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John 17:17 “Your word is truth.” 
 
 
“Why did Christ come? Why was He conceived? Why was He born? Why was He crucified? Why did He rise again? Why is He 
now at the right hand of the Father? The answer to all these questions is, ‘in order that He might make worshippers out of 
rebels; in order that He might restore us again to the place of worship…’”                                                                 ─A. W. Tozer 
 
Worship is “the total adoring response of man to the one eternal God self-revealed in time.”                             ─Evelyn Underhill  
 
“Worship is to give homage, honor, reverence, respect, adoration, praise or glory to a superior being.”             ─John MacArthur  
 
“Worship is a glorious feast on the perfections of Christ.”                                                                                             ─John Piper 
 
 
Shachah─Bowing down in reverence and honor to one who is superior.  
 
Proskuneo─To kiss toward; it has the idea of showing reverence to and adoration of God.  
 
latreuo─To serve or minister to the Lord. 
 
 
I.       God Seeks Worship 
 
 

John 4:23 “But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such 
people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.” 
 
 
A.   The Right of God to Seek Worship 
 
 

Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him. 
Let the “amen” sound from His people again, 
Gladly forever we adore Him. 
                             ─Joachim Neander (1680) 
 
 
Revelation 4:11 “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all 
things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.” 

 
 
 

B. The Reason God Seeks Worship  
 
 
 
 



II.      The “Vehicles” on Which Worship Travels 
 
 

A. Singing 
 

Zephaniah 3:17 (ESV) “The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with 
gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.” 
 
Revelation 5:9a “And they sang a new song…” 
 
 

B. Preaching / Teaching 
 
 
C. The Ordinances 

 
1.   Baptism  
 
 
2.   The Lord’s Supper 

 
 
 
 
III.     The Worship God Receives  
 

John 4:23-24 “But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for 
such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and 
truth.” 
 
 
A. God Receives Worship in Spirit  
 

Ephesians 2:1 “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins…” 
 
 
“Truth without emotion produces dead orthodoxy and a church full (or half full) of artificial admirers (like people who 
write generic anniversary cards for a living). On the other hand, emotion without truth produces empty frenzy and 
cultivates shallow people who refuse the discipline of rigorous thought. But true worship comes from people who are 
deeply emotional and who love deep and sound doctrine. Strong affections for God rooted in truth are the bone and 
marrow of Biblical worship.”                                                                                                                           ─John Piper 
 
 
 
 

B. God Receives Worship in Truth 
 
 

Worship must not only be authentic (in spirit); it also must be accurate (in truth). 
 

 

Chapter 7:  A Biblical Worldview of Worship 
Various Scriptures 
 



What is a worldview? The simplest definition is that your worldview is your “set of beliefs about 
the most important issues in life.” [Ronald Nash, Worldviews in Conflict: Choosing Christianity in a World 
of Ideas, page 16]  
 
Everyone has a worldview whether or not he or she recognizes it or is capable of stating it. If you 
are truly a disciple of Jesus Christ your strong desire should be to have a thoroughly biblical 
worldview of every area of life. In precept, principle, command, for example, the Bible speaks to 
every important issue in life. Since John 17:17 says, “Your word is truth,” the biblical worldview 
is the only worldview based totally on truth.  
    
Thus far in this series, we have looked at an overview of a biblical worldview, a biblical 
worldview of origins, authority, man, family, and history. In weeks to come we will see a biblical 
worldview of suffering, justice, education, art, music, and possessions. Even with those topics we 
have just scratched the surface of the important areas that we face in life that should be viewed 
and responded to from a biblical worldview. This explains why every Christian should be a life-
long serious student of the Bible. It is only from the Scripture that we learn a worldview that is 
completely true.  
  
Of all the areas of life, death, and eternity that desperately need to be seen from a biblical 
worldview, perhaps none is more important than a biblical worldview of worship. Worship will 
be our main activity in Heaven. For Heaven is in your soul now, you need to understand and 
practice worship.  
    
One of the greatest quotes on the importance of worship comes from A. W. Tozer in his book 
Worship, the Missing Jewel of the Evangelical Church.  

Why did Christ come? Why was He conceived? Why was He born? Why was He 
crucified? Why did He rise again? Why is He now at the right hand of the Father? 
The answer to all these questions is, “‘in order that He might make worshippers 
out of rebels; in order that He might restore us again to the place of worship…”   
[Quoted in Warren Weirsbe, The Best of A. W. Tozer, page 217]  

Worship is certainly not limited to something that happens in a church building at a “worship 
service,” but that is what we most often associate with worship. The sad truth is that most go to 
church, not to give the Lord the worship He is due; most are simply focusing on what they can 
get. When people are searching for a church, they typically go to multiple church websites and 
look for one thing: “What does this church have for me?” Most want a church that sings their 
preferred kind of music, one that has entertaining messages from a gifted communicator, and 
most importantly one that will provide a really good time for their children.  
 
A biblical worldview sees that the message and the music are not ends in themselves. They are 
simply vehicles that transport us to the real reason we should be going to church – to give 
worship to the only one who is worthy of worship, the sovereign God who created us to worship 
Him! Our concern for our children should not just be for them to have a good time; our concern 
should be whether or not they will be taught the Word of God so that they are equipped for a 
lifestyle of worship.  
    
So, what is worship? Evelyn Underhill says that worship is “the total adoring response of man to 
the one eternal God self-revealed in time.” [Warren Weirsbe, Real Worship, page 21] 
 



John MacArthur gives this simple definition of worship: “Worship is to give homage, honor, 
reverence, respect, adoration, praise or glory to a superior being.” [John MacArthur, True Worship, 
page 2]  
 
John Piper says, “Worship is a glorious feast on the perfections of Christ.” [Source Unknown]  
    
Let’s learn more about the meaning of worship from a word study. In the Old Testament, there is 
one main Hebrew word that is translated “worship” in the English translations. That word is 
Shachah. It means to prostrate oneself in homage to royalty or God. It is the bowing down in 
reverence and honor to one who is superior. The most used Greek word for worship in the New 
Testament is proskuneo. Its meaning is similar to the Old Testament word. The literal meaning 
is to kiss toward. It has the idea of showing reverence to, and adoration of, God. A second Greek 
word is latreuo. It means to serve or minister to the Lord. It is the usually used about public 
worship. The sense of this word is that worship is ministering to and serving the Lord, not 
something we do for ourselves. He is the sole focus of worship. 
    
If we would have a biblical worldview of worship, here are four things we need to know and then 
act accordingly toward this truly awesome God that we worship.  
 

I.  God Seeks Worship 
In John 4:23 Jesus is speaking to a Samaritan woman at a well-known well. He said, “But an 
hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; 
for such people, the Father seeks to be His worshipers.”  

A.  The Right of God to Seek Worship 
It may not seem right to you that the Father seeks worship; it may sound … well, egotistical. It 
would be egotistical and even arrogant if we said it of ourselves. The reason it would be arrogant 
and egotistical is that we are not worthy of worship. But God and God alone is worthy of 
worship. We were created to worship Him and in that worship, we are acting in truth because 
He alone is truly worthy of worship.  
    
God’s right to seek worship is rooted in two truths. First, He created us and it is His right, as 
creator, to seek and demand anything He pleases. That is why those who refuse to worship Him 
try to do away with the biblical account of creation and substitute a foolish alternative that 
leaves God out. If He did not create us, he has no right to demand worship. But he did create all 
that is and He has the right to seek worshippers and even to demand worship. Second, God 
alone is worthy of worship. In times long past, the word for “worship” was “worth-ship.” The 
common cry in heaven as the triune God is worshipped is “You are worthy…” Worship is our 
“amen” to His worthiness. Listen to the words of a hymn written in 1680 by Joachim Neander: 
 

Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him. 
Let the “amen” sound from His people again, 
Gladly forever we adore Him. 

 
Both of the above reasons that God seeks worship (He created us and He alone is worthy of 
worship) are combined in Revelation 4:11: “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive 
glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and 
were created.” It is His right to seek worshippers. 



B.  The Reason God Seeks Worship  
God is not seeking worshippers because he needs them. He has no needs. He is the only being 
who is totally and completely self-sufficient. He is not going to be somehow less if He does not 
receive our worship. It is clear to me that His seeking of worshippers is actually a function of His 
love for us. Because we were created by God to glorify Him (which is accomplished primarily 
through worship), to fail to worship Him means that we miss the reason for existing and our 
lives are wasted. In addition, He seeks our worship because only in a life that prioritizes worship 
do we see things as they really are and find genuine joy, meaning and purpose.  
 
Our Kindergarteners in First Baptist Academy (FBA) learn catechisms and especially the line 
from the Westminster Shorter Catechism: “What is the chief end of man? The chief end of man 
is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.” These two are inseparable – glorifying God and 
enjoying God. We cannot glorify God apart from enjoying Him and we cannot enjoy Him apart 
from glorifying Him! One of the reasons that God seeks and delights in our worship is because 
worship is His primary way of filling us with His joy. When we are filled with joy, He is glorified.  
    
To set up the next point, we need to understand that worship is both private and corporate. You 
can worship Him as you take your morning walk, as you carry out your duties during the day, as 
you prepare for sleep, as you drive a vehicle – any time! “Corporate” is from the Latin word we 
get “corpse” from. It means “body.” When we practice corporate worship, we are with others in 
the body of Christ – the church. Genuine individual worship prepares our hearts for corporate 
worship, but corporate worship also prepares our hearts for glorious private worship throughout 
the week. They are both necessary. While application can be made to private worship, the focus 
of the remainder of this message is corporate worship. 
 

II.  The Vehicles on Which Worship Travels 
The use of the word “vehicles,” when applied to worship, may seem strange and even 
disrespectful, but here is what I mean. Technically, singing, preaching, teaching, or the Lord’s 
Supper are not worship. They are the means, the outlet through which worship takes place.  

A.  Singing  
The Lord enjoys singing; if fact He sings Himself! Zephaniah 3:17 (ESV): “The Lord your God is 
in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet 
you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.” While singing isn’t the only way we 
corporately worship, it is an important and often used way. In the Scriptures, there are 575 
references to music and singing. Forty-four of the sixty-six books of the Bible refer to singing or 
music. Most, if not all the Psalms, were meant to be sung. Throughout the Old Testament we 
find the people of God worshipping Him through singing. When David brought the Ark of the 
Covenant back to Jerusalem one of the first things he did was to commission the Levites to write 
songs of worship. When we get to the New Testament we find Jesus and the disciples singing 
together in the upper room after He had instituted the Lord’s Supper. In prison in Philippi, we 
see Paul and Silas singing and worshipping God. When we get to the book of Revelation, we see 
singing as one of the primary ways worship is carried out in heaven. Revelation 5:9a says “And 
they sang a new song…” Most of the world’s religions moan and groan in their chants or singing, 
but we have a song of joy. 

B.  Preaching/Teaching 
Biblical preaching contains teaching. When the Bible gives the offices of the church in Ephesians 
4:11, some translations say, “pastors and teachers”, but in the original language it is one office. It 
could better be translated “teaching pastors” or “pastors who teach.”  



 
All too often we see the singing as the worship time to get us ready for the message. The reality is 
that the message is as much a channel or vehicle for worship as is the singing. Worship doesn’t 
get us ready for anything; worship is an end in itself. Any time someone says “I/we worship in 
order to…” they have missed the fact that worship is the one thing above everything. A biblical 
worldview of worship sees worship as the most important thing that we do. Worship is not a 
pragmatic tool to make me feel good, display my musical talents, strengthen my marriage, or 
draw larger crowds to church – worship is an end in itself.  
 
The preaching and teaching of the Word of God is a vehicle for worship because it opens up 
truth to us. The response to truth ought never to be, “What a great preacher;” it ought to be, 
“What a great God we have.”  
    
The hearing of the word should be the occasion for the presenting of our bodies as a living 
sacrifice as an act of worship (Romans 12:1). That only happens when we approach the 
preaching/teaching of the Word as something we respond to in worshipful obedience. Our 
attitude as the preaching of the Word begins ought to be, “Father, show me what I need to 
change, believe, rejoice over, or grieve over as I hear, and by Your enabling grace I will do it.” 

 

C.  The Ordinances 
    
Two of the greatest channels or vehicles for corporate worship are the ordinances of the church 
– baptism and the Lord’s supper.  

1.  Baptism  
In baptism, we see a dramatic presentation of the Gospel. We are reminded every time a person 
is baptized of the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. But that isn’t all. We are also 
reminded of our identification, our union with Christ. Our old man was crucified with Him and 
buried with Him. Just as He rose from the dead, we also have new resurrection life; in fact, we 
are partakers of His very life – eternal life. Our response to those glorious truths is to worship. 

2.  The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper is also a picture of the Gospel. When we take the Lord’s Supper, Jesus said 
that we are to do it in remembrance of Him. As we set our minds on what He did in being our 
substitute and taking the old us to the cross with Him and shedding His blood as He received the 
wrath of God for our sins, we worship!  
 

III.  The Worship God Receives  
Jesus Himself told us the qualities of worship that God receives. Not all that man calls “worship” 
is accepted as worship by the Father. Sometimes worship looks good on the outside, but God is 
not pleased and does not accept our worship. Jesus summarized the worship that God receives 
in John 4:23-24: “But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth; for such people, the Father seeks to be His worshipers. God is spirit, 
and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” 

A.  God Receives Worship in Spirit  
Jesus begins verse 24 with a key statement about God the Father, “God is spirit.” That means 
that while God is a real person with mind, will, and emotions, He is not confined to a body. We 
worship this God who is spirit with our spirit. Notice that “spirit” in the phrase, “spirit and 



truth” is not capitalized. That means that it is referring to our spirit and not the Holy Spirit of 
God. Certainly, the Holy Spirit is involved in worship in revealing the Father to us and giving us 
insight into how to worship, but here, Jesus is speaking of our spirit. God made man a three part 
being (spirit, soul, and body). Our spirit is our innermost part where the Holy Spirit dwells in a 
believer. It is the part of us that gives us the capacity to know and have fellowship with and 
worship God. It is the spirit of man that is dead to God before salvation. It is the spirit of man 
that is referred to in Ephesians 2:1: “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins…” That 
which was dead and was made alive was our spirit. That is why a lost person cannot worship. 
They may have an emotional stirring when in a worship service or upon hearing truth about 
God, or they may know certain facts about God, but they cannot worship in spirit because their 
spirit is dead to God.  
 
To worship God in spirit means that true worship comes from our innermost being and it is not 
in outward rituals, formulas, and recitations. It is not just emotions, but when we worship in 
spirit, it WILL affect the emotions. Our emotions are responders and when the mind is set on 
truth about God and the spirit is engaged in fellowship with God, there will be some kind of 
response in the emotions. Let me sum it up with a great quote by John Piper:  

Truth without emotion produces dead orthodoxy and a church full (or half full) of 
artificial admirers (like people who write generic anniversary cards for a living). 
On the other hand, emotion without truth produces empty frenzy and cultivates 
shallow people who refuse the discipline of rigorous thought. But true worship 
comes from people who are deeply emotional and who love deep and sound 
doctrine. Strong affections for God rooted in truth are the bone and marrow of 
Biblical worship.   
[John Piper, Desiring God, page 81-82]  

B.  God Receives Worship in Truth    
Worship must not only be authentic (in spirit); it also must be accurate (in truth). Worship is a 
response to truth about God. Where do we find truth about God? The source of truth about God 
is the written word of God. Many worship little because they know so little about God. That is 
why it is important to be in a church where the main diet is expository preaching – that is the 
Bible is taught systematically and the steady diet is not little chats about life with a proof text 
from the Bible thrown in every now and then. That is why it is important that you spend time in 
the Scriptures yourself to meditate on what they teach you about God and turn that truth from 
the Word into worship.  

 
Conclusion 
    
A biblical worldview of worship is essential. True worship is sought by God and commanded in 
the Scriptures. It is primarily through worship that we glorify God, and to glorify Him is why we 
were created. The more we know about God and the more we experience His joy, the greater will 
be our worship. There are some here who today came to church, but there are some who came to 
worship. I long for us all to be in that second group.  
 


