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I. Thoughts on Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

A. M ain characters

1. Huckleberry Finn—An abused and confused runaway 14-year-old boy

—Ran from an abusive, white-trash, drunken, wicked father

—Ran from white, aristocratic, hypocritical, self-defined righteousness

2. Jim—An ignorant and superstitious (yet smart and kind) runaway slave

—Ran from being sold to slave traders

B. The book was (and still is) accused of being racist and anti-Christian

1. Twain was not degrading the black man

—But degrading the man that degrades the black man

—He is not guilty of being a racist

—He is guilty of exposing American racism

2. Twain was not degrading Christianity

—But degrading the man that degrades Christianity

—He is not guilty of being anti-Christian

—He is guilty of exposing American Christian hypocrisy

C. Thoughts on Twain’s assessment of American Christianity

1. The book is a convincing negative statement about white, Bible-belt Christianity

a. Preachers were either low-life, deceptive, greedy, heartless thieves 

—Or old ignorant fools

b. Feuding families worshipped together

—Yet brought guns to church and killed each other on Sunday afternoon

c. White men “with the Spirit” 

—Opted to pass out instead of hugging a black woman “with the Spirit”

2. Quote from Justin Kaplin’s introduction:

“…the book we love to hate and wish had never happened…”

D. Huck’s battle in his conscience of not living up to their ‘righteousness’

1. Jim had become his friend—He had come to care for him—Maybe even love him

2. That in itself was wrong—And even more wrong—Harboring a runaway slave

II. The passage that made me cry

“People that acts as I’d been acting about that nig___ goes to everlasting fire.  It made me shiver.  And I about made up my

mind to pray; and see if I couldn’t try to quit being the kind of a boy I was, and be better.  So I kneeled down.  But the words

wouldn’t come.  Why wouldn’t they?  It warn’t no use to try to hide it from Him.  Nor from me, neither.  I knowed very well

why they wouldn’t come.  It was because my heart warn’t right; it was because I warn’t square; it was because I was playing

double.  I was letting on to give up sin, but away inside of me, I was holding on to the biggest one of all.  I was trying to make

my mouth say I would do the right thing and the clean thing and go right to that nig__’s owner and tell where he was, but deep

down in me I knowed it was a lie—and He knowed it.  You can’t pray a lie—I found that out.  So I was full of trouble, full as

I could be, and I didn’t know what to do.

…set there thinking…how near I come to being lost and going to hell.  And I went on thinking.  And got to thinking over

our trip down the river; and I see Jim before me, all the time. In the day, and in the nighttime, sometimes moonlight,

sometimes storms, and we a floating along, talking, and singing, and laughing.  But somehow I couldn’t seem to find no

places to harden me against him, but only the other kind.

…I was a trembling, because I had got to decide, forever, betwixt two things, and I knowed it.  I studied a minute, sort of

holding my breath, and then I says to myself:  All right, then, I’ll go to hell.  

…It was awful thoughts, and awful words, but they was said.  And I let them stay said; and never thought no more about

reforming.”  

III. Why did I cry?

A. Not because Huck was going to hell for his sins

1. Salvation is not based on the sinner’s works (Eph 2:8) (Rom 6:23)

2. Salvation is not based on the sinner’s decision (Joh 15:16) (Eph 1:4)



3. There is a continuation in a state of grace to a state of glory (Phi 1:6)

4. Huck’s sin was more righteous than the accepted righteousness (Luk 18:9-14)

B. Not because of Huck’s lack of understanding of salvation by grace (2Ti 1:9)

C. Not because of Huck’s lack of peace and assurance (Rom 8:14-17) (8:29-39)

D. Not because of Huck’s struggle with sincere prayer (Mat 6:5-8)

E. Not because of Huck’s struggle with his conscience (Rom 7:7-24)

IV. Well, then, why did I cry?

A. I cried because a child of God would choose hell over America’s Christianity

B. I cried because hypocrisy drove Huck away from the God he needed

—The warped Christianity of Huck’s day was so un-Christ-like

—So full of hate, greed, selfishness, hypocrisy, turmoil

—So little true love, selflessness, realness, peace, refuge

C. I cried because hypocrisy has always been Christianity’s worst enemy 

Mar 7:6  ...Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but

their heart is far from me. 

Mar 7:7  Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 

Mar 7:8  For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men... 

Luk 12:1 …Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 

Mat 7:3  And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? 

Mat 7:4  Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own

eye? 

Mat 7:5  Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote

out of thy brother's eye. 

D. I cried because of conversions that lead to destruction

Mat 23:11  But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. 

Mat 23:12  And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted. 

Mat 23:13  But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye

neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in. 

Mat 23:14  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long

prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation. 

Mat 23:15  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and

when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child  of hell than yourselves.

Mat 23:28  Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 

E. I cried because hypocrisy still drives away God’s children

Mat 18:6  But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were

hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 

Mat 18:7  Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by whom

the offence cometh! 

Mat 18:8  Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee: it is better for thee to enter

into life halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire. 

Mat 18:9  And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life with one

eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire. 

Mat 18:10  Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do

always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. 

Mat 18:11  For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost. 

Mat 18:12  How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety

and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray? 

Mat 18:13  And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine

which went not astray. 

Mat 18:14  Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish. 

F. I cried because hypocrisy empties churches



Job 15:34  For the congregation of hypocrites shall be desolate… 

V. What do we do?

A. Be true to God’s word and God’s ways

B. Love God and love your neighbor

C. Do unto others, as you would have others do unto you

D. Be real toward all—In thought—In word—In deed


