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Anybody here like getting mail? It depends, right? Right. Some days you go out to the 
mailbox and it's awesome and other days not so much. The older I get and the more 
responsibilities that Rachel and I take on whether as a married couple or adult individuals 
or now a married couple with a baby daughter, more often than not I find myself going 
out to the mailbox and finding something annoying and boring like a bill or some form I 
have to fill out. But I remember as I was growing up working at camp and I remember 
being in the dorm and dorm life at Appalachian Bible College. I remember mail time and 
going to the mailbox where I was was one of the most exciting times definitely in my 
day, sometimes of my week, because when you're a kid at camp, you don't get bills in the 
mail at camp. When you're a kid at camp or sometimes you're a kid away at college, you 
go to your mailbox and it's a check, it's a letter from your sweetheart. Sometimes it's a 
package, those were sweet, because who knows what's in there. I remember a few times I 
got packages and they had all kinds of snacks and toys and all kinds of cool stuff in there. 
How would you like to go out to your mailbox one day, pop it open, pull out a piece of 
mail and you see it is a letter addressed to you directly from the Lord Jesus Christ? Wow, 
you might be stunned. My mouth would fall open and I'd probably drop it.

This morning you may have already noticed by looking on your bulletin, we're going to 
be looking at the book of Revelation this morning. As we examine the word this morning, 
we're going to look and observes some things from a letter written to a church; a church 
in a busy, bustling port city called Ephesus. It's a letter written directly from our Lord 
Jesus Christ to that church and I believe upon studying this letter and examining this 
letter that Christ has written this letter to each and every believer here this morning, each 
and every local church scattered throughout our country and throughout our world.

Turn with me to Revelation 2 and as you are turning there but before I actually jump in 
and we start reading and observing, let's set the stage here for a moment. In chapter 1, I'm 
just going to recap, you can stay in chapter 2. In chapter 1, we pick up with a man 
describing a little bit about his circumstances and what's going on, it's a man named John. 
He's the apostle, the disciple that we read about all over the Gospels, the Apostle John. 
John was the pastor at the church of Ephesus and when you think about John, I know at 
least one of the things I think about when I think about who John is, you think about all 
the times in the Gospels where John records and other Gospel writers record that this 
beloved disciple is leaning in close on the breast of Jesus so you kind of get this image 
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sometimes that John is maybe the more feminine, the intimate one who is sharing all 
these close and tender moments with Jesus. But the fact of the matter is that in the late 
first century there, John not too long after taking the role of pastor at the church of 
Ephesus there, his proclamation and heralding of the Gospel message was so powerful, so 
intrusive to the order of that day, people were getting saved left and right, the church of 
Ephesus was growing and expanding and exploding and the leaders there in Ephesus 
were getting sick of it. They were tired of this guy going around preaching this 
monotheistic religion, this monotheistic Gospel that there is one God and one Christ. And 
so one day they sent a couple soldiers and they arrested John. This is very, very late in 
John's life. If I remember correctly, this was written in the 90s. So John has probably by 
this point outlived the rest of the 12. John is an old man. Now, you may have heard 
before that upon arresting John, they exiled him to the island of Patmos. If you got exiled 
to the island of Patmos, you fell into one of 2 categories. You were either one: young and 
strong and able-bodied enough that they could squeeze years and decades of work out of 
you before you eventually died; or 2: you were old and frail and feeble and you couldn't 
do anything else so they exiled you to this island, threw  you in a cell, threw away the key 
and just waited for the day that you finally eventually died. 

So John in his early to late 90s, has been exiled to the island of Patmos and he finds 
himself, we read in chapter 1, he finds himself on the Lord's day in the Spirit worshiping 
God and he has this vision. He hears a voice that he hadn't probably heard since about 60 
years ago, it's the voice of his Savior. And he looks up and he sees this glorious vision of 
a man who he hadn't seen in 60 years and Jesus tells him in Revelation 1:19, he tells 
John, "John, I want you to write down the things that you have already seen this day and I 
want you to write down the things that are taking place right now and then I want you to 
write down the things that will take place after this."

So as we pick up in chapter 2, John has already recorded what he has seen and Christ in 
chapter 2 commissions John to pick up that pen and that papyrus and write a few letters 
out. Let's look in verse 1 of chapter 2 at what Jesus has to say to the church in Ephesus. 
Revelation 2:1, 

1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that 
holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the 
seven golden candlesticks; 2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy 
patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast 
tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them 
liars: 3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast 
laboured, and hast not fainted. 4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against 
thee, because thou hast left thy first love. 5 Remember therefore from 
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will 
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, 
except thou repent. 6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the 
Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of 
the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. 
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This morning as we examine and observe from this letter to the church at Ephesus, there 
are 5 things, 5 observations that we are going to make. What is the first of those 5 things? 
Christ starts this letter off by describing his character and so the first thing we're going to 
see this morning is Christ's character. Look at verse 1, "Unto the angel of the church of 
Ephesus write; These things," and this is Christ we're talking about here, "These things  
saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the 
seven golden candlesticks." What in the world does that mean? He's walking around with 
stars in his hand and he's walking around candlesticks. What is going on here? Look back 
in chapter 1, verse 20, Jesus himself explains what's going on here. Look at chapter 1, 
verse 20, Jesus says, "The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, 
and the seven golden candlesticks." Here we go, "The seven stars are the angels of the 
seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches." 
So the stars are these angels and the candlesticks are the churches. Angels in especially 
chapters 1 and 2 here in Revelation, what you see there is the word "angel" comes from 
the Greek word "aggelos" which typically can mean one of 2 things: it either means the 
big, powerful, sometimes scary, awe-inducing, winged being or it can mean messenger. 
So when we pick up in chapter 2, he says "to the angel of the church in Ephesus." He's 
saying, "to the messenger representative of the church of Ephesus." Right, now who is 
the messenger in the church? It's the pastor. The first description of his character he gives 
us is that "he holdeth the seven stars in his right hand." Christ is protective of his pastors.

Since April, Rachel and I have been gone just about every single weekend traveling 
around New England preaching in different churches, helping different churches out, and 
I have noticed a trend. As I travel around New England and I'm involved with these 
different churches, the trend I have noticed is that churches do not value the role of the 
pastor, the authority of the pastor, the position of the pastor, the man who is the pastor. 
They do not place enough value on that position. And remember here too, we already 
established John was the pastor at the church of Ephesus but he got arrested and exiled, 
doomed to die, so God opens this letter by stating this glorious, comforting and yet 
challenging fact that his pastors, these men that he himself has appointed, are kept and 
held and protected and shielded in his very right hand. Not his left, his right hand. He's  
saying, "Guys, I've got your pastor in my right hand. It's going to be okay. I know you are 
worried about him but I'm holding him in my right hand." Can I just encourage you this 
morning, your pastor, your elder, your elders, your church leaders but especially your 
pastor, is held in the very right hand of God and if you desire to bicker and to gossip, to 
slander, to tear him down, you are not just attacking man, you are contending with the 
very right hand of God. 

He is protective of his pastors but look at what he says next, he says, "who walketh in the 
midst of the seven golden candlesticks," and we established from chapter 1 that the 
candlesticks are the churches so not only is God protective of his pastors, he is present in 
his churches. Do you recognize this morning that God is among our midst right now? 
That when we get together we quote, "Where 2 or 3 are gathered together in my name, 
there I am in the midst of them," and that's nice and that's applicable but do you recognize 
this morning, whether you are gathered in the name of Jesus or not, God is still here? 
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Whether you come to church and you are clean and you are righteous and you're walking 
in the way that he has commanded you to go, whether you are in love with him or not, 
whether you are doing the right thing or you're not, he is in your midst and he sees and 
knows and understands every bit of good and evil, right and wrong, righteousness and 
unrighteousness that goes on here? 

Christ's character: he is protective of his pastor's; he is present with his churches but what 
is the next thing that we see? The next thing that we see is Christ's commendation and he 
commends them for 3 things we see in verses 2 and 3. The first thing he says is, "I know 
thy works, and thy labour." He commends them for their deeds. This is a busy, bustling 
port city. If you wanted to do trade and commerce and if you wanted to do business in 
this area, you went to Ephesus. If you wanted to move product, if you wanted to network, 
you went to Ephesus. This church is busy. They are out and involved in their community 
and they are working and they are toiling. 

He commends them for their deeds but not only does he commend them for their deeds, 
what he says next in verse 2, "and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou 
hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars." He 
commends them, folks, for their doctrine. This church in Ephesus, this is a church that 
knows doctrine. They know theology. I found that the temptation of the vast majority of 
churchgoers is to neglect the keeping and the sustaining of sound solid doctrine. 
Sometimes doctrine can come across to us as sort of boring, not exactly applicable, easily 
applicable anyway. But he commends them for their doctrine. 

He commends them for their deeds, their doctrine and then in verse 3 he says, "And hast 
borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted." He 
commends them for their determination and the idea, the concept here in the original 
language is that he is commending them for patiently bearing up and enduring for the 
long run the work that he has called them to do. 

Over at Northeastern Baptist College we're building a big maintenance garage behind our 
library and I've been there helping out with it since day one. I helped them to dig the hole 
to lay the foundation. So we've got our foundation in. We've got our floor in the building 
all leveled off. We've got our frame up for the building and on Friday, I got 
voluntold/invited to come over and help out now with the roof. What was really going on 
was the older guys who had been doing this for months were tired of going up and down 
the ladder and they wanted a younger guy to be the guy to be the workhorse carrying 
stuff up and down the ladder. So on Friday from 8 AM to 5-ish, all day, unceasingly, I'm 
carrying gigantic 8 foot sheets of plywood up 3 stories on this ladder. Up and down and 
up and down. Let me tell you, they were heavy at first but when we got back from lunch, 
those things were massive to me. I've got bruises up and down my arms and my legs to 
prove it. What was I doing? I'm bearing up this heavy, awkward object up the ladder to 
accomplish the goal and anyone in any church who has worked and toiled and labored 
like this church in Ephesus, anyone who has held fast and clung to sound doctrine and 
theology amidst the changing and shifting, unstable culture and society that we live in, 
you know that is hard work. It's difficult and it's only getting harder. 
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He commends them for their deeds, their doctrine and their determination. I could sit here 
all day and listen to someone talk to me about the character of Christ. I could sit here all 
day and listen to someone talk to me about what I'm doing right and commend me, give 
me a pat on the shoulder and say, "Atta boy." Maybe you're like me, when it comes time 
for Christ's condemnation, sometimes I want to turn around and run in the opposite 
direction when in reality this right here is where we need to lean in and pay special 
attention. Verse 4, "Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy 
first love." You see, despite all the doing and the working and the laboring and regardless 
of the perfect, solid, sound doctrine and despite this church's effort and endurance and 
patience and bearing up of the load, they had left their first love which screams at us the 
importance that our love for Christ really is. You're about to enter what is going to be a 
long, stressing, tiring, exhausting, draining, depleting week of vacation Bible school and 
you're going to be doing and working and laboring and you're going to be teaching young 
men and women, boys and girls, sound doctrine. This church had done all of that but they 
had left their first love.

This morning I want to ask you a question to just think about this for a moment: why is 
that such a big deal? Why is it such a big deal that this church had left, they left, they 
intentionally left their first love? Turn with me to Matthew 22:34. The Pharisees and the 
Sadducees and the scribes and the elders at this point they are trying to trip Jesus up, 
trying to get him to slip in what he says so that they can crucify him. In verse 34 of 
Matthew 22, it says, "But when the Pharisees had heard that he had put the Sadducees to 
silence," he refuted their arguments, "they were gathered together. Then one of them, 
which was a lawyer," figures, "asked him a question, tempting him, and saying," here's 
the question, "Master, which is the great commandment in the law?" Master, what is the 
greatest commandment in all of the law? Now, you've got to remember here, these guys 
have like over 600-650 laws. That's a lot of laws and they are trying to get him to slip up 
here. They say, "Jesus, out of all of those 600+ commandments and laws, which one of 
those is the absolute greatest, the most important?" Verse 37, "Jesus said unto him, Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind. This is the first and great commandment."

Jesus does something very dangerous here because what we find here is that your love for 
God is just as important as, "Thou shalt not murder. Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, soul, mind," and Mark adds "strength," is just as much of a 
commandment as, "Thou shalt not commit adultery or thou shalt not lie." It is the greatest 
commandment. Has there ever been a time in your life where you love Jesus Christ more 
than what you do right now? If the answer to that is yes, then according to Jesus himself 
here, you've got a big problem. You have transgressed this commandment. You have 
fallen short of this standard. But praise God that the letter does not end here. We have 
seen Christ's character. We have seen Christ's commendation. We have seen Christ's 
condemnation. Next let us see Christ's correction. 

Turn with me back to Revelation 2 if you haven't already. Here is what Jesus offers as a 
correction for this shortcoming. Verse 5, "Remember therefore from whence thou art 
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fallen, and repent, and do the first works." Did you catch that? There are 3 things he tells 
you to do. This morning if you are not completely, totally consumed with love for Jesus 
Christ, he tells you to do 3 things. 1. Remember. Literally think back and recall a time, 
maybe the time in your life, where you were in love with, passionate about, consumed by, 
your affection and love for Jesus Christ. If you're sitting here today and you're a believer, 
you've been there. I've been there. Those mountaintop experiences where you just can't 
get enough. He says the first thing you need to do is remember those times. What was it 
like? What were you doing? What was going on in your life? What were you seeing? 
What were you hearing? Remember. 

And the second thing he says there is repent. If you have failed to love the Lord Jesus 
Christ with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, that is a sin, a transgression, that must 
be dealt with and you deal with it by repenting, admitting your guilt before God, turning 
around 180, resolving to love him. 

Remember that mountaintop experience. Repent of your sin of being unloving toward 
God. What does he say next? Do the first works. Repeat now all those things that you 
were doing when you were radically in love with Jesus. Here are a few suggestions. I 
could almost guarantee that as you hearken back in your memory to those times, those 
mountaintop experiences where you were in love with the Lord Jesus, you were listening 
to him speak to you through his word on a regular basis. You were communicating to him 
through prayer. You were fellowshiping regularly with like minded believers. Your 
mouth was uttering and singing praise to him on a regular basis. It says don't just 
remember and don't just repent, now do. Repeat those first works that you were doing 
before.

We have seen Christ's character. We have seen Christ's commendation and his 
condemnation. We have seen Christ's correction. There is one more thing that we need to 
look at though. Why do we do all this? What is the point? The last thing that we're going 
to look at this morning as we draw our time to a close is Christ's consequences. Look 
there at verse 5, "Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the 
first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of 
his place, except thou repent." You see, if you refuse to heed this correction that Christ is 
offering you, if you as a church refuse to love the Lord Jesus Christ with all of your heart 
and with all of your soul and with all of your mind and with all of your strength, Jesus 
says, "I will come to you and remove your candlestick out of its place," and we know 
from chapter 1 the candlestick is the church itself. Jesus is saying, "If you don't want to 
love me, I will come to you quickly and I will take that church out of your grasp and your 
possession so fast you won't know what happened. I will take it away from you." Why? 
Because you can do anything you want here. You can sing whatever songs you want. 
You can put on whatever programs you want. You can wear whatever clothes you want. 
You can use whatever Bible you want. You can preach however you want. It's not about 
you this morning, ladies and gentlemen, and it's not about me, it's about Jesus Christ 
when we gather here together.
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That's the consequence of refusing to love Christ. What is the consequence or the result 
when we follow his correction? Look in verse 7, "He that hath an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of 
life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God." The unloving rebels get their precious 
church taken away from them and those who choose to love the Lord their God with all 
of their heart and all of their soul and with all of their mind and with all of their strength, 
to all of those people, God promises that one day they will enjoy and be full and satisfied 
by the presence of Jesus Christ in eternity forevermore.

Go ahead and bow your heads and close your eyes with me this morning. In this moment 
of self-reflection I would like to ask you again: has there ever been a time in your life 
where you love the Lord Jesus Christ more than what you do in this moment? And if the 
answer to that question is yes, I do not love Jesus as much as I ought to right now, I 
encourage you, Jesus encourages you, remember. Remember those times where you were 
consumed with a passion for Christ. Repent your sin and your transgression. And now as 
we pray and sing and are dismissed, now you go and you repeat those things, those 
actions that you were doing before.

Father, I thank you for this word to the church of Ephesus, to us, and each and every one  
of us here this morning. Lord, I thank you for the truth of it. Thank you your truth and 
your law pricks and pierces our conscience and our souls, our hearts. Lord, I pray for 
Collinsville Bible Church just in general but especially as Collinsville enters vacation 
Bible school week. O Father, I pray over them and on behalf of them that you will enable  
them and quicken them to be 100% completely focused on you. May they not neglect, 
become cold and apathetic in their love toward you. Father, if that happens I pray that 
they will follow the prescription, the correction that you have given them in your word. 
Lord, you are a great God. You are gracious and merciful. You are sovereign and ruling.  
You are just and righteous. Lord, we pray that you will stir in us, that you will light us 
aflame with a love and a passion for you that drives us to labor and to toil and to endure 
patiently. Thank you for this time this morning. I pray that you will bless Collinsville as 
they enter this week of vacation Bible school. May it be a profitable week. Lord, I pray 
for the salvation of souls and the edification of your saints. Dismiss us in the next few 
moments, Father, with your real and personal, gracious and sovereign blessing. In Jesus'  
name I pray. Amen.
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