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The Hardening of Pharaoh’s Heart Pt 1
Pastor Jose Maldonado Hillburn Drive Grace Baptist Church June 27, 2014
“And it came to pass on the day when the LORD spake unto Moses in the land of Egypt, 29 That the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying, I am the LORD: speak thou unto Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I say unto thee. 30 And Moses
said before the LORD, Behold, I am of uncircumcised lips, and how shall Pharaoh hearken unto me? 7:1 And the
LORD said unto Moses, See, I have made thee a god to Pharaoh: and Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet.
2 Thou shalt speak all that I command thee: and Aaron thy brother shall speak unto Pharaoh, that he send the
children of Israel out of his land. 3 And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and multiply my signs and my wonders in the
land of Egypt. 4 But Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you, that I may lay my hand upon Egypt, and bring forth mine
armies, and my people the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great judgments. 5 And the Egyptians shall
know that I am the LORD, when I stretch forth mine hand upon Egypt, and bring out the children of Israel from
among them. 6 And Moses and Aaron did as the LORD commanded them, so did they. 7 And Moses was
fourscore years old, and Aaron fourscore and three years old, when they spake unto Pharaoh.” Exodus 6:28 –
7:7

This morning we shall begin a new series on the Plagues of Egypt from chapters 7 to 12 in
the book of Exodus. I have entitled this series, “That ye may know, that I am the LORD” or
“Against all the gods of Egypt.” My first sermon in this series is a very difficult one because
it is a fearful and sobering subject, the title to my sermon this morning to begin our series
is called, “The Hardening of Pharaoh’s Heart.” As with my previous sermons on
“Prevenient Grace” and “The Baptism of the Holy Spirit” it’s easier to go with the flow and
explain it with the modern application and go on, why rock the boat, just mix a little truth
and let it rip, in it all just make sure you protect the “FREEWILL” of man. Many have made
FREEWILL their idol and they elevated higher that the Living and True God, but we shall
learn, LORD willing as God told MOSES, That Ye May KNOW that I AM THE LORD and I
will strike against all the gods of Egypt and Egypt is a type of the world and thus against all
the gods of the world which includes the goddess “FREEWILL!”
I like what Spurgeon said in speaking on this subject, “There is no doctrine more hated by
worldlings, no truth of which they have made such a football, as the great, stupendous, but yet most
certain doctrine of the Sovereignty of the infinite Jehovah. Men will allow God to be everywhere except on
His throne. They will allow Him to be in His workshop to fashion worlds and make stars. They will allow
Him to be in His almonry to dispense His alms and bestow his bounties. They will allow Him to sustain the
earth and bear up the pillars thereof, or light the lamps of heaven, or rule the waves of the ever-moving
ocean; but when God ascends His throne, His creatures gnash their teeth. And we proclaim an enthroned
God, and His right to do as He wills with His own, to dispose of His creatures as He thinks well, without
consulting them in the matter; then it is that we are hissed and execrated, and then it is that men turn a
deaf ear to us, for God on His throne is not the God they love. This is a tragic indictment of those who
name the name of Christ. For to believe anything less than that God is absolutely sovereign, free to
exercise his power in accord with the pleasure of his own will, is to believe in something less than the
Christian God; and thus to trust in an idolatrous lie.”
The word of God says it better as Daniel 4:35 clearly expresses this truth, “And all the
inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven,
and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?”
This verse says it all. Another verse in Ps.115:3 says, “But our God is in the heavens: he hath
done whatsoever he hath pleased.” Ps. 103:19 says, “The LORD hath prepared his throne in the
heavens; and his kingdom [Sovereignty] ruleth over all.”
Then of course what can we say about those precious verses in Isaiah 46:9-11, “Remember
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the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me,
10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying,
My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure: 11 Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man
that executeth my counsel from a far country: yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have
purposed it, I will also do it.”
Now, some people have a problem with my next statement, but it is true, you see The
LORD God ALMIGHTY has the ONLY right and the ONLY wisdom and the ONLY power to
do whatever he pleases. The God of the Bible is not some wimpy god that man fashions
and molds, oh NO; for God is God and there is none like him, declaring the end from the
beginning. He is the Lord! It is HE; THE LIVING and TRUE GOD who fashions and molds
all, because HE IS THE POTTER and WE ARE THE CLAY! The true student of the Bible
will find out that the whole of Scripture clearly shows that to ascribe sovereignty to the
Lord is to say that he is in control of all things, that HE ALONE has ordained everything
that has happened, that is happening, and that will happen, which includes both good and
evil. This is a hard pill to swallow by many, because they have created a god of their
imagination who is filled only with love and no holiness of justice and is a god who will not
even hurt a fly, but you read in the Bible that the GOD of the BIBLE FLOODED the
WHOLE WORLD in the days of NOAH because of man’s sinfulness. This is not the God
they want to entertain in their minds and hearts, but a god of their own imagination.
As one writer says, “We do not have the right to ascribe to the Lord a limited or softened sovereignty
because the Spirit-inspired Bible writers do not. We must be content to rest in what God has said, and to
place our hands over our mouths in humble submission to his word. Of course, Scripture also makes
clear that though God somehow stands behind both evil and good, he does not stand behind them
symmetrically; he does not stand behind them with equal ultimacy. God is not evil, nor is he the author of
it. Neither is he cruel, ordaining awful circumstances as some kind of divine sadist reveling in the misery
of his creatures. May it never be! Since the Bible expresses with equal force that God ordains, uses, and
brings about evil circumstances in the world and that God is in no way to be construed as the author of
evil, we must never emphasize one to circumvent the other.” By no means does this writer not do
we emphasize in any form, shape or manner the God is the author of sin. I say this
because when you bring a subject like ours that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, you can
always here the flying buzzards saying, “Ah, Pastor Joe, then what you are saying is that
God is the author of sin…” No that is not what I am saying, I’m just not making excuses
when we come across hard texts like these. The reason for this type of emotional or
sentimental outburst is because of a faulty theology. My dear ones be very much assured
that GOD IS NOT THE AUTHOR OF SIN! But on the other side of the coin we must
neither strip Him of HIS SOVEREIGNTY! We must bow down to the words of Rev.19:5 & 6
in humble submission, “And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his
servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great. 6 And I heard as it were the voice of a great
multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for
the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” Yes, ALLELUIA, the LORD GOD OMNIPOTENT
REIGNETH!
Then of course our Lord Jesus Christ Himself says so clearly and succinctly in Matthew
20:15, “Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good?” Or
as Jeremiah also clearly and succinctly said in Jeremiah 18:1-6, “The word which came to
Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 2 Arise, and go down to the potter's house, and there I will cause thee
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to hear my words. 3 Then I went down to the potter's house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the
wheels. 4 And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it
again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it. 5 Then the word of the LORD came to
me, saying, 6 O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the
clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel.” Thought this is primarily
applied to Israel, but the application is to all in the sense of creation, that is, we are all but
CLAY! So don’t think too much of yourself, we are nothing but clay or mud. I’m sorry I
hope I didn’t hurt your self-esteem. Guess what happens to our bodies when we die, to our
flesh that we like to pamper so much, yes it goes right back to dust, to dirt to CLAY!
All of this falls under the category of preaching the whole counsel of God as Paul says so
passionately in Acts 20: 27, “For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.” To
the Arminian the subject of the Sovereignty is but a spiritual conundrum, because they feel
you trespass upon their idol freewillism, and therefore have made enemies of God’s
sovereignty and man’s responsibility, but there is no conflict in these terms as Spurgeon
would say, “The Sovereignty of God and the responsibility of man are not enemies they are friends and
you don’t have to reconcile friends.” We can also define the sovereignty of God and the
responsibility of man as an antinomy. Antinomy is that appearance of contradiction
between equal terms or if you wish conclusions of opposite terms with a logical equation.
So we do not need to reconcile those two friends, the sovereignty of God and the
responsibility of man. Now, I also understand that whatever I share this morning will not
satisfy nor answer all questions and inquiries that are associated with this subject of the
HARDENING of PHARAOH’S HEART. One of the reasons again that most people have a
problem with this subject is because they have a faulty theology. Therefore, I’ve come to
the conclusion that only those with a faulty, flawed and defective theology have a problem
with this subject of the HARDENING of PHARAOH’S HEART. When a person
understands and sees the essence of the Sovereignty of God it answers the inevitable of
all of our inquiries regarding the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart and thus we bow down to
our God’s purpose and will and confess humbling, thank you Lord, that you did not harden
my own heart.
This morning I have 5 things I want to share with you regarding: The Hardening of
Pharaoh Heart, now because of my introduction I will only be able to concentrate on the
first point, the 5 are:

I. It’s Consequences. (It’s effects)
II. It’s Causes. (God: Supernatural/Natural)
III. It’s Clarity. (God is sovereign)
IV. It’s Conclusion. (The glory of God)
V. It’s Cure. (Conversion/Salvation [Ezek.36:26)

First of all: I. The Consequences:

It would have been perhaps better to start with my second point on The Causes of
Pharaoh’s heart being hardened, because this is what intrigues and captivates everyone,
who or what caused Pharaoh’s hardening, but you will have to come back next week for
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that one, because I want to get your attention first. You see, I want you to understand the
AWFUL EFFECTS of an HARDEN HEART or if you wish THE CONSEQUENCES of an
HARDEN HEART! So that there be no misunderstandings, this is meant to be a fearful
and sobering message pointed directly at your CONSCIENCE. This is not a trying to make
you feel good gospel this morning, I want you to consider the awful effects of a
CONCIENCE SEARED with an HOT IRON and hope that you pray this morning, “oh God
please soften my heart,” because the same God who can HARDEN a HEART is the
SAME GOD who can SOFTEN a HEART or if you wish make a HARDEN HEART SOFT!
Job 23:16 says, “For God maketh my heart soft, and the Almighty troubleth me.” Well I hope God
troubles you heart this morning and oh to God may He by GRACE MAKE YOUR HEART
SOFT!
The first time we read of God hardening Pharaoh’s heart is in Exodus 4:21 and I spoke a
sermon on this text last year in the evening as we were going through the book of Exodus.
God told Moses in Ex.4:21, “And the LORD said unto Moses, When thou goest to return into Egypt,
see that thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in thine hand: but I will harden his
heart, that he shall not let the people go.” Before Moses returned to Egypt God clearly told
him that He was going to harden Pharaoh’s. This precedes where it says that Pharaoh
hardened his own heart.

God said to Moses, with regards to Pharaoh, “I will harden his heart,” and God did repeatedly.
God did it in a holy righteous judgment upon that wicked tyrant, yea in compassion and
great mercy toward his chosen people whom He was going to deliver with omnipotent
sovereign power!

God hardened Pharaoh with a holy judicial, penal hardness. Now so that we can
understand clearly, FYI; 18 times we are told in the Book of Exodus about the hardening of
Pharaoh’s hearts and once about the hardening of the Egyptians in Ex.14:17. The first 2
times this is mentioned is in Ex.4:21 & Ex.7:3, “And the LORD said unto Moses, When thou goest
to return into Egypt, see that thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in thine hand:
but I will harden his heart, that he shall not let the people go.” Exodus 7:3, “And I will harden Pharaoh's
heart, and multiply my sign’s and my wonders in the land of Egypt.” I would say that God wants to
get our attention especially when you consider that in the 18 times Pharaoh’s heart is
harden only 3 times is reference made to he himself hardening his own heart and we see
this in Exodus 8:15, 32 and 9:34.

 Exodus 8:15, “But when Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened his heart, and
hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said.”

 Exodus 8:32, “And Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time also, neither would he let the
people go.”

 Exodus 9:34, “And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunders were ceased,
he sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and his servants.”
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I ask this morning what are the consequences or what are the effects of a harden heart?
This first point will be focus basically on these three verses, because this are the effects
and or consequences of an HARDEN HEART!

First of all, we must understand that both God and Pharaoh himself hardened his heart.
The simplest and best way to understand God’s hardening of Pharaoh’s heart is nothing
more than the removal of His restraining grace and allowing Pharaoh to live in the
corruption of his own heart. Pharaoh was doing what he wanted to do, God did not make
him sin or force him to sin, God just allowed him to follow the depravity and debasement of
his own heart. Pharaoh’s was already hardened against God, God removed His restraining
grace and we shall see the results in the next 6 chapters of Exodus. Remember this is the
consequence of a harden heart!

Moses recalcitrance was seen in his wicked defiance against Moses, but in reality against
God HIMSELF! Let’s go back to the first meeting between Moses and Pharaoh. Now, this
is not the same Pharaoh from Joseph’s times, this was a different wicked greedy tyrant
who cared not for human life. From the very first time they meet, that is, from the
beginning of the first meeting between Pharaoh and Moses you can see Pharaoh’s
condescending, conceited, arrogant, haughty, snobbish, sarcastic, narcissistic, nefarious
and evil ways. Exodus 5:1 & 2, “And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus
saith the LORD God of Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a feast unto me in the wilderness. 2
And Pharaoh said, Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not the
LORD, neither will I let Israel go.” Basically what Pharaoh is saying is what most people say, I
don’t who God is and I don’t care, I am the captain of my own destiny and I bow to no
one’s authority because I am PHAROAH, I am KING! Little did Pharaoh know that Moses’
authority came from the King of Kings and LORD of LORDS! In other words Pharaoh was
Pharaoh and King only because God had put him in that place of authority, but here we
the conceited arrogance of a wicked despot. Who is the LORD? He continues his outburst
and rage against Moses and takes it further, Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice?
Then he confesses his true heart by saying I KNOW NOT THE LORD! Then in an
egotistical proud attitude says I WILL NOT LET ISRAEL GO!

When Pharaoh’s gods were challenge, he reacted with harshness and anger. He refused
to believe and worship the Living and True God. Should this surprise us? It is no different
today when you confront someone about their god or their religion; they react with
harshness and anger. They are quick to point out as to what gives us the right to judge
them, to judge their religion, to judge their belief in god, to judge their god, especially when
you were just sharing a verse or verses from the Bible. Or perhaps you were just saying I
would like to invite to our church to come worship with us. People get upset so quickly if
you in any way challenge them about their beliefs. Pharaoh was no different. The king is a
clear picture of the lost; they are determined not to give in and bow down to God and are
just as determined to keep their idols.
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Not only, did Pharaoh react in a harsh way to Moses and Aaron, but Pharaoh’s problem
was the problem of all men since the fall of our father Adam. — He thought he was a god.
He thought that as king he ruled the world and therefore a god and this was the root of his
blasphemy and unbelief and you can feel it in his answer to Moses.
 
The Egyptians worshipped so many gods; they looked at just about everything in nature to
worship. One writer says, “They looked upon lions, oxen, rams, wolves, dogs, cats, swans, vultures,
falcons, hippopotami, crocodiles, cobras, dolphins, varieties of fish, trees, frogs, beetles, locusts, even
flies and lice as divine things! Even men were worshipped as gods among the brilliant heathen. Among
the men who were thought to be gods were their Pharaohs.”
 
Pharaoh was believed to be a god; some even thought he was the son of Amon-Ra, ruling
upon the earth. One writer says, “The Pharaoh was always fabled to be the son of Amon-Ra, ruling
as god upon the earth. He wore on his head the falcon symbol of Horus (their solar god), with a snake
rising from his forehead, as the symbol of wisdom and life, communicating magical virtues to his crown.
The Pharaoh was chief-priest of the Egyptians, prominently presiding over the festivals of their gods.”
 
Therefore, when Moses confronted Pharaoh, he arrogantly mocked Moses and even
mocked God, again “And Pharaoh said, Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let Israel
go? I know not the LORD, neither will I let Israel go.” There are 3 specifics in his answer to
Moses that we see in regards to the effects of a hardened heart. In very simple terms:

 Pharaoh will not obey.

 Pharaoh will not listen.

 Pharaoh will continue in his sins.

He refuses to submit to God, but is in complete submission to his sins! Again, God’s
hardening of Pharaoh’s heart was giving him up to the hardness of his heart in judicial
reprobation by allowing him to follow the corruptions of his wicked heart. God hardened
Pharaoh’s heart by removing his restraining grace and allowing him to walk in his own
ways. God saw that the wickedness of this man was great indeed and that every
imagination of his thoughts was only evil continually.

We made reference that 18 times in the book of Exodus we are told about the hardening
of Pharaoh’s heart. Of those 18 times, 3 times we told Pharaoh hardened his own heart in
Exodus 8:15, 32 and 9:34. The other 15 times his heart is said to have been hardened by
the judgment of God. We want to look at those 3 verses regarding Pharaoh hardening his
own heart and see the awful effects and circumstances of a hardened heart.

1. The first effect of a hardened heart: Exodus 8:15, “But when Pharaoh saw that there
was respite, he hardened his heart, and hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said.”
One of the awful effects of a hardened heart is the willingness not to hear, that is not
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to hearken or listen unto God. It as though Pharaoh is saying, I WILL NOT HEAR
what God has to say to me. What an awful effect that, people would rather close
their ears instead of hearing what God has to say. What is one of the purposes of the
Gospel as it goes out, Paul says in Romans 10:17, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God.” The purpose of the gospel is that you hear the word of
God, that you hear what God has to say to your soul. Ex.7:9-14. Deuteronomy 1:43,
“So I spake unto you; and ye would not hear, but rebelled against the commandment of the
LORD…” Deuteronomy 6:3 & 4, “Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it; that it may be
well with thee, and that ye may increase mightily, as the LORD God of thy fathers hath promised
thee, in the land that floweth with milk and honey. 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one
LORD.” Over and over in the book of Deuteronomy God constantly tells them to hear
His voice. Some did and some didn’t. I say this very carefully but Pharaoh’s heart
was not the only heart that was hardened. Deut.30:15-20, “See, I have set before thee
this day life and good, and death and evil; 16 In that I command thee this day to love the LORD thy
God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commandments and his statutes and his judgments, that
thou mayest live and multiply: and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in the land whither thou
goest to possess it. 17 But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn
away, and worship other gods, and serve them; 18 I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall
surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong your days upon the land, whither thou passest over
Jordan to go to possess it. 19 I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set
before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed
may live: 20 That thou mayest love the LORD thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, and
that thou mayest cleave unto him: for he is thy life, and the length of thy days: that thou mayest
dwell in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to
give them.”

Notice these 2 verse in Jeremiah, Jeremiah 6:10, “To whom shall I speak, and give
warning, that they may hear? behold, their ear is uncircumcised, and they cannot hearken:
behold, the word of the LORD is unto them a reproach; they have no delight in it.” No doubt
this defines Pharaoh and those outside Christ, the word of God is a reproach to them
and they have no delight in the word of God and their ears are uncircumcised. In
Jeremiah 7:
Consider all these verses found in the book of Jeremiah 7:22-24, “For I spake not unto
your fathers, nor commanded them in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt,
concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices: 23 But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my
voice, [That is; HEAR my VOICE!] and I will be your God, and ye shall be my people: and walk ye
in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well unto you. 24 But they hearkened
not, nor inclined their ear, but walked in the counsels and in the imagination of their evil
heart, and went backward, and not forward.” This is all Pharaoh, he would not hearken
to the words of Moses, nor would he inclined his ear to Moses and Pharaoh walked
in the counsels and imagination of his evil heart and we shall see that Pharaoh went
backwards instead of forward. This then is a fearful and sobering effect of a harden
heart, that you will not hear GOD’s WORD, but choose to walk in the counsel of your
own wicked heart!
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What an awful effect of a hardened heart, they will not hear what God has to say, Ezekiel
3:7, “But the house of Israel will not hearken unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me: for all the
house of Israel are impudent and hardhearted.” The word impudent here is the Hebrew word
‘chazaq’ which means to be strong hardened, to have a firm obstinate heart. The word
hardhearted means hard, severe, difficult, vehement stiff neck and intense stubbornness.
This no doubt describe Pharaoh’s hardened heart. Oh to God, I hope you pray and desire
that God would give you a hearing heart, that is; a hearing ear! Proverbs 20:12, “The
hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the LORD hath made even both of them.”

2. The second effect of a hardened heart is found in Exodus 8:32. “And Pharaoh
hardened his heart at this time also, neither would he let the people go.” The second
effect of a harden heart is disobedience, that is; they will NOT OBEY the word of
God. Because Pharaoh refused to listen to God it led to him not obeying God, that is;
being disobedient to God. Job 36:12, “But if they obey not, they shall perish by the sword,
and they shall die without knowledge.” In 1 Samuel 12:15, “But if ye will not obey the voice
of the LORD, but rebel against the commandment of the LORD, then shall the hand of the
LORD be against you, as it was against your fathers.” Pharaoh’s disobedience brought
against him THE HAND OF GOD! This is for everyone and anyone who will not obey
the word of God, yea the VOICE of God in His WORD! Every time the gospel is
preached the VOICE of God is in it! Not believing the gospel in but pure
disobedience to God. 2 Thessalonians 1:8, “In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Peter 4:17, “For the
time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall
the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?”

The Greek word for the phrase, “…of them that obey not…” is ‘apeitheō’ a compound
word made up from ‘a’ which means ‘without’ + ‘Peitho’ which means to persuade, it is
strong language for refusing to be persuaded. Men and women do not evade or sidestep
the gospel because of insufficient truth or facts concerning the gospel, no but because
they are full of prided, they are proud in their unrepentant hearts. The idea of not obeying
means to be in disobedience willfully against the Gospel and against God. This Greek
word is also in the present tense therefore noting that they willfully disobeyed and that this
is manifested in their habit of life because their disobedience towards God is seen in their
LIFESTYLE! This Greek word is also in the active indicating that they are making a
DELIBERATE and CONSCIOUS CHOICE to CONTINUE to DISOBEY the gospel. It’s not
by accident or that they did understand or that there was not enough facts, no it means
that they chose to continually DISOBEY! Reminds of the word of Jesus in Luke 19:14, “But
his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not have this man to reign over
us.” This is basically what Pharaoh told Moses, I will not have this LORD reign over me!
This same Greek word ‘apeitheō’ is used in John 3:36, “He that believeth on the Son hath
everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on
him.” The phrase, “…he that believeth not …” is the same Greek word, those that believe



9

not willfully believe not and if they die in that manner, hell awaits them. If you die without
Christ you will go to the same place Pharaoh is at this present MOMENT: HELL and the
wrath of God will abide upon you eternally. This is what happened to those in Luke 19 who
would not have Christ reign over them, 13 verses later Christ says of these people in verse
27 of Luke 19, “But those mine enemies, which would not that I should reign over them, bring hither,
and slay them before me.” Isn’t it amazing that many love to quote John 3:16, but very seldom
quote John 3:36. The opposite of this is: To OBEY God, to OBEY HIS GOSPEL, to OBEY
HIS VOICE in the GOSPEL! The opposite is the aspect of a soft heart that will obey the
Word of God. Oh to God that He will give you a hearing ear and a soft heart to OBEY the
GOSPEL! This is why Christ would preach: REPENT and BELIEVE the GOSPEL!

3. Quickly and lastly the third effect of a hardened heart is seen in Exodus 9:34,
“And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunders were ceased, he
sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and his servants.” This is the end
result of not hearing God’s word, of not obeying God’s word, it leads to sinning yet
more. This clear picture is seen in Romans 1:17-32, but before we go there I was us
to read the whole context of this particular 7th plague starting at verse 13, please
follow along.

This is a sad but also as we would say, justice was served. Here we are in the 7th
plague with an awful outpouring of hail and thunder so much that in verse 18 it says
“…such as hath not been in Egypt since the foundation thereof even until now.” This was a
miraculous powerful thunderstorm that Pharaoh is so moved to the point of finally
confessing, I HAVE SINNED! Verses 20 & 21 are very important in its application as
a matter of fact you can apply the first two points here, will not hear and will not
obey. In case you read by verse 18 and do not get it, it is repeated so that we can
understand that this was not MOTHER NATURE or GLOBAL WARNING, it was from
the HAND OF GOD! Verse 24, “So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, very
grievous, such as there was none like it in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation.” Thus
in verse 27 are those famous but sentimental and emotional responses to a fearful
situation.

 BALAAM: Numbers 22:34, “And Balaam said unto the angel of the LORD, I have
sinned; for I knew not that thou stoodest in the way against me: now therefore, if it
displease thee, I will get me back again.”

 ACHAN: Joshua 7:20, “And Achan answered Joshua, and said, Indeed I have sinned
against the LORD God of Israel, and thus and thus have I done.”

 SAUL: 1 Samuel 15:24, “And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for I have
transgressed the commandment of the LORD, and thy words: because I feared the
people, and obeyed their voice.”
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 JUDAS: Matthew 27:4, “Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent
blood. And they said, What is that to us? see thou to that.”

2 Corinthians 7:10 says, “For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of:
but the sorrow of the world worketh death.” The last time it is used it was truly meant by the
work of godly sorrow which brought forth true Biblical repentance in Luke 15:21, “And the
son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be
called thy son.”

Notice what Pharaoh did in Ex.9:34 & 35, “And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and
the thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and his servants. 35 And
the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, neither would he let the children of Israel go; as the LORD had
spoken
by Moses.”

This is the end result of a hardened heart, after confessing I have sinned because of the
hail, fire and thunder, when it ceased HE SINNED YET MORE! You know why? Because
when the hail and the thunders of CONVICTION CEASES without true conversion you will
sinned YET MORE to the HARDENING of your HEART! Having some emotional or
sentimental response to the preached gospel is not ENOUGH! There must be TRUE
BIBLICAL CONVICTION and TRUE BIBLICAL REPENTANCE!

You see, you must be more that convicted of your sins, you must be CONVINCED of your
SINS, that is; that your sins and your sins alone will damn your soul to hell, I can assure
you will flee to Christ for salvation.

Oh to God that this morning God has spoken to your soul, please do not leave here this
morning with effects of:

 A non-hearing HEART! That is; YOU WILL NOT HEAR!

 An unbelieving HEART! That is: YOU WILL NOT BELIEVE!

 An unrepentant HEART! That is: YOU WILL LEAVE THIS PLACE AND WILL YET
SIN MORE!

Oh I implore you, I beg you come to Christ this morning! Come in repentance towards
GOD and in FAITH Towards the LORD JESUS CHRIST!

ISA.45:22: “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and
there is none else.” LOOK and LIVE this morning: Let’s PRAY!


