
THE COMING KING 

Introduction 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem in procession during the Feast he was making a very public and 

profound statement. He used the Biblical symbolism of Israel’s king, and accepted the honour of the 

people who treated him as king. The story paints a remarkable picture of Jesus, and when we see it 

in context it brings us face-to-face with him.  

A welcomed king 

It was the people who took the initiative. They had heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem and 

went to welcome him. The use of palm branches was common as a form of welcome to royalty, their 

equivalent of our ‘red carpet’.  

The welcome was not surprising. They were familiar with him, his teaching and his miracles of 

mercy. The controversy over whether he was the Messiah was well-known as was the hostility of the 

Scribes and Pharisees. 

What triggered this was the fact that he had raised Lazarus from the dead just days before. That was 

a public act, and had led his enemies to plan his murder since so many people believed in him as a 

result.  

Since it was an important event there were many Jews visiting from other countries. Some non-Jews 

also were present and they asked Jesus disciples if they could see him (verses 20-26).  

People were expectant. He seemed to be the person, and this seemed to be the moment. Things 

were about to happen.  

A rightful king 

Since opinion was divided it is important to consider carefully Jesus’ claim to be king of the Jews.  

At the time, Jesus’ disciples did not notice all the symbolism of the event, but later they 

remembered the prophecy of Zechariah that said, ‘Fear not … your king is coming sitting on an ass’s 

colt’ (Zechariah 9:9). Jesus was using that saying to claim legitimacy.  

The Old Testament frequently mentioned the coming king, and he fitted the descriptions.  

He was the Son of David.  

The signs he performed showed that God was with him, something not possible if was an impostor. 

When John Baptist asked if he really was the Messiah Jesus pointed to the fulfilment of prophecy – 

"Go and tell John the things you have seen and heard: that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers 

are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the gospel preached to them. 

His entire bearing was what prophecy leads us to expect. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will 

bring forth justice to the Gentiles. He will not cry out, nor raise His voice, nor cause His voice to be 

heard in the street. A bruised reed He will not break, and smoking flax He will not quench; He will 

bring forth justice for truth. 

Three times the Father affirmed him before witnesses. ‘This is my beloved Son’ and on one occasion 

added, ‘Hear him’ (Matthew 17:5).  



His authority came from God’s appointment (Psalm 89). He did not seek the office of king any more 

than he sought the office of High Priest (Hebrews 5:4). ‘I have given him as a witness to the people, a 

leader and commander to the people’ (Isaiah 55:4).  

Although God had spoken about giving his people a king, he also spoke about himself as their 

ultimate ruler. The authority Jesus had as a man came from God; but he was also God in human skin 

and therefore our rightful ruler.  

The Old Testament concept of a king was of one who would save his people from their enemies. 

Jesus saved people from many incurable illnesses, cast out demons, and even raised the dead. His 

teaching showed the way of life and peace. He could say that he had come to give life more 

abundant.  

A different king 

The image of a king entering his capital city on a donkey is unusual to say the least.  

Instead of pomp and ceremony there is a sense of identifying with ordinary people – ‘meek and 

lowly’. The trappings of power that are regarded as socially important were conspicuously absent. 

He had no military entourage, only delighted fans and followers. What a contrast to the political 

guile of the Herodian dynasty or the brute force of the Romans.  

These things suggest his idea of kingship was radically different from the normal.  

His attitude to people was different. His messengers were ‘uneducated men’ whom people listened 

to only because ‘they had been with Jesus’ (Acts 4:13). He associated with people no one would 

associate with if they wanted to have credibility with the public – women, lepers, tax collectors. He 

welcomed children even when his disciples did not. The complaint was ‘This man receives sinners 

and eats with them’ (Luke 15:2).  

His attitude to power was different. He did not attempt to take over the apparatus of the state or 

lead any rebellion against it. He did not try to take over institutions that give access to power. His 

only power was the power of his message and the power he used in acts of mercy. That left him 

vulnerable to his enemies. When they arrested him he did not try to escape.  

When Pilate challenged his claim to be king he agreed, but linked his authority with witnessing to 

truth – incomprehensible to Pilate.  

Rejected king 

At the very moment he was being welcomed as their king the authorities were plotting to kill him on 

account of Lazarus. They were almost in despair at his influence, ‘You are accomplishing nothing. 

The world has gone after him!’ (verse 19).  

Days later they arrested him and handed him over to the foreign occupying power for crucifixion – 

the ultimate rejection. The crowd bayed, ‘Away with him! Crucify him!’  

When Pilate posted his ‘crime’ over the cross he simply wrote, ‘The King of the Jews’. Nothing could 

have been more pathetic.  

A king nevertheless 

Just as the disciples realised afterwards the significance of Jesus’ actions that day, so they 

understood later what he had achieved.  



Kings were regarded as military leaders, rescuing their people from enemies. On the cross Jesus 

defeated our three great enemies.  

That period of time he described as ‘you hour, and the power of darkness’. In the wilderness 

temptations Satan tried to make Jesus just like himself – a rebel against God. That is what he does 

with us, the very purpose of temptation. During his passion Jesus overcame the temptation to refuse 

God’s will. Satan was defeated, and our Saviour lives. 

He bore the weight of guilt and condemnation that belongs to us. He bore it to the point of offering 

his life to atone for it. In that sense he carried away the sin of the world.  

Death is our last enemy. By substituting himself and dying for us he freed us from it. Eternal life will 

be evident at the resurrection when he comes again.  

That threefold victory was publicised by his resurrection on the third day. God vindicated him as his 

Son and his people’s king (Psalm 2).  

He is active still. Every conversion and every miracle of mercy comes from him.  

He still claims followers by his gospel.  

He is still welcomed by some, and he is still rejected by others. 

He will return in glory, when every eye will see him, every knee bow to him, and every tongue 

confess that Jesus is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  


