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James 4:7-8 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you. 8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, 
ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. !
The two previous lessons have covered submitting to and obeying God and resisting the devil. 
These each build upon one another. We must first be in submission and obedience to God before 
we are able to stand against Satan. God must equip us to do both through the work of the Holy 
Ghost and the scriptures (the sword of the Spirit/the word of God).  !
The next in James’ prescription for daily Christian living is drawing close to God. Note: These 
are not one-time actions. Each of these must be repeated over and over as we live in the world, 
but are not of the world. !
8a Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. !
Draw nigh (eggizō) to make near, approach, be at hand, come/draw near, be/come/draw nigh !
How does this happen? How doe we draw close to God so that he will draw close to us? Let us 
first look at the work of the Lord in the heart of his people, beginning with Samuel as an 
example. !

1 Samuel 3:1-10 1  And the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. And 
the word of the LORD was precious in those days; there was no open vision. 2  
And it came to pass at that time, when Eli was laid down in his place, and his eyes began 
to wax dim, that he could not see; 3  And ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of 
the LORD, where the ark of God was, and Samuel was laid down to sleep; 4  That the 
LORD called Samuel: and he answered, Here am I. 5  And he ran unto Eli, and said, Here 
am I; for thou calledst me. And he said, I called not; lie down again. And he went and lay 
down. 6  And the LORD called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose and went to Eli, and 
said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. And he answered, I called not, my son; lie down 
again. 7  Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, neither was the word of the 
LORD yet revealed unto him. 8  And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. 
And he arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. And Eli 
perceived that the LORD had called the child. 9  Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, 
Go, lie down: and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, LORD; for thy 
servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10  And the LORD came, and 
stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered, Speak; for 
thy servant heareth.  !
1 Samuel 3:19-21 19  And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him, and did 
let none of his words fall to the ground. 20  And all Israel from Dan even to Beer–
sheba knew that Samuel was established to be a prophet of the LORD. 21  And the LORD 
appeared again in Shiloh: for the LORD revealed himself to Samuel in Shiloh by 
the word of the LORD. !

Samuel was called by God while he did not yet know the LORD, neither was the word of the 
LORD yet revealed unto him. When Eli understood that the God was calling Samuel, he directed 
him to respond to God by saying Speak; for thy servant heareth. From that point forward, 
Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him and God continued to show him to Samuel by the 
word of the LORD. If we are to approach God, he must first have approached us, then listening 
to his word, we obey and grow closer to him and he reveals himself to us (draws nigh) by his 
word. !
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Psalm 73:23-28 23  Nevertheless I am continually with thee: thou hast holden me 
by my right hand. 24  Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive 
me to glory. 25  Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I 
desire beside thee. 26  My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the strength of my 
heart, and my portion for ever. 27  For, lo, they that are far from thee shall 
perish: thou hast destroyed all them that go a whoring from thee. 28  But it is good 
for me to draw near to God: I have put my trust in the Lord GOD, that I may declare 
all thy works. !

When the Holy Ghost works upon us, the effect of his work is conversion and sanctification. 
Growing in grace means growing in the love of God with all of our heart, mind, soul, and 
strength. This is not possible by the work of men, but is possible by the work of God. !

Isaiah 48:16-19 16  Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in 
secret from the beginning; from the time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord 
GOD, and his Spirit, hath sent me. 17  Thus saith the LORD, thy Redeemer, the 
Holy One of Israel; I am the LORD thy God which teacheth thee to profit, 
which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go. 18  O that thou hadst 
hearkened to my commandments! then had thy peace been as a river, and thy 
righteousness as the waves of the sea: 19  Thy seed also had been as the sand, and the 
offspring of thy bowels like the gravel thereof; his name should not have been cut off 
nor destroyed from before me.  !

We draw nigh to God only because of the work of the Holy Ghost. That work of the Holy Ghost 
was made possible by the work of Son of God, Jesus Christ. Without him, we are entirely without 
hope. !

Ephesians 2:11-22 11  Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in 
the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the 
flesh made by hands; 12  That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having 
no hope, and without God in the world: 13  But now in Christ Jesus ye who 
sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 14  For he is our 
peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition 
between us; 15  Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of 
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new 
man, so making peace; 16  And that he might reconcile both unto God in one 
body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 17  And came and preached peace 
to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. 18  For through him we both 
have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 19  Now therefore ye are no more 
strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the 
household of God; 20  And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21  In whom all 
the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22  In 
whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. !

Through Christ Jesus, the middle wall of partition between us and God and the enmity between 
us and God is broken, abolished, and slain. Through Christ Jesus’ blood, flesh, and cross we are 
reconciled to God and are fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God. Without 
Jesus Christ, we are without hope because we are without God.  !

Hebrews 7:19  For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a 
better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God. 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8b Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. !
We desire to grow closer to God and we desire for God to be closer to us, but even with the work 
of Jesus Christ, even with the work of the Holy Ghost, this still seems to be a difficult task. 
James provides, at the end of his prescription for daily living, a starting point: Repentance. !
Only God can truly purify your hearts, but this is not what James is commanding us to do here. 
He is telling us to repent, to turn away from outward (hands) and inward (hearts) sins. We are 
double minded if we believe that we can work with our hands and not believe with our hearts. 
We are double minded if we believe that we can believe with our hearts and not work with our 
hands. We must repent of these beliefs and be whole, as Christ Jesus was when he walked on 
Earth and as he is today in Heaven.  !
What are some practical ways to draw nigh unto God? !
Repent: !
Recall Job’s submission to God upon realizing he was justifying himself before God. Job 
repented. !

Job 42:6  Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes. !
Both John the Baptist and Jesus preached repentance to the Jews. They needed to turn from 
works to grace. !

Matthew 3:1  In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of 
Judaea, 2  And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. !
Matthew 4:17  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand. !

Peter preached repentance on Pentecost to the Jews who were present and all who would be 
called by God. !

Acts 2:37-39 37  Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, 
and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 
38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39  
For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our God shall call. !

Repentance is a command to us all. !
Acts 17:30  And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all 
men every where to repent: !
Acts 26:20  But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and 
throughout all the coasts of Judæa, and then to the Gentiles, that they should 
repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance. !!
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Pray: !
Jesus provides us an example of prayer with the purpose of communing with God. !

Luke 5:16  And he withdrew himself into the wilderness, and prayed. !
Mark 1:35 And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, 
and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed. !
Luke 9:28  And it came to pass about an eight days after these sayings, he took Peter 
and John and James, and went up into a mountain to pray. !
Matthew 26:36  Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and 
saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder. !

Jesus commands us to pray to God in private. !
Matthew 6:6-13  6  But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and 
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy 
Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. 7  But when ye pray, use not 
vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their 
much speaking. 8  Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what 
things ye have need of, before ye ask him. 9  After this manner therefore pray ye: 
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10  Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 11  Give us this day our daily bread. 12  And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. !

Meditate: !
Not new-age self-centered meditation intended for self-discovery, but meditation upon God’s 
word and God’s works intended to discover more about God. !
David, the man after God’s own heart, speaks often of meditation. !

Psalms 1:2 …and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 
Psalms 119:97 O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day. !
Psalms 19:14  Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be 
acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer. !
Psalms 63:6 …and meditate on thee in the night watches. 
Psalms 104:34 My meditation  of him shall be sweet… !
Psalms 77:12 I will meditate also of all thy work… 
Psalms 143:5 …I meditate on all thy works… !
Psalms 119:15 I will meditate in thy precepts… 
Psalms 119:78 …but I will meditate in thy precepts. !
Psalms 119:23 …but thy servant did meditate in thy statutes. 
Psalms 119:48 …I will meditate in thy statutes. !!
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!!!
Psalms 119:99 …for thy testimonies  are my meditation . !
Psalms 119:148 …that I might meditate in thy word. !

David used the words meditate and meditation to indicate a pondering of or studying of the 
person of God, God’s works, God’s law/precepts/statutes/testimonies/word. Our meditation 
should be upon the same, in both observation of creation and reading of scripture. !
Summary: !
1. Through Jesus Christ, by the Holy Ghost, we may draw nigh unto God. 
2. Repentance from double mindedness is necessary for us to draw nigh unto God. 
3. Prayer and meditation enable us to draw nigh unto God.
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