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15:1
And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having the 
seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God. 2 And I saw as it were a 
sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, 
and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name,  Some 
versions have have the word “conquered” instead of “gotten the victory” as it comes from 
one Greek word. “Overcame” in 12:10 is the same Greek word. Now we want to know 
what John thought about this “overcoming.” So, if wanted to know how Bill Sturm 
becomes an overcomer,  
     
If we return to the letters to the seven churches in Revelation 2-3, we’ll find bodies of 
believers. Theoretically, everyone in these seven churches is a follower of Jesus—having 
been born-again through faith in Christ. 

Revelation 2:1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus…7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, 
which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

Right away we know overcomers “overcome the beast, his mark, his number,” and they 
get “to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.” Next, Church 
of Smyrna:

Revelation 2:11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. He that 
overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.

Remember chapter 20, “whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast in 
the lake of fire. This is the second death.”   Already we're told overcomers are: 
overcomers of the beast, image and the number of his name; they get to eat of the tree of 
life; and they don't have to go to the lake of fire. In the letter to the church at Pergamos, 
we find “overcomers” receive an invitation to the temple in heaven for overcomers. 

Revelation 2:18 And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira…26 And he that overcometh, and 
keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: And he shall rule them 
with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of 
my Father. 
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So the fourth church is promised rulership over the nations, authority. Again, if you've 
read chapter 20, we know that overcomers get to help, at least, rule in the millennium. 
     
So far, they overcome the beast, the image, the number. They get the tree of life in the 
paradise of God; they do not have to partake in the second death; they do get an invite to 
the temple in heaven; and they get to rule the nations with Jesus. Not a bad description 
but we're still not getting the answer to our question which was: what do you do to 
become an overcomer? 

Revelation 3:1 And unto the angel of the church in Sardis…5 He that overcometh, the same shall 
be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will 
confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.

So, if your name is not blotted out of the book of life, what is the opposite for 
overcomers? Yeah, you get to be in the book of life. 

Revelation 3:12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall 
go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my 
God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write 
upon him my new name.

Revelation 3:14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the 
Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God…21 To him that 
overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down 
with my Father in his throne.

We have a description so far of what an overcomer is but not necessarily how you 
overcome so let's keep looking in the book of Revelation. 

Revelation 12:10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength,  
and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast 
down, which accused them before our God day and night. And they overcame him by the blood of 
the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.

They overcome Satan. We have another description but we also have a “how”? How do 
they overcome? By the blood of the Lamb. If you overcome by the blood of the Lamb, 
the follow-up question should be “What do you have to do to get this blood of the 
Lamb?” If the only way that you're going to not go to the lake of fire and have your name 
in the book of life and share the throne of Christ and overcome the beast and the image 
and the dragon is through the blood of the Lamb, the natural question should be: how do 
you get this blood of the Lamb? 

Revelation 21:7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be  
my son. 8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and 
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 

Given this passage, we understand that to “not overcome” is eternally fatal. Well, if I 
wanted to know how you become a partaker of the blood of the Lamb so that I can be an 
overcomer, I can leave the book of Revelation or I can take a wild guess because we 
already checked this box and we're just not exactly sure yet how one becomes a recipient 



of the blood of the Lamb. Now, there are many references in the book of Revelation to 
the blood. There are, for example, 1:5, “Unto him that loved us and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood.” So there is a particular group of people that have been washed 
from their sins in the blood of Christ and they are overcomers. We've got that so far, the 
question is: how do you become a part of that class?
     
What makes you think that you can become a part of a class that inherits all things, 
overcomes Satan, shares Christ's throne, is a pillar of the temple of God in heaven, is in 
the book of life, rules the nations, gets the hidden manna and the white stone, does not 
partake of the second death, and gets to eat of the tree of life, but it’s not “church-age 
believers;” it’s “tribulation saints?” That is a false doctrine created by people who wish to 
have a pretribulation rapture. We need a group of “overcomers” in the seven churches, 
and we need a “group of “overcomers” that “overcomes” the dragon, beast, and false 
prophet” to have a pretribulation rapture. So we're in a crowd that is in the future there in 
chapter 12, 3 ½ years through the tribulation period, but we're not a part of a crew that is 
there in chapter 15, verse 1? 
     
If Revelation doesn't tell the story about how to “overcome by the blood of the Lamb,” 
what should I be looking towards next in the Bible? Remember, we're trying to get a little 
bigger in our search for the context here. We check the immediate context and what it 
takes to be an overcomer of the beast, the image and the number. We don't know how 
you become an overcomer other than you have to be a recipient of the blood of the Lamb 
which results “loving not your own life even unto death” (12:11) which is exactly what 
Christ did in obeying the Father, he loved not his own life even to death. 
     
Where should we look next? How about the other things John wrote? We're going to go 
to 1 John. Is it possible that it was a good expectation for the believer in John's day that 
they would be able to overcome Satan but not “the beast?” 

1 John 2:13 I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I 
write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, little 
children, because ye have known the Father. I have written unto you, fathers, because ye have 
known him that is from the beginning. I have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, 
and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one. 

So we have fathers and young men that overcome Satan.

1 John 2:18 Little children, it is the last time. As ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even 
now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time. They went out from us, 
but they were not of us; for if they had been of us,  written unto you because ye know not the truth,  
but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth. Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus 
is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. 

Did you all see that? So he's talking about last times; he's talking about antichrist; and 
he's talking about being an overcomer of the dragon. I think it's fair to say that we're 
probably going to see this again in 1 John:

1 John 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because 
many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit 
that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God. And every spirit that confesseth not  



that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye 
have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. Ye are of God, little 
children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the 
world.  

Now, you've heard the last part quoted probably a thousand times in your Christian life 
and you've been saved a decade, right? But did you know that you're an overcomer of the 
spirit of antichrist? So in chapter 2 he says you're an overcomer of the wicked one, and in 
chapter 4 he says you're an overcomer of the spirit of antichrist which drives many false 
spirits, chapter 4, verse 1, that are in the world. So, whatever is driving this antichrist 
here, the saints of these seven churches were expected to be overcomers of this spirit of 
antichrist and when John wrote it in 1 John, he also said, “By the way, there is a spirit of 
antichrist. Here's how you can identify them and he is the one that will inspire the 
antichrist that comes. You've heard that he's coming,” remember he said that, “You've 
heard that he's coming and he's already working in the world. The spirit of antichrist is 
already working in the world and oh, by the way, you've overcome him.”
     
Apparently John didn't use the term “antichrist” in the book of Revelation because 
whoever his audience was, which was the seven churches, was aware that that was the 
antichrist which is to come so when you are an overcomer of the wicked one, you are an 
overcomer of the spirit of antichrist as well. So it is presumptive to say the least, to say, 
“Yeah, I’m an overcomer of the spirit of antichrist but the church won't be here.” Wait a 
minute, seven churches, folks, are told that they're going to be overcomers. What is there 
for them to overcome if they leave before chapter 12 and chapter 15? It doesn't make any 
doggone contextual sense. 

1 John 5:1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God…

So we have a new birth and belief in the same phrase. Are you all with me? Listen to me: 
don't put there what God didn't put there. Nothing about “asking Jesus into your heart.” 
How do you become born-again? Believe that Jesus is the Christ. “That's not enough.” 
Oh yeah, you're right, John was probably really confused. No.

…and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him. By this we 
know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments…4 For 
whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith. 

So, how do you become an overcomer? Faith. Did you get that? 
     
Now let's see if John remembers what he wrote three chapters ago. Do you think he does? 
You've overcome the world, you've overcome the wicked one, you've overcome the spirit 
of antichrist. Do you think John remembers that when he wrote this? I mean, for some of 
us in our Bible reading plans, it's months between 1 John 2 and 1 John 5 but I’m pretty 
sure that it might have been three bites of a biscuit ago for John. So, if John tells us all 
these things about overcomers in Revelation and in 1 John: they overcome the beast, the 
image, the number; they overcome Satan; they inherit all things; they get the tree of life; 
they don't have to go to the lake of fire; they get the hidden manna and the white stone; 
they rule all nations; they get their names in the book of life; they are pillars of God in the 



temple of God; they share Christ's throne; and they are born-again by faith, the faith that 
Jesus is the Christ.


