
Luke 2:19 – Gospel Cherishing and Pondering                          Holy Medley, 412, Come to the Waters  
 

The virgin Mary was with child, and she and Joseph had gone up to the city called Bethlehem in order to 

register for the census decreed by Caesar Augustus—while in Bethlehem, May gives birth, and finding no 

room in the inn they wrap the child in cloths and laid Him in a manger... 
 

Nearby, the Angel of the Lord, accompanied by a heavenly host, appears to a group of Shepherds telling them 

of this long awaited event—so the Shepherds go to Bethlehem to see these things for themselves, and there 

they recount to Mary, Joseph and all else present, everything they were told... 
 

Verse 19, our text, is Mary's response to the information recounted to her by the Shepherds, and it's my intent 

to consider it under the broad and topical theme—Gospel treasuring and pondering... 
 

Now—I believe two things are true of every Christian without exception—[1] they want to grow in Christ-

likeness, and [2] they lament the fact that their grown is so slow—they want to grow in grace, understanding, 

love, and purity—and yet, they see so little progress in their lives... 
 

There is NO simple way to grow in these things—it takes time and it takes work—yes, it's all the grace of God, 

but my friends, we're told to be strong in the grace that's in Christ—thus there are several basic duties or 

disciplines ordained of God, through which Christians grow in grace and knowledge—and this morning, I 

want to suggest to you, NOT the ONLY one, but a primary one, and one that takes great effort and diligence to 

perfect—Gospel treasuring and pondering... 
 

Richard Baxter—"If, by the means of meditation you don't find an increase of all your graces, and don't grow 

beyond the stature of common Christians, and are not made more serviceable in your place, and more precious 

in the eyes of discerning people. If you soul does not enjoy more communion with God and your life isn't 

fuller with comfort, then never mediate again and call me no more than a deceiving fool..." 
 

I.   The Verse Explained  

II.  The Verse Applied  
 

I.   The Verse Explained  
 

1. Here I simply want to move through v19, briefly examining the five major parts—"but Mary kept all these 

things and pondered them in her heart..." 

2. [1] But Mary—this is in contrast to those mentioned in v18—those who merely wondered at what they 

heard...  

3. The word rendered "marveled" literally means—"to be astonished, amazed, surprised, or uncertain of 

something..." 

4. It doesn't necessary mean anything good or bad—we're not expressly told who they are, but that they—

"wondered..." 

5. What they heard was amazing to them, but in contrast—"But Mary kept all these things and pondered 

them..." 

6. Mary's response ought not surprise us, earlier back in chapter 1, the angel already revealed to her these 

things... 

7. Lk.1:28—"And having come in, the angel said to her, Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; 

blessed are you among women..." 

8. V30—"Then the angel said to her, Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, 

you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus..." 

9. Now—brethren, while we despise the perversions of Rome with regards to Mary, she was a privileged 

woman... 

10. For what was told her by the angel in ch.1 and the shepherds in ch.2—was true of her son and her Savior 

(2:47)... 

11. [2] Kept—the word rendered "kept" literally means—"to keep close or preserve"—it refers to something 

valued and thus protected... 

12. Both the NIV and NAS have rendered it "treasured"—"But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering 

them in her heart..."  
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13. Thus—by "kept" is meant—Mary treasured or highly esteemed what she was told—she cherished the 

words... 

14. Prov.2:1—"My son, if you receive my words, and treasure my commands within you"—keep them as 

treasure... 

15. [3] All these things—by "all these things" is primarily meant what was told her by the shepherds, by the 

angel... 

16. Luke 2:10-12—"Then the angel said to them, Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of 

great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 

Christ the Lord..." 

17. Luke 2:17—"Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them 

concerning this Child..."  

18. But—I suggest the "these things" also included what Gabriel the angel told her earlier in first chapter 

(vv30-35)... 

19. Lk.1:30-35—"Then the angel said to her, Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 

behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. He will be 

great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father 

David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end. Then 

Mary said to the angel, How can this be, since I do not know a man? And the angel answered and said to 

her, The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, 

also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God..." 

20. [4] And Pondered them—the word rendered "ponder" literally means—"to bring together in order to 

compare..." 

21. It's rendered "met" in Acts 20:14, where Paul and the apostles met together in order to sail on the same 

ship... 

22. It's rendered "confer" in Acts 4:15, where the Council came together to confer or compare opinions 

concerning how to handle the apostles... 

23. Thus—Mary brought together "all that she heard" for the purpose of—putting together, comparison and 

contemplation... 

24. One grammarian renders the verse—"May, however, continued to guard these things closely, putting them 

all together in her heart..." 

25. But the word also suggest "a slow and thorough comparison"—in a way a person might examine a 

precious stone—slowly pondering every line, crevasse, and crease—turning it over, and examining it from 

every angle... 

26. [5] In her heart—Mary's heart was like a vault or safe, in which she hid or kept those things she treasured 

most...   

27. She pondered them IN her heart and WITH her heart—that is with her soul—with her inner man or inmost 

being... 

28. Thus—by "heart" is meant "soul"—the home of the intellect and affections—she thought, loved, and 

rejoiced in them... 

29. Now—this is important—because she did more than merely think about them in an external or formal 

way... 

30. Brethren—we must NEVER divorce the mind from the heart, the intellect from the affections—these are 

one... 

31. The soul or heart of man is home to his intellect (thinking), and affections (feeling), and both are 

necessary... 

32. But—the Scripture does warn of a knowledge of things that does not affect, impact, or engage the 

affections... 

33. It's for this reason, David, throughout Psalm 119, speaks about praising, seeing, and obeying God with 

his—whole heart... 

34. That is—with the whole soul—with his intellect, affections, and will—the whole of his soul or, his whole 

heart... 

35. Ps.119:10—"With my whole heart I have sought You" v34—"I shall observe Your law with my whole 

heart" v58—"I entreated Your favor with my whole heart" v69—"I will keep Your precepts with my 

whole heart" v145—"I cry out with my whole heart..." 
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36. The final thing I want to say about this verse is, treasuring and pondering were things Mary did her entire 

life... 

37. Lk.2:51—"Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them, but His mother 

kept all these things in her heart..."  

38. That is—she kept all that Christ had said and done—she cherished them within her heart as if they 

treasure... 
 

Doctrine—The Gospel is a Treasure to be Cherished and Pondered  
 

II.  The Verse Applied  
 

A. The gospel is a treasure to be CHERISHED  
 

1. Now—before I go further, let me clarify—we obviously need to cherish the whole of Scripture, without 

exception... 

2. We must cherish the commands, warnings, exhortations, threatenings, and narratives—the whole of 

Scripture... 

3. But—here I'm talking in the more narrowed sense of the gospel—that is—the message of God's love in 

Christ... 

4. This is, in some sense, the crow-jewels of Holy Scripture—everything in one way or another, points to 

this... 

5. [1] How to cherish—that is—what are some simple ways in which we can cherish the gospel of Jesus 

Christ... 

6. [a] Intently listen to it—that is—listen to it (read and preached), carefully and closely—remembering it's 

God's word... 

7. Surely, one obvious way we fail to cherish the word, is to hear it in a flippant, unconcerned, and 

indifferent way... 

8. [b] Rightly understand it—this is another way I fear many Christians fail to cherish the word—they fail to 

search it... 

9. Prov.2:1-5—"My son, if you receive my words, and treasure my commands within you, so that you incline 

your ear to wisdom, and apply your heart to understanding; yes, if you cry out for discernment, and lift up 

your voice for understanding, if you seek her as silver, and search for her as for hidden treasures; then you 

will understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God..." 

10. [c] Safely store it—that is—safely store this treasure within your heart, through memorization of holy 

Scripture...   

11. Ps.119:11—"You word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You" Job 22:22—"Receive, 

please, instruction from His mouth, and lay up His words in your heart..." 

12. [d] Highly esteem it—that is—we must ever remember, Scripture is the word of God, and should be highly 

prized...  

13. Dear Christian people, surely we understand the gospel is the greatest message in the history of the 

world.... 

14. The problem is—we hear it so often—we know the particulars—and at times, we can fail to truly 

appreciate it... 

15. Do you know one of the greatest sins a Christian can commit, is failing to esteem and cherish the gospel of 

God... 

16. [e] Truly believe it—hat is—to cherish the gospel is to believe it—to accept it—to apply it to our own 

hearts... 

17. [2] Why cherish—that is—what are some motives (or reasons) WHY Christians ought to cherish the 

gospel...  

18. [a] Because of its origin, Lk.2:10—"Then the angel said to them, Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you 

good tidings of great joy..." 

19. [b] Because of its content, Lk.2:11—"For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 

Christ the Lord..." 

20. [c] Because of its benefits, Lk.2:14—"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward 

men..."  
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B. The gospel is a treasure to be PONDERED  
 

1. The gospel is not only a jewel to be treasured or cherished, but also pondered—we ponder what's 

cherished... 

2. Ps.119:97—"Oh, how I love Your law (this is cherishing)! It is my meditation all the day (this is 

pondering)..." 

3. [1] How to ponder—that is—what are a few simply and practical ways that Christians can imitate Mary's 

pondering... 

4. Now—before I suggest these, let me clarify that the content of our meditation is a specific portion of 

Scripture... 

5. This of course does not deny, that creation and providence are both useful subjects of meditation or 

pondering... 

6. But—the specific kind of meditation I'm referring to, is usually done in connection with Bible reading and 

prayer... 

7. [a] Deeply consider it—this is at the very heart of meditation—deep thinking upon the meaning of the 

text... 

8. Donald Whitney—"Meditation is deep thinking on the truths and spiritual realities revealed in the 

Scripture for the purpose of understanding, application and prayer...” 

9. I suggest you do something similar to what I've done—examine the text phrase by phrase, understanding 

each part... 

10. Ask the text questions—"but Mary kept all these things in her heart"—who is Mary, what does it mean to 

keep, what did she keep, where did she keep it, and why... 

11. Essential to meditation or pondering is asking questions—interrogating the text—seeking to understand its 

meaning... 

12. What I will often do is—enlist the help of a commentary or two—that may assist us in understanding the 

text... 

13. But—brethren, I trust this goes without saying—unless we understand the text, meditation will hardly 

benefit us...   

14. [b] Properly connect it—having understood the basic meaning of the text, we must then understand its 

relation to the rest of Scripture...  

15. We must remember, Scripture is one book that relates to itself in two ways—thematically and 

theologically...   

16. THEMATICALLY—that is—Scripture has one grand theme—the glory of God in the salvation of sinners 

through Christ... 

17. Thus—regardless where we are reading and meditating, we must see this text in relation to this overall 

theme... 

18. THEOLOGICALLY—that is—whatever theology a text teaches, it contributes to the same theology 

taught elsewhere... 

19. For example, if I'm meditating on an OT text that describes God's power, then I look at a NT text that 

teaches the same thing... 

20. [c] Personally apply it—having sought to understand the text and its relation to the rest of Scripture, we 

must then see its relation to us... 

21. Donald Whitney—"The outcome of meditation should be application. Like chewing without swallowing, 

so meditation is incomplete without some type of application..."  

22. For example, take again Lk.2:19—"But Mary kept all these things, pondering them in her heart"—do I 

treasure and ponder these things... 

23. Hasn't God also spoken to me, not directly by angles and shepherds, but indirectly through His infallible 

word...  

24. [2] Why ponder—that is—what are some simply reasons or motives for Christians to imitate Mary's 

pondering...  

25. Wilhelmus a Brakel—"Meditation is a spiritual exercise in which a godly person—having a heart that is 

separated from the earth and lifted up toward heaven—reflects upon and engages his thoughts toward God 

and divine things with which he was already previously acquainted. He does so in order to be led further 

into divine mysteries, to be kindled with love, to be comforted, and to be stirred up to lively exercises...” 



 5 

26. [a] It gives light, Ps.119:99—"I  have more understanding than all my teachers, for Your testimonies are 

my meditation..." 

27. Deep thinking upon a text provides insight into the meaning of the text—it enables us to look down into 

the text.;.. 

28. For example, if you were to place a tea bag within a cup of hot water, the longer you leave it the more tea 

gets dissolved into the water... 

29. So too—if we were to liken the word of God to a tea bag, and the mind to a cup of water, the longer we 

meditate upon the word the stronger will be our understanding... 

30. In fact, it’s my opinion that daily mediation upon Scripture would render a man more knowledgeable of 

Scripture then a four year seminary degree without it... 

31. Yet, such deep and purposed thinking upon a text takes work, work that I’m afraid not every person is 

willing to give...  

32. If there was ever a generation raised in such a way, whereas deep and intense thinking was foreign, it is 

this present generation... 

33. But brethren, let me ask you—is this present generation any better for it—isn’t it safe to say that we have 

reared a biblically illiterate and spiritually shallow generation... 

34. [b] It increases heat. Ps.39:3—"as I meditated the fire burned"—that is—mediation stoked the flames of 

devotion... 

35. One man said—"Reading brings a truth into our head, meditation brings it into our heart"—we could say, 

meditation brings the weight of the text down upon us... 

36. Or we could say through hearing and reading, the word gets into us, but through meditation and pondering 

we get into the word... 

37. It's as if every word becomes an opened door which leads into the broad meadow of God’s heart—it 

provides us access into the secret chambers of Jehovah... 

38. Every syllable and letter becomes sweet—"How sweet are Thy words to my taste! Yes, sweeter than 

honey to my mouth..." 

39. Oh brethren, if there was ever a path that leads to the third heaven, it is meditation, wherein souls are fitted 

with wings to fly... 

40. George Swinnock—"Meditation to the word is what fire is to water; though water be naturally so cold, yet 

put fire under it, and it will make it hot and boiling; so, though thine heart be cold in regard of affection to 

the word, put this fire under it, and it will boil with love to it..." 

41. Now this is not to imply that ever time who meditate upon Scripture you and I will always experience such 

stirring and strengthening of affection... 

42. Like any means of grace, hearing, reading, singing, and prayer, there are times when we perceive little 

immediate benefit... 

43. Oh my brethren, how may times have you or I read our Bibles with a cold heart, only to have them heated 

up by meditation.. 

44. [c] It motivates the feet, Josh.1:8—"This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall 

meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you 

will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success..." 

45. The COMMAND to meditate—"This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall 

meditate in it day and night..."  

46. The PURPOSE  of mediation—"THAT YOU MAY OBSERVE TO DO according to all that is written in 

it"  

47. The BLESSING of meditation—"For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have 

good success..." 

48. Brakel—"How much profit there is to be found in this! It consists in having fellowship with God, to enjoy 

His intimate affection, to receive a foretaste of heaven, to be changed into His image, to be adorned with 

the luster of His glory, and to enjoy all that your soul finds delight in. What more could you wish upon 

earth? Therefore, engage yourself in this exercise and become accustomed to it. Even if it is a difficult and 

tough task at first, it will subsequently become more delightful, and the Lord will not permit you to seek 

Him in vain..." 

 

 


