
 

 

Morning Sermon June 28, 2015 
“God’s Goodness and Repentance”  

Romans 2:4 
 

4
 Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and 

longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to 
repentance? (Romans 2:4 NKJ) 

 

I. God’s goodness in the Romans 2 context – 

It was expressed toward the Jew, primarily in God’s giving them 
the Law – 
 
1. Opportunity, to hear God’s Law was a blessing, it still is a 

blessing – 

2. Yet, hearing alone was NOT enough – 
13

 (for not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the 
doers of the law will be justified; (Romans 2:13 NKJ) 

 

II. How people mistakenly receive God’s Law – 

They despise His goodness while they are wrongly proud of their own… 
17

 Indeed you are called a Jew, and rest on the law, and make your boast 
in God,  

18
 and know His will, and approve the things that are excellent, 

being instructed out of the law,  
19

 and are confident that you yourself 
are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness,  

20
 an in-

structor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, having the form of knowledge 
and truth in the law.   

21
 You, therefore, who teach another, do you not 

teach yourself? You who preach that a man should not steal, do you 
steal?   

22
 You who say, "Do not commit adultery," do you commit adul-

tery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples?   
23

 You who make your 
boast in the law, do you dishonor God through breaking the law?   (Ro-
mans 2:17-23 NKJ) 
 

1. They had the right name - 17
 Indeed you are called a Jew 

2. And a seeming right bed – 17 
and rest on the law 

3. They had the right profession of faith - and make your boast in 

God 

4. And an education - 18
 and know His will  … being instructed out 

of the law 

5. They chose the best things -18 and approve the things that are 

excellent 

6. They had the riches of God’s goodness – Romans 2:4 

Paul elaborates on this in chapter 9 – The Israelites had great privileges 
- 4 who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the cove-

nants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and the promises; 
 
5
 of whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the flesh, Christ 

came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen. 
 (Romans 9:4-5 NKJ) 
 

“The riches” of God’s goodness refer to the abundance and magnitude 

of the goodness bestowed upon the Jew.
” John Murray 

 
7. Yet, Good Things led to a bad result – 

19
 and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to 

those who are in darkness,  
20

 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of 
babes, having the form of knowledge and truth in the law. 
 

They were self-confident guides, lights, instructors, teachers, preach-
ers, while all the while they were BREAKERS of the law – 

 
8. The law lead to pride instead of humility as it had for the Phari-

sees – 
10

 "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other 
a tax collector.   

11
 "The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with him-

self,`God, I thank You that I am not like other men-- extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even as this tax collector.   

12
 `I fast twice a week; I give 

tithes of all that I possess.'  (Luke 18:10-12 NKJ) 
 

It is only humility before the law that will bring salvation –  
18

 Now all the people witnessed the thunderings, the lightning flashes, 
the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking; and when the 
people saw it, they trembled and stood afar off. (Exodus 20:18 NKJ) 

It is an unclimbable mountain; the law is not friendly to any sin, BIG or 
seemingly small. 
 
13

 "And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise 
his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, `God, be merciful to me a 
sinner!'   

14
 "I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather 

than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he 
who humbles himself will be exalted."   (Luke 18:13-14 NKJ) 
 

If you think you are climbing or conquering this smoking mountain 
(God’s Perfect Moral Law) YOU are mistaken! 
23

 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, (Romans 3:23 
NKJ) 



 

 

III. God’s goodness leads us to repentance - 
4
 Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and 

longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to 
repentance? (Romans 2:4 NKJ) 
 

It is not just God’s goodness expressed in His giving the law which 
is communicated in this verse but also:   

His forbearance - ἀνοχή anoche {an-okh-ay'} Meaning:  1) toleration, for-

bearance   

And His longsuffering -  μακροθυμία makrothumia {mak-roth-oo-mee'-ah}  
Meaning:  1) patience, endurance, constancy, steadfastness, perseverance 
2) patience, forbearance, longsuffering, slowness in avenging wrongs 
 

God not only gives us His law, but He is also patient with us, when we 
DO NOT KEEP it!  We are wrong if we misconstrue His patience to be 
an approval of or indifference toward sin(s) (even relatively small ones) 
- 
 

1. The first part of repentance is recognition (or sight) of sin – 
The first problem for the Pharisees was blindness about their own 
hearts – 
26

 "Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup and dish, that the 
outside of them may be clean also.   

27
 "Woe to you, scribes and Phari-

sees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed ap-
pear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men's bones and all 
uncleanness.   (Matthew 23:26-27 NKJ) 
 

2. The second part of repentance is remorse (or sorrow) for sin – 
3
 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.   

4
 

Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. (Matthew 
5:3-4 NKJ) 
 
NKJ  

James 5:1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that 
are coming upon you!   

2
 Your riches are corrupted, and your garments 

are moth-eaten.   
3
 Your gold and silver are corroded, and their corrosion 

will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have 
heaped up treasure in the last days.   (James 5:1-3 NKJ) 
 

The above verse from James 5 is probably referring to earthly, material 
riches, but it applies to spiritual “riches” as well.  If God has blessed you 
with either or both, don’t deceive yourself into thinking sin is okay be-
cause of such blessings!  Sin is always something to weep over! 

3. Recounting of, or confession of sins – 
9
 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1John 1:9 NKJ) 
 

4. Shame for sin -  5 The LORD is righteous in her midst, He will do 

no unrighteousness. Every morning He brings His justice to 
light; He never fails, But the unjust knows no shame. (Zephaniah 
3:5 NKJ) 

 
5. Hatred of sin – 

NAB  
Romans 12:9 Let love be sincere; hate what is evil, hold on to what is 

good; (Romans 12:9 NAB) 
 

6. Forsaking of sin -   
12

 "Now, therefore," says the LORD, "Turn to Me with all your heart, With 
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning."   

13
 So rend your heart, and 

not your garments; Return to the LORD your God, For He is gracious 
and merciful, Slow to anger, and of great kindness; And He relents from 
doing harm.  (Joel 2:12-13 NKJ) 
 

The ultimate test as to whether repentance is real or not is the turning 
away from sin and running to God! 
 
6
 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: "God resists the proud, 

But gives grace to the humble."   
7
 Therefore submit to God. Resist the 

devil and he will flee from you.   
8
 Draw near to God and He will draw 

near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, 
you double-minded.   

9
 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter 

be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.   
10

 Humble yourselves in 
the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.   (James 4:6-10 NKJ) 

 
“PRAYER   O God, we mistake your patient withholding of judgment 

for a weak indifference toward judgment. But, in truth, your mighty 

judgment passes no one by, not even me. And you have put up with so 

much from me for so long. Time and again, you have given me another 

chance when you could have snuffed me out. Let me take full ad-

vantage of this present moment of grace by telling you I am sorry for 

my sins. Let me walk before you in a spirit of humble gratitude. Let my 

frozen heart be melted by your mercies. And let your longsuffering 

kindness toward me be matched by ready repentance from me. O God, 

give me the treasure of a broken and contrite heart, before it is too late. 

I do not have forever. In the holy name of Christ. Amen.”  

Raymond Ortland            Arnold A. Brevick


