
Revelation Lesson 13
Touring The Seven Cities 

Revelation 1:11  Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a 
book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto 
Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.

Last week we looked at part 1 of Revelation 1:11. We were about to start touring the 7 Cities where the 
7 Churches were located but I thought it prudent to take a break, not to rush and to allow time for  
digesting what we've learned thus far. For tonight's lesson, you would do well to find your handout map 
(hopefully the one from Lesson 10) or use one in your Bible.

unto Ephesus, -It means permitted. The capital of the Roman province of Asia, and an illustrious city 
in the district of Ionia, nearly opposite the island of Samos.

Buildings.  -- Conspicuous at  the head of the harbor  of Ephesus was the great  temple of Diana or 
Artemis,  the  tutelary  divinity  of  the  city.  This  building  was  raised  on  immense  substructions,  in 
consequence of the swampy nature of the ground. The earlier temple, which had been begun before the 
Persian war, was burnt down in the night when Alexander the Great was born; and another structure,  
raise  by  the  enthusiastic  co-operation  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  "Asia,"  had  taken  its  place.  The 
magnificence of this sanctuary was a proverb throughout the civilized world. In consequence of this 
devotion the city of Ephesus was called neo'koros, Act_19:35, or "warden" of Diana.

Another consequence of the celebrity of Diana's worship at Ephesus was that a large manufacturing 
section grew up there of portable shrines, which strangers purchased, and devotees carried with them 
on journeys or set up in the houses. The  theatre, into which the mob who had seized on Paul, Acts 
19:29, rushed, was capable of holding 25,000 or 30,000 persons, and was the largest ever built by the 
Greeks. The stadium or circus, 685 feet long by 200 wide, where the Ephesians held their shows, is 
probably referred to by Paul as the place where he "fought with beasts at Ephesus." 1Co_15:32.

Connection  with  Christianity --  The  Jews  were  established  at  Ephesus  in  considerable  numbers. 
Act_2:9;  Act_6:9.  It  is  here  and  here  only  that  we  find  disciples  of  John  the  Baptist  explicitly 
mentioned after the ascension of Christ. Act_18:25; Act_19:3. The first seeds of Christian truth were 
possibly sown here immediately after the great Pentecost. Act_2:1. St. Paul remained in the place more 
than  two  years,  Act_19:8;  Act_19:10;  Act_20:31,  during  which  he  wrote  the  First  Epistle  to  the 
Corinthians. At a later period, Timothy was set over the disciples, as we learn from the two Epistles 
addressed to him. Among St. Paul's other companions, two, Trophimus and Tychicus, were natives of 
Asia,  Act_20:4, and the latter was probably,  2Ti_4:12, the former certainly,  Act_21:29, a native of 
Ephesus.

Present condition. -- The whole place is now utterly desolate, with the exception of the small Turkish 
village at Ayasaluk. The ruins are of vast extent.

and unto Smyrna,  - It means  bitter or myrrh. A city of Asia Minor, situated on the Aegean Sea, 40 
miles north of Ephesus. Allusion is made to it in Rev_2:8-11. The original city was destroyed in 627 
BC. Thus the ‘modern’ city we know was founded by Alexander the Great, and was situated twenty 
shadesm (2 1/2 miles)m from the city of the same name, which, after a long series of wars with the  
Lydians, had been finally taken and sacked by Halyattes. The ancient city was built by some piratical 



Greeks 1500 years before  Christ. It seems not impossible that the message to the church in Smyrna 
contains allusions to the ritual of the pagan mysteries which prevailed in that city. Of the pagan rites 
and rituals in the city, we know that there was a Temple for every Roman Emperor there of note the 
Emperor worship was conducted in the Temple of Tiberius. It was a center of the worship of Cybele, 
the mother of the gods, which resulted in much fornication. Cybele also contended for worship with 
Bacchus, the god of wine, so this too was a heavy drinking town. Also there were many Jews in the 
city.

In the time of Strabo, the ruins of the old Smyrna still existed, and were partially inhabited, but the new 
city was one of the most beautiful in all Asia. The streets were laid out as near as might be at right 
angles. There was a large public library there, and also a handsome building surrounded with porticos, 
which  served  as  a  museum.  It  was  consecrated  as  a  heroum or  monument to  Homer,  whom the 
Smyrnaeans  claimed  as  a  countryman.  Olympian  games  were  celebrated  here,  and  excited  great 
interest. (Smyrna is still a large city of 180,000 to 200,000 inhabitants, of which a larger proportion are  
Franks  than  in  any other  town in  Turkey;  20,000 are  Greeks,  9000 Jews,  8000 Armenians,  1000 
Europeans, and the rest are Muslims although today it is called Izmir).

and unto Pergamos,  - It means height, elevation. A city of Mysia, about 3 miles to the north of the 
river Caicus, and 20 miles from its present mouth. It was the residence, of a dynasty of Greek princes,  
founded after the time of Alexander the Great, and usually called the Attalic dynasty, from its founder, 
Attalus. The sumptuousness of the Attalic princes hall raised Pergamos to the rank of the first city in 
Asia as regards splendor.

The city was noted for its vast, library, containing 200,000 volumes. Here were splendid temples of 
Zeus or Jupiter, Athene, Apollo and Aesculapius. One of "the seven churches of Asia" was in Pergamos. 
Rev_1:11; Rev_2:12-17. It is called "Satan's seat" by John, which some suppose to refer to the worship 
of Aesculapius, from the serpent being his characteristic emblem. Others refer it to the persecutions of 
Christians, which was the work of Satan. The modern name of the city is Bergama. Also, we get our 
word Parchment (animal skin used for writing) from this city's name.

and unto Thyatira, - It means City of Labour.  A city on the Lycus, founded by Seleucus I Nicator, lay 
to the left of the road from Pergamos to Sardis, 27 miles from the latter city, and on the very confines of 
Mysia and Ionia, so as to be sometimes reckoned, within the one and, sometimes, within the other. It  
also was an important  military post.  Dyeing apparently formed an important  part  of  the industrial 
activity of Thyatira, as it did of that of Colossae and Laodicea. It is first mentioned in connection with 
Lydia,  "a  seller  of  purple."  Act_16:14.  One  of  the  Seven  Churches  of  Asia  was  established  here. 
Rev_2:18-29. Interestingly there was Emperor worship within the city limits.  

The principal deity of the city was Apollo; but there was another superstition, of an extremely curious 
nature, which seems to have been brought thither, by some of the corrupted Jews of the dispersed 
tribes. A fane stood outside the walls, dedicated to Sambatha -- the name of the sibyl who is sometimes 
called Chaldean, sometimes Jewish, sometimes Persian -- in the midst of an enclosure designated "the 
Chaldaeans' court."

This seems to lend an illustration to the obscure passage in Rev_2:20-21, which some interpret of the 
wife of the bishop. Now, there is evidence to show that in Thyatira, there was a great amalgamation of 
races. If the sibyl Sambatha was in reality a Jewess, lending her aid to the amalgamation of different 



religions, and not discountenanced by the authorities of the Judeo-Christian Church at Thyatira, both 
the censure and its qualification become easy of explanation.  (The present name of the city is  ak-
Hissar, ("white castle"). It has a reputation for the manufacture of scarlet cloth. Its present population is 
15,000 to 20,000. There are nine mosques. -- Editor).

and unto Sardis, - It means Those who come out. A city of Asia Minor , and capital of Lydia, situated 
about two miles to the south of the river Hermus, just below the range of Tmolus, on a spur of which its 
Acropolis was built. It was 60 miles northeast of Smyrna. It was the ancient residence of the kings of  
Lydia,  among  them  Croesus,  proverbial  for  his  immense  wealth.  Cyrus  is  said  to  have  taken 
$600,000,000 worth of treasure form the city when he captured it, B.C. 548.

Sardis was, in very early times, both from the extremely fertile character of the neighboring region, and 
from its convenient position, a commercial mart of importance. The art of dyeing wool is said to have 
been invented there. In the year 214 B.C., it was taken and sacked by the army of Antiochus, the Great. 
Afterward, it passed under the dominion of the kings of Pergamos. Its productive soil must always have 
continued a source of wealth; but its importance as a central mart appears to have diminished, from the 
time of the invasion of Asia by Alexander.

The  massive  temple  of  Cybele  still  bears  witness,  in  its  fragmentary  remains,  to  the  wealth  and 
architectural skill of the people that raised it. On the north side of the Acropolis, overlooking the valley 
of the Hermus, is a theatre nearly 400 feet in diameter, attached to a stadium of about 1000 feet. There 
are still considerable remains of the ancient city at Sert-Kalessi. Travellers describe the appearance of 
the locality as that of complete solitude. The only passage in which it is mentioned in the Bible is 
Rev_3:1-6.

and unto Philadelphia, - It means city of brotherly love. A town on the confines of Lydia and Phrygia 
Catacecaumene, 25 southeast of Sardis, and built by Attalus II, king of Pergamos, who died B.C. 138. It 
was situated on the lower slopes of Tmolus, and is still represented by a town called Allah-shehr, (city 
of God). Its elevation is 952 feet above the sea. The original population of Philadelphia seems to have 
been Macedonian; but there was, as appears from Lev_3:9, a synagogue of Hellenizing Jews there, as 
well as a Christian church. (It was the seat of one of "the seven churches of Asia.")

The locality was subject to constant earthquakes, which, in the time of Strabo, rendered even the town 
walls of Philadelphia unsafe. The expense of reparation was constant, and hence, perhaps, the poverty 
of  the  members  of  the  church.  Rev_3:8.  (The church was highly commended).  Rev_3:7-13.  Even 
Gibbon bears the following well-known testimony to the truth of the prophecy, "Because thou hast kept 
the word of my patience, I also will keep thee in the hour of temptation": "At a distance from the sea, 
forgotten by the (Greek) emperor encompassed, all sides by the Turks, her valiant citizens defended 
their religion and freedom above fourscore years.

Among the Greek colonies and churches of Asia, Philadelphia is still erect, a column in a scene of 
ruins." "The modern town (Allah-shehr,  city of God), although spacious, containing 3000 houses and 
10,000 inhabitants, is badly built; the dwellings are mean and the streets filthy. The inhabitants are 
mostly Turks. A few ruins are found, including remains of a wall, and about twenty-five churches. In 
one place are four strong marble pillars, which once supported the dome of a church. One of the old 
mosques  is  believed,  by the  native  Christians,  to  have  been  the  church,  in  which  assembled,  the 



primitive Christians addressed, in the Apocalypse." Whitney's Bible Geography).

and unto Laodicea. - It means justice of the people. A town in the Roman province of Asia, situated in 
the valley of the Maeander, on a small river called the Lycus, with Colossae and Hierapolis a few miles 
distant to the west. It is some 40 miles East of Ephesus. Built, or rather rebuilt, by Antiochus II the 
Syrian one of the Seleucid monarchs, and named in honor of Laodice, his wife, Laodicea became, 
under the Roman government, a place of some importance. Its trade was considerable and it lay on the 
line of a great road. It was a city of wealth. This is interesting in that during the year 62AD while Nero 
reigned, an earthquake destroyed the city, yet it was quickly rebuilt and wealth returned to those who 
dwelt therein. It was this wealth that greatly affected the Church located there.

Christianity was introduced into Laodicea, not, however, as it would seem, through the direct agency of 
St. Paul. We have good reason for believing that when, in writing from Rome to the Christians of 
Colossae, he sent a greeting to those of Laodicea, he had not personally visited either place. But the 
preaching of the gospel at Ephesus, Acts 18:19 & 19:41, must inevitably have resulted in the formation 
of churches in the neighboring cities, especially where Jews were settled; and there were Jews in 
Laodicea.

In subsequent times, it became a Christian city of eminence, the see of bishop and a meeting-place of 
councils. The Mohammedan invaders destroyed it, and it is now a scene of utter desolation, as was 
prophesied in Rev. 3:14-22 and the extensive ruins near Denislu justify all that we read of Laodicea in 
Greek and Roman writers.

Another biblical subject of interest is connected with Laodicea. From Col. 4:16, it appears that St. Paul 
wrote a letter to this place when he wrote the letter to Colossae. Ussher's view is that it was the same as 
the Epistle to the Ephesians, which was a circular letter sent to Laodicea among other places. The 
apocryphal (meaning it is not a deleted part of the Bible, it is MAN’S WORD NOT GOD’S) Epistola 
ad Laodicenses is a late and clumsy forgery.


