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Introduction  

1 The early church believed that they were going to see the Lord’s return imminently, 

largely due to Christ’s promises in John 14–16 and His teaching in Matthew 24 and 

Luke 21. 

2. James warned the rich (vv. 1-6) that they were indeed in  “the last days” (v. 3).  

3. There are two references to the return of Christ and two references to judgment found in 

the text before us (vv. 7, 8, and 9). 

4. In light of this, James warns the wealthy elite of Jerusalem to be prepared for imminent 

judgment. At the same time, he informs the poor oppressed saints of their duty to God 

in the face of their injustice and suffering. Jesus would avenge them in His time (Rom. 

12:19; 1 Thess. 4:6). 

I. The Indictment of the Wretched Rich  

1. Imminent judgment pronounced on Jerusalem (Luke 21:20, 22) 

James was convinced that the Lord was about to bring judgment on Jerusalem as Jesus 

had said.  

2. The coming calamity of the privileged elite (v. 1) 

Observe how James warned the rich to be prepared for the calamity (ταλαιπωρία--

talaipōria, hardship, trouble, calamity, misery) that was imminent. James may very well 

have had in mind the destruction of Jerusalem that took place in AD 70. 

3. Their wealth testifying against them (Malachi 3:5) 

They could not trust their riches anymore because the riches were corrupted (v. 2). Their 

gold and silver had corroded  (devalued, v. 3) and would testify against them. They did 

not live in light of eternity but heaped up (to gather and lay up in store against future 

needs) wealth. They did this “in the last days” (v. 3b), without any way to secure their la-

bors against future judgment (Matt. 6:19). Their whole life, devoted to wealth and power, 

would come to nothing (Job 1:21). A very similar situation was described by Jesus in His 

parable of the rich farmer (Luke 12:16ff).  

4. Four witnesses poised to testify against them 

They cannot hide behind their privilege. Their fraudulent practice and cheating the la-

borers finally caught up to them (v. 4).  

a. The wages they stole by unfair payment practices 

b. The suffering (cries) of the reapers defrauded 



c. The wanton and luxurious lifestyle of the wealthy and powerful (Amos 6:4-6, see Rev. 

18:7) 

d. The inability of the suffering but innocent workers to get a hearing to redress their 

grievances in the courts (v. 6) 

The rich elite held unfair power and influence over the courts, tipping rulings in their 

favor, thus “murdering” the poor and oppressed workers who could not get a fair hear-

ing. In this way the elite took away the means of making a living for those without 

wealth. 

II. Instruction to the Suffering Saints  

1. Longsuffering is necessary to perseverance (v. 7; Luke 21:19). 

(μακροθυμεῖν – longsuffering—literally to have great courage, to be patient in the endur-

ance of suffering; here, patiently hoping for endurance under apparent danger.) Twice James 

mentioned the Lord’s coming, and once says the Judge is standing at the door. 

2. What is necessary to longsuffering (v. 8)? 

An established heart—one that is stable, strong, resolute, and constant (v. 8, Psalm 27:14, 

1Peter 5:10; Col. 2:7). James cites the example of the farmer who trusts in the course of 

nature to return an abundant harvest after he has committed his investment of seed into 

the soil. He must patiently wait for that harvest. 

3. They must also be careful not to grumble about their situation  (v. 9, Psalm 59:15, Phi-

lippians 4:5, Hebrews 10:25). 

4. Affliction is the expected condition of the godly in a spiritually hostile world (v. 10). 

James cites the example of the prophets who suffered affliction with patience. 

5. A great blessing awaits the persevering saints (v. 11, 1:2).  

James cites the example of Job who experienced at the end of his suffering the pity and 

tender mercy of the Lord. 

Conclusion 

1. If the first Christians were convinced that Jesus was coming in their time, how much 

greater is the possibility of His coming in our generation (Luke 21:28)? 

2. Are you living daily in the awareness that “the Judge is standing at the door”? 

3. Are you living for eternity or for the here and now? 

 


