
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 10-18-09 PM NOTES 
“WHY YOU SHOULD NOT BE ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL” 

ROMANS 1:16-17 
#7 in Series, “Verse by Verse through Romans” 

 
2 Corinthians 11:23b-27 (NKJV) 23 “…in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons 
more frequently, in deaths often. 24 From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one. 25 Three 
times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have 
been in the deep; 26 in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own 
countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in 
perils among false brethren; 27 in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in 
fastings often, in cold and nakedness”.  
 
 
“These considerations, it seems to me, constitute a most important test as to what is really the true 
gospel. You can really test what is being preached by one particular criterion, and it is this: the gospel of 
Jesus Christ is always offensive to the natural man. The gospel of Jesus Christ is always exposed to this 
charge of ridicule and contempt. And because of this, one of the best ways of testing the preaching or 
exposition of the gospel is just that – Is it offensive to the natural man? Will it annoy the natural man? Will 
the natural man hate it? I assert that if it does not do that, there is something wrong with it somewhere. 
The gospel of Jesus Christ is not popular with the natural man. He is against it.”  
                                                                                                                                    - Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
 
 
 
“In the sixteenth and seventeenth verses of Romans one, we come to sentences that are the most 
important in the letter and perhaps in all literature. They are the theme of this epistle and the essence of 
Christianity. They are the heart of biblical religion.”  
                                                                                                                                                - James Boice 
 
I.       You Should Not Be Ashamed Because of the Power of the Gospel (V16a) 
 

Romans 1:16a (AMP) “For I am not ashamed of the Gospel (good news) of Christ, for it is God’s 
power working…”   
 
Jeremiah 13:23 (NKJV) “Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots? Then may 
you also do good who are accustomed to do evil.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
II.      You Should Not Be Ashamed Because of the Provision of the Gospel (V16b) 
 

 
“That one word saved is enough to make the heart dance as long as life remains. ‘Saved!’ Let us 
hang out our banners and set the bells ringing. Saved! What a sweet sound it is to the man who is 
wrecked and sees the vessel going down, but at that moment discovers that the lifeboat is near and 
will rescue him from the sinking ship … But to be rescued from sin and hell is a greater salvation 
still, and demands a louder joy. We will sing it in life and whisper it in death and chant it throughout 
eternity.”  

- Charles Spurgeon 
 



 
III.     You Should Not Be Ashamed Because of the Plan of the Gospel (V16c) 
 

Ephesians 2:9 (NKJV) “not of works, lest anyone should boast.” 
 
Romans 4:5 (NKJV) “But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, 
his faith is accounted for righteousness” 
 
 
“Faith is the trunk of the tree whose roots represent grace, and whose fruit symbolizes good works. 
It is the coupling that connects man’s train with God’s engine. It is the sinner’s empty hand 
stretched out to God, the Giver. It is from start to finish, God’s gift.”  
                                                                                                                             - William Hendriksen 
 
Ephesians 2:8 (NKJV) “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God”. 
 
 
 
“Human nature’s way of salvation is, ‘Do, do, do.’ But God’s way of salvation is, ‘Done, done, it is 
all done.’ You have but to rely by faith on the atonement which Christ accomplished on the cross.” 

- Charles Spurgeon 
 
 
IV.      You Should Not Be Ashamed Because of the Penetration of the Gospel (V16d) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
V.       You Should Not Be Ashamed Because of the Product of the Gospel (V17) 
 

 
 
Righteousness – The saving activity of God whereby God puts people right with Himself. 
 
Romans 3:10 (NKJV) "There is none righteous, no, not one”.  
 
2 Corinthians 5:21 (NKJV) “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him.” 
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