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Displaying God’s Glory through Gender Roles 

1 Peter 3:13–16 

June 29, 2014 
Sermon Outline 

Notes: 

I. Introduction 
A. Children’s Sermon 

1 Corinthians 16:13 
13

 Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, 

be strong. 
 

1 Thessalonians 2:7–12 
7
 But we were gentle among you, like a nursing 

mother taking care of her own children. 
 

11
 For you know how, like a father with his children, 

12
 we exhorted each one of you and encouraged you 

and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of 

God…  

B. Why do you regard the issue of male and 

female roles as so important? 
1
  

We are concerned not merely with the behavioral roles of men 
and women but also with the underlying nature of manhood and 
womanhood themselves. Biblical truth and clarity in this matter 
are important because error and confusion over sexual identity 
leads to: (1) marriage patterns that do not portray the relationship 
between Christ and the Church (Ephesians 5:31-32); (2) 
parenting practices that do not train boys to be masculine or girls 
to be feminine; (3) homosexual tendencies and increasing 
attempts to justify homosexual alliances (see question forty-one); 
(4) patterns of unbiblical female leadership in the church that 
reflect and promote the confusion over the true meaning of 
manhood and womanhood. God’s gift of complementary 
manhood and womanhood was exhilarating from the beginning 
(Gen. 2:23). It is precious beyond estimation. But today it is 
esteemed lightly and is vanishing like the rain forests we need 
but don’t love. We believe that what is at stake in human 
sexuality is the very fabric of life as God wills it to be for the 
holiness of His people and for their saving mission to the world. 

                                                 
1
 John Piper and Wayne Grudem. Fifty Crucial Questions: An Overview of 

Central Concerns about Manhood and Womanhood. (Q. 1, p. 14) 
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C. Review 

Key Idea 

Gender roles were created to display the beautiful 

relationship of headship and submission that has 

always existed within the Godhead. 

1. Headship, Helper & Unity in the Home 
(Eph. 5; Christ & Church; Creation) 

2. In the Church… 
a. 1 Cor. 11 (Head coverings; Trinity & Creation) 

b. 1 Cor. 14 (Silence…; Apostolic authority) 

c. 1 Tim. 2 (Teaching or Authority; Creation) 

C. Guard Our Hearts 

1 Peter 3:13–16 
13

 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous 

for what is good? 
14

 But even if you should suffer for 

righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no 

fear of them, nor be troubled, 
15

 but in your hearts 

honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared 

to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 

reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with 

gentleness and respect… 

 

II. Displaying God’s Glory through Gender Roles 
A.  Contend for Gender Roles 

1. “Good/Smart Men Disagree…” 
2. “The text doesn’t mean what it seems 

to mean…” (P. B. Payne; Galatians 3:28; 
cultural specific applications) 

3. Cultural accommodation, trajectory 
theories. (William Webb) 

At the heart of Webb’s system is what he calls a “redemptive-
movement hermeneutic.” He says that some may prefer calling 
his approach a “progressive” or “developmental” or “trajectory” 
hermeneutic and he says “that is fine” (p. 31). Webb explains his 
hermeneutic by what he calls “the X-Y-Z Principle.” The letter Y 
indicates what the Bible says about a topic. Webb says, “The 
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central position (Y) stands for where the isolated words of the 
Bible are in their development of a subject” (p. 31). The letter X 
represents “the perspective of the original culture,” and the letter 
Z represents “an ultimate ethic,” that is, God’s final ideal that the 
Bible is moving toward. 2 

a. Undermines NT Authority 
b. An arbitrary, “better ethic”? 

Scripture does not present a “finalized ethic” in every area of 
human relationship. . . . To stop where the Bible stops (with its 
isolated words) ultimately fails to reapply the redemptive spirit of 
the text as it spoke to the original audience. It fails to see that 
further reformation is possible. . . . While Scripture had a positive 
influence in its time, we should take that redemptive spirit and 
move to an even better, more fully-realized ethic today. 3 

B. Contend for the Real Marriage: Christ & the 
Church (The Spiritually Born, Eternal Family)  

Matthew 12:46–50 
46

 While he was still speaking to the people, behold, 

his mother and his brothers stood outside, asking to 

speak to him. 
48

 But he replied to the man who told 

him, “Who is my mother, and who are my 

brothers?” 
49

 And stretching out his hand toward his 

disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my 

brothers! 
50

 For whoever does the will of my Father 

in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” 

Mark 10:29–30 
29

 Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who 

has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or 

father or children or lands, for my sake and for the 

gospel, 
30

 who will not receive a hundredfold now 

in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and 

mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, 

and in the age to come eternal life.  

                                                 
2
 Wayne Grudem (June 2004). Should we Move Beyond the New Testament to 

a Better Ethic? An Analysis of William J. Webb, Slaves, Women and 

Homosexuals. JETS 47/2, 303. 
3
 William J. Webb. Slaves, Women and Homosexuals: Exploring the 

Hermeneutics of Cultural Analysis (p. 247). 
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C. The Deliberate Church:  
We try to be intentional and thoughtful about what we do, 
because we realize that we are involved in the greatest task on 
earth—the building up of the body of Christ for His honor and 
glory. 4 

1. Celebrate Male Elder/Pastors & 
Husbands 

 
2. To the Men… (…and when you fail – 1 Jn. 1:9) 

a. Lead in service (abdication/tyranny) 
b. Ask for help… 
c. Make thoughtful decisions 

 
3. To the Women… (…and when you fail – 1 Jn. 1:9) 

a. Cultivate an intelligent submissive 
heart… 

b. Help the Elders and your husbands… 
c. Trust the leadership and do not give 

way to fear 
 

4. Keep your eye on the purpose of these 
pictures! 5 

Key Idea 

The different roles for men and women were created 

to display the beautiful relationship of headship and 

submission that has always existed within the 

Godhead. 

 

 

 

                                                 
4
 Dever, Mark; Alexander, Paul (2005-09-09). The Deliberate Church: 

Building Your Ministry on the Gospel (Kindle Locations 239-240). Crossway. 

Kindle Edition. 
5
 For Further Study: See the Counsel of Biblical Manhood and Womanhood 

http://cbmw.org 


