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James 4:7-8 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you. 8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, 
ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. !
Recall that this is James’ prescription for daily Christian practice. !
Recap from previous lesson on verse 7a “Submit yourselves therefore to God”: !
1. Look to Jesus for our example of submission and obedience. 
2. Without the work of the Holy Ghost we could not submit to or obey God. 
3. The scriptures contain all of the knowledge necessary to know how to submit to and obey 

God. 
4. Humility in trial, persecution, or discipline is the right submissive and obedient response to 

God. !
Submission (and obedience) to God is the first part of James’ prescription. Without it, resisting 
the devil, drawing nigh to God, and holy living are impossible.  !
7b Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. !
Resist (anthistēmi): stand against, oppose, withstand.  !
Devil (diabolos): false accuser, slanderer.  !
Flee (pheugō): run away, shun, vanish, to escape. !
Who and what is the devil (Satan)? !
He is an angel. !

2 Corinthians 11:14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an 
angel of light. !

He was condemned because of his pride. !
1 Timothy 3:6 Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the 
condemnation of the devil. !

He was cast out of heaven. !
Luke 10:18  And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. !

He is the origin of lies. !
John 8:44  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a 
liar, and the father of it. !

He led mankind into sin.  !
Genesis 3:4-5 4  And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5  
For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye 
shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 
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He envied mankind, the new creation of God. He saw their state of perfection in the garden and 
wanted for them to suffer as he would because of sin. As he was cast forth from heaven, so he 
caused mankind to be cast forth from the garden. Unbeknownst to Satan, God had planned to 
redeem mankind from sin. He was defeated before he started. !
What are we resisting? We are resisting temptation to sin against God. !
We are not to back down to temptation. !

Ephesians 4:27  Neither give place to the devil. !
We are to endure temptation. !

James 1:12  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, 
he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. !

We are to use Jesus Christ as our example. !
Hebrews 12:2-4   2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for 
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down 
at the right hand of the throne of God. 3  For consider him that endured such 
contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your 
minds. 4  Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.Ye have not yet 
resisted unto blood, striving against sin. !

How did Jesus resist the devil? !
Matthew 4:1-11 1  Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to 
be tempted of the   devil. 2  And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he 
was afterward an hungred. 3  And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the 
Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. 4  But he answered and said, It 
is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God. 5  Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a 
pinnacle of the temple, 6  And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself 
down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their 
hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 7  Jesus 
said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 8  Again, 
the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the 
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 9  And saith unto him, All these things will 
I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. 10  Then saith Jesus unto him, Get 
thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him 
only shalt thou serve. 11  Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and 
ministered unto him. !
Luke 4:13  And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him 
for a season. !

Jesus uses the scriptures as a defensive weapon of resistance. When Satan leaves, he leaves 
because he is unable to overcome the power of the written and living Word of God. However, 
Satan knows the scriptures as well (verse 6) and we are sons, but not the Son, of God, so we 
should be on our guard, for the devil only departs from us (as he did Jesus) for a season. As long 
as we sojourn here in the flesh, we must be wary of Satan’s attacks. !!

!2



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
7/20/2014 
James 4:7-8, Part 2

We are not guaranteed a godly life without trouble, but God has not left us without hope. !
John 16:33  These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. 
In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome 
the world.  !
2 Timothy 3:12-13 12  Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution. 13  But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, 
deceiving, and being deceived.  !

Continuing to grow in the knowledge of the scriptures will give us wisdom and equip us for all 
the works God has prepared for us. !

2 Timothy 3:14-17 14  But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned 
and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 15  And that 
from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16  All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: 17  That the man of God may be perfect, 
throughly furnished unto all good works. !

We are equipped to overcome (resist) the devil. !
1 John 2:13-14 I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the 
beginning. I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one. 
I write unto you, little children, because ye have known the Father. I have written unto 
you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I have written unto 
you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and 
ye have overcome the wicked one. !

We are equipped to overcome (resist) the devil because Jesus Christ sent the Holy Ghost (the 
Spirit) to us. !

Romans 12:21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.  !
1 John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is 
he that is in you, than he that is in the world. !

But the scriptures without the Spirit are useless. They are the sword of the Spirit. They are 
effective when wielded by the Spirit within us both to resist the devil and to overcome the evil in 
the world. !
Jesus sent the sword of the Spirit. !

Matthew 10:34-36 34  Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not 
to send peace, but a sword. 35  For I am come to set a man at variance against his 
father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother 
in law. 36  And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. !

The sword of the Spirit (the word of God) is sharper than any other sword. !
Hebrews 4:12  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
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We are to carry the sword with us. !
Psalms 149:4-9 4  For the LORD taketh pleasure in his people: he will beautify the 
meek with salvation. 5  Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them sing aloud upon their 
beds. 6  Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a twoedged sword in 
their hand; 7  To execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishments upon the 
people; 8  To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron; 9  To 
execute upon them the judgment written: this honour have all his saints. Praise ye 
the LORD. !

The Spirit and the scriptures are necessary because we are resisting spiritual attacks. This 
cannot be just head knowledge, but must be heart knowledge (faith). !

Ephesians 6:2  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high places. !

God has fully equipped us to resist spiritual attacks. !
2 Corinthians 10:3-6 3  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the 
flesh: 4  (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God 
to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5  Casting down imaginations, and every high 
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ; 6  And having in a readiness to revenge all 
disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.  !
Ephesians 6:11-18 11  Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the devil. 12  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high places. 13  Wherefore take unto you the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand. 14  Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and 
having on the breastplate of righteousness; 15  And your feet shod with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace; 16  Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith 
ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 17  And take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 18  
Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto 
with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; !

God has given us one another for support in the battle.  !
1 Peter 5:8-9 8  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 9  Whom resist stedfast in the 
faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren 
that are in the world. !
Hebrews 10:22-25 22  Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure 
water. 23  Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful 
that promised;) 24  And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to 
good works: 25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye 
see the day approaching. 
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