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Eternal Life, Now and Forever 
John 17:3 

Eternal life is knowing God - how does that fit with what the Bible teaches about the glory of God; 
about heaven; and about the way followers of Jesus live? 

Eternal Life Glorifies God 

Eternal life is knowing God; and if you know God you will glorify Him for His greatness.  

God the Son came to earth to glorify God by showing us how amazing He is. He showed us that we 
have a huge need - because we shattered our relationship with God. But He showed us that God is 
so great that when we were helpless He planned our rescue, when we were enemies He gave His Son 
to take our punishment. See, Jesus came to show us the greatness of God, so that we would joyfully 
forsake everything to come follow Him.  

When we see that, when we love God, when we follow Jesus; we are glorifying God.  

You know He is great, and you love that, and read your Bible to learn more about that, and humbly 
change to be more like Him, and you gather each week with others to praise Him, and you go out in 
the community and tell others about how great He is. Eternal life changes you into a God-glorifier.  

Eternal Life Changes Your Life Forever 

Now we already know that you can only go to heaven if you have eternal life. When Jesus 
permanently repairs your relationship with God, then you can live with God forever.  

Eternal life is also the key to getting a new body to be with God forever (John 6:39-40, 44, 54). 

Jesus emphasizes that everyone who receives eternal life here on earth, will in the future - on the last 
day - be resurrected. If you have eternal life now, you will be resurrected then (II Cor. 5:1). 

When our earthly body dies, God gives us an eternal body built by Him. God prepared us to 
worship Him both soul and body forever (II Cor. 5:4-5). Paul was excited about this purpose 
(Philippians 3:7-11; 20-21).  

Moreover, your resurrection body will be like Jesus' resurrection body (Luke 24:39). It was a real 
body - Jesus still today has a real body - but it is a perfect body.  

Our new bodies won't be a completely different creation: it will be this earthly body resurrected, 
transformed, changed into a perfect body.  

The difference between this body and that body is like the difference between the acorn and the oak 
tree (1 Cor. 15:1). It will be that much better. In our new bodies, we will live on the new earth, and 
know God forever. (I recommend Randy Alcorn's book Heaven). 

What about the people who don't receive eternal life? What about their bodies? (Acts 24:15; John 
5:28-29; Daniel 12:2; Rev. 20:11-15; 21:8) If you don't receive eternal life, you experience the second 
death; you experience the lake of fire.  

If eternal life is a right relationship with God forever; then the second death, or eternal death, is a 
broken relationship with God forever, perishing under His wrath, both body and soul. 

That is what is at stake when Jesus shows us the greatness of God, and calls us to turn from our sin 
to know and follow Him.  
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Eternal Life Changes Your Life Today. 

1. Eternal life changes your life today because you have new spiritual life.  

Because of the resurrection of Jesus, someday your physical body will be resurrected, and 
your new physical life will be as much better as an oak tree than an acorn. But if you have 
eternal life, you have already been resurrected with Christ spiritually. And now our new 
spiritual life can be as much better as an oak tree is than an acorn (Romans 6:4, 11  

2. Eternal life changes your life today because you have a living relationship with God (I John 
2).  

Rom 6:4 Because we have new life in Christ, now we walk in newness of life. Eph. 4:24 We 
put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. II Cor. 
5:15 we no longer live for ourselves but for him, and II Cor. 5:17 old things have passed 
away; new things have come. 

John very energetically says basically: “We were eye witnesses to Jesus; and we want you to know 
Jesus; so that you too can have a relationship with the Father and the Son” (I John 1:1-4). But then 
he goes on to sound a note of caution( I John 1:6; 2:3-6; 4:7-8) 

This does not mean you will be perfect. Once you have eternal life, you will continue to struggle at 
times, and sin (I John 2:1). But we have an advocate, we have a Savior.  

John’s warning is for those who think that they can have eternal life without having it change their 
life.  

Eternal life changes your life now. Knowing God changes your life now. Because you have new 
spiritual life; and a new relationship with God.  

Conclusion (I Cor. 15:34) 

1. It ought to sober us to remember that many people don't know God. 
God's character is our foundation, our fortress, our rock. We know that He is the great I am - 
always everything we need Him to be.  

But what about your neighbors, family, coworkers, fellow students - what if you asked them to 
write down what they know about God? Who do they think God is? I think maybe that if I could 
do that, I would look at their answers and weep.  

2. We should stop sinning because many people don't know God.  
When we sin, we are loving the glory of an idol instead of the glory of God. And if our hearts are 
dulled to the glory of God, we won't tell others about His greatness. It won't even cross our 
minds - we'll be around people who have no knowledge of God, but we'll just be thinking about 
ourselves, and what we want.  

3. It is shameful if we live in sin while many have no knowledge of God.  
Why is it shameful? Because we do know God. We do know how awesome He is. We do know 
that our mission is to spread His knowledge through the word of Christ. We do know that all 
people are spiritually dead and must be born again. We know that unless they come to know 
God, they will perish in the second death. And so knowing those things it would be shameful to 
live in sin.  


