
 

 

Morning Sermon July 26, 2015 
“Set Forth as a Propitiation”   

Romans 3:20-31 
 

Why propitiation is needed? 
 

Our ungodly world would say propitiation is NOT NEEDED!  Our 
world is more and more agreeing with Richard Dawkins, who 

writes - 
“The God of the Old Testament is arguably the most unpleasant 
character in all fiction: jealous and proud of it; a petty, unjust, 

unforgiving control-freak; a vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser; a 
misogynistic, homophobic, racist, infanticidal, genocidal, filicidal, 

pestilential, megalomaniacal, sadomasochistic, capriciously 
malevolent bully.”  

― Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion 

 
I would argue it is Richard Dawkins who is deluded … 

We NEED propitiation because God is righteously angry with sin! 
Dawkins think he is above God, as he considers God a “fiction.” 

 
He thinks God a “control-freak” because He does not know God 
does rightly CONTROL all things!  People like Dawkins think God 
has no reason to be angry with men.  Some people whether like 
Dawkins or not think Jesus was wrong to cleanse the Temple, to 

show ANGER toward sinners. 
 

I. Propitiation is NEEDED because God is RIGHT to be 
angry with sinners – 

17
 "but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for 

in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die." (Genesis 2:17 NKJ) 
 

1. God is right to be angry with sinners, because He created them 
and He is right in giving them laws they must live by – 

 
A. All of Dawkin’s ugly rant against God is based on the idea that 

has no right to control him, to make rules for him, to have any 
authority over him… 

B. Yet, this is the mere outworking of sinful rebellion! 
2. Wrath against sin is right, because God is perfect and therefore 

His Law is perfect – 

A. Imagine the perfect sofa, in the perfect house, kept by the 
perfect housekeeper – then there is a spill and a stain… the 
housekeeper is upset, rightly? 

B. Imagine this same housekeeper’s children are killed and their 
blood stains the sofa, she is upset, rightly? 

 
People like Dawkins say God NEVER has a right to be upset, angry, 
wrathful against sin, which is why they use words like vindictive, 
bloodthirsty, homophobic … 
 
Yet, God is infinite, eternal, and unchangeable.  He is all knowing, He is 
perfectly Holy, perfectly righteous and loving – 
 
He is perfectly able to judge sin and knows what is truly right and 
wrong and exactly the level of punishment each sin deserves! 
 

II. What is propitiation? 

It is a appeasing of God’s righteous wrath!  Sinners typically believe 
there is no such thing as righteous wrath! 
 

1. Very few people will deny that at least some crimes deserve 
punishment – 

2. People can have very distorted view on what deserves 
punishment, examples: 

A. Muslim laws against Christians, blasphemy laws, etc… 
B. Homophobia laws – refuse to bake a cake for a homosexual 

couple and you might lose your business or home. 
 

3. What appeases wrath for men is also distorted 
A. Could be a kind of repentance or death 
B. Money, other payments 
C. An error to believe God’s wrath could be placated with money 

 



 

 

4. God alone knows perfectly the punishment sin and each sin 
deserves – 

23
 For the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23 NKJ) 

 
27

 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, 
(Hebrews 9:27 NKJ) 
 

The judgment of sin after death is Hell, Hell’s fires –  
17

 The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget 
God. (Psalm 9:17 NKJ) 
 
28

 "And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But 
rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 
(Matthew 10:28 NKJ) 

 
5. God also knows what will appease His righteous wrath!   

 

III. God knows and makes known, only Christ’s blood 
will appease His righteous wrath – 

24
 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus, 25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, 
through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His for-
bearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, 
26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might 
be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. (Romans 3:24-
26 NKJ) 
 

1. Justified – declared righteous 
2. Freely by His grace – freely meaning not because of any obliga-

tion on God’s part, by grace --- not because of human merit 
3. Redemption – being bought out slavery to sin and Satan 
4. Propitiation – God’s righteous wrath is appeased 

 
“The satisfaction of Christ by his death is certainly a very rational 

thing. If any person that was greatly obliged to me, that was 

dependent on me, and that I loved, should exceedingly abuse me, 

and should go on in an obstinate course of it from one year to 

another, notwithstanding all I could say to him, and all new 

obligations continually repeated; though at length he should leave 

it off, I should not forgive him, unless upon gospel considerations. 

But if any person that was a much dearer friend to me, and one that 

had always been true to me, and constant to the utmost, and that 

was a very near relation of him that offended me, should intercede 

for him, and, out of the entire love he had to him, should put 

himself to very hard labors and difficulties, and undergo great 

pains and miseries to procure him forgiveness; and the person that 

had offended should, with a changed mind, fly to this mediator, 

and should seek favor in his name, with a sense in his own mind 

how much his mediator had done and suffered for him; I should be 

satisfied, and feel myself inclined, without any difficulty, to 

receive him into my entire friendship again; but not without the 

last-mentioned condition, that he should be sensible how much his 

mediator had done and suffered. For if he was ignorant of it, or 

thought he had done only some small matter, I should not be easy 

nor satisfied. So a sense of Christ’s sufficiency seems necessary in 

faith.”   Jonathan Edward’s Works vol. 2 pp 569-570 

 

A. God’s only begotten Son was made like an animal sacrifice for 
us – 

16
 "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. (John 
3:16 NKJ) 
 
29

 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! The 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29 NKJ) 
 

The great love of God the Father is displayed in His sending His Son!  
The great love of God the Son is displayed in His obedience to His 
Father and His willingness to be humiliated and suffer for us! 
 

B. The fact that no lesser sacrifice would be fit as a propitiation 
show both the great horror of sin but at the same time the 
justice of God –  

That He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  
Romans 3:26 
 

5. Note these are things God “sets forth” “demonstrates”  
, 25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood 
 

What is in view here is the public nature of Christ’s death; He died in 
open view of all.  But what also is communicated here is the 
evangelistic nature of Christ death; we are called to faith in Christ!  We 
are all called to share that faith. 

           Arnold A. Brevick


