
BOOK OF 2 PETER
MATURING IN CHRIST

2nd ADDITION—ADD KNOWLEDGE TO VIRTUE
2 PETER 1:1-10

Introduction
We’ve seen that it is important to lay a good and proper foundation in
our lives and there is only one good and proper foundation!   
1 Corinthians 3:11–“For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ.”   

Matthew 7:24-27–“Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and
doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a
rock:   25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew,
and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.   26
And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall
be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand:  27 And
the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon
that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.”   

By repenting of our sin and trusting Jesus as our Lord and Saviour, we who
are true believers, have a good foundation on which to build our lives. 
All other ground is sinking sand!  

But the foundation is just the beginning of a structure, not the end!   So,
Peter goes on to challenge the believer to be diligent in the matter of adding
to their faith!

We are to build upon that foundation of faith that Christ has laid in our
lives when He saved us.    Peter here is giving us some specific things that
need to be built into our lives.   

In this letter, Peter shares with us the Lord's plan for building our
spiritual lives.  I believe these are the gold, silver, and precious stones that
Paul refers to in 1 Corinthians 3:10-12.

Thus far we have learned that Believers must be Spiritually diligent about
adding these things. (vs 5)   
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That means we are to give our best effort with the aid of the Holy Spirit to
accomplish spiritual growth in our lives.  It takes work.  It takes effort.  
It takes continuing.

If we are to grow spiritually then we must habitually practice spiritual
diligence.

We saw last week that we must add “virtue” to our faith!   We should
cultivate a passion for “virtue” in our lives.  Virtue refers to the
courageous pursuit of moral excellence.

Remember, we said that “virtue” is an ATTITUDE that we must have, as
well as an ACTION that we must take.

Internally, we are to desire to do what is right.  Then outwardly, we
demonstrate what is right.  Virtue is pursing  holiness in our lives in this
unholy world that we live in.
  
Notice that Peter goes on in verse 5 to tell us that this “virtue,” that is,
having a desire to do what is right, is essential, but he doesn’t stop there! 
Just desiring to do what is right  is not enough.

Therefore Peter instructs us to "add.... knowledge" to “virtue.”

By "knowledge" Peter is referring to both the investigation and the
comprehension of spiritual truth.  

He is saying that we need to add to virtue a concentrated effort of
learning doctrine or spiritual truth.

In other words, if you are going to become a mature and effective
Believer, you must increase in your knowledge of God and the Bible!
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Our only true source of spiritual truth is the Word of God!  The Word
of God must be the Final Authority in our lives!

Remember how that 2 Timothy 3:16 states that.... "All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine (what is right), for reproof
(what is wrong), for correction (how to get right), and for instruction in
righteousness (how to stay right).

Some Churches try to avoid doctrine.  Take away our doctrine and we’re
just another glorified social club!

Just how important is doctrine?
Jesus taught doctrine!  Matthew 7:28–“And it came to pass, when Jesus
had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine:”   
(Also Mark 1:22; 11:22 “astonished.”  Mark 1:27  “amazed”)

Mark 4:2–“And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto
them in his doctrine,”   

Mark 12:38– “And he said unto them in his doctrine, Beware of the scribes,
which love to go in long clothing, and love salutations in the marketplaces”  

Jesus warned about false doctrine!  Matthew 16:12–“Then understood
they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the
doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.”   

Jesus said that His doctrine was from God the Father!
John 7:16-17–“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but
his that sent me.  17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the
doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.   

John 18:19–“The high priest then asked Jesus of his disciples, and of his
doctrine.”   
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According to Acts 2:42, the early Church continued steadfastly in the
apostles doctrine! 

The apostles were accused by the high priest and council in Acts 5:28 of
having filled Jerusalem with their doctrine!

You can’t get saved without right doctrine!  Romans 6:17–“But God be
thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart
that form of doctrine which was delivered you.”   

Paul wrote that we were to avoid those with wrong doctrine!
Romans 16:17–“Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause
divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and
avoid them.”   

Ephesians 4:14–“That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro,
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;”   

1 Timothy 4:13–“Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to
doctrine.”   

1 Timothy 6:3-4–“If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome
words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is
according to godliness; 4 He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about
questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil
surmisings,”   

2 Timothy 4:2-3–“Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3 For the time
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; “  
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If we want to grow spiritually, then we must become students of the precious
Word of God who will learn it, love it, and live it!

I heard about a little girl who had gone to Sunday School and Church with a
friend.  Later in the day her mother, who had not attended with her, asked
her what the preacher had preached about.  The pastor's sermon had been
about Revival.  The little girl couldn't pronounce her V's very well.  So when
she answered her mother, she said, "The preacher said that we need...
RE-BIBLE.  

I agree with the preacher and the little girl!  If we ever experience genuine
REVIVAL it will be because we have been RE-BIBLED!

There are no short cuts to spiritual growth.  To grow spiritually demands a
diligent effort on our part to learn spiritual truth from the Word of God.

That effort should involve several things...
1) Getting to know the Bible better involves coming to Church and

hearing the preaching of God's Word.

Acts 6:4 points out the Pastor's two most important functions are to
"give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the
Word."

Peter instructed Pastor's in 1 Peter 5:1 to "Feed the flock of God..".  
Every child of God  needs to be fed spiritually through the
preaching and teaching of the Word of God.

2)  Getting to know the Bible better also involves participation in
Sunday School and Wednesday night Bible study!
Sunday School is not just for kids.  Wednesday night prayer and
Bible Study aren’t just for folks who have nothing better to do. 
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These services offer you the opportunity to systematically study the
Word of God!

If you haven't been attending Sunday School and/or Wednesday
evening services, let me encourage you to start.   If you have dropped
out for some reason, let me urge you to drop back in!

Satan will give you all kinds of excuses as to why you can’t attend
Sunday School or Wednesday night!  But we ‘re all going to give an
account to God one day of our faithfulness!  When that happens, all
the excuses will go out the window!

3) Getting to know the Bible better also involves personally reading
and studying the Bible for yourself.
We are not to rely upon others to do all of our studying for us.  That
is how folks are led astray into error and cults.  Search the Scriptures
for yourself to see if the things which are preached and taught are so!

4) Getting to know the Bible better involves taking every advantage
and opportunity to learn from the Word of God. 
(Special services–Revivals, Missions Conferences, Special Classes,
whatever)

So, we are to add "knowledge" , that is, we are to add spiritual truth to our
lives! How does that help us?
I. KNOWING SPIRITUAL TRUTH WILL HELP US TO KNOW

RIGHT FROM WRONG.
Some may say, “Well everybody knows right from wrong.”  Oh how
I wish that were true.

We live in a day that is similar to a time in the Old Testament, where
according to Judges 21:25, every man was doing what was "right in
his own eyes." 
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Isaiah 5:20 tells us that there are those who "...call evil good, and
good evil, that put darkness for light and light for darkness."  And
could I tell you that some of those folks have infiltrated our
Churches!

Not everyone has the correct concept of right and wrong.  As a
matter of fact, our society seldom is right when it comes to what is
right and wrong.

Society is constantly putting their stamp of approval on sin.

If we are going to know what is right, we had better look to the
Word of God.

The writer of Hebrews tells us that it is through skillful study of the
Word of God that we are equipped... "to discern both good and evil".
(Hebrews 5:14b)

Knowing Spiritual Truth Will Help Us Know Right From Wrong.
II. KNOWING SPIRITUAL TRUTH WILL HELP US WIN OUR

SPIRITUAL BATTLES.
The Christian life is a battle ground.  If we are to grow then we must
have victory over temptation and sin.

When our Lord Jesus was tempted three times by Satan in Matthew 
4, in each case, He opposed Satan’s temptation with the Word of
God! He quoted the Scriptures.  He repeatedly said, “it is written !”

Paul exhorted believers in Ephesians 6 as to how to be equipped for
spiritual conflict.  He said that we are to put on the whole armor of
God.  A part of that armor is "the sword of the Spirit which is the
Word of God."
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The Word of God is a defensive weapon to cause Satan to flee from
us.

James 4:7–“Resist the Devil, and he will flee from you.”

III. KNOWING SPIRITUAL TRUTH WILL HELP US TO KNOW,
TO LOVE AND TO APPRECIATE OUR LORD AND
SAVIOUR MORE.
Peter's burden was to see his readers grow strong in their faith.   
In fact, in the final verse of this letter, he underscores the message of
this book.

2 Peter:3:18–“But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever.
Amen.”

O how we need to grow in our knowledge of Jesus that we might
be like Him!

Conclusion
The Apostle Paul's ambition was to know Jesus:

1 Corinthians 2:2–“For I determined not to know any thing among you,
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.”

Philippians 3:8–“Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have
suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win
Christ,”

Philippians 3:10–“That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection
and the fellowship of His sufferings being made conformable unto his
death.”
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When I got saved, I already knew a lot about Jesus and my salvation because
I grew up in Church.  As Paul told Timothy, “And that from a child thou
hast known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”

Since my salvation I have a greater understanding of what I learned as a
child.  Also, I've learned a lot more of the details about Jesus and my
salvation.  That knowledge makes me appreciate Him and love Him more
than I was able to when I first received Him as my Saviour.

What is your attitude toward gaining knowledge of the Word of God?
1. Some think they know all they need to know already.  

These are those who are satisfied with the knowledge that they are
saved and on their way to heaven.   What more could they possibly
need or want?

2. Some think they have arrived and nobody can teach them
anything.  These usually deem themselves “Spiritually mature” and
only show up at Church to critique what is going on, not to learn for
themselves.

3. Some think that too much of a good thing is bad for you.  
These are usually characterized by hit and miss Church attendance.

4. Some think that repetition is boring.  
These are those that when a truth is repeated and they think they
know it already they either put their mind in neutral or they don’t
show up for the teaching.  These same people watch reruns of TV
shows and movies with delight!

5. Then there are those who can’t get enough.  
Matthew 5:6–“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be filled.”
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Determine to be that kind of a Christian!

Get into the Word of God!  Let it help you grow in your knowledge
of Jesus Christ!

Colossians 1:9–10--“For this cause we also, since the day we heard
it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled
with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all
pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the
knowledge of God”

Proverbs 2:1ff

Proverbs 24:5–“A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge
increaseth strength.”

2 Corinthians 10:5–“Casting down imaginations, and every high
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;”

For those of you who may not have yet have trusted Jesus as your
Saviour, let me tell you that there is a knowledge God wants you to
pursue too!
Proverbs 1:7–“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.”

1 Timothy 2:4 teaches us that it is God's will for  "all men to be
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth."

God wants you to know the truth about salvation.

The truth is that we all are sinners.
The truth is that there is a price to pay for sin.
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The truth is that we cannot save ourselves.
The truth is that God loves us and wants to save us.
The truth is that Jesus Christ has paid the price for our sin.
The truth is that Jesus is the only way of Salvation.
The truth is that if you die without Jesus in your life, you will be
separated from God for eternity in the Lake of Fire.

Do you have knowledge of these truths tonight?  Do you know Jesus? 
More importantly, does Jesus know you?
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