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THE COMING OF ELIJAH 
 
Mark 9:11-13 
 

11 And they asked him, saying, Why say the scribes that |Elijah| must first 
come? 12 And he answered and told them, |Elijah| verily cometh first, and 
restoreth all things; and how it is written of the Son of man, that he must 
suffer many things, and be set at nought. 13 But I say unto you, That |Elijah| is 
indeed come, and they have done unto him whatsoever they |wanted|, as it is 
written of him (KJV). 

 
The Transfiguration was over, Elijah, Moses and Jesus returned to their present domains. 
Jesus was no longer a radiantly luminescent figure and Moses and Elijah had gone back to 
Heaven. Now the disciples asked Him a question saying, “Why say the scribes that Elias 
must first come?” The Scribes were referring to the text in Malachi where that prophet 
said that Elijah must first come before the great and terrible Day of the Lord. The Day of 
the Lord is an Old Testament term for the Great Tribulation. 
 
Malachi 3:1-4; 4:5-6 
 

 3 1Behold, I send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and 
the Lord, whom ye seek, will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger 
of the covenant, whom ye desire, behold, he cometh, saith Jehovah of hosts. 
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2But who can abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he 
appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: 3and he will sit 
as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi, and 
refine them as gold and silver; and they shall offer unto Jehovah offerings in 
righteousness. 4Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant 
unto Jehovah, as in the days of old, and as in ancient years (ASV 1901). 
 
4 5Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and terrible day 
of Jehovah come. 6And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, 
and the heart of the children to their fathers; lest I come and smite the earth 
with a curse (ASV 1901). 

 
Because Elijah was at the Transfiguration it confirmed Jesus as the Messiah. Jesus 
mentioned His death and Resurrection, which gave the disciples some indication that the 
end of all things must be near. So they were wondering due to the Scribes teaching that 
first must come Elijah to make spiritual preparation, especially repentance for the Nation 
Israel before the appearance of the Messiah. So now that their belief in Jesus as the 
Messiah was confirmed with the Transfiguration they did not understand the sequence of 
events because Elijah was not here and had only made a brief appearance with Moses. 
This was not what the Scribes taught and did not seem to be a fulfillment of the Malachi 
prophecy. The key to understanding the Scribes teaching, Jesus’ statements and the 
bewilderment of the disciples was one of timing. Jesus would have two advents. He was in 
the world physically to announce the Kingdom being “At Hand” as well as to suffer and 
die for the sins of mankind as well as to cleanse the Heavenly Tabernacle polluted by the 
sin of Satan. 
 
Jesus affirmed that Elijah did indeed have to come and will come before the Messiah and 
would restore (teach repentance) before both advents of the Messiah. This did not mean 
that the Messiah did not have to suffer much and be rejected as prophesied in Psalm 22, 
Isaiah 53:3 and Daniel 9:26. Jesus then declared that Elijah had already come which must 
have puzzled them even more because Elijah’s appearance on the Mount of 
Transfiguration while stunning was hardly a fulfillment of the Malachi passages. What did 
Jesus mean? Matthew provides a more complete explanation of what Jesus meant by 
saying, “That Elias is indeed come, and they have done unto him whatsoever they listed, 
as it is written of him.” This was the genuine significance of John the Baptist to be a 
forerunner announcing the Messiah. 
 
Matthew 17:12-13 
 

12 But I say unto you, That |Elijah| is come already, and they knew him not, 
but have done unto him whatsoever they |wanted|. Likewise shall also the Son 
of man suffer of them. 13 Then the disciples understood that he spake unto 
them of John the Baptist (KJV). 

 
Clearly Jesus was speaking of John the Baptist as the forerunner of Jesus who was badly 
mistreated. Elijah was badly mistreated by King Ahab and Queen Jezebel and had to flee 
for his life (I Kings 19). This did not stop him from speaking the truth for the Lord against 
them. John the Baptist was beheaded by Herod (Mark 6:14-29. Scripture had prophesied 
this all.  
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In saying these things about John the Baptist Jesus was affirming several things. One truth 
is seldom met with acceptance in the world. The same group that would ultimately have 
Him killed did not want to hear what John the Baptist said to them as he called them a 
brood of vipers (Luke 3:7) declaring their need to repent. Two Jesus would have two 
advents. The Scribes and other powers that be at that time generally did not accept Him as 
their Messiah so they were still waiting for Him to be announced by Elijah. Therefore they 
said. “that |Eljah| must first come.” Three, John the Baptist was a partial fulfillment of the 
Malachi prophecy for Jesus first advent but Elijah will also come again before the Second 
coming of Jesus at the end of the Great Tribulation. Because of Jesus’ statements on the 
suffering of Elijah and the Malachi prophecy conservative Bible teachers see Elijah as one 
of the two unnamed witnesses in the Great Tribulation. 
 
Revelation 11:3-13 
 

3 And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a 
thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 4 These are 
the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the 
earth. 5 And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and 
devoureth their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this 
manner be killed. 6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the 
days of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, 
and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will. 7 And when they 
shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the 
bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill 
them. 8 And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which 
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 
9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their 
dead bodies three days and a half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be 
put in graves. 10 And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, 
and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these two 
prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth. 11 And after three days and a 
half the spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their 
feet; and great fear fell upon them, which saw them. 12 And they heard a great 
voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to 
heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them. 13 And the same hour was 
there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the 
earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were 
affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven (KJV). 

 
ELIJAH 
 
The name Elijah in Hebrew is Eliyahu, which means Yahweh, is God. The Scriptures give 
hardly any information regarding his family or background except he was a Tishbite 
which from the land of Gilead on the eastern bank of the Jordan River. He lived primarily 
during the reigns of kings Ahab (874–853 B.C.) and Ahaziah (853–852 B.C.) of the 
Northern ten tribal area named Israel. The biblical account of Elijah runs from 1 Kings 17 
to 2 Kings 2.  
 
God ordained Elijah a prophet at a critical period in Israel’s life. He only prophesied to the 
northern kingdom, which was in its strongest position since the civil war and its separation 
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from the southern two tribal region kingdom. The Northern King Omri (885–874 B.C.) had 
adopted a policy of trade and friendly relations with the Phoenicians. As part of the trade 
arrangement to solidify their relationship, Omri gave his son Ahab in marriage to Jezebel, 
the daughter of Ethbaal, king of Tyre. She was a pagan occultist who introduced Baal 
worship to Israel. This occultic religion quickly spread and then threatened the kingdom’s 
existence. Elijah was sent to Israel and its leaders to forgo the occult and turn back to the 
Lord through his prophetic message and miracles.  
 
 In the 1920s a large collection of tablets was discovered in Syria in the location of ancient 
Ugarit, called Ras Shamra more modern times. These tablets were written in cuneiform, 
the small wedge-shaped writing baked into the clay tablets. In these tablets is a 
tremendous amount of information about the ancient Canaanite culture and their occultic 
activities.  From these tablets archaeologists learned some of the details regarding Baal 
worship and the other gods of Canaan, the whole corrupt religious system that Elijah and 
Elisha had to deal with. The following is a summary of Elijah’s miracles.  
 
Elijah began his recorded ministry by telling Ahab that the nation would suffer a drought 
until the prophet himself announced its end (1 Kings 17:1). He thus repeated Moses’ 
warning (Leviticus 26:14–39; Deuteronomy 28:15–68) of the consequences of turning 
away from God. 
 
 

I. Withholding the Rain and Food Miraculously Provided (1 Kings 17:1-7) 
 

1 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the sojourners of Gilead, said unto Ahab, 
As Jehovah, the God of Israel, liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be 
dew nor rain these years, but according to my word. 2And the word of Jehovah 
came unto him, saying, 3Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide 
thyself by the brook Cherith, that is before the Jordan. 4And it shall be, that 
thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee 
there. 5So he went and did according unto the word of Jehovah; for he went 
and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before the Jordan. 6And the ravens 
brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the 
evening; and he drank of the brook. 7And it came to pass after a while, that the 
brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land (ASV 1901). 

 
II. The Oil and the Grain Multiplied (1 Kings 17:8-16) 

 
8And the word of Jehovah came unto him, saying, 9Arise, get thee to 
Zarephath, which belongeth to Sidon, and dwell there: behold, I have 
commanded a widow there to sustain thee. 10So he arose and went to 
Zarephath; and when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was 
there gathering sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a 
little water in a vessel, that I may drink. 11And as she was going to fetch it, he 
called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thy hand. 
12And she said, As Jehovah thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but a handful of 
meal in the jar, and a little oil in the cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two 
sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and 
die. 13And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said; but 
make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it forth unto me, and afterward 
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make for thee and for thy son. 14For thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, The 
jar of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that 
Jehovah sendeth rain upon the earth. 15And she went and did according to the 
saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat many days. 16The jar 
of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of 
Jehovah, which he spake by Elijah (ASV 1901). 

  
III. The Child Restored to Life and Health (1 Kings 17:17-24) 

 
And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the mistress 
of the house, fell sick; and his sickness was so sore, that there was no breath 
left in him. 18And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou 
man of God? thou art come unto me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to 
slay my son! 19And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he took him out of 
her bosom, and carried him up into the chamber, where he abode, and laid 
him upon his own bed. 20And he cried unto Jehovah, and said, O Jehovah my 
God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by 
slaying her son? 21And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and 
cried unto Jehovah, and said, O Jehovah my God, I pray thee, let this child’s 
soul come into him again. 22And Jehovah hearkened unto the voice of Elijah; 
and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived. 23And Elijah 
took the child, and brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and 
delivered him unto his mother; and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth. 24And the 
woman said to Elijah, Now I know that thou art a man of God, and that the 
word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth (ASV 1901). 

  
IV. Sacrifice Consumed by Fire from Heaven (1 Kings 18) 

 
16So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him; and Ahab went to meet Elijah. 
17And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Is it 
thou, thou troubler of Israel? 18And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; 
but thou, and thy father’s house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments 
of Jehovah, and thou hast followed the Baalim. 19Now therefore send, and 
gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four 
hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the Asherah four hundred, that eat at 
Jezebel’s table. 20So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered 
the prophets together unto mount Carmel. 21And Elijah came near unto all the 
people, and said, How long go ye limping between the two sides? if Jehovah 
be God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him 
not a word. 22Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, am left a 
prophet of Jehovah; but Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty men. 23Let 
them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for 
themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, and put no fire under; 
and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on the wood, and put no fire 
under. 24And call ye on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of 
Jehovah; and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the 
people answered and said, It is well spoken. 25And Elijah said unto the 
prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for 
ye are many; and call on the name of your god, but put no fire under. 26And 
they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on 
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the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But 
there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped about the altar 
which was made. 27And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and 
said, Cry aloud; for he is a god: either he is musing, or he is gone aside, or he 
is on a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth and must be awaked. 28And they 
cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lances, till 
the blood gushed out upon them. 29And it was so, when midday was past, that 
they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening oblation; but there 
was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. 30And Elijah said 
unto all the people, Come near unto me; and all the people came near unto 
him. And he repaired the altar of Jehovah that was thrown down. 31And Elijah 
took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, 
unto whom the word of Jehovah came, saying, Israel shall be thy name. 32And 
with the stones he built an altar in the name of Jehovah; and he made a trench 
about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed. 33And he put 
the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid it on the wood. And 
he said, Fill four jars with water, and pour it on the burnt-offering, and on the 
wood. 34And he said, Do it the second time; and they did it the second time. 
And he said, Do it the third time; and they did it the third time. 35And the 
water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water. 
36And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening oblation, that 
Elijah the prophet came near, and said, O Jehovah, the God of Abraham, of 
Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and 
that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. 37Hear 
me, O Jehovah, hear me, that this people may know that thou, Jehovah, art 
God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. 38Then the fire of 
Jehovah fell, and consumed the burnt-offering, and the wood, and the stones, 
and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39And when all 
the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, Jehovah, he is God; 
Jehovah, he is God. 40And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; 
let not one of them escape. And they took them; and Elijah brought them down 
to the brook Kishon, and slew them there (ASV 1901). 

 
 

V. Ahaziah’s Soldiers Consumed (2 Kings 1:9-14) 
 

9Then the king sent unto him a captain of fifty with his fifty. And he went up to 
him: and, behold, he was sitting on the top of the hill. And he spake unto him, 
O man of God, the king hath said, Come down. 10And Elijah answered and 
said to the captain of fifty, If I be a man of God, let fire come down from 
heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And there came down fire from 
heaven, and consumed him and his fifty. 11And again he sent unto him another 
captain of fifty and his fifty. And he answered and said unto him, O man of 
God, thus hath the king said, Come down quickly. 12And Elijah answered and 
said unto them, If I be a man of God, let fire come down from heaven, and 
consume thee and thy fifty. And the fire of God came down from heaven, and 
consumed him and his fifty. 13And again he sent the captain of a third fifty with 
his fifty. And the third captain of fifty went up, and came and fell on his knees 
before Elijah, and besought him, and said unto him, O man of God, I pray 
thee, let my life, and the life of these fifty thy servants, be precious in thy sight. 
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14Behold, there came fire down from heaven, and consumed the two former 
captains of fifty with their fifties; but now let my life be precious in thy sight 
(ASV 1901). 

 
VI. Jordan River Parted 

 
6And Elijah said unto him, Tarry here, I pray thee; for Jehovah hath sent me 
to the Jordan. And he said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not 
leave thee. And they two went on. 7And fifty men of the sons of the prophets 
went, and stood over against them afar off: and they two stood by the Jordan. 
8And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, 
and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry 
ground (ASV 1901). 

  
VII. The Translation of Elijah (2 Kings 2:11-12) 

 
11And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there 
appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, which parted them both 
asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 12And Elisha saw it, 
and he cried, My father, my father, the chariots of Israel and the horsemen 
thereof! And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and 
rent them in two pieces (ASV 1901). 

 
In modern Judaism each Passover, a special cup of wine is filled and put on the Seder 
table. During the Seder, the door of the house is opened and everyone stands to allow 
Elijah the Prophet (Eliyahu ha-Navi) to enter and drink. At every circumcision (bris), a 
chair is also set-aside for Elijah. At the conclusion of Shabbat, Jews sing about Elijah, 
hoping he will come "speedily, in our days...along with the Messiah, son of David, to 
redeem us." 
 

                                        
 
                       Elijah’s chair used in the Bris from Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elijah 
 
 
Because Elijah left the earth without dying there has been a tremendous amount of 
folklore generated over him. There is actually more folklore stories than that found in 
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Scripture. They range from short observations of animal happiness to the nature of God’s 
justice, all attributed to Elijah’s intervention in time and space and the uncertainty of his 
return. 
 
ELIJAH’S CAVE 
 
In Haifa, Israel at Cape Carmel this small cave is an interesting place. It's sacred to people 
of Jewish, Christian, Muslim and Druze religions, which generated a lot different myths 
and folktales, which are told about the cave. You can see people (mostly women) of 
different religions and cultures come there to pray, mainly for good health and for fertility. 
Many claim that miracles have been realized due to the cave and the special spiritual 
nature it is given by the people of Israel. It is a well-attended tourist stop. 
 
 

                  
 

                               
        http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Elijah's_cave_1_(3).JPG 
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