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We Preach Christ Crucified

1Co 1:23  But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 

1Co 1:24  But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 

I. The “Christ crucified” that Paul preached

A. What we were and what Christ accomplished—The Savior of hopeless sinners

 Rom 3:9  What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they

are all under sin; 

Rom 3:10  As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

Rom 3:11  There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 

Rom 3:12  They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not

one. 

Rom 5:6  For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ d ied for the ungodly. 

Rom 5:7  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. 

Rom 5:8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ d ied for us. 

Rom 5:9  Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. 

Rom 5:10  For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled,

we shall be saved by his life. 

Rom 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Rom 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus…

Rom 8:34  Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of

God, who also maketh intercession for us. 

B. Paul’s Christ was a successful Savior

Heb 9:12  Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having

obtained eternal redemption for us. 

Heb 10:12  But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; 

Heb 10:13  From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. 

Heb 10:14  For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 

Rom 8:32  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all

things? 

1Co 15:3  For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ d ied for our sins according to the

scriptures; 

1Co 15:4  And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 

1Co 15:57  But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C. Paul’s opinion of Christ and Him crucified

1Co 2:2  For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 

1. A statement about Paul’s style of preaching

1Co 2:1  And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the

testimony of God. 

1Co 2:2  For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 

1Co 2:3  And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. 

1Co 2:4  And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the

Spirit and of power: 

1Co 2:5  That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 

2. A statement about Paul’s emphasis in preaching

Gal 1:6  I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: 

Gal 1:7  Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 

Gal 1:8  But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached

unto you, let him be accursed. 

3. A statement about Paul’s beliefs about salvation

Eph 1:6  To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 

Eph 1:7  In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 

2Co 5:18  And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ…

II. The “Christ crucified” that Paul preached is rejected by men



A. The Jews—The world’s religious—Self-righteous men in every race and era

1. Jesus was a stumbling stone to the Jews of His day

Mat 12:14  Then the Pharisees went out, and held a council against him, how they might destroy him. 

Mar 3:6  And the Pharisees went forth, and straightway took counsel with the Herodians against him, how they might

destroy him. 

Luk 4:28  And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath, 

Luk 4:29  And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built,

that they might cast him down headlong. 

Joh 1:11  He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 

Joh 5:18  Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him…

Joh 7:19  …Why go ye about to kill me? 

Joh 7:32  The Pharisees heard that the people murmured such things concerning him; and the Pharisees and the chief

priests sent officers to take him. 

Joh 10:31  Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. 

Joh 11:53  Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to put him to death. 

Joh 12:10  But the chief priests consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death; 

Joh 12:11  Because that by reason of him many of the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus. 

2. The self-righteous religious stumble at a Savior—They don’t need one

Luk 18:11  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are,

extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 

Luk 18:12  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 

Luk 15:1  Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him. 

Luk 15:2  And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them. 

Luk 15:27  And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received

him safe and sound. 

Luk 15:28  And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and intreated him. 

Jon 3:10  And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said

that he would do unto them; and he did  it not. 

Jon 4:1  But it d ispleased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry. 

Luk 5:29  And Levi made him a great feast in his own house: and there was a great company of publicans and of others

that sat down with them. 

Luk 5:30  But their scribes and Pharisees murmured against his disciples, saying, Why do ye eat and drink with publicans

and sinners? 

Luk 5:31  And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are whole need not a physician; but they that are sick. 

Luk 5:32  I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

3. The show-off religious stumble at a Savior—All can see that they need none 

Mat 23:5  But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders

of their garments, 

Mat 23:6  And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, 

Mat 23:7  And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. 

Mat 23:13  But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for

ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in. 

Mat 23:14  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long

prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation. 

Mat 23:15  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and

when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves. 

Mat 23:28  Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 

4. Paul knew these things first-hand 

Act 8:1  And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the church which

was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the

apostles. 

Act 8:2  And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. 



Act 8:3  As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed

them to prison. 

Act 8:4  Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word. 

5. The offensiveness of the cross that Paul preached

a. Paul’s “Christ crucified” needs nothing else

Gal 5:11  And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why do I yet suffer persecution? then is the offence of the cross

ceased. 

b. Paul’s “Christ crucified” excludes all else

1Ti 2:5  For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 

Act 4:12  Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men,

whereby we must be saved. 

B. The Greeks—The world’s irreligious—‘Reasonable men’ of every race and era

1. Admire the creation—Yet despise the Creator

Rom 1:21  Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in

their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

Rom 1:22  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 

Rom 1:23  And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and

fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 

2. A reprobate mind—The world respects all religions except Christianity

Rom 1:28  And even as they did  not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do

those things which are not convenient; 

1Co 2:7  But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world

unto our glory: 

1Co 2:8  Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of

glory. 

1Co 2:9  But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things

which God hath prepared for them that love him. 

1Co 2:10  But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of

God. 

1Co 2:11  For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God

knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 

1Co 2:12  Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things

that are freely given to us of God. 

1Co 2:13  Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost

teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

1Co 2:14  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can

he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

1Co 2:15  But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. 

1Co 2:16  For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ. 

IV. The “Christ crucified” that Paul preached is admired by some

A. The “called” of both Jew and Greek

Joh 5:25  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of

God: and they that hear shall live. 

Rom 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according

to his purpose. 

Rom 8:29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did  predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be

the firstborn among many brethren. 

Rom 8:30  Moreover whom he did  predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom

he justified, them he also glorified. 

Rom 9:22  What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much longsuffering the

vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: 

Rom 9:23  And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto

glory, 

Rom 9:24  Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles? 

B. Christ—The power of God to save sinners

Rom 5:9  Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.
 



Rom 8:38  For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present,

nor things to come, 

Rom 8:39  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

C. Christ—The wisdom of God to save sinners

Rom 11:32  For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. 

Rom 11:33  O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and

his ways past finding out! 

Rom 11:34  For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 

Rom 11:35  Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? 

Rom 11:36  For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 


