
Gospel of John Chapter 16A 

 

Jesus’ continued discussion of his impending departure caused His disciples great sorrow. 

 They loved him, they counted on him to lead them, to provide purpose and direction every 

day. Now he is leaving. 

 They really did not understand where he was going or how he would get there. 

 Like most of us (in similar circumstances) they were more concerned with their personal loss 

than they were with where he was going. (I might say) “We have left everything to follow 

you and now you are going away, where does that leave us?” 

 

John 16:5  But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you 

going?’ 6  But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 

7  Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, 

the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 

 

It is to your advantage (profitable for you) that I go away…. 

Let me try to illustrate how the Believers might benefit from Jesus’ departure: 

 One of your personal friends, someone you greatly admire and look up to, entered the 

political arena. He became the mayor of Pottstown and he dramatically turned the town 

around. Your friendship continued through the years of his local service and eventually he 

ran for the U.S. Senate. 

 You were with him on the night of the election watching together as the votes were counted. 

Excitement was building as the polls showed that your friend was winning. Finally the 

outcome was certain, the opponent gave his concession speech, the balloons were released, 

confetti was flying everywhere as the celebration began. 

 That time was so thrilling, so filled with joy; you said to your friend, “Let’s just stay here! 

Let’s live in this moment forever. Keep the champagne flowing and the balloons flying.” 

 BUT your friend brought you back to reality when he said, “It is time for me to GO. 

Washington is waiting. You will be much better off when I take my new position. It is for 

your good that I go.”  

 

This same Jesus, the one the disciples walked with every day is returning to the right hand of the 

Father. He will be given a name that is above every name. The days of his humiliation are 

coming to an end. He will be seen for who he truly is: the Lord of lords and King of kings. In his 

exalted position he ever lives to make intercession for the saints. 

 

When he leaves he promised to send ANOTHER helper. (allos parakletos) Another helper, 

comforter, advocate of the exact same kind. God the Father and God the Son have sent God the 

Holy Spirit to abide forever in the lives of all true believers. 

 

Last week we considered the identity of this promised Helper. 

 We found he is the Third Person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit, the one who, together with 

the Father and the Son created all that has been created. 

 He is the Spirit of Truth, Who inspired those who penned the Holy Scriptures and guides 

believers into all truth. 



 He is a witness, God’s spotlight, the one who illuminates the hearts of men and draws 

attention to the glorious person and work of Jesus Christ.  

 

This morning we will consider the work of the Holy Spirit in the World. (as described by John) 

John 16:7  Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not 

go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 8  And when he 

comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: 

9  concerning sin, because they do not believe in me;  10  concerning righteousness, because I go 

to the Father, and you will see me no longer;  11  concerning judgment, because the ruler of this 

world is judged. 

 

Redemption is a work of God that involves the entire Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 

 Father – is the orchestrator of redemption 

 

Ephesians 1: 3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4  even as he chose us in him before 

the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 

5  he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 

 Before the foundation of the world, for the display of his glory, in order to show his 

benevolent mercy God graciously chose to rescue men of his own choosing from the jaws of 

death not because of anything they had done but because of his great love. 

 

God the Son – secured man’s redemption: He purchased them through the sacrifice of his life on 

the cross of Calvary. His death did not make man redeemable, it actually redeemed them. 

Colossians 1: 21  And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 

22  he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and 

blameless and above reproach before him, 

 

The Holy Spirit has been sent to apply Christ’s redeeming work through what John describes as 

“CONVICTION.” 

 The word that John uses has 2 connotations:  

 

1. To convict in a judicial sense: When the gavel comes down in the courtroom and the 

judge issues his sentence. 

 Speaking of the great day of the Lord’s second coming:   

Jude 1:15 (The Lord comes) to execute judgment on all and to convict all the ungodly of all their 

deeds of ungodliness that they have committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh 

things that ungodly sinners have spoken against him.” 

 

2. To “CONVINCE” This is the illuminating work of the Spirit as he opens the blind eyes 

of men to see the truth about their lost condition.  (I could have had a V8) 

 The word is used in this way in 1 Corinthians 14: 24  But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever 

or outsider enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by all, 

 

 

 



Why does the World need the convicting work of the Holy Spirit? 

Romans 3:10  (Jew and Gentile alike are lost in sin)  as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not 

one; 11  no one understands; no one seeks for God. 12  All have turned aside; together they have 

become worthless; no one does good, not even one.” 

 

Eph 4:18  They (Gentiles) are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God 

because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. 19  They have become 

callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity. 

 

The convicting work of the Holy Spirit penetrates hearts that are steeped in sin, to overcome a 

sinner’s resistance to the gospel and bring them to saving faith in the Lord Jesus. 

 Like penetrating oil on an OLD exhaust system.  Rust has bonded the metal parts together in 

an unbreakable union. The oil penetrated the bolt, breaking the rust apart and releasing what 

was once an unbreakable bond. 

 

The convicting work of the Spirit is active in THREE areas: 

John 16: 8  And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and 

judgment: 

 And then John explains those 3 areas. 

9  concerning sin, because they do not believe in me;  

10  concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer;  

11  concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 

 

 “Concerning sin” (singular form of the word hamartias) The singular form of the word refers 

NOT to sin in general but specifically to the sin of UNBELIEF. because they do not believe in 

me; 

 It is important that we understand, it is the sin of unbelief that finally damns people to hell. 

ALL other sins are forgiven when a person savingly believes on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

John 3: 18  Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 

condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 

 The sole issue that determines people’s eternal destiny is how they respond to the convicting 

work of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Hebrews 11: 6  And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to 

God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 

John 3; 36  Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall 

not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. 

 

1. Second area  of the Spirit’s convicting work: concerning righteousness, because I go to 

the Father, and you will see me no longer;  

 THE VALUE OF A VISUAL EXAMPLE…  Putting a puzzle together..  10,000 pieces 

 You need a picture of what the end product should look like.   

 The teacher who provides an example to the class: (Building a bird house in shop) 

 Jesus was a living display of perfect righteousness. 

 



1 Peter 2: 22  He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 

 2 Corinthians 5:21, Hebrews 4:15, 1 John 3:5 all confirm Christ’s sinless perfection. 

 

The Holy Spirit shines a light on Jesus’ perfect righteousness: and that results in conviction. 

 Remember when Peter took Jesus out on the lake and Jesus encouraged him to let down his 

nets: Peter understood that this was a supernatural occurrence, the H.S. revealed Christ’s 

glory and at the same time Peter’s sinful condition.  

Luke 5: 8  When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, Depart from me; for I 

am a sinful man, O Lord. 

NOW Jesus is returning to the Father, When he ascends into heaven where can we find an 

example of perfect righteousness? (Your spouse? Your neighbor?)  

 The Spirit still points us to the Lord Jesus. His righteousness can be seen through the Spirit 

filled proclamation of the Gospel, like when Peter stood on the day of Pentecost: 

 

Acts 2: 22  “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God 

with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you 

yourselves know— 23  this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge 

of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24  God raised him up, loosing the 

pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it.  

 The greatest proof of Christ’s perfect righteousness is the resurrection. Because he lived a 

sinless life death could not hold him. 

 

36  Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and 

Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 37  Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, 

and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 

38  And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 

2. Concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 

11  concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 

 

Whenever sin and righteousness meet there is an immediate judgment of sin.  

The darkness of sin is exposed by the light of true righteousness and God’s righteous judgment is 

made manifest. 

 This was Isaiah’s experience: 

 

Isaiah 6:1 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted 

up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 

5 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst 

of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 

 All of us who have been born of God have had that “Woe is me” experience. The preaching 

of the Gospel brought about a realization of our own sinfulness and we encounter a foretaste 

of impending judgment. 

 Like the crowd who gathered on the day of Pentecost, we were cut to the heart. If we do not 

repent we will perish. 



 The reality of God’s righteous judgment brings about heartfelt repentance and in that place 

of true brokenness we look to Jesus for salvation.  

 

11  concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 

 

At the cross of Christ sin and death were destroyed and the one who holds the power of death, 

Satan was totally defeated. 

Hebrews 2: 14  Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook 

of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that 

is, the devil, 

 

John 12: 31  Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 

32  And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 

 

Even though Satan has been defeated and judged, the final sentence against him will not be 

carried out until the end of millennium. 

In the meantime he goes about as a roaring lion, seeking to devour the souls of men. 

The sobering warning to those who embrace the world system is that since its ruler will not 

escape judgment, neither will they, unless they repent. 

The Devils fate guarantees the judgment of every unrepentant sinner. 

 

There are only two possible responses to the convicting work of the spirit: repentance or 

rejection.  

Those who reject the spirits conviction will be hostile to the followers of Christ.  

Their end is eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his 

power. (2 Thess 1:9) 

 

Those who repent when the spirit convicts them will spend eternity in the inexpressible glory and 

joy of heaven. In this life they will face fiery trials persecution, but they will inevitably overcome 

because greater is he who is in them than he who is in the world 

 

 

 

 

 


