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Hebrews 11: 31; “A True Token” – A Mother’s Day Sermon 
Delivered by Pastor Paul Rendall on May 10th, 2015, 

in the Afternoon Worship Service. 
 
 
This morning I preached to you about God honoring the faith of godly mothers.  I used the 
verses that are recorded here in Hebrews Chapter 11 which pertain to the life of Sarah and the 
Life of Moses’ mother Jochebed.  This afternoon I want to bring to your attention the faith of one 
other woman mentioned in Hebrews 11.  And that is Rahab the harlot.  I know that it may not 
seem right to bring her up on Mother’s day, but I want you to remember that God can save and 
change sinful women like Rahab.  Rahab the harlot, by the grace of God, left off her harlotry and 
went on to become one of the greatest mothers in Israel’s history.  Because of her faith she not 
only did not perish, but she married a prince in Israel named Salmon and they had a son named 
Boaz.  Boaz was the man who married Ruth the Moabitess, and their son Obed was the father of 
Jesse, the father of King David.  All of them are in the lineage of our Lord Jesus Christ as 
recorded in Matthew Chapter 1.  My proposition to you this morning was this: “A mother’s 
efforts at having children, raising children, and seeing them become godly Christians, will be 
honored by God when faith is at work in her heart.”  The faith of this woman Rahab was at work 
before she ever became a mother, and we will see that it affected everything which happened in 
the future with regard to her family. I hope that the study of her faith will encourage all the 
women here; especially the young women who want to marry someday.  I want to show you the 
importance of faith in relation to your immediate family, and how what you do now in relation 
to them will set the stage for many future blessings, if you are faithful to God and His word.  
How was faith at work in Rahab?  Faith was at work in her to seek a godly future for her family.   
1st of all- We see that Rahab received the spies with peace. 
       Turn with over to Joshua Chapter 2.  It says here: “Now Joshua the son of Nun sent out two 
men from Acacia Grove to spy secretly saying, ‘Go view the land, especially Jericho.”  “So they 
went, and came to the house of a harlot named Rahab, and lodged there.”  “And it was told the 
king of Jericho, saying, ‘Behold, men have come here tonight from the children of Israel to 
search out the country.”  “So the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, ‘Bring out the men who 
have come to you, who have entered your house, for they have come to search out all the 
country.”  “Then the woman took the two men and hid them.”  “So she said, ‘Yes, the men came 
to me, but I did not know where they were from.”  “And it happened as the gate was being shut, 
when it was dark, that the men went out.”  “Where the men went I do not know; pursue them 
quickly, for you may overtake them.”  Now you can see here that it was Joshua who sent out the 
spies to view the land and especially Jericho.  And when the spies came to Jericho they found it 
was hard to conceal themselves.  It appears that Rahab (who had been a harlot in past times) 
kept a house on the wall of Jericho which was for used as a sort of bar and grill type of place, a 
place of entertainment and apparently also a sort of hotel.  Evidently, in times past, she had 
entertained many men there in an immoral way, but now with the nation of Israel coming to 
militarily wage war against Jericho, the fear and the dread of the Lord had fallen upon her, and 
she now realized that she was going to have to change her allegiance away from the false gods, 
and come to believe in the only true and living God.   We shall see in just a few moments that 
these kinds of thoughts were already established in her heart and mind.   
       It says in our text that when she saw these Israelite men come into her establishment, she 
“received these spies in peace.”  She did this as an act of faith.  Evidently she knew that they were 
in great danger of being killed by their own police.  And she also sensed that it would be a very 
good act in the sight of the true and living God for her to protect them from being killed.  For 
verse 6 says: “(But she had brought them up to the roof and hidden them with the stalks of flax, 
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which she had laid in order on the roof.)”  This “hiding” of the spies is a part of what it means 
that “she received the spies in peace.”  If she had not received them in peace, she never would 
have hidden them or redirected the guards when they sought to find them. Instead, she 
concealed their whereabouts.  If she did not have faith in God, she would have turned them in; 
she would have received them with suspicion and told someone to take them away to prison or 
to death. But in receiving these spies we need to understand that she was really receiving the 
gospel and the gospel messengers.  Let us also understand that the Lord had gone before these 
men, and He had been working in Rehab’s heart before they ever came to her establishment.  In 
the salvation of any person, in the salvation of any sinner, God always goes before, and He works 
in their heart, to soften it to receive the gospel and those who preach it.  In verse 8 it says, “Now 
before they lay down, she came up to them on the roof, and said to the men: ‘I know that the 
Lord has given you the land, that the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of 
the land are fainthearted because of you.” “For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water 
of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the 
Amorites who were on the other side of the Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed.”  
“And as soon as we heard these things, our hearts melted; neither did there remain any more 
courage in anyone because of you, for the Lord your God, He is God in heaven above and on 
earth beneath.”  You see here, in this case, faith came hearing and hearing by the word 
concerning God. 
        It is true that God went before the spies and created fear in the hearts of the people of 
Jericho.  We see that this was done indiscriminately.  The fear of what God might do to you may 
motivate you to consider your own physical well-being, but it will never save your soul by itself.  
The fear of the Lord considers God’s word and the messengers who bring it. Let us understand 
that there was much fear that was created by God’s immediate presence and working upon the 
hearts of the people in Jericho.  They were afraid of dying, but they did not have the fear of the 
Lord which is the beginning of wisdom.  Rahab and her household however, did have the fear of 
the Lord.  Because, as we look closely at her words, we see that there was much of the gospel 
which she had come to perceive by the working of the Holy Spirit, which was indicated by the 
words which she spoke to the spies.  It is true that this is an Old Testament conversion, but 
consider with me all that she did know and believed.   She knew the terror of the Lord, and she 
was persuaded of the judgment that was coming upon her world, there in Jericho.  “The terror of 
you (that is, what the Lord had done through Israel) has fallen on us, and all the inhabitants of 
the land are fainthearted.”  Further, she had heard of the works of the Lord in drying up the Red 
Sea and destroying the Kings on the other side of Jordan.  She then confesses with her mouth 
that the Lord is God in heaven and earth, and then she pleads for mercy.   
       I want you to try to grasp the idea that God had gone before the messengers of the gospel, 
the spies, and He had most certainly regenerated Rahab’s heart so that she would exercise her 
faith in speaking these words of declaration and do these good works in her concealing the spies.  
She hides them by faith, in order that she and her household would be delivered from the 
judgment coming upon her city.  She would hide the spies who were precious to God, and to the 
people of God, so that salvation would come to her and to her household.  She would do this, 
even though it was treasonous to do so.  She would do it, even if it meant that she had to lie to 
her countrymen concerning these spies.  Again, I believe that this is all part of her acts of faith 
which God was pleased with at this point.  Nowhere in Scripture is Rahab condemned for her 
lying to those who came to try to apprehend the spies.  So I think that we have to conclude that 
there are times when, in the interest of preserving the life of the innocent or the life of the godly, 
that concealing the truth from men who are out to do wicked acts such as the murder of God’s 
people; people who are doing God’s work, is perfectly justified. 
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       But it must also be said, that God in the Scriptures nowhere commends sin and especially 
lying.  Liars are going to have their part in the lake of fire.  And we are told not to do evil that 
good may come. (Romans 3: 8)  But that verse refers to the practice of sin by a Christian, that 
grace may abound to us.  This is always wrong.  The Bible, in all 3 references to Rahab’s actions 
always commends them.  It does not mention anything against her words, when she spoke to her 
King’s soldiers to deceive them as to the spies whereabouts, calling them lies.  No – we must 
understand that it was her faith that led her to conceal the truth in order to turn away the King’s 
police by her words, to go look elsewhere for them.  Matthew Henry says, “If she had either told 
the truth or been silent, she would have betrayed the spies, and this would certainly have been a 
great sin; and it does not appear that she had any other way of concealing them than by this 
ironical direction to the officers to pursue them another way.”  I would add, it is never good to 
tell wicked men, intent on killing God’s people or his ministers, the truth which would lead them 
to commit a greater sin, the taking of their lives. 
       By way of application, let me ask you – Are you willing to hide what is precious to God, and 
that which will further His interest and His kingdom’s advance into the kingdom of darkness? 
Are you willing to conceal the truth from those who are allied with the forces of darkness; people 
who want to discover what is good and destroy it?  I believe that this Scripture is teaching us that 
it is an act of faith to do so.  We can never condone these kinds of actions except in the context of 
which we find it here; the taking of innocent life, or the lives of those who are godly who are 
engaged in the Lord’s work.  But when a situation like this comes, we should not hesitate.  I 
think of the example of Corrie Ten Boom and her father who concealed Jews in the walls of their 
house in Holland during World War II.  I think of how it cost most of their family their lives.  I 
think of how Corrie when she went to the concentration camp, and they asked them to hand over 
all of their clothes and possessions, she was able to conceal a small Bible which she hung on a 
chain between her shoulder blades, and thus the Word of God remained with them.  These acts 
of concealment and the words that it takes to carry out the deception so that innocent or good 
people do not die; these are acts of faith. 
2ndly-Rahab's faith was at work because she sees the importance of kindness. 
(Joshua 2: 12-15) 
        Rahab says in verse 12, “Now therefore, I beg of you, swear to me by the Lord, since I have 
shown you kindness, that you also will show kindness to my father's house, and give me a true 
token.”  She had come to know that she needed assurance that she and her family would not face 
God’s judgment in the overthrow of the city.  Salvation is a matter of God dealing kindly with us; 
and our then, dealing kindly with each other.  If Rahab cannot speak truth to God’s enemies she 
can and will speak it to God’s servants.  She wants an oath of truth to be taken by them to insist 
that they will deal kindly with her and with her family when the city is taken.  “Our lives for 
yours if none of you tell this business of ours,” the spies say to her.  “And it shall be when the 
Lord has given us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly with you.”  This is a good indication 
of faith, is it not, when a person deals kindly and faithfully in truth with God’s ministers, his 
servants?  It reminds me of Paul in 2 Corinthians 7: 2 and 3.  “Open your hearts to us.”  “We 
have deceived no one, we have corrupted no one, we have cheated no one.”  “I do not say this to 
condemn; for I have said before that you are in our hearts, to die together and to live together.”   
       As a congregation, we need to have the love of a mother to look to the needs of sinners like  
Rahab who need assurance that God’s judgment will not fall on upon them when they are 
trusting in the Lord for deliverance and protection from His wrath.  When they ask us for a 
pledge of truth, a token of truth, we should be able to be those who will swear by the Lord to 
remember them in kindness – to bring them in and make them one of us.  You say, “How do we 
know that such great sinners will not deal treacherously with us?”  And I answer, “We will know 
by the tokens and pledges that they will give us as Christ’s Church.  They will give us the tokens 
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of a changed life in their testimony being written out for us to read.  And they will give us their 
pledge of loyalty to Christ in the waters of baptism.  They will also give us the pledge of their 
loyalty to us as a church when they join the church and become members who are holding to the 
truth of God’s word with us. 
3rdly- Rahab saw the utter importance of the scarlet cord being placed in her 
window. (Joshua 2: 15-21) 
       The true token which was given by the spies, the messengers, to Rahab, was the oath that 
they would not forget her or her family when the city was overthrown.  The true token that she 
was on their side, on the side of righteousness, and committed to God’s people, and was 
intending to live a godly life, was the scarlet cord that they asked her to put in her window. Verse 
17 says this:  “So the men said her: ‘We will be blameless of this oath of yours which you have 
made us swear, unless, when we come into the land, you bind this line of scarlet cord in the 
window through which you let us down, and unless you bring your father, your mother, your 
brothers, and all your father's household to your own home.”  “So it shall be that whoever goes 
outside the doors of your house into the street, his blood shall be on his own head, and we will 
be guiltless.”  “And whoever is with you in the house, his blood shall be on our head if a hand is 
laid on him.”  “And if you tell this business of ours; then we will be free from your oath which 
you made us swear."  “Then she said, ‘According to your words, so be it.”  “And she sent them 
away, and they departed.”  “And she bound the scarlet cord in the window.”   
       This binding of the cord in the window was the token of Rahab’s sincere intention to be 
faithful to protect these men; but even more, it was the token of her true conversion to Christ in 
the Old Testament way.  The scarlet cord, which she bound in her window, was a pledge on her 
part to remember the Lord’s work which He had done on her behalf, in giving her a new heart to 
be loyal to Him and to His people.  It’s color of red represented the blood that was sure to be 
shed if it was violated.  Her own blood would be shed if she went outside, and the blood of 
anyone else from her household who went outside of her house during the siege of the city would 
also be shed.  The scarlet cord represented her profession of faith in the blood of the New 
Covenant which was shed by Christ; even though she herself knew nothing of the promised 
Messiah.  She would put this in her window because it was the token or indication of her 
promise to the people of God that she truly believed that God was with them, and that they were 
His chosen people. In doing this she was admitting that the people that she was living among, 
there in Jericho, were not the people of God.  “By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with 
those who did not believe,” it says in our text.   
       Rahab, by hanging the scarlet cord in the window was saying that she was leaving her sins 
behind and she was seeking an atonement for her sins from the God of the Hebrews.  This token 
which she placed in the window was the testimony of her faith in Christ, as much as she knew of 
Him.  She was believing, and she was saying that the whole future lay with Israel and the 
promised Messiah Jesus Christ.  She would preach the gospel to her whole household in the 
hanging of this cord in the window and in telling them that they must stay in her house. We can 
conclude by saying that there is a true faith in Christ when these tokens are manifested.  How 
good it is when a sinful heart is changed and when sinful woman becomes a godly woman.  For 
she will preach the gospel to all of her household by putting the scarlet cord of the work of Christ 
in the window of her heart and before her children’s minds.  In doing this she will be saying to 
them: The Lord is coming in judgment upon the city of this world in which we live.  It will 
eventually be overthrown.  But there is a way to leave behind the former life of sin and false 
worship in order to find God.  It is through the blood of Christ.  Let us see that this made all the 
difference for Rahab and her household, and it will make all the difference for you.  God raised 
Rahab up to become one of the greatest mothers of her day.  A mother's faith in Christ is very 
important.  It will be honored by God. 



5 
 

 


