
Living in Light of His Return (James 5:12-20) 

By Pastor Jeff Alexander (3/15/2015) 

Introduction 

James was convinced that Jesus was about to return. One might ask how that was possible 

seeing that James was an apostle writing a Spirit-inspired letter? The answer is simple. He 

was reflecting the very attitude that Jesus expects all believers in all generations of the gos-

pel-age to observe: “Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming” 

(Matthew 24:42). Every generation of Christians is expected to live in the awareness that the 

Lord could come at any time. That awareness is to shape their lives and that is what James is 

exhorting here.  

The verses from 12 to the end of the epistle are difficult to interpret in the context of the 

chapter; so, many commentators treat them as a series of unrelated general exhortations, 

perhaps specific to problems within the Jewish church to which he ministered. 

It is my conviction that these verses are to be regarded as challenges to the saints in light of 

Christ’s return and the necessity of endurance. James Lange calls these verses “the condi-

tions of this patience.” (A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures: James, loc. cit.; Logos Soft-

ware). 

I see four areas that James addresses: (1) aligning commitments with biblical truth (v. 12), 

(2) sharing burdens in a common cause (vv. 13-16a), (3) praying fervently (vv. 16b-18), and 

(4) rescuing those who wander from the truth (vv. 19, 20). 

I. Life Altering Convictions  

1. There are three references to Christ’s return in verses 7-9 and two references implied in 

verses 1and 4. 

If we really believe Jesus is coming and that judgment is at hand, we should be very careful 

about our affairs, knowing that each must give an account of himself to God (Romans 

14:12). 

2. The world is filled with idolatry, hatred of good, selfish-ambition, and sinful-rebellion 

against God and Christ, particularly at the end of the age (2 Tim. 3:1-7).  

We believe in the Return of Christ in theory as a category of theology, yet the modern 

church tends to compromise biblical standards in order to appear more acceptable to an in-

creasingly critical and hostile culture. Do modern Christians really believe that “the Judge is 

at the door?” If they did, would many church goers be so devoid of serious devotion to 

Christ and His kingdom? The expectation of His glorious appearing encourages us to fight 

the good fight of faith and to suffer for His sake. This hope leads to steadfastness and stead-

fastness as a mark of one who lives in light of eternity. May God grant us the grace to live in 

light of His appearing. 

II. Being Committed the Right Cause  

1. How does verse 12 connect to vv. 7-11 and vv. 13ff? Two views: 

a. They don’t. James is just wrapping things up with general exhortations that have no specif-

ic connection to each other.  



b. They do. James is cautioning the church against joining the hysteria of the Jews against 

Rome—getting caught up in the political intrigues of the day. I take this position.  

2. Lange sees the word “swear” (“But above all, my brothers, do not swear”) as meaning “to 

conspire.”  

a. A believer has but one allegiance: “It is the LORD your God you shall fear. Him you shall 

serve and by his name you shall swear” (Deut. 6: 13). “You shall fear the LORD your God. 

You shall serve him and hold fast to him, and by his name you shall swear” (Deut.10:20).  

b. In its Jewish context, swearing meant pledging allegiance and fidelity to someone or some 

cause. To fortify the pledge a curse was conjured up on the one swearing should he fail.  

A biblical example of this is found in Acts 23:12, 13 where the Jews anathematized them-

selves with a curse upon themselves if they failed to the keep their irrevocable vow which 

involved the taking of Paul’s life.  

c. However, there was also a tendency to see some swearing as inviolable while other vows 

could be disregarded as unimportant, depending on the object invoked in the vow (Matt. 

23:18). They regarded some statements “sworn to,” as important and true, while other 

vows, being normal speech, if failed, could be disregarded. However, in Matthew 12:36, 

Jesus taught that all words would be judged in the context of allegiance to God, who con-

siders judges all aspects of our life.  

Conclusion 

It is very easy for believers to get caught up with political issues and fights over “rights” and 

such without considering the sovereign rule of God in these matters and their place in His 

brings all things to their conclusion. 

The Jews were involved in an ever-growing contention with Rome which led to the Jewish 

Wars and the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70. 

 


