
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 7-3-16 AM NOTES 
“THE NECESSITY OF VISION” (PART 2) 

VARIOUS SCRIPTURES 
NON-SERIES MESSAGE 

 
 
Proverbs 29:18 (KJV) “Where there is no vision, the people perish…”  
 
Proverbs 29:18 (NASB) “Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained…” 
 

“Vision is insight based on hindsight that leads to foresight.”              —Adrian Rogers 
 

A vision is a clear picture of where the leaders of the church believe God wants the church to go. 
 

“First Baptist Church exists to glorify God by developing disciples who are connecting with God, growing together, 
serving others, and sharing the Gospel.” 
 
Romans 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes…” 
 

“Unless you change direction, you are likely to arrive where you are headed.”         —Ancient Chinese Proverb 

 
Review: 
I.       How Do We Get a Vision? 
II.      The Characteristics of a God Given Vision 
 
 
 
III.     Vision Killers in the Church  
 

A. Fear  
 

2 Timothy 1:7 (ESV) “for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.”  
 
Neophobia – the fear of anything new. 

 
 
 
 

B. Passion Leakage 
 

Numbers 14:24 “But My servant Caleb, because he has had a different spirit and has followed Me fully.”  
 
Numbers 32:12 “except Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite and Joshua the son of Nun, for they 
have followed the Lord fully.”   
 
Deuteronomy 1:36 “except Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall see it, and to him and to his sons I will 
give the land on which he has set foot, because he has followed the Lord fully.” 
 
Divided loyalties drain our spiritual passion. 

 
 



C. Discouragement 
 

Evangelical – any Protestant Christian church that emphasizes the authority of the Bible and salvation by 
grace through faith in Christ. 

 
 
 
 
IV.      Examples of a God-given Vision  
 

A. An Old Testament Example (Nehemiah 2) 
 

Nehemiah 1:3-4 “They said to me, ‘The remnant there in the province who survived the captivity are in 
great distress and reproach, and the wall of Jerusalem is broken down and its gates are burned with fire.’ 
When I heard these words, I sat down and wept and mourned for days; and I was fasting and praying 
before the God of heaven.”  
 
Nehemiah 2:4-6 “Then the king said to me, ‘What would you request?’ So I prayed to the God of heaven. 
I said to the king, ‘If it please the king, and if your servant has found favor before you, send me to Judah, 
to the city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may rebuild it.’ … So it pleased the king to send me…” 
 
Nehemiah 2:17-18 “Then I said to them, ‘You see the bad situation we are in, that Jerusalem is desolate 
and its gates burned by fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem so that we will no longer be a 
reproach.’ I told them how the hand of my God had been favorable to me and also about the king’s words 
which he had spoken to me. Then they said, ‘Let us arise and build.’ So they put their hands to the good 
work.” 

 
 

B. A New Testament Example (Revelation 3:7-13) 
 

Revelation 3:7-8 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: He who is holy, who is true, who 
has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one opens, says this: ‘I 
know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut, because you have 
a little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My name.” 
 
1 Corinthians 16:9 “for a wide door for effective service has opened to me, and there are many 
adversaries.”  
 
2 Corinthians 2:12 “Now when I came to Troas for the gospel of Christ and when a door was opened for 
me in the Lord…”  
 
Colossians 4:3 “praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, 
so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned.” 
 
Pray as One Prayer Request for Day 50: “Ask the Father to unify FBC Powell around His vision and 
direction for our church.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



First Baptist Church Powell 07 03 2016 AM 

Sermon 2:  Necessity of Vision 

Various Scriptures 

 

The Bible says in Proverbs 29:18 (KJV): “Where there is no vision, the people perish…” The NASB 
says in Proverbs 29:18: “Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained…” In other words, 
when there is no vision, people do not have a sense of purpose or direction, so they just go with 
their feelings or follow the majority (herd mentality). A church without a vision is a church without 
direction that simply follows culture, traditions, or some model that brings numerical growth 
though it may be unbiblical.  

When we talk about vision, what do we mean? Adrian Rogers said, “Vision is insight based on 
hindsight that leads to foresight.” [Source unknown] That’s catchy and really pretty accurate. Vision 
for a church or an individual Christian’s life is insight from God that takes into account what God 
has done in the past and then focuses on the future (foresight). I think my favorite definition as it 
applies to the church is, “A vision is a clear picture of where the leaders of the church believe God 
wants the church to go.” That’s not fancy or eloquent, but that is basically what a vision is. The 
focus may be for the next year or the next decade or even the next century.   

Last week we looked at the difference between the mission of the church and the vision of the 
church. The mission relates to the purpose of the church. While the mission may be tweaked to 
better communicate, its basic elements never change. We state the mission of First Baptist Church 
this way: “First Baptist Church exists to glorify God by developing disciples who are connecting 
with God, growing together, serving others, and sharing the Gospel.” I think that is a good mission 
statement that accurately reflects what the Bible teaches us that a church is to do.  

Because the mission is grounded in the Bible, it never changes because the Bible never changes. 
The vision often changes because needs change, the economic and ethnicity makeup in a 
community changes, leadership changes, and sometimes a part of the vision is completed. In the 
message last week, we talked about the vision of this building. It was finished and our current 
vision has nothing to do with a new Worship Center. As we focus on the vision, recognize that over 
the years it may change, but the mission remains the same. 

We see the power of a clearly communicated vision in other areas than the church. Tomorrow, we 
celebrate the 240th birthday of our nation. Our founding Fathers had a vision of a new nation that 
would be free from the suppression of Parliament and the King of England. In one sense the 
Constitution of the United States is the vision of the founding Fathers for this new nation. The good 
things in the history of our nation were brought about because of a clearly communicated vision by 
visionary leaders. Another example of the power of a vision is First Baptist Church Powell. This 
church was started in 1889 when a group of people from Sharon Baptist Church had a vision for a 
new church in this community. It wasn’t a church split, but a planned vision that God honored to 
start this church.  

Last week we saw that God desires His people to always have a vision that is bigger than we are. 
God desires for His people to live in dependence on Him, so He gives His leaders a vision that is 
bigger than their abilities to fulfill. The leaders and the church then launch out in faith to see God 
fulfill the vision He has given us. That results in God receiving all of the glory. That is why we have 
spent fifty days of prayer and fasting to seek the Lord for what He specifically desires that we do as 
we go through these turbulent times of mostly negative change in our nation. We refuse to sit back 
and only complain about how awful the situation is; we desire to launch out armed the most 
powerful weapon of change ever known to mankind – the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Our goal is not to 
destroy those who hate us and oppose us; our vision is to unleash on them the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ of which we read in Romans 1:16: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of 
God for salvation to everyone who believes…”  



This past week I read an old Chinese Proverb that said, “Unless you change direction, you are likely 
to arrive where you are headed.” The reason we are seeking God in prayer accompanied by fasting 
for the vision He has for us is because we don’t want to end up a dead church making no impact on 
this community and the lostness of the world. We want to make sure that the direction we are going 
is the direction that He has for us.  

Let’s review Part 1 of this 2-part series.  

 

I.       How Do We Get a Vision? 

We saw that a vision comes when we diligently pray with yielded hearts. That type of prayer 
will result in God giving us a burden for that which He desires to accomplish through us.  

II.      The Characteristics of a God Given Vision  

We saw that when God gives a vision, it will always be bigger than we are. The vision that is 
from God will also fulfill some part of the mission of the church, the vision God gives will 
always call us out of our lethargy or our “comfort zones”.  

 

III.  Vision Killers in the Church 

We have an enemy who desires to cripple or destroy every God given vision. That is not something 
that sometimes happens; it always happens. If there is no opposition from the enemy, it is likely 
not a vision that is from God. There are many tactics that Satan uses to try to kill, or at least divert 
or weaken the vision, but I want us to look and three representative ones.  

A.  Fear 

A vision from God almost always involves change and change stirs up fear in the hearts of people. 
That fear of change often comes out as anger. Over the years that I have been a pastor, I have been 
amazed at how many people get angry over change. I think that anger is often rooted in fear – fear 
of the unknown, fear that the church we love is going to be harmed, or fear that we will be 
inconvenienced. 2 Timothy 1:7 (ESV): “for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and 
self-control.” I am told that there is now a new “phobia” or fear that is recognized by counselors; it 
is “neophobia” – the fear of anything new. I have run across a lot of church members who have this 
phobia!  

B.  Passion Leakage 

The opposite of passion is complacency. I fear that in the typical evangelical church in America, we 
have plenty of passion; we are just passionate about things that are unworthy of our passion. The 
typical objects of our passion aren’t necessarily bad; they are just second rate pursuits that rob us of 
the best things. Let me give you an example. I like to watch University of Tennessee sports – 
especially football. Until last year, we haven’t had much to cheer about, but some rating sites (not 
very many) have Tennessee rated number one in the nation for the 2016 season. Some church 
people are more excited about the football season than they would be if we saw 200 lost people 
come to faith and be baptized. What are you passionate about?  

I want to focus in on an Old Testament character that embodied a passionate life. His name is 
Caleb. We first meet Caleb when he is about forty and he was a man of spiritual passion. We see 
him again at eighty-five and he hadn’t lost a thing! Throughout his life there was a passion for God, 
the things of God, and the glory of God. Even after the horrible disappointment of not getting to go 
into the Promised Land in the prime of his life, to forty years of wandering in the wilderness with a 
disobedient and whining people, he kept his spiritual passion. Other people and uncomfortable 
circumstances could not rob him of that passion. His greatest adventure of taking the rich land of 



Hebron came in his old age (eighty-five). What was it about Caleb that enabled him to keep and 
even grow in spiritual passion in the midst of less than desirable circumstances?  

There was a descriptive phrase used of Caleb six times that shows us why he never lost his spiritual 
passion. Let me share three of the six verses and you see if you can find this choice that Caleb 
made.  

Numbers 14:24: “But My servant Caleb, because he has had a different spirit and has followed Me 
fully.”  

Numbers 32:12: “except Caleb the son of Jephunneh, the Kenizzite, and Joshua the son of Nun, for 
they have followed the Lord fully.”   

Deuteronomy 1:36 “except Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall see it, and to him and to his sons I 
will give the land on which he has set foot, because he has followed the Lord fully.”  

We see a similar phrase concerning Caleb in Joshua 14:8, 9, and 14.  Caleb fully followed the Lord. 
It was a settled choice that he would obey the Lord. Caleb didn’t have an internal debate every time 
he faced a decision; he had already decided “I’m going the Lord’s way.” When there is disobedience 
and delay in obeying (which is a form of disobedience) you will not have a spiritual passion that 
drives you to accept and get involved in accomplishing the spiritual vision. Divided loyalties drain 
our spiritual passion. Visions are accomplished only by people with spiritual passion. As we discern 
where the Lord is leading us, it is imperative that we as a body accept the vision and with a flaming 
faith that trusts completely in God, we must follow the Lord fully.  

C.  Discouragement  

A while back the Lord began to convict me that I spent more time lamenting and whining about 
how everything had changed in the culture than I did praying for a vision from God about where He 
wants us to impact the culture. It is that conviction that eventually led me to call for fifty days of 
prayer and fasting. When we look at the negative changes that have so rapidly taken place, it can 
easily lead to discouragement missing what God desires to do in the present and especially in the 
future. Let me give you some examples. 

Evangelical Christianity in the U.S.A. is shrinking at an alarming rate. By “evangelical,” I am 
referring to any Protestant Christian church that emphasizes the authority of the Bible and 
salvation by grace through faith in Christ. It is a rare (really rare) evangelical church that is growing 
from new convert growth. Most evangelical churches that are growing are simply gaining 
disgruntled members from other evangelical churches. Consumerism in the church is at an all-time 
high. Consumerism is the approach to church that asks, “What can this church do for me?” There is 
almost no loyalty to one’s church and common reasons for leaving are to find a music style I like, a 
more interesting preacher, and by far the main reason, is “I just never felt accepted and special.” 
The shrinkage of evangelical churches is so great that it now estimated that only seven out of every 
one-hundred persons in America is an evangelical Christian. 

It gets worse! Americans under the age of thirty-five are four times more likely to be atheistic, 
agnostic, or non-religious. Because of our stance (sometimes an unloving stance that displeases 
God) on issues like homosexuality, same sex marriage and transgender issues, the culture is now 
turning against evangelical Christians with alarming speed. In one survey of university professors 
who have negative feelings about various beliefs, twenty-two percent held unfavorable feelings for 
Muslims and fifty-two percent had unfavorable feelings toward evangelical Christians. [The statistical 

part of point C came from John Dickerson, The Great Evangelical Recession, page 37-49] That is only scratching 
the surface.  

Before you get discouraged, we have a great opportunity in the midst of this spiritual darkness to 
show forth the light. Beautiful diamonds shine more brightly on a dark velvet backdrop. With the 
move of our culture toward darkness, they will soon become disillusioned and we must be there 
with the glorious Gospel. We serve a God who is more powerful than culture and is capable of 
changing the world with a small minority of the population of this country.  



As we focus on this vision, we will not be discouraged by those who jump ship or those who are a 
part of this world system. Our God moves mountains and draws sinners unto Himself.  

 

IV.  Examples of a God Given Vision  

When we talk about a vision, what are we speaking of. I don’t yet know the specifics of the vision I 
believe God is giving us, but I do know what it will generally look like. Let’s look at two examples of 
a God given vision. 

A.  An Old Testament Example (Nehemiah 2) 

In Nehemiah 2, we see an example of a God given vision that eventually resulted in the walls 
around Jerusalem being rebuilt. In Nehemiah 1, we see that God gave Nehemiah a deep burden to 
rebuild the walls around Jerusalem that had been torn down by the Babylonians. Nehemiah 1:3-4: 
“They said to me, ‘The remnant there in the province who survived the captivity are in great 
distress and reproach, and the wall of Jerusalem is broken down and its gates are burned with fire.’ 
When I heard these words, I sat down and wept and mourned for days; and I was fasting and 
praying before the God of heaven.” God answers Nehemiah’s prayer in Nehemiah 2:4-6: “Then the 
king said to me, ‘What would you request?’ So I prayed to the God of heaven. I said to the king, ‘If it 
please the king, and if your servant has found favor before you, send me to Judah, to the city of my 
fathers’ tombs, that I may rebuild it.’ … So it pleased the king to send me…”  

Nehemiah had prayerfully considered what he would need to rebuild the walls and asks the king for 
provision and he got it. When he had traveled the 700 plus miles, he did a practical assessment of 
the situation in verses 11-16. With his prayed through vision, he casts the vision to the people. 
Nehemiah 2:17-18:  

Then I said to them, “You see the bad situation we are in, that Jerusalem is 
desolate and its gates burned by fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of 
Jerusalem so that we will no longer be a reproach.” I told them how the hand 
of my God had been favorable to me and also about the king’s words which he 
had spoken to me. Then they said, “Let us arise and build.” So they put their 
hands to the good work.  

As you go through the book of Nehemiah, we see that there was organization, there was motivation, 
there was swift dealing with problems, but the end result was that the vision was accomplished – 
the wall was rebuilt! 

B.  A New Testament Example (Revelation 3:7-13) 

In Revelation 2-3 the Lord shows us seven churches that represent every church. My favorite of 
those seven churches is the church at Philadelphia. Revelation 3:7-8: “And to the angel of the 
church in Philadelphia write: He who is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and 
no one will shut, and who shuts and no one opens, says this: ‘I know your deeds. Behold, I have put 
before you an open door which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My 
word, and have not denied My name.” God had a vision for this small church that was without a lot 
of worldly impressive strength and influence that often comes with large numbers. The vision is 
called by Jesus an “open door.”  

What is this open door? As we often say, “Allow the Scripture to interpret Scripture.” The phrase 
“open door” is used many times by the Apostle Paul. Open doors refer to ministry or evangelism 
opportunities that the Lord provides. Let me share a few of the places that this phrase is used in 
that way:  

1 Corinthians 16:9: “for a wide door for effective service has opened to me, and there are many 
adversaries.”  



2 Corinthians 2:12: “Now when I came to Troas for the gospel of Christ and when a door was 
opened for me in the Lord…”  

Colossians 4:3: “praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the 
word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned.”  

The Lord had opened up some amazing opportunities for this small church in Philadelphia to do 
some really big things. I believe that in this concept, of doors that the Lord opens, is the key to 
where a church – however weak and small they might be – focuses their vision. Henry Blackaby 
uses some different terminology, but basically says the same thing in the discipleship study called 
Experiencing God. He says that a church focuses on being open and surrendered to the Lord and 
the church simply looks for doors that the Lord of the church opens. When we see God at work, we 
simply join Him. That sounds too simple, but it’s not. God’s vision for this church will be influenced 
by doors that the Lord has opened or shut. We will seek to discern where God is at work and join 
Him. 

  

 

 

 

Conclusion 

The prayer request for this 50th day of prayer and fasting is this: “Ask the Father to unify FBC 
Powell around His vision and direction for our church.” What I am about to say is not a cliché; I 
believe that the greatest days of this church are still ahead. I believe we will have stories to tell in 20 
years about the vision and the accomplishment of the vision way back in 2016 and the years that 
followed. I want to encourage you to not sit on the sidelines. Be praying for the Elders as we seek 
the Lord for the specifics of the vision, and when we share the vision with the church in a couple of 
months, resolve that you will not sit on the sidelines, but with a large dose of Holy Spirit produced 
passion, you will give your all for the glory of God in the fulfillment of the vision.  

 

  

Unless otherwise stated all Scripture quotations taken from the NASB.   
(www.lockman.org) 

 

Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 
 

 


