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Acts 1:13–26  

13  And when they had entered, they went up into the upper room where they were 

staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and 

Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son of 

James.  

14  These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and 

Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.  

15  And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples (altogether the number 

of names was about a hundred and twenty), and said,  

16  “Men and brethren, this Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke 

before by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who 

arrested Jesus;  

17  for he was numbered with us and obtained a part in this ministry.”  

18  (Now this man purchased a field with the wages of iniquity. 19And it became known to 

all those dwelling in Jerusalem; so that field is called in their own language, Akel 

Dama, that is, Field of Blood.)  

20  “For it is written in the Book of Psalms: ‘Let his dwelling place be desolate, And let no 

one live in it’; and, ‘Let another take his office.’  

21  “Therefore, of these men who have accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus 

went in and out among us,  

22  beginning from the baptism of John to that day when He was taken up from us, one 

of these must become a witness with us of His resurrection.”  

23  And they proposed two: Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and 

Matthias.  

24  And they prayed and said, “You, O Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which of 

these two You have chosen  

25  to take part in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas by transgression fell, 

that he might go to his own place.”  

26  And they cast their lots, and the lot fell on Matthias. And he was numbered with the 

eleven apostles. 
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The Preparation for Pentecost 

Acts 1:13-26 

 
INTRO: 
 
 How important is the Word of God to you? If God made every copy of the Bible disappear 
would you miss it? How much authority does God’s Word have in our thinking? These are all 
questions that should flood our minds when we read the record of the calling of Matthias in 
Acts 1. 
  I. Waiting Apostles (verse 13-14) 
II. Preparing Apostles (v. 15-26) 
 
I. Waiting Apostles (verse 13-14) 
 
Acts 1:13-14    “And when they had entered, they went up into the upper room 
where they were staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; 
Bartholomew and Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; 
and Judas the son of James. These all continued with one accord in prayer and 
supplication, with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His 
brothers.” 

 
A. Acts is a book of history, so it continues the record of the Apostles returning to 
Jerusalem. Eleven Apostles are named because Judas Iscariot was a traitor. We learn in 
Matthew’s Gospel that after he had betrayed Jesus, he flung the thirty pieces of silver down 
in the temple and went out and killed himself. 
 
B. Two observations need to be made in these two verses. First, the Apostles, the rest of the 
120 folks who made up the believers at that time, spend their time waiting united in prayer. 
We also need to be a church always praying and united in doing God’s will. Do you 
Remember Daniel in Daniel 9? When Daniel realized the time designated for the end of 
the captivity was near, he prayed that God would carry out His promise. We too should pray 
often that God will accomplish His will. We read also in Matthew 6 how we should pray, 
“Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” (v.10) Is 
there a chance that will not happen? 
 
C. Second, notice that Mary is not given an exalted place in the church. She is a part of the 
group as a whole. 
 

II. Preparing Apostles (v. 15-26) 
 
Acts 1:15-17    “And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples 
(altogether the number of names was about a hundred and twenty), and said, 
‘Men and brethren, this Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke 
before by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those 
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who arrested Jesus; for he was numbered with us and obtained a part in this 
ministry.’” 
 

A. A part of waiting was praying. It also involved taking care of the Lord’s business. Peter 
stands up in the midst of these Apostles and directs the body in the choice of Judas’ 
replacement. This passage has become the source for many speculations. Most of them 
surround whether Peter made a mistake in appointing Matthias in Judas Iscariot’s place. 
They argue he should have waited until the Holy Spirit was given. Note, the Bible never even 
comments on what Peter did. In Matthew 19:28, the Lord Jesus Himself promised the 
disciples would sit on twelve thrones ruling over the tribes of Israel. It is entirely possible 
this is a job the Lord Jesus assigned to Peter before His ascension. 
 
B. Central to this entire record was Peter’s confidence in the authority of Scripture. Peter 

said,  

“Men and brethren, this Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke 

before by the mouth of David concerning Judas.”  

The scripture Peter referred to was from two of David’s Psalms. 

Acts 1:20    “For it is written in the Book of Psalms: ‘Let his dwelling place be 

desolate, And let no one live in it’; and, ‘Let another take his office.’” 

Obviously, Peter did not understand the Scriptures as something to be taken lightly. It was 

serious business to be obedient to the Word of God. God always keeps His Word. 

 

C. To be an Apostle involved unique qualifications.  

Acts 1:21-22    “Therefore, of these men who have accompanied us all the time 

that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of 

John to that day when He was taken up from us, one of these must become a 

witness with us of His resurrection.” 
Therefore, two men were nominated and by the casting of lots, Matthias was chosen. 

 
Now what do we learn from this? 
 
We learn what it means to wait upon God. Why was it so necessary for the ten days before the 
Spirit of God to be given? We do not know? God’s timing is perfect and so we have to learn to 
wait upon Him. What do we do while we wait? These disciples prayed in complete unity of 
heart to the Lord, and they sought to obey the Scriptures. While we do not have anything as 
important as appointing Matthias to do, we still need to obey God as we wait for Him. 
 
We learn how important our submission and respect for the Word of God is. Twice in this 
paragraph Peter underlined that they must keep the Scriptures and do what they say must be 
done. Are we also willing to allow God to direct us through His book? 
 

  


