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For this week: Israel’s sin and redemption (Part 2) 44:6-23 
 

Context  

● The book of the King (6-37) 

○ Who is the Lord of History? 

● The book of the Servant (38 - 55) 

○ Isaiah had prophesied that Israel would go into captivity in Babylon. 

○ How will God’s people be redeemed from captivity? 

 

Universal Consolation (40:1 - 42:7) 

The LORD’s Plan Unfolded (42:18 - 44:23) 

Israel’s captivity and liberation 42:18 - 43:21 Israel’s sin and redemption 43:22 - 44:23  

Diagnosis: in captivity 42:18-25 Diagnosis: in sin 43:22-24 

Remedy: unchanging divine care 43:1-7 Remedy: redemption and the Spirit 43:25 - 44:5 

The LORD, Savior and only God 43:8-13 The LORD, Redeemer and only God, contrasted with 
idols 44:6-20 

Redemption from Babylon 43:14-21 Redemption from sin 44:21-23 

 

 

 

  



 

Israel’s sin and redemption 43:22 - 44:23 

The one true God 44:6-20 

● The one true God 44:6-8 

6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: “I am the first and I am 

the last; besides me there is no god. 7 Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and set it 

before me, since I appointed an ancient people. Let them declare what is to come, and what will 

happen. 8 Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? And you are my 

witnesses! Is there a God besides me? There is no Rock; I know not any.”  

○ V6 The LORD the only God 

■ the Lord. Yahweh. Of the covenant. 

■ the King of Israel and his Redeemer 

● Two of the Messianic roles  

■ the Lord of hosts 

● Over all creation 

■ I am the first and I am the last 

● Not created.  

● Before everything else and supreme at the end 

● Above human history: the unending eternal God 

 

○ V7 The God who declares what is to come. 

■ Who is like me? Let him proclaim it.  

● Challenge to the false gods. 

■ Since I appointed an ancient people 

● Since the creation of the human race. 

■ declare what is to come, and what will happen 

● The test of true deity: to tell the end from the beginning. 

 

  



 

○ V8 Fear not 

■ Fear not, nor be afraid 

● Here is true security  

■ have I not told you from of old and declared it? And you are my witnesses!  

● God had demonstrated His true divinity in their own history 

○ They were a people created and cared for. 

○ Prophets brought God’s word to predict and to explain. 

● Their job was to take His word to the world. 

■ Is there a God besides me? 

● God is singular: contrasting the one true God with the many idols. 

● The basic question: who will they worship? 

○ As Elijah on Mt Carmel in 1 Ki 18:21 How long will you go 

limping between two different opinions? If the Lord is God, 

follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.” 

■ Is there a God besides me? There is no Rock; I know not any.. 

● The LORD is their Rock 

○ Refuge 

■ Ps 71:3 Be to me a rock of refuge, to which I may 

continually come; you have given the command to save 

me, for you are my rock and my fortress. 

○ Trustworthy & eternal 

■ Is 26:4 Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD GOD is an 

everlasting rock. 

○ Solid reality 

■ Dt 32:31 For their rock is not as our Rock; our enemies 

are by themselves. 

○ Giving life 

■ Ex 17:6 Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock 

at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall 

come out of it, and the people will drink. 

■ 1 Cor 10:4 For they drank from the spiritual Rock that 

followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 

○ Bringing salvation 

■ Ps 95:1 Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a 

joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

  



 

● The false idols 44:9-20 

○ V9 Worthlessness of idolatry 

9 All who fashion idols are nothing, and the things they delight in do not profit. Their witnesses neither 

see nor know, that they may be put to shame.  

■ All who fashion idols.  Idol-makers. 

■ Nothing 

● Heb tohu as Gen 1:2 ...without form...  Meaningless  

■ Things they delight in.  Idols. 

■ Do not profit. 

● Parallel with “nothing”.  Bring no gain. 

■ Their witnesses.  Idol-worshippers. 

■ neither see nor know.  Blind ignorance of the truth. 

■ that they may be put to shame.   

● Guilty because they purposefully choose idols over the true God 

● Will be brought to shame. 

 

○ V10-11 Only human 

10 Who fashions a god or casts an idol that is profitable for nothing? 11 Behold, all his companions shall 

be put to shame, and the craftsmen are only human. Let them all assemble, let them stand forth. They 

shall be terrified; they shall be put to shame together. 

● Looking at those who make idols 

● V10 Who fashions a god or casts an idol that is profitable for nothing?   

○ Only a human. 

○ Contrast Gen 1:7 then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the 

ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 

became a living creature. 

○ This is the essence of idolatry: that man can make a god. 

● V11 Behold, all his companions shall be put to shame, and the craftsmen are 

only human.  

○ All of the idol-makers together are still only human 

 

  



 

● V11 Let them all assemble, let them stand forth.  They shall be terrified; they 

shall be put to shame together. 

○ In time of trouble, when help is needed, there will be none.  Only terror 

and shame. 

○ As the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel.  Turn to 1 Ki 18. 

■ V19-20 Elijah challenges Ahab:  

Now therefore send and gather all Israel to me at 

Mount Carmel, and the 450 prophets of Baal and the 

400 prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table. 20 

So Ahab sent to all the people of Israel and gathered the 

prophets together at Mount Carmel. 

■ V22-24 In front of the king and all the people, Elijah challenges 

the prophets of Baal:  

Then Elijah said to the people, “I, even I only, am left a 

prophet of the LORD, but Baal’s prophets are 450 men. 

23 Let two bulls be given to us, and let them choose one 

bull for themselves and cut it in pieces and lay it on the 

wood, but put no fire to it. And I will prepare the other 

bull and lay it on the wood and put no fire to it. 24 And 

you call upon the name of your god, and I will call upon 

the name of the LORD, and the God who answers by 

fire, he is God.” And all the people answered, “It is well 

spoken.” 

■ V25-28 The prophets of Baal call upon Baal 

■ V29 There is no answer 

And as midday passed, they raved on until the time of 

the offering of the oblation, but there was no voice. No 

one answered; no one paid attention. 

■ V30-37 Elijah calls upon the LORD 

■ V38 The sacrifice and the altar are consumed 

■ V39 The people are convicted 

And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces 

and said, “The LORD, he is God; the LORD, he is God.” 

■ V40 The prophets of Baal are killed 

And Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; let 

not one of them escape.” And they seized them. And 

Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon and 

slaughtered them there. 

■ Consider the prophets of Baal 

● In shame: In front of the king and the nation they and 

their god had been shown false 

● In terror: They would be killed and there was no help. 



 

○ V12-17 The folly of idolatry 

12 The ironsmith takes a cutting tool and works it over the coals. He fashions it with hammers and works 

it with his strong arm. He becomes hungry, and his strength fails; he drinks no water and is faint. 13 The 

carpenter stretches a line; he marks it out with a pencil. He shapes it with planes and marks it with a 

compass. He shapes it into the figure of a man, with the beauty of a man, to dwell in a house. 14 He cuts 

down cedars, or he chooses a cypress tree or an oak and lets it grow strong among the trees of the 

forest. He plants a cedar and the rain nourishes it. 15 Then it becomes fuel for a man. He takes a part of 

it and warms himself; he kindles a fire and bakes bread. Also he makes a god and worships it; he makes 

it an idol and falls down before it. 16 Half of it he burns in the fire. Over the half he eats meat; he roasts 

it and is satisfied. Also he warms himself and says, “Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire!” 17 And the 

rest of it he makes into a god, his idol, and falls down to it and worships it. He prays to it and says, 

“Deliver me, for you are my god!” 

● V12-13 Made by men 

○ His strong arm...becomes hungry...his strength fails...drinks no water 

and is faint.   

■ Human strength fails without constant replenishing. This 

strength cannot create the divine. 

■ Contrast the true God who has strength and life within Himself 

■ The god under construction does nothing to help the man 

○ into the figure of a man, with the beauty of a man.  

■ Made in his image. 

■ Many pagan gods were ugly.  But all reflected some aspect of 

their creator. 

○ to dwell in a house. 

■ Contrast Solomon praying to the true God in 1 Ki 8:27 But will 

God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest 

heaven cannot contain you; how much less this house that I 

have built! 

 

● V14 Completely material 

○ cedars, ...cypress ...oak  

■ Impressive but totally of the earth 

○ The rain nourishes it 

■ Rain provided by the true God. 

 

  



 

● V15-17 For the service of man 

○ Then it becomes fuel for a man 

■ For the man’s use 

■ Part will make a fire.  Part will be a god. 

○ Half of it he burns in the fire...And the rest of it he makes into a god 

■ Chance determines which part becomes a god. 

■ As Horace: “Once I was a trunk of a fig tree, a useless piece of 

wood, when a carpenter, uncertain whether to make a bench or 

a Priapu, preferred that I should be a god; and so I became a 

god.” (Satires i.8) 

○ He prays to it and says, “Deliver me, for you are my god!” 

■ Accurately calling upon the idol to do a divine thing. 

■ Note the irony of the idolater calling upon the idol to deliver 

him when he delivered the idol from being burned with the rest 

of the wood.  

 

○ V 18-20 The effects of idolatry 

18 They know not, nor do they discern, for he has shut their eyes, so that they cannot see, and 

their hearts, so that they cannot understand. 19 No one considers, nor is there knowledge or 

discernment to say, “Half of it I burned in the fire; I also baked bread on its coals; I roasted meat 

and have eaten. And shall I make the rest of it an abomination? Shall I fall down before a block 

of wood?” 20 He feeds on ashes; a deluded heart has led him astray, and he cannot deliver 

himself or say, “Is there not a lie in my right hand?” 

● V18 Blindness & ignorance 

○ They.  Idolaters. 

○ know not, nor do they discern 

■ No true knowledge 

■ No ability to discern truth from error 

○ he has shut  

■ An external agent. May be God giving them what they choose. 

May be the idol itself causing the blindness. 

○ shut their eyes.  No perception 

○ [shut their] hearts.   

■ No thinking. 

■ Note the similarity with “hardening” hearts. 

 

  



 

● V19a the fallen mind 

○ No one considers. Faulty reasoning. 

○ nor is there knowledge. No truth in mind or memory. 

○ (Nor is there) discernment.  Re v20: cannot recognize a lie. 

 

● V19b the truth that is not seen 

○ The idol is made by man. 

○ The idol is made from natural materials. 

○ By chance the wood became an idol. 

○ The idol is an abomination.  As Ro 1:23  [they] exchanged the glory of 

the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and 

animals and creeping things. 

 

● V20 results  

○ No profit. 

■ He feeds on ashes.  

● Choosing to partake of that which brings no real 

nourishment...and which tastes terrible! 

● Contrast Jn 6:35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of 

life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and 

whoever believes in me shall never thirst. 

○ Deluded 

■ a deluded heart  

● As Ro 1:22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools... 

■ has led him astray.  

● Departed from the way of truth. 

■ Is there not a lie in my right hand? 

● Idols promise but do not deliver. 

○ In bondage 

■ he cannot deliver himself.   

● in bondage from which he cannot escape 

● As Ro 6:16 Do you not know that if you present 

yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves 

of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to 

death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 

 

  



 

Israel redeemed 44:21-23 

21 Remember these things, O Jacob, and Israel, for you are my servant; I formed you; you are my 

servant; O Israel, you will not be forgotten by me. 22 I have blotted out your transgressions like a cloud 

and your sins like mist; return to me, for I have redeemed you.  

● V21-22 The LORD speaks  

○ Remember these things, O Jacob 

■ Referring to the entire section about delivery from sin (43:22 - 44:20): need of 

redemption, promise of redemption and restoration, the only God, the folly of 

idolatry 

■ Primary importance of mind and memory 

○ you are my servant; 

■ 2x for emphasis  

■ A position of privilege: chosen to serve God 

○ I formed you;  

■ A people created by God 

■ Contrast idols created by people. 

○ O Israel, you will not be forgotten by me. 

■ Paired with “remember”. Here it is the LORD who remembers. 

○ I have blotted out  

■ Wiped clean. Removed all trace. 

○ your transgressions like a cloud and your sins like mist 

■ Picture of an insubstantial mist that the wind clears away 

○ return to me, for I have redeemed you 

■ Return to me.   

● A command 

■ for I have redeemed you 

● What enables obedience 

● Redemption is not a reward for repentance but its cause. 

● Redemption  is finally accomplished at the cross but so certain that the 

prophet can speak as if it has already taken place. 

■ As Peter preaching on Pentecost in Acts 2:38: Repent and be baptized every one 

of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins… 

 

  



 

● V23 Creation rejoices 

23 Sing, O heavens, for the LORD has done it; shout, O depths of the earth; break forth into singing, O 

mountains, O forest, and every tree in it! For the LORD has redeemed Jacob, and will be glorified in 

Israel. 

● Sing, O heavens...O depths of the earth 

○ All creation rejoices because it is redeemed from the curse of sin 

○ As Ro 8:21 ...creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and 

obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 

● for the Lord has done it;  

○ A salvation that the LORD has accomplished. 

● every tree in it 

○ Idolaters cut down trees.  Redemption frees them to rejoice in the LORD 

● For the Lord has redeemed Jacob,  

○ All creation is redeemed when God’s people are redeemed. As Ro 8:19 For the 

creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 

○ The redemption is accomplished by Jesus Christ on the cross. 

● and will be glorified in Israel. 

○ Glorification will come when Jesus appears. 

○ 1 Jn 3:2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet 

appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we 

shall see him as he is. 

 

 

  



Discussion 

We will break into three groups for discussion.  The questions are 

1.   And you are my witnesses 44:8 

a. Being a witness for God 

2. The folly of idolatry 44:9-20 

a. Of the earth 

b. Made by man for the service of man 

c. The effects of idolatry 

3. God’s people redeemed 44:21:23 

a. Remember 

b. I have forgiven you. 

c. Return to Me. 

 

Remember to worship the Lord:  (1) See  (2) Know (3) Respond 

 

For next week:  Review 40:1 - 44:23 
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