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Romans 9:1–26 (ESV)  

God’s Sovereign Choice  

9 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me 
witness in the Holy Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my 
heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the 
sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and 
to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the 
worship, and the promises. 5 To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, 
according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.  

6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended 
from Israel belong to Israel, 7 and not all are children of Abraham because they are 
his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 8 This means that 
it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the 
promise are counted as offspring. 9 For this is what the promise said: “About this 
time next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son.” 10 And not only so, but also 
when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, 11 though 
they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God’s 
purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of him who 
calls— 12 she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 13 As it is written, “Jacob 
I loved, but Esau I hated.”  

14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no means! 15 For 
he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I have compassion.” 16 So then it depends not on human will 
or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For 
this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that 
my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” 18 So then he has mercy on 
whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills.  

19 You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his 
will?” 20 But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say 
to its molder, “Why have you made me like this?” 21 Has the potter no right over the 
clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for 
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dishonorable use? 22 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known 
his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for 
destruction, 23 in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, 
which he has prepared beforehand for glory— 24 even us whom he has called, not 
from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles? 25 As indeed he says in Hosea,  
  “Those who were not my people I will call ‘my people,’  

and her who was not beloved I will call ‘beloved.’ ”  
26  “And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’  

there they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’ ”  

We continue with our series of sermons on the distinguishing characteristics 
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. The OPC has taken her stand on the Word 
of God contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the only rule 
to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy God. When we consider the Presbyterian 
government of Orthodox Presbyterian churches,   we see that it is based entirely 
on the Word of God. The church of the apostles was governed by teaching and 
ruling elders and served by deacons. We are Presbyterian and this distinguishes 
us from other churches which have a different form of government. Many churches 
are liberal theologically having a very loose view of the authority of the Bible and 
of the great Reformation statements of Faith. Liberalism or Modernism has 
insinuated itself in all denominations and   dominates the mainline churches of our 
day. 

Another area of the church that distinguishes us in the OPC is that of worship 
and we insist that our worship, singing, preaching and prayer, be thoroughly 
grounded in the Bible. The regulative principle of worship is not very popular in 
modern churches where worship, as Spurgeon puts it, focuses on entertaining 
goats instead of feeding the sheep and biblical preaching is replaced by bland 
homilies and performed by those who are not authorized by God in His Word to 
preach. 

 Now we turn our attention to the area of doctrine and it is here that the 
distinction of the OPC is most clearly seen. We are distinguished in our church 
government and in our worship but much more in our doctrine which is set forth in 
the Westminster Confession of Faith. This confession as we have explained, 
concisely expresses the system of doctrine in the Bible. I have chosen to consider 
the stand of the OPC in five areas of doctrine known as the five points of Calvinism. 
The doctrinal positioned actually came to us from Holland where the Reformed 
church dealt with the heretical views of one Jacobus Arminius. So we have 
Calvinism as opposed to Arminianism and this latter has dominated the evangelical 
churches of our day. 
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As we noted last week, the five points of Calvinism are summarized under 
the acronym TULIP, Total depravity (Total inability), Unconditional Election, 
Limited atonement (Particular atonement), Irresistible grace, and Perseverance of 
the saints (Preservation of the saints). We have seen that Total Depravity refers to 
the corruption of every part of a man. Every part of his world and life view is 
depraved and this issues in hatred for the true God and disobedience of his 
commands. It is not the heinousness of the sin or the depths of depravity to which 
a man has fallen that is in view here rather it is man’s inability to do anything good. 
As Paul noted, 

Romans 3:10–18 (ESV) — 10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 
11 no one understands; no one seeks for God. 12 All have turned aside; together 
they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.” 13 “Their throat is 
an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.” “The venom of asps is under 
their lips.” 14 “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” 15 “Their feet are swift 
to shed blood; 16 in their paths are ruin and misery, 17 and the way of peace they 
have not known.” 18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”  

This is the condition of us all before God converts us by his grace. Now we 
want to see from Scripture that the blessing of conversion is sovereignly applied. 
It is not given to all mankind. So we come to the doctrine of Unconditional Election. 
People in general associate Calvinism with predestination or election but let us be 
reminded that there are five doctrinal issues here and they are all interrelated and 
interdependent. It is popular among evangelicals to insist they are four point 
Calvinists or they like two or three of the points but not all. Most agree with the first 
and last points, total depravity and perseverance of the saints but in the OPC and 
Reformed view all the points rise or fall together. 

Having established that by nature, mankind are wholly incapable of doing any 
good and inclined to all evil, we raise the question, is God engaging in a sort of 
tyranny over man by requiring him to do what he is incapable of doing? Indeed, 
modern society pictures the God of Scripture as angry and wrathful, a God more 
interested in death and eternal torture than life and happiness.  As a boy I used to 
accompany my father on a Sunday afternoon walk to the local cemetery where my 
father would read many of the epitaphs. One that I remember well was this, “The 
angry wrathful Bible God is a myth. On the one hand, this view of God gives 
substance to the assertion that mankind is wholly inclined to evil in that the most 
high majesty of God is invariably distorted and perverted. On the other hand, that 
God does wrong to mankind is completely false. The Bible very clearly teaches 
that God is pleased to save those that he has chosen from before the foundation 
of the world.  
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We certainly do not lack a text that teaches Unconditional Election. The 
problem is which of the many texts to use.  I have chosen to use Romans 9 because 
it deals with many of the questions that are urged against Election by enemies of 
the doctrine. I would have you see that in the first place  

I. Access to the means of grace and the great blessings of God is not in 
itself sufficient to keep us from rejecting Christ. 

Speaking of Israel Paul writes, 
 
Romans 9:4–5 (ESV) — 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, 

the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. 5 To 
them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, 
who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.  

Here are great blessings that God gives to Israel. To the people of God 
belong the adoption as sons, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the 
temple service, and the promises. Yet Paul tells us, “They are not all Israel who 
are of Israel.” Here were people who lived in Israel and no doubt worshipped God 
in the temple or went through the motions of doing it yet they were not saved. Think 
of the great advantage Israel had compared to the other nations of the earth.  

Deuteronomy 7:6–8 (ESV) — 6 “For you are a people holy to the Lord your 
God. The Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured 
possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 It was not 
because you were more in number than any other people that the Lord set his love 
on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is because 
the Lord loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the 
Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of 
slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.  

Not to any other nation did God reveal himself and If God had not revealed 
himself to Israel they would not believe in him either. But the real problem here is 
that not all of Israel believed. We can understand that a nation could not believe in 
one of whom they had not heard, but Israel did hear and yet not all of them 
believed. God singled out Israel for his special grace. His promises, his covenants, 
his glory, his service, his adoption as sons pertained to Israel yet all did not believe. 
Had the word of God failed? Was the Word not the power of God unto salvation? 

Perhaps looking at it another way, we might ask, was Israel stupid? What 
could be more logical, more reasonable than to believe in YAHWEH. Do people 
really want to go to hell? Do they really want to burn their children in the hands of 
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the idol Molech? This Molech, was a cast iron idol that had been hollowed out such 
that it could made red hot by a fire burning inside it. It was placed in the garbage 
dump of Jerusalem known as the valley of Tophet which is another name for hell. 

Here is Paul’s answer: 

Romans 9:6 (ESV)  

6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are 
descended from Israel belong to Israel,  

Paul answers, no, the word of God has not failed. All of the promises of God 
are true and faithful. 

2 Corinthians 1:18–20 (ESV) — 18 As surely as God is faithful, our word to you 
has not been Yes and No. 19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we 
proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy and I, was not Yes and No, but in 
him it is always Yes. 20 For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is 
why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God for his glory.  

It is simply that 

II. God sets his love on some and not others. 

Romans 9:7–13 (ESV) — 7 and not all are children of Abraham because they 
are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 8 This means 
that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children 
of the promise are counted as offspring. 9 For this is what the promise said: “About 
this time next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son.” 10 And not only so, 
but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, 
11 though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order 
that God’s purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because 
of him who calls— 12 she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 13 As it is 
written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”  

God set his love on Isaac, not Ishmael. Sarah was barren and too old to bear 
children so Abraham took Sarai’s advice to have children through her maid Hagar 
believing that this was the way God would bless him with descendants. But Sarai 
conceived and bore Isaac through whom the covenant blessings proceeded. 
Rebecca bore Esau and Jacob to Isaac but Esau was born first and had the 
inheritance rights. However, God hated Esau and loved Jacob. 
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There are no conditions here. God did not set his love on Isaac and Jacob 
because of something they did. In the case of Esau and Jacob Paul says: 

Romans 9:11 (ESV)  

11 though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—
in order that God’s purpose of election might continue, not because of works but 
because of him who calls—  

We see clearly that Jacob was chosen by God unconditionally. He was not 
even born and had done no actual sin so God’s sovereign choice was not based 
on something Jacob did. Ishmael was the first born to Abraham. Esau was the first 
born to Isaac so we would think that they deserved to be saved and to continue the 
covenantal line of Christ but they simply were not chosen by God. As we look back 
at history the covenant blessings proceed through the most unlikely recipients of 
grace. 

Many argue that because God knows who will be saved he predestines 
them for salvation. The ordo salutis as it is called or God’s work of salvation in 
Romans 8 is said to teach conditional election.  

Romans 8:29–30 (ESV) — 29 For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, 
and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also 
glorified.  

God predestines those whom He foreknows. If this were a time related 
sequence of events then we would understand that God first foreknows us, next in 
time he predestines us, then he calls us, then he justifies us, and finally he glorifies 
us. The second act is based on the results of the first act. The Third act is based 
on the results of the second act, etc. However the conjunction “also” is used to 
connect all these clauses together. Not that God did this and then he did that, but 
God did this also he did that, etc. These gracious acts of God on a sinner’s behalf 
are logically related and that means that one does not depend on the other. They 
are all necessary but they are not necessarily time related. 

Another issue that is usually overlooked in the understanding of this text is 
the meaning of the word “foreknow” in “whom he foreknew he also predestined.” 
God’s foreknowledge is not only cognitive but causative. He not only knows that 
an event will happen but he also causes it to happen. For example speaking of 
Abraham, 
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Genesis 18:19 (ESV)  

19 For I have chosen (known) him, that he may command his children and 
his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and 
justice, so that the Lord may bring to Abraham what he has promised him.”  

God knew Abraham with the result that he commanded his children to keep 
the way of YAHWEH. Here God’s knowledge is causative. It brings results. God is 
omniscient, he is all-knowing so that he certainly knew everything about Abraham.  
That is cognitive knowledge but the knowledge of God is always causative as well. 
He is always right about what will happen in the future because he brings it to pass. 

Amos 3:2 (ESV)  

2 “You only have I known (chosen) of all the families of the earth; therefore I 
will punish you for all your iniquities.  

God obviously knew all there was to know about Israel but here the Hebrew 
word translated know is causative. God knew Israel unto salvation. We could 
translate “You only have I chosen of all the families of the earth.” Therefore God’s 
foreknowledge in Romans 8:29 has the same force. God foreknows his elect unto 
salvation. He knows them powerfully with certain results such that they are also 
predestined, also called, also justified and also glorified. His election is 
unconditional. 

That brings us to our final point: 

III. God justly withholds mercy from some. 

Paul deals with another issue now. Isn’t God unfair to love one and hate 
another? Isn’t he unjust to bring forth his Messiah from a deceiver such as Jacob 
or prostitutes such as Tamar and Rahab? Doesn’t God love everyone? 

When Moses wanted to see the Glory of God he was shown the goodness of 
God, the name of God, YAHWEH, and the sovereignty of God seen in God’s 
statement, “I will have mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and compassion on 
whomever I will have compassion.” God is under no obligation to show compassion 
on anyone. “There is none righteous, no, not one;” “…there is none who does good.” 
When we understand the total depravity of man we can see why God has no 
obligation to set his love on anyone. That he shows mercy to some sets forth his 
eternal glory. Is then God unrighteous in that he loves some and hates others? 
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Paul exclaims “certainly not!” He answers with the most negative response 
possible in the Greek language.  

God was certainly not unjust when he did not have mercy on his great enemy, 
the Pharaoh of Moses day. He not only refused his saving love to Pharaoh but he 
went much farther in hardening him. He reprobated Pharaoh to demonstrate his 
power and declare his name in all the earth. No one can resist God’s will. No one 
has the right to say to God why have you done this to me because we all deserve 
God’s wrath and curse in hell forever. We all are by nature the enemies of God. By 
nature we hate him and all that is his. We cannot please God by anything we do in 
our pagan and unconverted condition. Those who are the enemies of God he 
endures which much longsuffering. Think of the blessed YAHWEH having to put up 
with the likes of us. The way God the Father is treated is seen in the way we treated 
his beloved Son and we only deserve to be vessels of wrath fitted for destruction. 

But praise God, he prepares some for glory. He makes known the riches of 
his glory to those whom he chosen from before the foundation of the earth. His 
compassion and mercy has been granted to many Jews and many Gentiles. 
Instead of letting us become like Sodom and Gomorrah, YAHWEH TSABAOTH, The 
Lord of Hosts, has foreknown, predestined, called, justified and glorified many from 
every tribe and tongue on earth. How we should love him! How we should adore 
him! How we should serve him! We who were not the people of God are now not 
only called “My People” but we are called “sons of the living God!” 

If we belong to Christ we must thank him for his mercy and rest in his 
sovereign promises. "YAHWEH, YAHWEH God, compassionate and gracious, slow 
to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; who keeps lovingkindness for 
thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin." - Our reaction to this must 
be the same as Moses who made haste to bow low toward the earth and worship. 
We must renew our vow to serve him and be faithful to him. We must love YAHWEH 
our God with all our heart, with all our soul and with all our mind. Blessed be the 
God and Savior of us all. Amen 


