
Matters of consequence 

 

 



We need honest 

interactions  

about matters  

of consequence.”  

 

(David Powlison) 

 



3 categories for setting standards 

 

1. Things clearly commanded 

 

2. Things clearly forbidden 

 

3. Things permitted - (left to the free 

and responsible judgment according 

to the best of our knowledge and 

conscience) 



Debatable matters 

  

 Areas of behavior, doctrine or 

tradition on which Christians 

disagree because specific 

biblical absolutes do not address 

them.  

 

 A matter of personal preference not 

divine command belonging to the 

category of Christian liberty.  

 

 



Debatable Matters 

(Romans 14:1-3) 

 

 “Accept other believers who are weak in faith, 

and don’t argue with them about what they 

think is right or wrong.”  

 

 “For instance, one person believes it’s all right 

to eat anything. But another believer with a 

sensitive conscience will eat only vegetables.”  

 

 “Those who feel free to eat anything must not 

look down on those who don’t. And those who 

don’t eat certain foods must not condemn 

those who do, for God has accepted them.”  



5 Guidelines on debatable matters 

 

1. Learn to distinguish between matters 

of command and matters of freedom 

(Romans 14:14,20). 

 

 

2. On debatable issues, cultivate your 

own convictions (Romans 14:5). 

 

 



3. Allow your brother the freedom to 

determine his own convictions – even 

when they differ from yours (Romans 

14:1-12).  

 

4. Let your liberty be limited, when 

necessary, by love (Romans 14:13-

15:2). 

 

5. Follow Christ as the model and 

motivation of servanthood (Romans 

15:3-13).                      

            (Gary Friessen)  

 



How to apply general commands 

 

• Matthew 6:33 – “Seek first God’s 

kingdom and righteousness 

• Matthew 22:37 - “Love the Lord 

your God with all your 

heart…soul…and mind.” 

• Romans 12:2 - “Be not conformed 

to the world.” 

• 1 Corinthians 10:31 - “Do all to 

the glory of God.” 

• 1 John 2:15 - “Love not the 

world…”  

 

 



Old Testament example 

 

Exodus 20:8-11  

 

4
th

 commandment 

 

 



Exodus 20:8-11 

  

 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping 

it holy. Six days you shall labor and do 

all your work, but the seventh day is a 

sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you 

shall not do any work, neither you, nor 

your son or daughter, nor your male or 

female servant, nor your animals, nor 

any foreigner residing in your towns. For 

in six days the Lord made the heavens 

and the earth, the sea, and all that is in 

them, but he rested on the seventh day. 

Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath 

day and made it holy.” 

 



 

I Peter 1:15 

 

 “But just as he who called 

you is holy, so be holy in 

all you do” 



 “The Biblical Law forbade such labor (on the Sabbath) in 

simple terms (Exodus 36:6; comp. Jeremiah 17:22).  But 

Rabbinism developed the prohibition into eight special 

ordinances, by first dividing ‘bearing of a burden’ into two 

separate acts—lifting it up and putting it down—and then 

arguing, that it might be lifted up or put down from two 

different places, from a public into a private into a public 

place.  Again, a “burden” meant, as the lowest standard of it, 

the weight of “a dried fig.” But if “half a fig” were carried at two 

different times—lifted or deposited from a private into a 

public place, or vice versa—were these two actions to be 

combined into one so as to constitute the sin of Sabbath 

desecration?  The standard measure for forbidden food was 

the size of an olive, just as that for carrying burdens was the 

weight of a fig.  If a man had swallowed forbidden food of the 

size of half an olive, rejected it, and again eaten of the size of 

halfan olive, he would be guilty because the palate had 

altogether tasted food to the size of a whole olive.” (Alfred 

Edersheim, The Life & Times of Jesus the Messiah, pp. 778-79). 

  

 



Colossians 2:16-17  

 “Therefore do not let anyone judge you 

by what you eat or drink, or with regard 

to a religious festival, a New Moon 

celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a 

shadow of the things that were to come; 

the reality, however, is found in Christ.”  

Romans 14:5 

 “One man considers one day more sacred 

than another; another man considers 

every day alike. Each one should be fully 

convinced in his own mind.”  



 

Principled  

Approach  



A principled approach  

 

 It's never wise to assume that the 

absence of an absolute command 

always means you should exercise 

liberty.  

 

 There could be a number of good 

reasons for caution and restraint in 

areas of legitimate liberty. 

  



 A principled approach  

 

 We should always try to be as clear as 

Scripture allows when seeking to know the 

will of God.  

 

 We need to ask if there is any Scripture that 

speaks in principle to the issue under 

consideration.  

 

 Yet it must be understood (and accepted 

with grace and maturity) that believers will 

arrive at different conclusions when 

applying more general commands and 

principles of Scripture 



1. Glorifying God 

 

•  Scripture: 1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 

10:31; 1 Thessalonians 2:12 

 

•  Question:  Could this behavior 

or practice dishonor God? Can I 

say what Jesus said, "I glorified 

You on the earth”? (John 17:4) 

 

 



2. Loving others 

 

•  Scriptures -1 Corinthians 8:1, 

9-13; Romans 14:13-21; 

Galatians 5:13 

 

•  Questions - How will this 

behavior/practice impact 

others? How is my example 

helping or hindering others? 

 

 

 



3. Eliminating excess 

 

•  Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 

9:24-27; Philippians 3:13; 

Hebrews 12:1 

 

•  Question: Will this hinder me 

in living a godly life? Will this 

benefit me spiritually?  

 

 



4. Aiming for excellence 

 

•  Scriptures - 1 Corinthians 6:12; 

10:23; Ephesians 5:16; Philippians 

1:9-11 

 

•  Questions - Is this activity useful 

toward my Christian growth? It may 

not be wrong, but is it really useful 

and profitable? Will this be an 

unproductive waste of time? 

 

 



5. Avoiding  harmful alliances 

 

•  Scriptures - 2 Corinthians 

6:14-18; 1 Cor. 7:39; Psalm 1:1-

3; Proverbs 13:20; 22:24-25 

 

•  Questions - Will this alliance 

bring harmful influences in my 

life? Am I entering into a 

relationship that could lead me 

to believe or practice something 

that is not pleasing to God? 

 
 
 



6. Protecting a clear conscience 

 

•Scriptures - Romans 14:5; 14:22-

23; 1 Corinthians 8:7 

 

•Question - Am I hurting my 

conscience in its current condition? 

 



7. Aiming for Christlikeness 

• Scriptures - Romans 8:28-29a;1 John 2:6 

• Question - Is this consistent with all I 

know about Jesus Christ? 

 

 

8. Maintaining purity 

• Scriptures - Matthew 5:27-30;Romans 

13:14;Philippians 4:8;1 Peter 2:11, 

16;Galatians 5:13 

• Questions - Will this activity become a 

source for sin? Am I allowing myself to be 

open to temptation? 

 

 



9. Prioritizing the Gospel 

• Scripture - 1 Corinthians 9:23 

• Question - Will this activity hinder or help 

my effectiveness as a witness for Christ? 

 

10. Listening to Leadership 

• Scriptures - Hebrews 13:17;1 

Thessalonians 5:12-13 

• Questions - Is what I am doing in conflict 

with the membership or service covenants 

of my Church? Am I respecting the 

leaders God has placed in my life and 

seeking guidance from them? 

 



 



Romans 14:14-18 

   

 “I know and am convinced on the authority 

of the Lord Jesus that no food, in and of 

itself, is wrong to eat. But if someone 

believes it is wrong, then for that person it is 

wrong. And if another believer is distressed 

by what you eat, you are not acting in love if 

you eat it. Don’t let your eating ruin 

someone for whom Christ died. Then you 

will not be criticized for doing something 

you believe is good. For the Kingdom of God 

is not a matter of what we eat or drink, but 

of living a life of goodness and peace and 

joy in the Holy Spirit. If you serve Christ with 

this attitude, you will please God, and others 

will approve of you, too.” 



Romans 14:19-22 

  

 “So then, let us aim for harmony in the church 

and try to build each other up. Don’t tear apart 

the work of God over what you eat. Remember, 

all foods are acceptable, but it is wrong to eat 

something if it makes another person stumble. 

It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or do 

anything else if it might cause another believer 

to stumble. You may believe there’s nothing 

wrong with what you are doing, but keep it 

between yourself and God. Blessed are those 

who don’t feel guilty for doing something they 

have decided is right.” 



  

Romans 15:1-2 

 

 “We who are strong ought to bear 

with the failings of the weak and not 

to please ourselves. Each of us should 

please our neighbors for their good, 

to build them up.” 



The Weak  

 

The Strong 

 

The Pharisee 



Weak Believer 

1. Differs from my opinion at times.  

2. Not fully convinced.  

3. Sincere but struggles with confidence.  

4. Open to receive instruction.  

5. Surprised at my use of freedom.  

6. Does not think he can teach me.  

7. Affected by my example.  

8. Could be caused to sin by my wrong use 

of freedom.  

9. If caused to stumble, it’s an “offense 

given.”  



Strong Believer  

1. Differs from my opinion at times.  

2. Fully convinced and at peace with his 

choices  

3. Convinced and humble.  

4. Has been taught, but is open to 

correction.  

5. Accepts my choice and is willing to 

discuss why he differs.  

6. Not hurt by my example.  

7. Not caused to sin by my use of 

freedom.  

8. Does not stumble, or take offense.  



Pharisee  

1. Differs from my opinion at times.  

2. Fully convinced.  

3. Convinced and proud. Not open to 

correction.  

4. Judges or rejects me for my differing 

conviction.  

5. Wants me to conform to his viewpoint.  

6. Not influenced by my example.  

7. Pride will causes him to stumble.  

8. Becomes upset by my use of freedom.  

9. If he stumbles over my freedom, it’s an 

offense taken - not given.  

 

 

 



Honest interactions about  

matters of consequence 
 

 
 

 “… this activity that we call ‘counseling’ … 

essentially means a loving, purposeful, 

probing, attentive, thoughtful, 

collaborative, candid, patient, constructive, 

practical, nourishing conversation. You 

might want to reread that last sentence, 

and linger over each word.   

 

 Such conversations are exceedingly 

precious and remarkably rare. But they are 

certainly what God calls us to. We need 

honest interactions about matters of 

consequence.” (David Powlison) 

 

 
 


