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[Sunday, July 31, 2016] The Lord’s Supper Ordinance – Craig Thurman 
 
The Lord’s Supper is a memorial ordinance instituted by the Lord, which was given 
to His churches just before His death.  This statement lays the groundwork for the 
things under consideration today.   
 
Both the Old and New Testaments have a memorial ordinance.  The Old 
Testament has Passover and the New Testament has the Lord’s Supper.  Passover 
was given to Israel by the LORD, Jehovah.  The Lord’s Supper was given to the 
church by the Lord Jesus. These are not the same though they share a 
commonality on two points: a death and unleavened bread.   
 
Passover is to be kept by all of Israel.  Every house, throughout all their 
generations, wherever they might be, is to observe Passover every year on the 
evening of the 14th day of the first month, Abib.  To what degree Israel applies the 
Passover instructions today I cannot say.  But there are some basic elements 
which seem to remain applicable.  All male participants with Israel males must be 
circumcised; everyone is to be dressed for a journey; an animal of the flocks is 
roasted and eaten with bitter herbs and unleavened bread. (cf. Ex.12.3-14; 43-49)  
By keeping this ordinance the nation of Israel is reminded every year of God’s 
deliverance from Egyptian bondage. Passover has three specific elements: an 
animal of the flocks, unleavened bread, and bitter herbs. 
 
The Supper provides quite another setting.  While there is no time or date 
prescribed for keeping this ordinance, every church is commanded to observe the 
Supper.  Jesus said, do this!  Every baptized believer that is a part of a local N.T. 
church should partake of it in remembrance of Christ’s death till he come. The 
ordinance has two specific elements: unleavened bread and the fruit of the vine.   
 
Since the first coming of Jesus Christ it should be abundantly clear to the churches 
that Israel remains in a state of rejection of Jesus as the Messiah, and of the work 
of God among them through these same churches.  This should help us to 
understand that there is a distinction to be made between what Israel observes in 
Passover and what the churches observe in the Lord’s Supper.  But more 
importantly, the Word of God teaches this distinction.  Passover is not a church 
ordinance any more than the Lord’s Supper is Israel’s.  These are different 
ordinances with different purposes, for two distinct entities. 
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Passover and the Lord’s Supper Are not the Same Ordinances 
Since Scripture is our only rule for faith and practice, we must resort to it in order 
to be able to decide this matter.  It is necessary at this point to read portions of 
each of the four gospel accounts where Passover and the Lord’s Supper coincide.  
Both converge on the day of Jesus’ death.  (Remember, that the Biblical day is the 
evening and the morning. Ge.1.5)  Doing this we come into these terms which 
reference a particular day or days: Passover, the day of preparation, and the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread. 
 
Passover and the day called the day of preparation, are the same day.  This falls 
on the 14th day of Israel’s first month, Abib.  The Feast of Unleavened Bread falls 
on the next day, the 15th day of the same month.  (cf. Ex.12.15, 16; Lev.23.6; 
Mt.26.17; 27.62)   
 

Mt.26.17 ¶  Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples 
came to Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to 
eat the passover? 

 
Here there is the reference to the Feast of Unleavened Bread and Passover.  In a 
loose sense, as I understand this, is called the feast of Unleavened Bread.  But 
technically this is officially Passover Day.  At the moment the disciples know 
nothing of the coming of a new ordinance.   
 

Mt.26.19  And the disciples did as Jesus had appointed them; and they 
made ready the passover. 
20  Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve.  
21  And as they did eat, (the Passover meal) he said, Verily I say unto you, 
that one of you shall betray me. 
 

As the Passover meal continued everyone dipped the hand in the dish with the 
Lord, which means that He as well as they were eating the Passover meal.   
 

Mt.26.23  And he answered and said, He that dippeth his hand with me in 
the dish, the same shall betray me. (Mk.14.20) 
 



The Lord’s Supper 

3 
 

John’s gospel provides more details to this occasion.  It is true that the Lord began 
eating Passover, but He temporarily suspends it to instruct them by washing their 
feet.  
 

Joh 13:2  And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart 
of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him … 

 
being ended, genome<nou, gen. sing. masc. part. aor. of gi<nomai, to 

be or become; in the context of 13.26 the sense seems to be which 
was. (cf. Mk.6.2, was come; Acts 1.16, which was, genome<nou)  

 
4  He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and 
girded himself. 

 
Our Lord ceases eating anymore of the Passover meal with the disciples, though 
He will continue to serve it to them.  Luke shows that the Lord stops eating 
Passover. 
  

Lu 22:15  And he said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this 
passover with you before I suffer: 
16  For I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in 
the kingdom of God. 
17  And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it 
among yourselves: 
18  For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the 
kingdom of God shall come.  
 

Here, notice that the words the cup, and fruit of the vine reference Passover.  The 
Supper is not until vss. 19, 20.  

 
Side Note: 
I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall 
come: this statement and this instance is referenced by Matthew as 
well.  However Matthew’s account is in reference to the Supper; 
Luke’s to Passover.  Therefore our Lord Jesus shall eat Passover with 
Israel and the Supper with His gathered church when He comes in 
His kingdom! (Mt.26.29) 
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And John shows that the Passover meal continues, though the Lord no longer 
eats, but serve the disciples.  
 

Jn.13.26  Jesus answered, He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I have 
dipped it. And when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the 
son of Simon. 
 

This agrees with both Matthew and Mark’s accounts.  They show him 
dipping with them, but now He is dipping and giving it to them.  In 
either case, at the moment it is imperceptible to all but Jesus and 
Judas who the traitor is.  At receiving the sop Judas departs from 
them. 

 
After receiving the sop, Judas departs to arrange for the Lord’s apprehension. 

 
Jn.13.30  He then having received the sop went immediately out: and it was 
night. 

 
It is at this point that our Lord Jesus begins to give to His little flock, the church, a 
new ordinance that is called by many the Lord’s Supper or Communion.  Others 
will call this Eucharist or the Holy Communion. 
 

Lu 22:19  And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto 
them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance 
of me. 
20  Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, (So that we do not confuse it 
with what had just been referenced as the cup in verse 17.) This cup is the 
new testament in my blood, which is shed for you. 
21 ¶  But, behold, the hand of him that betrayeth me is with meta< me on 

e]pi< the table. 

 
At this reading it might appear that Judas is still with the disciples as 
the Lord began giving to them the Lord’s Supper ordinance.  
However, it seems better to say that the work of the hand of him 
who betrays me is still after meta< me.  He may have departed but he 

is not finished in his evil work against me. 
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Each gospel makes clear statements about the ending of Passover and the 
beginning of the Lord’s Supper. (Mt.26.23, Judas asks, is it I? as they all were 
eating Passover, 26, Jesus begins the Supper; Mk14.20, 21, Jesus gives the sop to 
Judas; 21, makes a statement about him, 22 and begins the Supper; Lu.22.18, 
ends Passover, 19, 20, begins the Supper; Jn.13.26, Jesus gives the sop of 
Passover to Judas; John does not show the giving of the Lord’s Supper) 
 
Passover and the Lord’s Supper are not the same observances. The Passover is 
Israel’s, not the churches’.  The Lord’s Supper is the churches’, not Israel’s. 
 
The Lord’s Supper Observance Is Commanded to the Churches 
That means that this Supper is mandated by the Lord to be kept by those who 
assemble together in His name or under His authority.  The Lord’s Supper is called 
an ordinance.  An ordinance is a rule that dictates conduct or practice.  In the New 
Testament, ordinances are official pronouncements which were derived from the 
Word of God:,  
 

do<gma, decrees, Acts 16.4; the N.T. churches had not the completed 

revelation of the God’s Word in the New Testament.  The apostles and the 
elders of the church at Jerusalem had received instruction from the Lord to 
help the Gentiles against the Judaizers who attempted at every turn to 
entrap them into the practices of the Law.  These were called decrees.  

 

para<dosij, (from paradi<dwmi) traditions, practices confirmed by the 

Word of God; We don’t have a Baptist tradition if it isn’t in the Bible 
 

diatagh<, (from diata<ssw)that which is appointed for us in the Word of 

God, a commandment, ordination, appointment.   
 
dikai<wma, (di<kh, judgement) the rightness of service. 

 
kti<sij, perhaps the proper order of things (KJV, creature, creation, 

building, ordinance) 
 

Ordinance for conduct: 
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Le 18:30  Therefore shall ye keep mine ordinance, that ye commit not any 
one of these abominable customs, which were committed before you, and 
that ye defile not yourselves therein: I am the LORD your God. 
 
1Pe 2:13  Submit yourselves to every ordinance kti<sij of man for the 

Lord’s sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme … 
 
1Co.11.2  Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, 
and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you. 
 
Ordinance for a feast day: 
Ex 12:14  And this day (of Passover) shall be unto you for a memorial; and 
ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations; ye shall 
keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever. 

 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are called the two ordinances of the church.  But 
that is meant that the churches have two rites that are to be performed.  
Churches have no holy days or holidays, contrary to what popular Christianity 
might think.  But all the churches have two practices which they are to keep, and 
these are baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  The Lord is interested in the dress, the 
conduct, the order, and the type of government of the churches.  While there are 
differences in these from church to church, and from member to member, these 
two ordinances are, or should be, the same in every church.   
 
The Supper was delivered to the church by Jesus Himself.   
 

Lu 22:19  And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto 
them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in 
remembrance of me. 

 
do, poiei?te, an imperative of poie<w, to do. 

 
1Co 11:23 For I have received of the Lord that which also I (Paul) delivered 
unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took 
bread: 



The Lord’s Supper 

7 
 

24  And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is 
my body, which is broken for you: this do (the Lord Jesus) in remembrance 
of me. 

 
The Lord gave this ordinance to the disciples who were the apostles of the 
churches, and they taught the churches to do the same. 
 
The Lord’s Supper is to Be Observed by the Church When Assembled and 
Together 
The Supper may be observed in every sanctioned meeting of this church.  The 
schedule is agreed upon by the congregation. But when it is observed it is to be 
observed together.  It should never be done in sectarian or schismatic groups 
privately as individuals.   
 

1Co 11:20  When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to 
eat the Lord’s supper. 

 
Paul makes this remark to the Corinthian church because they were schismatic.  
When they came together they were not together. They had divided into parties 
or factions and Paul warned them against this evil practice lest they should 
continue to be judged of the Lord. 
 

1Co.11.17 ¶  Now in this that I declare unto you I praise you not, that ye 
come together not for the better, but for the worse. 
18  For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that there be 
divisions among you; and I partly believe it. 
19  For there must be also heresies among you, that they which are 
approved may be made manifest among you. 
20  When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the 
Lord’s supper. 
21  For in eating every one taketh before other his own supper: and one is 
hungry, and another is drunken. 
22  What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or despise ye the 
church of God, and shame them that have not? What shall I say to you? 
shall I praise you in this? I praise you not. 
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It appears that every apostle partook, except for Judas, of that first Supper.  When 
the Supper is observed every member should be prepared to keep partake of it 
with the congregation.   

 
The imperative to drink, pi<ete, aor. imper. of pi<nw: 

Mt 26:27  And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, Drink ye all of it; 
 
The indicative to drink, e@pion, aor. ind. act. of pi<nw: 

Mr 14:23  And he took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them: and they all drank of it. 

 
In every instance that the Supper is observed it is to be all of us coming together, 
in every single instance, as we have opportunity, to remember the death of our 
Lord Jesus Christ until He comes again. A church which hasn’t the capacity to 
meet as a whole church ought to reconsider its practice as a true, local, N.T. 
church.  Something is wrong. 
 
The Elements of the Lord’s Supper 
First, in the observance of the Supper these two elements are always used: 
unleavened bread and fruit of the vine.  The elements used in the Supper cannot 
be changed to something else.  The churches of Christ have no authority to alter 
anything which involves it.  The apostles changed nothing, and we should not 
think that we have the authority to change anything about it.  As the Lord 
delivered to us we are to keep it.  First, to define the term bread. 
 
Bread 
Bread is first used in Scripture to mean food in general: 
  

Ge 3:19  In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto 
the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust 
shalt thou return. 

 
After this occasion it the adjective unleavened begins to be applied so that we 
understand that it refers to a specific kind of bread. (Ge.19.3, Lot entertains the 
two angels.) Bread can represent the flesh of the body.   
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Ex.16.12  I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel: speak unto 
them, saying, At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled 
with bread; and ye shall know that I am the LORD your God. 
13 ¶  And it came to pass, that at even the quails came up, and covered the 
camp: and in the morning the dew lay round about the host. 
14  And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon the face of the 
wilderness there lay a small round thing, as small as the hoar frost on the 
ground. 
15  And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, It is 
manna: for they wist not what it was. And Moses said unto them, This is the 
bread which the LORD hath given you to eat. 
… 
19  And Moses said, Let no man leave of it till the morning. 
20  Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses; but some of them left 
of it until the morning, and it bred worms, and stank: and Moses was wroth 
with them. 

 
Clearly this bread called manna was flesh.  In a type it refers to the body of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

Jn.6.47  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath 
everlasting life. 
48  I am that bread of life. 
49  Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. 
50  This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat 
thereof, and not die. 
51  I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of 
this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, 
which I will give for the life of the world. 
 
Mt 26:26  And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and 
brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. 

 
Leaven  
Leavening in the Scripture presents a type for sin or evil.  It is contrasted with 
unleavened, described below. 
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Mt.16.6  Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of 
the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. 
11  How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it not to you concerning 
bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the 
Sadducees? 
12  Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven 
of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. 
 
Mr 8:15  And he charged them, saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of 
the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod. 
 
1Co.5.6  Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump? 
7 ¶  Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye 
are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: 
8  Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the 
leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth. 
 
Ga 5:9  A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. 
 

In the N.T. the term leaven is found only two times more and only with reference 
to the kingdom of heaven. (Mt.13.33 Lk.13.20)  It is my opinion, in light of this 
that leaven should be interpreted in an evil sense.   
 
Unleavened Bread 
Unleavened bread is bread that is not allowed to rest so that it might naturally 
become leavened, or which has no substance of leavening introduced into it.  In 
both the Old and New Testaments there is a substance that was known to be 
used for leavening bread.  This was to be removed from the house of Israel during 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  Unleavened bread is bread that is made instantly, 
or in haste.  It is the sojourners bread.     
 

Ex 12:34  And the people took their dough before it was leavened, their 
kneadingtroughs being bound up in their clothes upon their shoulders. 
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As we referred to earlier, when the two angels came to Lot he prepared for these 
unexpected visitors unleavened bread. (Ge.19.3)  The next occasion for the 
mention of unleavened bread is with reference to the Feast of Unleavened Bread 
in Exodus.   
 
All food offerings forbad the use of leaven. 
  

Le 2:11  No meat (food) offering, which ye shall bring unto the LORD, shall 
be made with leaven: for ye shall burn no leaven, nor any honey, in any 
offering of the LORD made by fire. 
 

Unleavened bread is not specifically mentioned in relation to the Lord’s Supper.  
The use of unleavened bread is derived from the fact that our Lord Jesus 
instituted the Supper on Passover Day. 
  

Mt 26:17  Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples 
came to Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to 
eat the passover? 
 
Lu 22:7  Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the passover must 
be killed. 
8  And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and prepare us the passover, that 
we may eat. 

 
Being Passover, all of Israel began purging their houses of all leaven, from every 
quarter where they were. The ban of leavening continued for seven more days 
until the Feast was ended. 
  

Ex 13:7  Unleavened bread shall be eaten seven days; and there shall no 
leavened bread be seen with thee, neither shall there be leaven seen with 
thee in all thy quarters. (cf. Lev.23.6) 

 
Therefore it is unleavened bread that was the bread in that first Supper service.  
 
Finally, unleavened bread, best represents the sinless Savior.  He rested not from 
the will of His Father until the redemption of His people was complete.   
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Joh 6:38  For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the 
will of him that sent me. 
… (This ties directly to the following … 
Mr 16:19  So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up 
into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 
 
Joh 19:30  When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is 
finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. 

 
Our Lord had no corruption of Adam in Him as we, the sons of Adam, have.  He 
came born of a virgin, and that holy thing which was conceived in Mary was called 
the Son of God. 
 

His birth was miraculous; not conceived by man: 
Mt.1.24  Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord 
had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: 
25  And (Joseph) knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: 
and he called his name JESUS. 
 
The Seed of God implanted in the womb: 
Lu 1:35  And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: 
therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God. 
 
The result is the God-man: 
Ro 8:3  For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, 
God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 
condemned sin in the flesh … 
 

The use of unleavened bread maintains the type of the sinless Savior. No Bible 
believer would deny this truth concerning God come in the flesh.  He knew no sin.  
He was without sin.  He did no sin.  In Him was no sin.   
 

2Co 5:21  For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him. 
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hath made, e]poih<sen, 3ps. aor. ind. act of poie<w, to do or make; or 

simply, made. 
 

might be made, ginw<meqa, 1ppl. pres. subj. of gi<nomai, to become; 

that we might become. 
 
 
Heb 4:15  For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin. 
 
1Pe 2:22  Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth … 
 
1Jo 3:5  And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in 
him is no sin. 
 

He is the impeccable Savior, God come to man in human flesh; declared to be the 
Son of God; rejected by men; nailed to that cross, laid in that tomb; raise on that 
day; and seated at the right of the Father in heaven.  And He is coming back again 
for His own.   
 
The Fruit of the Vine: 
This is the term used to describe the element that is to be used for the drink in 
the service of the Lord’s Supper.  The vine refers to the grape.  Fruit of the vine 
refers to whatever is produced from the vine with reference to drinking.  So, 
whatever the grapevine produces must be considered as appropriate use in the 
Supper service. The Word of God tells us specifically what the fruit of the vine is: 
  

KJV, Nu 6:3  He (that one shall has taken the vow of the Nazarite) shall 
separate himself from wine and strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar of 
wine, or vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor (O.E.D., 
juice) of grapes, nor eat moist grapes, or dried. 
 
LXX, Nu 6:3  he shall purely abstain from wine and strong drink; and he shall 
drink no vinegar of wine or vinegar of strong drink; and whatever is made 
of the grape (or, whatever the grape produces) he shall not drink; neither 
shall he eat fresh grapes or raisins … 
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‘fruit of the vine’ & ‘whatever is made of the grape’ are 

synonymous terms 

KJV, Mt.26.29: 
gennh<matoj th?j  a]mpe<lou 

fruit/produce   of the   vine 
 
Mt.26.29, fruit of the vine: 
fruit, gennh<matoj, genitive sing 

noun, identifies the relationship 
of this word to the genitive case 
of the vine:  the noun ge<nnhma, 

refers to production, means:  
what is born or produced…fruit, 
increase;  the verb, gi<nomai,  to 

produce or perform. 

LXX, Nu.6.3: 
katerga<zetai e]k stafulh?j 

works/produces  of      grapes      
 
Nu.6.3, whatever is made of the 
grape:  
is made, katerga<zetai, 3rd 

person, present, indicative:  
meaning whatever the grape 
produces.  This particular verb is 
all but once translated in the N.T. 
as worketh (7), and once causeth 
(2Co.9.11)   

gi<nomai,  to produce, then agrees with Nu.6.3 (LXX)  is made, 

katerga<zetai. 

 
It is reasonable to conclude from this, aside from all extra-biblical influences, that 
juice, wine, and vinegar are all affirmed by the Word of God for use in that cup of 
the Lord’s Supper.  There is no instance in all of the Word of God indicating that 
anyone ever gave thought, much less investigated, what was in the cup other 
than the fact that it was of the fruit of the vine.   
 
Firstly, there is no implicit or explicit reference in Scripture that the saints 
concerned themselves, as it related to the Supper, with the various stages that 
the fruit of the vine could undergo.  Absolute silence surrounds whether the 
Lord’s Supper should have or should exclude sugar in juice, alcohol in wine, or 
acetate in vinegar.    
 
Secondly, if we will remain true to our confession of faith, that we hold to the 
Word of God alone for our rule of faith and practice, there is no possible way to 
prove what was on Israel’s the table during the Passover meal, and therefore 
what was on the table when the Lord instituted the Supper. Again, the Scriptures 
are absolutely silent on this issue. 
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Thirdly, leaven is never mentioned in relation to what one drank.  The use of 
leaven in the Bible is with reference to bread and its typology to evil doctrine, 
influences and sin.  Like the first and second points, there is absolute silence 
about the issue of leaven as it relates to the cup.   
 
How then can we make this an issue at all in a church or among the churches?  All 
of these attempts to prove which element should be used for the drink in the 
Lord’s Supper are baseless.  It has contributed to discord among the brethren and 
added confusion to what is clear. Be at peace.   
 
Some will argue that the drink should be wine because of the term strong wine.  
(Nu.28.7)  Yet strong wine was not drank, but poured out to the LORD. Perhaps 
we could argue on the other side of the spectrum that the priests during their 
service in the tabernacle were banned from all use of alcohol.   
 

cf.Lev.10.9, 10; The context of this implies that the judgement of Nadab 
and Abihu to offer strange fire to the Lord was because they were evilly 
influenced in their drunkenness. (vss.1, 2, 10) 
 

I will not contend for any position.  Let every church decide what is best for them. 
  
The fruit of the vine has one meaning in the Supper.  It represents the shed blood 
of our Savior.  It represents the price that was paid to enact the New Covenant.  It 
was shed so that we might receive the forgiveness of sins to God. 
  

Mt 26:28  For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins. 
 
 1Co 11:25  After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had 
supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as 
oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Peter rightly calls this the precious blood. 
 
1Pe.1.18  Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received 
by tradition from your fathers; 
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19  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot … 

 
Memorial: 
The Lord’s Supper is a memorial observance.  By keeping this Supper we are 
reminded of our Lord Jesus’ death for us.   
 

Lu.22.19  And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto 
them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in 
remembrance of me. 
20  Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new 
testament in my blood, which is shed for you. 

 
1Co 11:24  And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: 
this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. 
25  After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, 
saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye 
drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 
Every time that the saints partake of this Supper the Lord Jesus is to be 
remembered in His death until He eats it new with us His kingdom. (Mt.26.29) 
 
The Manner of Approach to the Lord’s Table 
To remember the Lord will keep us focused on the Lord.  In every occasion that 
this congregation engages this Supper the imperative is to remember His death 
for us.  
 
Whether we partake of the Supper during every service, once a month, or once a 
quarter is not the point.  The emphasis is upon how and why we partake. 
  

1Co.11.26  For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew 
the Lord’s death till he come. 

 
as often as, o[sa<kij, adverb of o[soj, KJV has o[soj translated as 

many, whatsoever, how great, that ever, as much as, as many as, et 
al.; o[sa<kij, is found in vs.25, as oft as, and Re.11.6, as often as.  
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As wonderful as fellowship dinners are, these are not the Lord’s Supper.  This time 
is not another gathering around food and drink where we might mix peanuts and 
cola and call this the Lord’s Supper.  That is the sense of the breakdown in the 
service of the Corinthian church. 
 

1Co.11.20  When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to 
eat the Lord’s supper. 
21  For in eating every one taketh before other his own supper: and one is 
hungry, and another is drunken. 
22  What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or despise ye the 
church of God, and shame them that have not? What shall I say to you? 
shall I praise you in this? I praise you not. 

 
Recall how that Judas had departed that gathering when Christ has instituted this 
Supper.  I think, it is only my opinion, but the feasts of charity that Jude refers to 
could be this very blessed moment as we all come together and contemplate the 
sacrifice that our Lord made for us.  (See Gill, vol. 8, p.692, 1Co.11.27) In contrast, 
how black are the spots that these reprobates bring into our holy feast.   
 

Jude 1:12  These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with 
you, feeding themselves without fear … 

 
We are the holy ones of God, the saints.  How should we approach the Supper?  I 
think we should approach it with gravity, seriousness.  We know by the Word of 
God that we should examine ourselves prior to participating.  Paul saw a 
connection between the sickness and death that came to some of the saints 
which were of the church at Corinth and their abuse of the Supper. They failed to 
examine themselves. 
 

1Co.11.27  Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of 
the Lord, unworthily (cont.), 
 

unworthily, a]naci<wj, adverb; how we observe the Supper; root 

a]naci<oj; a] negative particle + a@cioj, KJV, meet (meaning fit), 

worthy, due reward; for , see 1Co.6.2, the noun; 1Co.11.27, 29, 
adverb; so unfit, unworthy. 
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This refers to the present state or condition that we are in.  Listen, we need to 
guard even against the appearance of evil.  What was the present state of some 
of the members of this Corinthian church? Some were defrauding their brethren. 
(1Co.6.5)  One was in fornication (1Co.5.1). Others had come into serious 
doctrinal error. (1Co.15.12, no resurrection)  There is strong implication that their 
services or church government was chaotic. (1Co.11.1-16, role of men and 
woman; chapters 12-14, the demonstration of the sign-gifts)  How they needed to 
humble themselves before the Lord and weren’t. 

 
2Co 13:2  I told you before, and foretell you, as if I were present, the 
second time; and being absent now I write to them which heretofore 
have sinned, and to all other, that, if I come again, I will not spare … 

 
(cont.) shall be (e@stai, 3ps. fut. ind. of ei]mi<) guilty of the body and blood of 

the Lord. 
 

guilty, e@noxoj, noun; KJV, in danger of, guilty of, subject to; meaning 

answerable for or liable for [despising the sacrifice that Christ made 
for our sins.] 
 

This appears to be synonymous the with instruction that Paul gave to the Hebrew 
saints. 
 

He.10.22  Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed 
with pure water. 
23  Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is 
faithful that promised;) 
24  And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good 
works: 
25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the 
day approaching. 
26  For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the 
truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, 
27  But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which 
shall devour the adversaries. 
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28  He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or three 
witnesses: 
29  Of how much sorer (worse) punishment,  
 

sorer, xei<ronoj, gen. sing. fem. of xei<rwn; KJV, worse (10), sorer (1), 

 
punishment, timwri<aj, gen. sing. of timwri<a; twice this refers to 

the punishment that Paul (Saul) had inflicted upon those he had 
persecuted before Christ has revealed Himself to him.  Remember, 
he delivered some to the sentence of death. (Acts 8.1; 22.5; 26.10, 
11) 
 

suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy (counted worthy or fit),  
 

worthy, a]ciwqh<setai, 3ps. fut. ind. pass. of a]cio<w; KJV, thought … 

worthy, thought … good, desire; counted worthy. 
 
who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of 
the covenant,  
 

counted, h[ghsa<menoj, nom. sing. masc. part. aor. of h[ge<omai; KJV, 

accounted, esteemed, think, suppose. 
 
wherewith he was sanctified,  
 

sanctified, h[gia<sqh, 3ps. aor. ind. pass. of a[gia<zw, to be holy; this 

is that sanctification which is a result of the death of Christ when He 
died at Calvary. 

 
1Co 6:20  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God 
in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s. 

 
There, at Christ’s cross, all of the elect of God in that singular 
moment, when He died, were washed of their sins before God, 
all past, present and future sins, all past, present and future 
souls of men, there declared to be holy in one single act of His 
death.  For every one of these God made provision to walk 
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with Christ until He comes.  They are His workmanship created 
and prepared unto every good work, to whom was sent the 
Blessed and Holy Spirit of God, by whom the mind can be 
enlightened to understand the height and the depth and the 
breadth of the love of God in Christ Jesus, unfolding the riches 
of His grace …  and we fall away? 

 
an unholy thing (common), and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? 
 

hath done despite unto, e][nubri<saj, nom. sing. masc. part. aor. of 

e]nubri<zw; e]n with +  u!brij KJV, spitefully, reproached, despitefully, 

shamefully entreated. 
 
This is what we do when we become disinterested in meeting with the saints; 
when we don’t care about how we live anymore; and in this state we are unfit to 
come to the table of Lord.  But we either do come like this, or we won’t come at 
all.  In either case we sin against the Lord, and what do we  expect, but 
chastisement? 
 
In this state the Corinthian church, and every other church should have 
postponed Supper, instructed one another for the love of Christ for the love of 
one another, chastened the wayward, and/or expelled the unrepentant, and 
thereby keep ourselves individually and corporately fit themselves for this feast of 
charity. The Lord in His wisdom compels us as members of His church to come 
around His blessed table, to examine themselves, put away sin, and subject 
ourselves to the will of God.   
 

1Co.11.28  But let a man examine himself, and so (in that manner) let him 
eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 
 

examine, dokimaze<tw, 3ps. pres. imper. act. of dokima<zw; KJV, 

discern, prove, approve, prove, try, allow, examine. 
 

We are to examine ourselves.  We are to put our lives up against the holy 
standard of His the Word of God.  It isn’t good enough to put yourselves up 
against the pastors or the deacons, or to one another.  We must put our lives  
against the measure of the perfect Word of God.  And where we see the cracks; 
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where we see the faults; and we will see them!  Where sin abounds His grace 
much more abounds!  Look to the ever-living Lamb of God seated at the right 
hand of the Father, there interceding for us to God.  (1Jn.2.1) All we need is make 
confession, admit it; turn away from it.  Receive the immediate forgiveness and 
He cleanses us from all unrighteousness. (1Jn.1.9)  I don’t read anywhere where 
the Lord holds back one moment.  We read that He is ready to forgive and put 
away the sins of His people as far as the east is from the west.   
 

Ps.103.1 ¶  « A Psalm of David. » Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name. 
2  Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: 
3  Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; 
4  Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with 
lovingkindness and tender mercies; 
5  Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed 
like the eagle’s. 
6 ¶  The LORD executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are 
oppressed. 
7  He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the children of Israel. 
8  The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 
9  He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger for ever. 
10  He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to 
our iniquities. 
11  For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward 
them that fear him. 
12  As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our 
transgressions from us. 
13  Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear 
him. 
14  For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.) by the 
grace of God, moment by moment trusting Him to deliver. 

 
It was for not eating in the manner prescribed by the Lord that these Corinthians 
received judgment for the Lord. 
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1Pe.4.17  For the time [is come] that judgment must begin at the 
house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them 
that obey not the gospel of God? 
18  And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly 
and the sinner appear? 
 

begin, a@rcasqai, aor. infin. mid. of a@rxomai. 

 
1Co.11.29  For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh 
damnation to himself,  
 

damnation, kri<ma, noun, KJV, judgment; damnation, condemnation. 

 
There are Christians who live in a constant state of fear.  They have no 
confidence.  They spend their whole life in a church environment and don’t know 
their Bible.  That Bible might be twenty years old but the gold gilding is bright as 
new.  His life is a wreck.  Why? Because of a lack of humble subjection to the 
Word of God.  

 
not discerning the Lord’s body. 
 

discerning, diakri<nwn, nom. sing. masc. part. pres. act. of 

diakri<nw, dia<  by, through +   kri<nw, the verb to judge, determine; 

diakri<nwn, KJV, discern, differ, part; to make distinction 

 
Not able to distinguish that holy nature of Christ’s body.  As a member, violating 
His body, His church by such a wayward conduct. 

 
30  For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. 
 

weak, a]sqenei?j, nom. pl. masc. of a]sqenh<j, KJV, sick, weak, 

impotent, without strength, feeble Christians in their lives and in the 
bodies. 
 
sickly, a@rrwstoi, nom. pl. masc of a@rrwstoj; a] negative particle +  

r[w<nnumi, KJV, fare ye well, meaning strengthening to thee (?); this is 
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always in reference to those who are physically ill, sick (Mt.14.14; 
Mk.6.5, 13; 16.18; 1Co.11.30) 
 
sleep, koimw?ntai, 3ppl. pres. ind. pass. of koima<w; KJV, referencing 

those that were sleeping in the graves (14, # for salvation); 
referencing physical rest (4, the # for the creature or creation). 
 

31  For if we would judge (discern our condition before the Lord as a part of 
His body) ourselves, we should not be judged. 
32  But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should 
not be condemned with the world. 
 

chastened, paideuo<meqa, 1ppl. pres. ind. pass. of paideu<w; KJV, 

chastised, learned, taught, chastened, instructed. 
 
should … be condemned, katakriqw?men, 1ppl. aor. subj. pass. of 

katakri<nw, kata< down, accordingly +  kri<nw, to judge; KJV, 

katakri<nw, condemned or damned. 

 
33  Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come together to eat, tarry one for 
another. 
 

when ye come together, sunerxo<menoi, nom. pl. masc. part. pres. of 

sune<rxomai, su<n with, together +  e@rxomai, to come; 

sune<rxomai, KJV, come together, assemble together, come with, 

come together, go with, went with. 
 

The necessity for the Corinthians to come together or assemble together in a right 
manner has certainly been emphasized by Paul in this letter. (8 times)  Five times 
in this chapter alone!  The Book of Acts is the only other book that surpasses the 
use of this term. (16 times)   

 
34  And if any man hunger, let him eat at home; that ye come not together 
unto condemnation. And the rest will I set in order when I come. 
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will … set in order,  diata<comai, 1ps. fut. ind. mid. of diata<ssw; 

dia< by, through +  ta<ssw, KJV, appoint, determine; diata<ssw, 

KJV, to command, appoint, ordain, order.  
  
In closing, I’d like to present a skeleton view of the Lord’s New Testament church.  
We are out of time today.  The Lord Jesus gave this Supper to His New Testament 
church. That church has only ever been a local assembly.  Yes, it is a spiritual 
entity and yes, there can be in it those who know not the salvation of the Lord, 
yes, there can be those who are unfit to continue in the church of which they are 
a part, but that does not change the local nature of the body.  Three times the 
Scriptures refer to the whole church.  The whole church should be able to meet 
together if it is a true, local N.T. church.  That does not mean that they all will or 
shall, but they should! 
 

Ac 15:22  Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to 
send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; 
namely, Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, chief men among the brethren 
… 
 
Ro 16:23  Gaius mine host, and of the whole church, saluteth you. Erastus 
the chamberlain of the city saluteth you, and Quartus a brother. 
 
1Co 14:23  If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, 
and all speak with tongues, and there come in those that are unlearned, or 
unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad? 
 

Because of the local nature of the church it is correct to restrict or close the 
Supper to the membership of that church.  In this way a church can judge 
whether she is worthy on a corporate level to serve the Supper.  And it falls to the 
members of that church to judge themselves as well.  But this judgment is not 
possible if we do not know who they are, of if we know them to some extent, how 
can we know them as we ought if they are beyond the local church environment?  
It is not possible.   
 
That first Supper was a very difficult Supper for the Lord and for the apostles.  
There wasn’t joy in that service.  I think the Supper is time for serious 
introspection.  God give us grace to remember the love of Christ for us as oft as 
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we partake of it, and keep ourselves from sin, keep ourselves in a constant state 
of repentance, not only when we come together for the Supper, but at all times. 
 


