? Ladies, would you like to be married to a man like that? I have just described to 
you the Apostle John, the human author of the book we are looking at – 1 John. Follow me through the 
Scripture. Mark 3:17 (NKJV) “James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James, to whom He 
gave the name Boanerges, that is, ‘Sons of Thunder’". The “thunder” referred to their disposition. John 
evidently operated on a hair trigger and his trigger got pulled quite often. Mark 10:35-37 (NKJV) “35 

Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Him, saying, ‘Teacher, we want You to do for us 
whatever we ask.’ 36 And He said to them, ‘What do you want Me to do for you?’ 37 They said to Him, 
‘Grant us that we may sit, one on Your right hand and the other on Your left, in Your glory.’" What a 
social climber! John and his brother James were interested in getting the place of honor for themselves. 
Luke 9:52-54 (NKJV) “52 and sent messengers before His face. And as they went, they entered a village 
of the Samaritans, to prepare for Him. 53 But they did not receive Him, because His face was set for the 
journey to Jerusalem. 54 And when His disciples James and John saw this, they said, ‘Lord, do You want 
us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them, just as Elijah did?’" The Jews hated 
the Samaritans. When these “despicable” people (at least in John’s eyes) refused Jesus, John wanted to fry 
them with some heavenly Napalm! Jesus rebuked him in Luke 9:55 (NKJV) “But He turned and rebuked 
them, and said, ‘You do not know what manner of spirit you are of.’” We read in Luke 9:49-50 (NKJV) 
“49 Now John answered and said, ‘Master, we saw someone casting out demons in Your name, and we 
forbade him because he does not follow with us.’ 50 But Jesus said to him, ‘Do not forbid him, for he who 
is not against us is on our side.’" It didn’t seem to matter to John that this man was casting out demons; 
what was important to John was that the man wasn’t of their “group” (maybe it would be “denomination” 
today).  
   All that we have looked at so far about John so far in this message was before his life was transformed 
by the resurrected, indwelling Christ. Notice some things said about John after the Spirit of Christ 
changed and indwelt him. Revelation 1:10 (NKJV) “I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day…”The violent 
John (Son of Thunder) was now walking and worshipping in the Spirit. We see a new humility in John in 
the fact that he was the human author of the Gospel of John and he doesn’t even mention His name in the 
book. He just calls himself, “The disciple whom Jesus loved”. He is no more a social climber and a name 
dropper. We see in Acts 8:14-15 (NKJV) “14 Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that 
Samaria had received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them, 15 who, when they had come 
down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.” These are from the same ethnic group that 
John had wanted to fry before. Now instead of calling down fire on them, he is calling down the Holy 
Spirit. What explains the change in John? It was the working of the Lord Jesus Christ in his life. He was 
changed by the resurrected Lord! This “Son of Thunder” came to be known as “the Apostle of Love”!  
   The burden of John in this little book that we call 1 John is that we have an absolute assurance of 
salvation. The book is filled with evidence that shows us whether we are truly saved or whether we have 
been deceived and are not saved at all. In the passage we looked at in the last message (1 John 2:3), John 
tells us that the evidence of true salvation is that we keep His commandments. In verses 7-11 he gets more 
specific and focuses on the one commandment to love one another. Later John comes back to this subject 
of love in several verses. 1 John 3:14 (NKJV) says, “We know that we have passed from death to life, 
because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death.” Your love for others 
gives testimony that that your salvation is real. John gives a summary statement about love in 1 John 4:8 
(NKJV) “He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.”  
   Before we dig into this text, let me share some very basic things about the meaning of this love that 
John is talking about. When I say the word “love”, I want to make sure that we all have the same meaning 
in mind. For instance, if you think that love is simply an involuntary emotion that comes upon you 
because someone is acting “lovable”, you are going to be horribly confused about what this text is saying. 
The Greek language is very precise (much more precise than English). For our one word “love”, the 



Greeks had four different words that gave different facets or emphases of love. Really only two of those 
words are prominently used in the New Testament. One Greek word often used in the New Testament for 
love is phileo which means natural human love for someone we have affection for. It is sometimes called 
“brotherly love”. The city “Philadelphia” uses this Greek word and Philadelphia is called, “The city of 
brotherly love”. This word in the Bible came to mean friendship love or what we would call “natural 
affection”. This word, phileo describes affection with someone you enjoy being with because you get 
along well and on most issues you see things the same way. This is not the word used in our text. The 
word used in this passage and throughout 1 John as an evidence of salvation is the Greek word agape or 
one of its forms. Though it was rare in ancient Greek literature, agape is the most commonly used word 
for love in the New Testament. This agape love is God’s love. It is the highest form of love. This agape 
love is a Holy Spirit given inner disposition in a Christian that results in a life that sets us apart from the 
rest of the world. This agape love is God’s kind of love, but it is more than that. It is God’s love that is 
produced in us by the Holy Spirit. Romans 5:5b (ESV) “…God’s love (agape) has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 
   Today, we are going to look at this old and yet new commandment that John references in the text.  
 
I.       The Commandment to Love One Another Is Not New in Its Statement (V7) 
   One of the most damaging misconceptions about the Bible is the view that the Old Testament God is a 
God of wrath and the New Testament God is a God of love. In reality, the God of the Old Testament and 
the God of the New Testament is the same God. God did not change somewhere in that time between the 
Old Testament’s final book and the writing of the New Testament. When Jesus was asked by a young 
lawyer what was the greatest commandment, He answered in Matthew 22:37-39 (NKJV) “37 Jesus said 
to him, 'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.' 
38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.'” But here is what I want you to see. Jesus was simply quoting from the Old Testament. 
Deuteronomy 6:5 (NKJV) “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your strength.” Leviticus 19:18 (NKJV) “You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge 
against the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.” God’s 
love is prominent in the Old Testament. We read in Isaiah 63:9 (NKJV) “In all their affliction He was 
afflicted, and the Angel of His Presence saved them; in His love and in His pity He redeemed them; and 
He bore them and carried them all the days of old.” Jeremiah 31:3 (NKJV) “The Lord has appeared of 
old to me, saying: ‘Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore with lovingkindness I have 
drawn you.” Hosea 11:4 (NKJV) “I drew them with gentle cords, with bands of love, and I was to them 
as those who take the yoke from their neck. I stooped and fed them.” A verse we read earlier, 1 John 4:8b 
(NKJV) says “…for God is love.” God was love in Old Testament times; God was love in New 
Testament times; God is love today! God will be love throughout eternity. 
   In Romans, the Apostle Paul tied love to the Mosaic Law. Romans 13:8-10 (NKJV) “8 Owe no one 
anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the 
commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall 
not bear false witness,’ ‘You shall not covet,’ and if there is any other commandment, are all summed up 
in this saying, namely, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor; 
therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.” When you love others, you don’t even need a law. Let me 
illustrate. There are several laws on the books that relate to parents caring for their children. Child neglect 
is a serious crime. But how many parents of a newborn baby hear the infant crying because it is time to 
feed him and the father says to the mother, “You had better feed our baby because otherwise we might be 
arrested”. Certainly there are some evil parents who need the threat of the law to motivate them to care for 
their child, but most mothers don’t feed their newborn out of fear of being in trouble with the law. They 
feed their child because they love their child. When we love one another we don’t murder them, steal 
from them, bear false witness against them, or covet what they have.  
   John’s point is that the command to love one another is not new. 



 
II.      The Commandment to Love One Another Is New in Its Enabling (V8) 
   Again, let me remind you that the command John is referring to is the command to love one another. On 
the surface, John seems to be contradicting himself. 1 John 2:7a (NKJV) “Brethren, I write no new 
commandment to you…” 1 John 2:8a (NKJV) “Again, a new commandment I write to you…” John is 
talking about the same commandment. Here is what he is saying – the old commandment takes on new 
meaning in Christ. The “old” is new in Him. Jesus Himself said that. John 13:34 (NKJV) “A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one 
another.” This commandment to love is new in Jesus in two ways. It is new in the sense that we see this 
love in its perfection in the life of Christ. Since God is love and Jesus is God who became flesh to reveal 
the Father to us, in Jesus we see love in a way the Old Testament saints could never have seen it. It is new 
in its revelation in Christ. But there is another sense that the command to love one another is new. It is 
new in that we don’t just have a commandment to love, we have the very Spirit of Christ (Christ in us) to 
enable us to love with His love. Romans 5:5b (NKJV) “…the love of God has been poured out in our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.” Even with Jesus as our example, we cannot work up the 
will to love others. The only way we can love one another and even love our enemies is Christ in us living 
His life through us. This is what separates us from the lost – we have Christ in us in the person of the 
Holy Spirit to enable us to do what we could never do in the power of our own will and our own strength.  
 
III.     The Commandment to Love One Another Reveals the Genuineness of Salvation (V9-11) 
   In these verses John applies the test of supernatural love to those who profess to be Christians. Let me 
remind you of something we have said about these tests before. The key words such as “hates” (V9), 
“loves” (V10), and “walks” (V11) are in the present tense which indicates the pattern of ones life. It is not 
speaking of momentary thoughts of hate and vengeance that are repented of; it is speaking of continuing 
action over time. I am praying that God would open our eyes to see how serious this is and that He would 
reveal to us the truth about the genuineness of our salvation. I have encountered so many professing 
Christians who are filled with anger and bitterness toward an individual or group of people that either has 
wronged them or openly stands for something that they hate. I have seen professing Christians get upset 
over something at church – some perceived wrong done to them or a genuine wrong done to them and 
they leave and never come back or never get involved in another church. I have watched people get angry 
over some perceived wrong done to them and leave the church and quickly join another, but continue to 
be filled with anger and bitterness over what happened in their former church and never deal with that 
perceived wrong by forgiving. I am not being judgmental here, but if that hated, bitterness, and 
unforgiveness toward another church member, a pastor or staff member is the pattern, then we are talking 
about a lost person who is deceived about their standing before a holy God. They are lost and without 
eternal life. 
   Notice the contrast in these verses between darkness and light. Throughout Scripture, darkness 
symbolizes error and Satan’s realm. Colossians 1:13 (ESV) “He has delivered us from the domain of 
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son”. Light symbolizes truth and God’s 
domain. Acts 26:18 (NKJV) “to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who 
are sanctified by faith in Me.” Light and darkness cannot exist in the same place. Even so love and hate 
cannot exist as a pattern of life in the same heart.  
   I want to take some time here to bare my heart to you. I believe that it is God’s plan for every local 
church to be a demonstration of lives characterized by love before an unbelieving world. Nowhere should 
supernatural love be demonstrated more clearly than in a local New Testament church. Those in the world 
who do not even know the Lord can exhibit that phileo type love. That kind of love is not supernatural. 
Only Christians can as a pattern of life demonstrate agape love. This kind of love has its source only in 
God. It is supernatural. That is why God allows offenses to come even in church. There is no such thing 
as a church without conflict. We rub each other wrong; we misunderstand each other; we hurt each other; 



we disappoint one another. Leaders in the church don’t always meet our expectations. We are sometimes 
overlooked, sometimes forgotten, sometimes snubbed (intentionally or unintentionally). That is going to 
happen! I promise you that if you are here long enough that will happen. All too often we just go on a 
mad and say, “I’m going to find me another church.” There are legitimate reasons to leave a church. My 
estimate is that those legitimate reasons represent about 1-2% of those leaving. Here is what happens. You 
go somewhere else and everything seems wonderful and you join there, and you tell your friends at your 
old church how wonderful it is and then it happens. You experience life in a fallen world and you get 
overlooked, sometimes forgotten, sometimes snubbed (intentionally or unintentionally). The Pastor 
disappoints you and doesn’t handle something the way you think he should and often people just shut 
down and become a pew sitter who just comes to a service every now and then and never gets involved 
and goes home – miserable. Some people are slow to learn that all churches have problems and so they 
move again and again and again. Here is what we miss when we do that. We miss the opportunity to put 
supernatural love on display. We miss the opportunity to love the unlovely, forgive those who hurt us, 
confront in love those who need confronting, and return good for evil. In other words, we miss the 
opportunity to display Jesus as He lives out His resurrection life through us. In a church our size, not 
much of that will happen by just attending a worship service (some will, but it is rare). It is going to 
happen as you get into a lifegroup and into a ministry. Every local church must become a demonstration 
of fulfilling this old but new commandment of loving one another with the very love of Christ poured out 
in our heart by the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ.  

CONCLUSION 
   Is your heart a hotel for hate? Is there no demonstration of supernatural love in your life? If that is true 
you are dwelling in the realm of darkness and your life is darkness and if you profess to be a Christian, 
you are deceived. Come to Jesus who is the only one who can take you out of the realm of darkness and 
bring you into the light. He is the only one who can fill you with light, life, and supernatural love. 
  


