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[Scripture Introduction] We are in the book of 1st Timothy this morning.  We are returning to 

chapter two.  Today we are looking at a text that has caused all sorts of problems for the liberal 

church and even many in conservative churches. 

 

Martin Luther once said, “Anyone who intends to love God and His Word will not have an easy 

time of it. It will often hit him between the eyes, and the love will often become the kind that the 

devil sours and embitters for him. Hence we need the ability to hold tightly and to be devoted to 

the Word of God.” 

 

This text often hits people between the eyes because of its clear command and prohibitions.  We 

live in an age where we don’t like to be told you cannot do something.  And that is partly what 

this text does.  It tells women what they can’t do.  But the reason for the command and the 

prohibitions is the good of the church and the good of God’s people. 

 

Psalm 19:9-11 says, “9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the LORD 

are true, and righteous altogether.  10  More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine 

gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. 11  Moreover, by them is your 

servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.” 

 

This text might very well challenge you greatly.  But remember, there is great grace to be found 

here. 

 

[Scripture Reading] So if you will please follow along as I read our passage.  1 Timothy 2:11-15. 

 

[Prayer for illumination]  Let’s pray. 

 

[Sermon Introduction] 

How does a church fall away?  Historically, there have been many ways it has happened. Here 

are three. 

 

1) It can happen by changing the purpose of the church to be social or cultural, instead of 

spiritual. 

 

2) It can happen by changing the message of the church.  Unless the Lord intervenes, the church 

will fall away when the message of the church becomes something less than the proclamation of 

the Gospel, or if something is added to the proclamation of the gospel; for example, “a word 

AND deed ministry” changes the message of the Gospel.  

 



3) It can also happen by changing the authority structure of the church.  If you change the 

structure of the church, you necessarily change the manner and method in which the church 

delivers its message. 

 

All three of those failures, or changes, begin with theology.  This is why Paul starts out this letter 

by exhorting Timothy to hold fast to the truth, to study the theology passed on to him from the 

apostles, and to protect it from any variation. 

 

Then the next thing Paul addresses is prayer.  Implied in Paul’s directions for prayer is this.  A 

church that ceases its prayer life is a church that will fail.  We don’t have to look back too far in 

our history to see this is the case. 

 

Now thirdly, Paul addresses the structure of the church.  He hinted at this structure already back 

in verse eight when he said it is the men who are to lift holy hands in prayer.  It is the men who 

are to be the spiritual leaders. 

 

How does a church fall away?   Paul says, if a church compromises its theology, it will 

compromise the Gospel.  If a church compromises its prayer life, it will compromise the Gospel.  

Thirdly, if a church compromises its God-given authority structure, it will compromise the 

Gospel. 

 

This is what is at stake in a right interpretation of this passage.  The very life of the church, 

maybe not for that generation, but certainly for the next, hangs in the balance. 

 

We see this urgency in Paul’s reason for this letter.  Paul’s purpose for writing the letter is found 

in 3:15 – that one may know how to behave in the household of God. 

 

If we get this wrong, if we get Paul’s teaching wrong on women, or when we get to the men in 

weeks to come, if we get the authority structure wrong, we will compromise the church.   

 

So I hope you understand that there is a lot at stake here, just like there was back in chapter 1:3 

when Paul told Timothy to make sure the false teachers weren’t allowed to teach. 

 

So, what is Paul saying about the role of women in the church? As is quite common with Paul, 

he starts with a positive statement, and then a negative statement in defense of the positive. 

 

In order for me to summarize the women’s role, I need to take you back to Luke chapter 10.  At 

the end of Luke chapter 10, we have the story of Mary and Martha.  Martha invites Jesus into 

their home, and then goes to prepare the meal for her guests.  Mary on the other hand, sits at the 

feet of Jesus to listen to His teaching.  Martha comes back and has a problem with Mary just 

sitting there learning. So she complains to Jesus, and Jesus says to her in verse 42, “Martha, 

Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, but one thing is necessary. Mary has 

chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.” 

 

What is this one thing that is necessary?  To sit at Jesus’s feet and learn.  Jesus in said in 

Matthew 11:29, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, 

and you will find rest for your souls.”  We find rest for our souls when we learn at the feet of 

Jesus.  This is true of all people. 



 

[Proposition] But here in our text, Paul is telling Timothy that this is the particular role for 

women.  Women, your place is to be at Jesus’s feet.  You are to be Christ’s disciples. You are to 

be followers of Christ!  You are to learn.   

 

This was no little thing in those days, especially in the Jewish culture.  Women were not offered 

the opportunity to sit and learn.  Yet we know that this was a regular practice of Jesus.  He 

readily opened his lectures to all people, including women.   

 

Remember back to verses 5-6.  Christ was a Ransom for all people, all kinds of peoples, that is 

all people without distinction and without regard to their gender.  Women, there is a special 

grace that is being expressed in this command to learn.  And if you jump right to verse 12, you 

will miss it. 

 

Paul describes the right attitude for learning.  It is in quietness and submission.  Do you 

remember what 1Peter 5:5 says?  “Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one 

another, for "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

 

A learning attitude, a humble attitude, discovers the grace of God in your lives.  And where 

you find God’s graciousness directed at you, your soul experiences a rest and a refreshment as it 

can nowhere else. 

 

There is nothing better for your soul than to learn, than to sit at the feet of Jesus and soak in His 

benevolent, transforming grace. 

   

This is what Paul is presenting to the women of Ephesus, and to you this morning.  Let a woman 

learn; let her sit at the feet of Jesus, with quietness and all submission, and let her learn in a state 

of humility that she might find rest for her soul. 

 

In your bulletin I have a question. 

 

How do you know if you are a good follower of Christ, a good disciple? You are a good disciple; 

you are a growing disciple, if you are learning.  If you are discovering the boundless grace of 

God at work in you and through you, your profession of godliness will be manifest in your faith, 

love, holiness and self-control.  

 

[MP1] First, by learning. 

These are the two main points in your bulletin.  Verse 11 says learn.  Verse 15 says continue in 

your profession of godliness, which is the second main point, and it is the consequence of the 

first.  Unless you learn, unless you grow in grace, unless you are consistently sitting at the feet of 

Jesus, you will not continue in your profession of godliness. 

 

So, in order to protect women, in order to keep women from burdens they were not designed to 

carry, Paul gives women two prohibitions. 

 

[MP2] What Paul is doing is putting up two fences around women so that women learn at the 

feet of Jesus instead of getting stuck in the kitchen.  When Jesus rebuked Martha, implicit was 



the directive to her that she should be where Mary was, learning from Jesus.  That is what these 

two fences do. 

 

[Exposition]  What are these two fences?  Teaching a man, and having authority over a man. 

 

There have been a number of different approaches to dealing with verse 12.   

 

A few years ago, there was a disciplinary case that went to the judiciary committee at General 

Assembly.  In the Judicial Committee’s report, they listed six different wrong interpretations of 

this particular verse. 

 

I’m not going to spend any time going through these, but you should at least know what they are.  

So here is the list of wrong interpretations.
1
 

 

1) Paul is simply wrong – PK Jewett 

2) Prohibition is temporally restricted – Fee 

3) Applies only to some of the Ephesian women – Bassler, Kroeger, Marshall, Towner 

4) Applies only to uneducated Ephesian women – AB Spencer 

5) Applies only to wives – R. Collins 

6) Galatians 3:28 (neither male nor female) overrides whatever 1 Tim 2:12 says – Hove 

 

In light of these six wrong interpretations, they confirmed that the right interpretation is that 

women are not to teach a man, and women are not to have authority over a man.  While, I don’t 

have time to address each of these specifically, I think you will see as we work through this 

passage, that such interpretations are indeed wrong. 

 

Of course the question, then becomes, what does Paul have in mind with these two prohibitions? 

 

Again, good men, even PCA men, have offered different approaches.  One common approach is 

to interpret teaching to be preaching.  But, the main problem with that is if Paul meant preaching, 

he would have used the word for preaching.  The word for preach is used over sixty times in the 

NT, and it is never translated teach.  The word for Teach is used about hundred times, again; it is 

never translated preach. 

 

And, we know that Paul knew there was a distinction between the two terms because he uses the 

two terms in the same sentence several times.  In fact, a few verses earlier, back in verse seven 

Paul says he was appointed a preacher, who was also a teacher of the Gentiles.  And, in 2 

Timothy 4:2 Paul instructs Timothy, “preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; 

reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.” 

 

So, women are not to teach men.  And neither are they to have authority over men.  Sometimes, 

people have translated the word usurp authority over a man.   The reason people do is because 

for some reason the translators of the KJV translated it this way.  They did it contrary to the 

possible nuances of the Greek word.  I don’t know if it were because of political or cultural 

issues they were addressing, of just because the word Usurp had a slightly different connotation 

back then.  I don’t know.   
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But, what Greek scholarship has learned is that this word has no negativity related to it.  

Domineering is not a linguistic option.  Usurping, or stealing authority, can’t be a legitimate 

translation unless someone could successfully argue that Paul is using this word-- that is only 

used once in the Bible-- in a unique way that is different from the common usage of his day.   

 

Therefore, the conclusion then is that the simple understanding of these two words is the right 

understanding.  Women are not to teach men, and they are not to have authority over men. 

 

[MP3] But here’s the next question, and Paul anticipates it.  Why can’t women teach or have 

authority over men?  What is the reason for these fences? 

 

Why does Paul put these fences around women’s roles?  The answer is simple.  It is because God 

has.  Paul takes us back to the very Garden of Eden, in order to make this clear.   

 

The reason women are not to teach or have authority is because God placed these responsibilities 

on the shoulders of men, not women. 

 

[Exposition] 

Verse 13 says, “Adam was created first, then Eve.”  This is not just a chronology of the Creation, 

but a statement of priority and rank.  It is the same word that Paul used back in chapter 1 verse 

15 to describe himself as the chief, or foremost sinner. 

 

Adam was created, the foremost, or the chief, or the highest rank.  And Eve was created ‘next’ as 

in next in rank.  Her rank is below the rank of Adam. 

 

I need to make sure you are following me here.  Paul is not making a statement of value or 

importance in Christ’s church.  Paul is not saying men are more important than women.  That is 

what liberals constantly accuse Paul of, but that is not the case.  In the military, just because you 

have a different rank, does not make you somehow less important or less valuable.  The US 

military is the greatest in the world, I believe, in large measure because people are put in ranks 

where they most benefit the military.   

 

I wish Jack were here this morning to back me up on this, but if there were not grunts to carry 

out the commands of the officers, not much would happen.  Rank is a statement of authority, not 

of importance or value.   

 

This is why Paul says over in Galatians 3:28, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 

slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  This is a 

statement of our importance and value to Christ.  The distinctions between Jew and Greek, and 

slave and free still existed within the church.  Those relationships didn’t cease just because 

someone became a Christian.  In the same way, the distinctions between male and female don’t 

disappear in the church.  Instead, they get restored to God’s special design. 

 

For those of you who will be good Bereans this afternoon and study your notes from this 

morning, make sure you look at 1Corinthians 11:3. 

 



1 Corinthians 11:3 says, “But I want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ, the 

head of a wife is her husband, and the head of Christ is God.” 

 

Paul is saying there is God-given authority structure.  And it is found in Genesis chapter 2.  

There have been arguments that no such authority structure is found in Genesis 2.  But let me 

give you seven examples of it. 

 

Evidence of authority 

 1. God gave Adam, not Eve, the covenant requirements. “Don’t eat.” 

 2. Adam gave Eve her name, just like he did all of the animals.  Not because she was of 

the animal realm, she too, was made in the image of God, but because Adam was foremost 

authority. 

 3. God named the race Adam  

  Gen 1:26 “Let us make Adam (man) in our image.” 

 4. God declared that Eve was to be the helpmate of Adam. 

 5. God made Eve out of Adam. (not from, but OUT OF) 

 6. After the incident at the Tree, God called out to “The” man.  

Perhaps the most important and strongest comes from the doctrine of federal headship. 

 7. It was Adam’s sin that caused the Fall, not Eve’s sin, even though Eve sinned first. 

 

God gave primary, chief authority to Adam.  And as the chief authority, it was Adam’s 

responsibility to teach Eve the rules and obligations that were upon them under the covenant 

relationship they had with God. 

 

This takes us to verse 14 of Paul’s argument.  This verse in fact is an illustration of what happens 

when the authority structure is not maintained, for whatever reason.  When God cursed Adam, 

this is what God said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the 

tree.” Genesis, 3:17. 

 

This is not to say that men should not listen to their wives.  Any man that doesn’t listen to his 

wife is a fool.  The emphasis is on the fact that he listened to his wife who was saying something 

contrary to God.  The God-ordained authority and the God-ordained teaching structure was 

reversed at the tree.  The result was that Adam, the head of the human race, plunged humanity 

into a state of sin and depravity, that neither he nor any other mere human being could undo. 

  

When God’s order of authority is distorted, relationships will not be the way God designed them. 

 

[Application] 

Women, I know you are going to have trouble with this.  Some more so than others.  But, you are 

going to have a problem with this, because God said as much when He explained how the curse 

would work itself out for women. 

 

Genesis 3:16, “Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”   

 

Regardless of the various interpretations of this curse, the result is the same.  The relationship 

between man and woman has been corrupted is will great difficulty functioning the way God 

designed it. 

 



This doesn’t mean God’s design for the man-woman relationship isn’t still to be sought after.  It 

is.  God’s design is still the best. It is still what God has commanded and what He still requires of 

men and women.  To violate this order is a sin. 

 

But what the curse tells us is that, women, you will have trouble with this. Partly because you 

have to live with men who are under the curse of sin – men that don’t live up to their 

responsibilities.  It is hard to submit to a husband that doesn’t treat you like the priceless vase 

that you are.  But on the other hand, Feminism, which is the rejection of male-only authority, is 

also a sin. 

 

You will have a problem with this, sometimes more, sometimes less. But the only solution, the 

only escape, from the curse is Christ and His grace that reverses the curse as we grow in 

obedience and Christlikeness. 

 

Now I know that lots of men and women have both argued, “But, this isn’t fair. This isn’t fair of 

God to make distinctions of people. God wouldn’t do that.” 

 

Numbers 16 gives an account of the very same argument against God-made distinctions. 

 

Korah and two hundred and fifty chiefs of the congregation, and that presumably means those 

under their authority, too, came to Moses and said in Verse 3, “You have gone too far! For all in 

the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the LORD is among them. Why then do you 

exalt yourselves above the assembly of the LORD?" 

 

Korah argued, “We are all equal before God.  So why are you making this distinction between 

Aaron and everyone else.  Just because they were born a certain way doesn’t make them 

different from us before God.” 

 

When Moses heard this he fell on his face before God, he knew what was coming.  The next day, 

they all appeared before God with the censors of incense, and God warned everyone to get away 

from Korah and his men because God’s wrath was going to fall on them. Then the ground 

opened up and swallowed the tents and the belongings of the rebellious people.  And the two 

hundred fifity men that offered incense were consumed by the fire of God. 

 

Verse 40 tells us that the incense censors were beaten into sheets of bronze and then used to lay 

over the altar as a covering to be a reminder to the people of Israel, so that no outsider, who is 

not of the descendants of Aaron, should draw near to burn incense before the LORD, lest he 

become like Korah and his company. 

 

This was God’s response to the argument, “It’s not fair of God to make a distinction between 

people.” Discipline. 

 

Women, if you have a problem with this, you are not alone.  But, the solution is not to deny that 

you have a problem with it, but run to the cross for grace. 

 

In fact, this is what Paul does in our text this morning.  After saying in verse 14 that Eve had 

become a transgressor, that is she entered into this perpetual, unending state of sinfulness, verse 

15 offers hope.   



 

“Yet she [meaning Eve] will be saved through childbearing.”  Paul is not saying that the act of 

bearing children would earn her salvation.  But that by means of the process of reproduction and 

childbearing, salvation would come to her. 

 

This is a specific reference to Genesis 3:15, which is God’s first promise of redemption.  God 

said to Satan that the seed of the woman would crush his head, and reverse the fall. 

 

Women, here is the good news for you.  The same seed that crushed the head of Satan and 

redeemed Eve from the curse of sin, can save you, too, and reverse the effects of the Fall in your 

life.   

 

Eve trusted in the promise of God.  That same promise is offered to you too.  Romans 10:12-13, 

“For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek [And I am going to insert male and 

female]: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. For whosoever shall call 

upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

 

This is the good news of the Gospel.  This is the profession of godliness which is expected of the 

women of the church.  If you trust in God, then you will, like Eve, continue in faith and love and 

holiness, with self-control. 

 

And, so we close this passage on women in the same place where Paul began it.  Women, Paul 

says to you, do not adorn yourself as the world does for show and attention, but adorn yourself in 

godliness and holiness.  This won’t happen to you by teaching men, or by exercising authority 

over men.  It will only happen as you sit at the feet of Jesus and learn.   Don’t undervalue this 

command.   

 

Learn.  There is no higher calling than to be a student of Theology Proper, because being a 

student of theology is to be a student of the knowledge of God, our Creator, our Mediator, our 

Intercessor, our Lord, our Messiah, our Redeemer, our Savior. 

 

Jesus said, “Take my yoke and learn of Me.”  There is no greater grace to be found than at the 

feet of Jesus.    Learn of Him. 

 

Let’s pray. 
 


