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“The Election of Grace” 

Introduction:  

     You all know that I love you, and you know that I would never try to teach you anything that was 
not Bible. And you know that everything that I have ever taught everything that I have every said I 
have had Scripture to back it up. There are three verses in John chapter six that I have been looking 
over and looking through, these three verses have been on my heart and on my mind for quite some 
time; the more that I think of them the more that I believe that the LORD wants me to share with 
the church.  

     Now we must realize and understand something friends. We must realize and understand that 
God is Sovereign, He is in complete control. He does not answer to anyone, He is not questioned by 
anyone, and He is in complete control. There is a doctrine in the Scripture, the doctrine of 
Predestination that people are just absolutely scared to death of. Many people reject it, many people 
will not listen to it, and many people will not have anything to do with it because they do not 
understand it.  

     But friends I’m here tonight to tell you that it’s real because God is Sovereign. He is in control, 
and He gives us this doctrine not to scare us. If you notice this evening, look around you tonight. I 
do believe that everyone in here has made a profession of faith as a matter of fact everyone in here 
has their name on that church book back there. But that doesn’t necessarily mean that they are 
saved, because I do not know your heart. So that is why I’m giving this tonight. You don’t give 
something like this to an audience that may have a lost person in it. You don’t give something like 
this to an audience where there is someone who needs to be saved because this doctrine can 
damage someone’s thinking of God, and thinking of Salvation and turn them off completely of God. 
Because this doctrine is not in the Scripture for them, it is not. The doctrine is in the Scriptures for 
who? For us, for the elect; to let us know one hundred percent without a shadow of a doubt that our 
God is Sovereign, our God is in control our God is in charge and what He says, that’s it its final you 
can take it to the bank. It is for us, it is for our assurance so that we may know. 

     You have heard me say this before; that we do not have control, we cannot take any credit for our 
salvation, and you know really you can’t. Not one ounce of credit can you take for your salvation. 
And if you could that would throw Romans chapter four straight out the window that would take 
Ephesians chapter two verses eight and nine and throw it right out the window.  

     For Paul said: For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. If we could take one ounce of credit for our salvation 
we would be able to rare back that thump ourselves on the chest and say look at what we have 
done. Look at what we have done! But friends I’m here to tell you tonight that it’s real, and we can 
have assurance and we can know beyond a shadow of a doubt that our God is Sovereign, and that 
our God has bestowed upon us His grace and made us His elect. 
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     In John chapter six there are three verses, they are scattered out throughout the chapter. This is 
the great chapter right here where Jesus gives the discourse on bread. Where He comes down and 
He says I am the bread of life. He said I am that which cometh down from above. Notice what Jesus 
says in John chapter six and verse sixty-five. 

John 6:65 

65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him 
of my Father. 

     No man can come; now let’s open up the floor tonight for a little bit of discussion because we may 
do teaching instead of preaching tonight. What is the difference between the words “can” and the 
word “may?”  Does anyone know right off the top of their head? Do you remember when you were 
in school and you raised your hand and said “teacher can I go to the bathroom?” What did your 
teacher tell you? “I don’t know can you?”  

      “May I.” – (Brother Gene) 

     And she corrected you didn’t she with “May I?” Why because the word can has to do with one 
word it’s called ability. You ask if you can do something because you do not know if you have the 
ability or not. You ask if you can do something and it’s whether or not you have the ability or not 
that gives you the opportunity to can. And then if you do have the ability you don’t need to ask if 
you can you just need to ask if you may.  Did I lose anybody? 

     We don’t ask if we can go to the bathroom, the correct English is may I? Oh course we are all from 
eastern Kentucky now, so we are not going to use correct English anyway are we? We are going to 
use what we grew up with. Because even I don’t say may I go to the restroom I say can I?  

     But I have complete and full ability to get up and walk to the restroom. So therefore I can go to 
the restroom. So I do not need to ask permission if I can, what I need to be doing is asking 
permission “May I go to the restroom?” 

     And Jesus said here, that no man can come unto me, not may come unto me, but He said no man 
can come unto me unless what, it were given unto him of my Father. It must be given unto him by my 
Father, he doesn’t have the ability. It doesn’t matter how many times he gets called, he does not 
have the ability.  

     God’s Grace is not God looking down and saying I’m going to save these and I’m not going to save 
these. But God’s Grace is Him looking down upon all of humanity and saying they are all totally 
fallen, they are all depraved but I’m not going to let all of mankind go to hell, but I’m going to 
bestow grace upon these few and these few over here I’m just going to leave them alone. I’m not 
going to do anything with them does He work actively in their life to bring about sin and cause 
damnation and doom? He doesn’t have to why because He has left them alone to their own will. 
They are totally depraved and they will work all of that out their selves. He has not bestowed upon 
the measure of grace and the measure of faith needed to be saved from the beginning.  

     Paul said in Second Thessalonians chapter two, thanks be to God for you, because God hath from 
the beginning chosen you to salvation. He said in Acts chapter thirteen after the Apostles preached. 
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Acts 13:48 

48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as 
were ordained to eternal life believed. 

     Ordained unto eternal life, is not the potter the master over the clay? Can He not make one vessel 
for honor and another for dishonor? God is Sovereign, His ways are far above our ways as the 
heavens are above the earth and Jesus said that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto 
him of my Father. In other words He said you ain’t even got the ability! 

     No man can, means you don’t have the ability not may come, but you don’t have the ability: no 
man can come unto me. Then we have another passage in John chapter six. John six, forty-four and 
forty-five. Jesus said right here the same thing, can! Now in the first passage we have the Father 
giving them unto the Son. 

John 6:44-45 

44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at 
the last day. 

45 It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath 
heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me. 

     Do you know what Jesus said right there? Everybody that learns of Him that is taught of God will 
come to Him. That’s what He said, that’s what He said in John 6:45; It is written in the prophets, And 
they shall be all taught of God. Who are all taught of God? Those that God hath given to the Son, 
those that hath been quickened when they were yet dead in their trespasses and sin and made alive, 
one in Christ Jesus. Jesus said all that the Father hath given me, will come unto me and I will in 
nowise cast them out. That’s God’s Grace right there, that’s Gods’ Grace upon the Elect, that’s a 
work’s salvation right there that will work why because it’s God doing the work. God has ordained 
it from the beginning.  

     This is not a doctrine to scare us to death and make us all depressed, this is a doctrine that we 
can rejoice in knowing that our salvation is secure in God because He foreordained it from the 
foundation of the world and we need to rejoice because we are made one of His Elect. And it’s not 
about us, God gets all the Glory! For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but 
not before God. 

     Jesus said right here, No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: 
What’s that word draw mean? John 6:44, I looked that word draw up in the lexicon, the Strong’s 
Concordance. Get you one, I tell you what it will be the best $20 you ever spent in your life. Go right 
down to the Christian book store and get you a Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance. $19.95 when you 
catch them on sale; it’ll be the best $20 you ever spent in your life. 

     You look the word draw up in the New Testament; it’s used five different ways in the New 
Testament. Right there in that verse right there in John 6:44 - No man can come to me, except the 
Father which hath sent me draw him: 
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     Do you know what that word draw means? That doesn’t mean to call somebody up and invite 
them to come over. That doesn’t mean to woo and say would please come that means to be drug as 
being drug by ones feet. Why, through and by the irresistible Grace of God, because He hath chosen 
us in Him from the beginning, we can’t help it! 

     Boy I brought my wife the flower Brother Bill, and what did you say the name of that flower was? 

     “Dahlia” (Brother Bill) 

     Dahlia, if I don’t bring her another one next Sunday that’s what I’m going to do, I’m going to 
Dahia.  So you better have me another one. Oh but let me tell you what, Mihui loves roses, she loves 
roses. And she’s real easy to get mad; boy you know what I do. And I love this illustration, that 
beautiful rose. 

     You get your wife a dozen roses, and make sure there extra long stems. Make sure that she ain’t 
got a vase big enough where they’ll fit in, make sure she has to trip them and you’ll see what 
happens.  

     Do you know what she will do? My wife Mihui she gets the cold water going and she’ll fill that 
vase up with cold water and she’ll take them roses and oh, she pricks herself from them ole’ thorns 
on those roses and she starts to put them in that vase and all of a sudden Adam, she realizes that the 
vase is too little and the roses are too long. Does she throw the roses away? No their irresistible, she 
can’t help it; she lays them down in the other side of the sink and she begins to pick them up one by 
one, all twelve of them, individually one by one and gently cradles them and caresses them and 
takes the scissors and even though they are pricking her fingers, even though there is blood rolling 
down off of her hands into the sink, even though the thorns are pricking her and she can’t help it, 
but it’s irresistible! Because of the beauty and the gloriousness of the rose, and that’s the way God’s 
Grace is for His chosen and Elect in Him. We cannot help it and Jesus said “All that the Father gives 
me shall come to me and I will in no wise cast him out.” 

     No man has the ability to come to me, unless it were given by my Father. No man has the ability 
to come to me, unless he is drawn by my Father and now; John six thirty-seven. 

John 6:37 

37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 

     Why? Why? Right here is why; turn to the book of Ephesians right quick. You say Brother Doug 
do you believe this? I have to, it’s in the Bible and this is why, this is why right here that all the 
Father given will come unto me. 

Ephesians 1:3-5 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 

4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love: 
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5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, 

     That is why right there, according to the good pleasure of his will. Do we have grounds to question 
it? No! It’s according to His good pleasure of His will. Then look down to verse nine. 

Ephesians 1:9 

9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath 
purposed in himself: 

     Now look at verse eleven: 

Ephesians 1:11 

11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him 
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

     Might not understand it, but I’ve got to accept it because it’s in the Scripture. It’s in the Bible; now 
turn to Second Thessalonians chapter number two. 

II Thessalonians 2:13-14 

13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth: 

14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

     You see there is no one going to make it to Heaven without hearing the Gospel. You say Brother 
Doug what about all of them Old Testament Saints? They heard it to, they heard it when Jesus 
preached to those in prison, when He went down on those three days and He told them it was 
finished. Because he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

     Do you know what this doctrine affirms?  I’m going to tell you what it affirms, why this doctrine 
is in the Bible. This doctrine is not in the Bible for the lost world, this doctrine is in the Bible for you.  

     This doctrine is in the Bible for us, it’s not something that we go out on the street and talk about 
because people don’t understand it. The lost man will be turned off because of it. But there are two 
reasons that this doctrine is in the Bible.  

     Number one is to let you know that you serve a Sovereign God who is in complete control. He will 
carry you through all the way through to the end because He has established it from the foundation 
of the world. And what He has said you can take it to the bank, Word for Word! If God saved you, 
what does Romans 8:29-30 say?  
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Romans 8:29-30 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: 
and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

     That doctrine is in the Scripture for the Elect! For the Saints to let them know that they are 
secure in God’s Grace, and that they have assurance of their Salvation.  

     The Second reason it’s in the Scripture is to bring you down off of your high horse. And to bring 
all these preachers down off of their high horses and to bring all these big high steeple few people 
churches down off of their high horses and to bring all these organizations down off of their high 
horses and to let them know that it is not about any man. It is not about any works, it is not about 
any church organization but it is about God.  

Ephesians 2:4-5 

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 

5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, 

     One more verse and I’m going to hush. This is not scary folks, it ain’t! I joy in this doctrine, I do I 
joy in this doctrine because this is God’s Grace. This is God’s love, and let me tell you what friends. 
Just like a told my boys, I said your daddy can go to school and your daddy can get you out of a 
mess. Your daddy can get you out of trouble and a world of hurt. But when we stand before God 
Almighty on that day your daddy doesn’t have any say over anything. You are on your own, and this 
is an individual things friends.  

     I will not stand for Adam, I will not answer for Brother John, I cannot defend Brother Ted, and I 
will not be able to answer questions for Brother Bill. We will all stand on our own, when we stand 
before Him and He is Holy and He is Just, why? Because He is God, He is Sovereign and that’s who I 
serve, that’s who my faith and trust is in, and that’s whose righteousness I have obtained.  

     I serve a Sovereign God. Does He work actively in the lives of those that He has not bestowed 
Grace upon? To work sin about in their life; no He does not! Do you know what He has done? He has 
passed them over.  

     They don’t receive Grace, do they still get called? Yes they do! Do they still have a choice to make 
in accordance with their own free will? Yes they do! But God has left them alone, and in their own 
free will they will choose to reject God.  

     Because of the lack of Grace in Election that God has given them from the foundation of the 
world. There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth, there is none that 
seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is 
none that doeth good, no, not one.  
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     So they will choose of their own free will because of the lack of Grace bestowed upon them by a 
Sovereign God. They will choose in their own free will to reject God.  

     But because God gives Grace to His Elect, from the foundation of the world they will choose in 
their own free will to pick up that rose and to hold it. Even though it pricks us, it causes pain, it 
causes sorrow. Grace is painful; being a Christian is a whole lot better life than that of a lost man. 
But at times it can bring pain, at times it can bring sorrow, at times the prickly thorns may prick 
you. But do you know what friends, you cannot drop that rose, because of its irresistible beauty. It 
glorious beauty and that friends is the Grace of God.  

     That was not you that chose God by the way! That was God bestowing that measure of Grace 
upon you from the beginning to choose God. Because you would have never have done it on your 
own.  Because when He gives you to the Son, at that point and present time on the day of your 
salvation there are three that bear witness on earth. 

     You see there, I’m going to get to preach that verse after all; there are three that bear witness on 
earth; the spirit, the water and the blood and these three agree in one. When the Holy Spirit of God 
comes in and quickens you, makes you alive to where you can believe the gospel and repent. You do 
what? You are cleansed by the washing of the water by the Word.  The Gospel, the preached Word 
and you believe the Gospel and repent.  

     What did Jesus say? Did He say come down and take my hand? Would you come and kneel? 
Would you fill out this card? No Jesus said repent and believe the Gospel, that’s what He said. That’s 
what the LORD of Glory said. There weren’t any altar calls back then; there wasn’t a one of them. 
The altar call was not even started until 1820 by Charles G. Finney. A Presbyterian Minister, who 
said if you want to except the LORD come and sit down here on the “anxious seat.” If you are 
anxious about being saved come down here and make up your mind whether you want to make a 
decision or not.  

     Let me tell you want friends; there ain’t no making up your mind to it! Because when God does 
the work you’re going to know it. You believe and repent that burden is gone! This right here, what 
are you saying Brother Doug do we need to do away with the altar? No that’s not what I’m saying 
but this is serious business right here friends. This is not to be taken lightly, this right here is the 
place where the priest use to come and offer the sacrifice, offer the atonement.  This right here is 
where you approach the mercy seat. This right here is where you approach the Throne of Grace. 
And friends this is serious business, I think we need to learn a little bit more about the altar, learn a 
little bit more about God’s Grace. Learn a little bit more about God’s mercy.  But Glory to God let’s 
not turn this into an idol.  

     Understand this Church; this doctrine is not to scare you. This doctrine is to assure you, this 
doctrine is to give you that peace of mind to know. I’ve have heard people say; “I’m trying to make 
Heaven my home.” Well keep on trying because you ain’t ever going make it like that. But I know! 
What is that song Brother Mickey use to sign? “The only fire I’ll ever feel is burning down in my soul!” 

     Why? Chosen in Him from the beginning unto Salvation. Moreover whom he did predestinate, 
them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also 
glorified. 
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     Do you know what that lets me know? Preacher, it ain’t about you! It ain’t about Brother Doug. I 
can preach until I’m blue in the face and that is not going to make me anymore saved than the day I 
got saved. You can pray for six hours a day, and you will not be any more saved then you were the 
day you got up from the altar and confessed him with your mouth.  

     That’s right now, you might be a little more sanctified but you will not be anymore saved. You 
might be a little more sanctified but you will be no more justified. Because Lot; righteous Lot, just 
Lot, vexed his righteous soul with the filthy living of Sodom. He was no more or no less justified 
when he was with Abraham then when he was down sitting at the gate at Sodom. He might have 
been out of fellowship, and he might have been a dirty vessel.  

     Do you all remember what Brother Paul said this morning in Sunday school? We are all vessels; 
we are all holy, set aside, why because God is not going to use a dirty vessel. God will clean you up 
and God will sanctify you but you are God’s property. Because you’ve been bought with a price, for 
you are not your own.  

     That’s why this doctrine is in here, to keep us humble; and that’s why I preached it tonight. This 
doctrine is not for the lost, this doctrine is for His Elect; for those whom I have chosen in me from 
the beginning unto Salvation. 


