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Acts|The Incendiary Fellowship 

Paul’s Testimony 
Acts 26.1-32 
7.30.17 
 

Agrippa said to Paul, "You are permitted to speak for yourself." Then Paul stretched out his hand and 

proceeded to make his defense:  

 

2
 "In regard to all the things of which I am accused by the Jews, I consider myself fortunate, King Agrippa, 

that I am about to make my defense before you today; 
3
 especially because you are an expert in all 

customs and questions among the Jews; therefore I beg you to listen to me patiently. 
4
 "So then, all Jews 

know my manner of life from my youth up, which from the beginning was spent among my own nation 

and at Jerusalem; 
5
 since they have known about me for a long time, if they are willing to testify, that I 

lived as a Pharisee according to the strictest sect of our religion. 
6
 "And now I am standing trial for the 

hope of the promise made by God to our fathers; 
7
 the promise to which our twelve tribes hope to attain, 

as they earnestly serve God night and day. And for this hope, O King, I am being accused by Jews. 
8
 "Why is 

it considered incredible among you people if God does raise the dead? 
9
 "So then, I thought to myself that I 

had to do many things hostile to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 
10

 "And this is just what I did in Jerusalem; 

not only did I lock up many of the saints in prisons, having received authority from the chief priests, but 

also when they were being put to death I cast my vote against them. 
11

 "And as I punished them often in 

all the synagogues, I tried to force them to blaspheme; and being furiously enraged at them, I kept 

pursuing them even to foreign cities. 
12

 "While so engaged as I was journeying to Damascus with the 

authority and commission of the chief priests, 
13

 at midday, O King, I saw on the way a light from heaven, 

brighter than the sun, shining all around me and those who were journeying with me.  
 

14 "And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew dialect, 

'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.' 15 "And I 

said, 'Who are You, Lord?' And the Lord said, 'I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. 16 'But get 

up and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint you a minister and 

a witness not only to the things which you have seen, but also to the things in which I will appear 

to you; 17 rescuing you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you, 
18 to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of 

Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who 

have been sanctified by faith in Me.' 19 "So, King Agrippa, I did not prove disobedient to the 

heavenly vision, 20 but kept declaring both to those of Damascus first, and also at Jerusalem and 

then throughout all the region of Judea, and even to the Gentiles, that they should repent and 

turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to repentance. 21 "For this reason some Jews seized 

me in the temple and tried to put me to death. 22 "So, having obtained help from God, I stand to 

this day testifying both to small and great, stating nothing but what the Prophets and Moses 

said was going to take place; 23 that the Christ was to suffer, and that by reason of His 

resurrection from the dead He would be the first to proclaim light both to the Jewish people and 

to the Gentiles." 
 

 24 While Paul was saying this in his defense, Festus said in a loud voice, "Paul, you are out of 

your mind! Your great learning is driving you mad." 25 But Paul said, "I am not out of my mind, 

most excellent Festus, but I utter words of sober truth. 26 "For the king knows about these 

matters, and I speak to him also with confidence, since I am persuaded that none of these things 
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escape his notice; for this has not been done in a corner. 27 "King Agrippa, do you believe the 

Prophets? I know that you do." 28 Agrippa replied to Paul, "In a short time you will persuade me 

to become a Christian." 29 And Paul said, "I would wish to God, that whether in a short or long 

time, not only you, but also all who hear me this day, might become such as I am, except for 

these chains."  
 

30 The king stood up and the governor and Bernice, and those who were sitting with them, 31 and 

when they had gone aside, they began talking to one another, saying, "This man is not doing 

anything worthy of death or imprisonment." 32 And Agrippa said to Festus, "This man might have 

been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar."  
 

 

We’ve been looking at the writer who gave us The Gospel According to Luke…looking at his 

second volume, the story of how the resurrected Jesus Christ was still doing things. He has 

mysteriously inhabited the church…and the Good News is permeating the Empire! The Acts of 

the Apostles tells that story. 

 

Today I want us to see the amazing flexibility of the Gospel …AND the absolute 

durability/permanence and unchangeable character of the Gospel (the Christian message)…It 

speaks flexibly into any and every situation and yet it’s also immutable and absolute and 

unbending in what it claims. 

 

If you GET the Gospel, if you understand and believe it, you begin to see similarities between 

yourself and other people. Even people who appear to be VERY different from you – people 

from other cultures and backgrounds and classes – you're enabled to see past these surface 

differences to the true and deeper things you share. Paul puts it at the end of this speech – 

when he’s asked, “Are you trying to make ME like YOU?” Paul knows, “You are already JUST like 

me… except you don’t yet believe.” 

 

You can always find common ground with another person and the gospel enables that… and 

therefore it’s extremely adaptable, flexible and applicable to whomever you meet… A N D … the 

Gospel is ALSO utterly unique, one-of-a-kind, absolute and unwavering. It doesn’t compromise 

but speaks with total authority… A N D it’s crazy flexible/adaptable. So… how can that be? That’s 

today’s topic: the Gospel of Jesus Christ – totally immovable/uncompromising and yet 

completely flexible – HOW can that be? 

 

Let’s look at this: 1) Odd Occasion 2) Specialized Speech and 3) Insane Intrusion (of grace and 

truth). 

 

As we near the end of this historical account, the Apostle Paul is in police custody. He returned 

to the city where he’d lived, Jerusalem, and he tries to tell his fellow Israelites the truth about 

this Jesus of Nazareth … to help them see that Jesus Christ is not against the Law of Moses – He 
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actually obeyed it ALL and did so not in a forced, artificial way but joyfully like a dance… To obey, 

for Him, was like eating (John 4.34). He loved the Law – found it nourishing! 

 

Paul wants Jerusalem to see, “This is the Obedient Man we’ve been waiting for – He came to 

obey FOR us…and came to take the blame for US…and His resurrection shows: He really is who 

He claimed to be!” 

 

And now…Paul is in jail…the civil authorities rescued Paul from a bunch of religious fanatics and 

took Paul to Caesarea…and now those same fanatics want the Roman authorities to transfer 

Paul back to Jerusalem so they can try and execute him but Paul says the magic words, “I am a 

Roman citizen and I appeal to Caesar – I must (δεῖ) go to the supreme court!” (10) 

 

And once those words are stated, they can’t be retracted – Festus, the governor says it: “You 

have appealed to Caesar, to Caesar you shall go." (25.12) 

 

And now Festus has replaced Felix (from last week) and Festus has heard Paul’s appeal…but 

doesn’t quite know what charges apply to this Paul… it seems more like a religious argument 

between Paul and his Jewish accusers…and Caesar isn’t going to be interested in this… 

Hmmmmm. 

 

And then, along comes the last of the Herods…his name is Herod Agrippa. He’s the Jewish King 

from Jerusalem. He grew up in Rome – in the royal courts of Emperor Claudius and Festus is 

Agrippa’s secular counter-part…and Festus is new. So, Agrippa and his sister Bernice visit the 

new governor from Jerusalem. 

 

And Festus (the Roman Gentile) is happy to have this Jewish Agrippa in the palace because he 

needs some good Jewish advice…needs an insider. And when he explains to Agrippa who Paul is 

and how he (Festus) doesn’t know what to DO with Paul, Agrippa wants to meet this Paul…So 

they set up a big meeting. 

 

All the royals show up in their fancy royal clothes and Paul is brought in (probably in very plain 

clothes) and “take it away, King Agrippa!” 

 

And Paul gets to make a big presentation in front of the royals – Festus (the secular, Roman 

authority) and Agrippa and Bernice (the Jewish authority) – it’s an odd occasion. But Paul is 

given the floor and he makes his longest defense –  he can tell his whole story, no interruptions! 

 

And one of the ODDEST things is this appeal… Luke notes it four times: Paul appealed to Caesar. 

Even if they wanted to free him – they can’t! Why did Paul make that dumb appeal? We’ll come 

back to that. 

 



 4 

Second, it’s an ODD OCASSION and second, it’s a specialized speech. This is where the flexibility 

of the Christian message really shines through.  

 

Paul plays to his audience. We’ve seen it in other of Paul’s speeches like when he spoke to the 

Jewish extremists in Jerusalem but THERE we could kind of understand it because Paul had 

ONCE been in that camp…but how’s he POSSIBLY going to relate to these three royal figures? 

And yet he does. 

 

Later in the New Testament Paul will describe his whole methodology in relating SO flexibly to 

every person on that person’s level. He writes to the Corinthians: “To the weak I became weak, 

that I might win the weak; I have become all things to all men, so that I may by all means save 

some.” 

 

He becomes like the people to whom he speaks. He deliberately puts himself on their level. To 

the pagan academics and philosophers in Athens Paul played the professor. He quoted their 

poets and was conversant in their philosophies. 

 

He could relate to all people because he didn’t see himself as being better than anyone – in fact, 

he saw himself as being a world-class sinner (1 Tim 1.15) and  what he had become was ONLY 

attributed to God’s grace. (1 Cor 15.10) 

 

Here, he uses his Roman-ness and his Jewish-ness as he speaks to Festus the Roman and Agrippa 

and his sister Bernice who are Jewish. He uses Roman adages like “kick against the goads” in v. 

14 and “(things happening) in a corner” (v. 26). Those sayings were not churchy talk – it was 

street talk. 

The very form of his whole speech conforms to the standard rhetorical form of the “apologia” – 

a classic form of address. He starts in verse one by stretching out his hand – THAT’S how Roman 

speeches start. Paul is totally flexible – all things to all people. 

 

He addresses the kings with an element called the “exordium” where he acknowledges any 

dignitaries that are present… again, totally flexible and adaptive to the situation. 

 

And then there are ideas here, in this speech, that you don’t find in some of the others – he’s 

playing to the audience – becoming all things to all people that by all means he might save 

some. 

 

He stresses the idea of authority again and again. These people appreciate AUTHORITY and Paul 

helps them see that HE DOES TOO! “I came from a long line of serious Jewish people and was 

well known as being a man who adhered to teaching, training, AUTHORITY! I held to the 

teachings of the Fathers (i.e. I am NOT a yahoo or a rogue!) AND even when it was my idea to 

persecute what I believed to be a pseudo-Jewish cult – the followers of Jesus the Nazarene – but 

I ONLY did so after I had the AUTHORITY of the chief priests!” 
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“But then, oh great kings…I met the real Authority. I met the resurrected Man on the Damascus 

Road and His glory is brighter than the sun. He is the One who cannot be resisted – to oppose 

Him is to kick against a cattle prod – it only makes things worse! See, I didn’t make this up – it 

came to me by the authority of the Risen Man – heaven came down to me!” 

 

Then Paul appeals to the authority of the Hebrew Scriptures when he asks the Jewish king, “King 

Agrippa, do you believe the Prophets? I know that you do!” 

 

Then Paul will emphasize (in this specialized speech) not only things that they will agree with 

(like Roman figures of speech and rhetorical style and authority) but he will also say things they 

will find difficult or impossible to affirm.  

 

He speaks of the resurrection and both Jews and Romans thought that was absurd…but Paul 

can’t change the facts so he asks in v. 8 “Why is it considered incredible among you people that 

God should raise the dead?” He urges them to doubt their doubts as if to say, “If there is an 

almighty God, couldn’t He raise the dead…does it make sense to dismiss that?” 

 

Then Paul speaks of the Gospel facts – in v. 23 that “according to the Scriptures (Moses and the 

Prophets) that the Christ was to suffer and by His resurrection proclaim LIGHT to the Jewish 

people and the Gentiles” and v. 18 “Jesus Christ sent me to Jewish people and Gentiles to open 

their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God 

and receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been set apart by 

faith in Me (said Jesus Christ)…and that people everywhere should repent and turn to God and 

live new lives corresponding to this New Way.” 

 

The point is – Paul can be soooooo Roman for Festus and sooooooo Jewish for Agrippa and 

Bernice. He is in their house and he can play by their rules, use their language and be totally 

relatable – it’s like the Meatloaf song, “I would do anything for love – but I won’t do THAT…” 

and for Paul that means, “I won’t lie to you about the Good News” – I’ll wear your clothes, wear 

your chains, use your slang, endorse authority… but I won’t lie about THIS: God has made good 

on His promise – a Man who is the Seed of Abraham has lived up to the Law…has suffered and 

died for my sins and has risen from the dead so that everyone who is represented by Him can be 

forgiven and renovated and made NEW…”  

 

And then Paul…who we THOUGHT was fighting for his life…we thought he was making a plea-

deal so he could get out of jail – but instead, it turns out HE’S FIGHTING FOR THEIR LIVES and he 

ends by appealing directly to the royals, v.23 “light both to the Jewish people and to the 

Gentiles." Did he point to the Jewish Agrippa and the Gentile Festus as he said that? 
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The way Festus responds, it seems to fit. He says, “Paul, you are out of your mind – you've been 

reading too much in that jail cell! Are you gonna squander your one opportunity to get out of jail 

by trying to convert us? Are you CRAZY?!” 

 

That’s why I called this last point, “Insane Intrusion of Grace and Truth” – because Paul wasted 

this opportunity to get out of jail in order to directly appeal to these high-powered people and 

tell them the “sober truth” (v. 25) 

 

Then it goes the same way with the Jewish king, “King Agrippa, do you believe the Prophets? I 

know you do!” And the Jewish king replies, “Are you crazy? In a short time are you trying to 

CONVERT me? Are you trying to persuade me to become a Christian?” 

 

It’s as if Paul is saying, “Look you royal people : soon and very soon…you’ll be laying on a 

bed…called a death bed…and you’ll find yourself looking down on your own body and the next 

thing you know, you’ll be standing in the Presence of the Holy God having to give an answer for 

your life… all the excuses you've used will be worthless… YOU’LL BE LIKE ADAM AND EVE, naked 

and ashamed. 

 

You’ll be like Isaiah who when he saw God said, “I am doomed, for I am a sinful man. I have 

filthy lips, and I live among a people with filthy lips.” (Isa 6.5 NLT)  

 

And when we stand to give an answer for our failed lives…our apathy…our gossip…or prayer-

less-ness and our greed and every careless word, deed and thought – THEN, it won’t matter that 

I was in jail… Then you’ll wish you had someone to speak for you, to defend you as an 

Advocate…I’m trying to tell you fine people – there IS such an Advocate…It is the Man who 

obeyed on my behalf and who suffered for me and who rose from the dead to show that I am 

accepted by God on account of His finished work.” 

 

O Kings…am I crazy? No I am covered…and I want the same for YOU. Yes, become like me except 

for the chains – become like me…a big sinner who has a Big Savior. He will be YOUR Advocate – 

if you will only believe. (That’s why Paul wanted to see Nero). 

 

Look, YOU may be thinking the same thing – a friend/neighbor invited you to church…and you 

expected…it to be …nice…probably a lot of older women…people wearing nice clothes…a 

safe/secure place…Maybe you hoped for a little inspiration and maybe some “news you can 

use”, some life affirming ideas/music AND (I sincerely hope it has BEEN a pleasant experience).  

 

But what? You wanna convert me?...and YES…I can say with Paul (I wish you could become just 

like ME but w/o the chains …How bout it…what are you gonna DO with what you heard? 

Wouldn’t it be great to walk out of here with an Advocate, Someone to take care of your past, 

present and future? Be persuaded…look into this Person, this Advocate… Receive Him as 

Advocate and as Lord.  


