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And This Will We Do, If God Permits 
An Expositional Journey through the Epistle to the Hebrews 

Chapter 3: The Preeminence of Jesus Christ 
Hebrews 1:1-4 

21: The Preeminence of Jesus Christ: Part 6
 

WAOY Tuesday 01/27/09  

 

Welcome again, my beloved in Jesus Christ. We are continuing 

our verse-by-verse journey through the Epistle of Hebrews, and today I 

want to continue to look at what the writer of Hebrews taught about the 

Preeminence of Jesus Christ. So let’s open our Bibles and read Hebrews 

1:1-4 again together: 
     

1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions 

and in many ways,  
2in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all 

things, through whom also He made the world.  
3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His 

nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made 

purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
4 having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more 

excellent name than they. 
 

Now on the last broadcast, we were looking at the seven 

“excellencies” that the writer of Hebrews shows us in the second half of 

verse two and all of verse three. Let’s read those verses again together. 
 

2 whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the 

world.  
3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His 

nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made 

purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
  

Now in these two verses, we can see seven very powerful 

“excellencies” about Jesus that we need to examine very closely. Those 

seven excellencies are: 
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1. His Heirship 

2. His Creatorship 

3. His Radiance 

4. His Being 

5. His Administration 

6. His Sacrifice 

7. His Exaltation 

 

And on the last broadcast, we were looking at the first excellency 

that the writer of Hebrews gives to us. And that is the Heirship of Jesus 

Christ, and I want to continue looking at that today. I want us to turn 

and read The Revelation 5:1-10 together. 
     

1 I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book written inside 

and on the back, sealed up with seven seals.  
2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to 

open the book and to break its seals?”  
3 And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the 

book or to look into it.  
4 Then I began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to open the 

book or to look into it;  
5 and one of the elders said to me, “Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from 

the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and 

its seven seals.” 
6 And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders 

a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the 

seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.  
7 And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him who sat on the 

throne.  
8 When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four 

elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls 

full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  
9 And they sang a new song, saying, 

“Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, 

and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and 

people and nation. 
10 “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will 

reign upon the earth.” 
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Now, here we see a picture of God sitting on His Throne, with a 

book in His Hand. Now at the time that John wrote this Book, there 

were no such things as books as we know them today. When the New 

Testament was written down, the writers used scrolls. And the same 

thing was true about titles and deeds and all legal papers; they too were 

written down on scrolls. And this particular scroll or book that John 

saw is the “title deed” to the earth and all that is in the earth. It is the 

deed for the legal Heir of the whole earth, the One who has the right to 

take the earth and possess it and rule over it. 

 According to both Jewish and Greek historians like 

Josephus and Philo, in New Testament times, Roman law required that 

a legal will had to be sealed seven times to protect it from being 

tampered with. As the will was made out and signed, it was rolled up 

and sealed at every turn until seven seals were put on it. Roman law 

stated that the seals were not to be broken until the death of the person 

who had written it. 

 So I want you to notice that here in Revelation 5, this book or scroll 

was sealed with seven seals. That tells us that this book was a legal 

title deed and not just an ordinary book. It was the deed to the 

ownership of the whole earth, and was sealed until after the death of 

Jesus Christ.   

Now look closely at The Revelation 5:2-4 again. 
 

2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to 

open the book and to break its seals?”  
3 And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the 

book or to look into it.  
4 Then I began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to open the 

book or to look into it;  

 

Here we see that John was perplexed. He cried and cried, because 

no one in Heaven… no one on the Earth… and no one under the Earth 

was worthy to open the seals and read the book. But look what 

happened next in verse five. 

 
5 and one of the elders said to me, “Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from 

the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and 

its seven seals.” 



Page | 4  

 

 

And then in verse six, John sees Jesus and understands that 

Jesus is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, and that He alone is worthy to 

open the seals and to read the book… precisely because only Jesus is the 

legal heir to the earth. 

 
6 And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders 

a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the 

seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.  

 

 Now, this glorified vision of Jesus has Him with seven horns, 

which denote His great authority, and seven eyes which are the seven 

Spirits of God that are “sent forth into all the earth”. Now look at what 

this victorious Jesus is qualified to do in verse seven. 
 
7 And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him who sat on the 

throne.  

 

Why was Jesus able to take the Book, and no one else was able or 

worthy? Because Christ and Christ alone is the Heir of the world and 

all that God has made. And then as you go through the very next 

Chapter, Jesus begins to open the seals one at a time. And as each seal 

is broken and that part of the Book is opened, Jesus is taking further 

possession and control over His Own inheritance. 

 Finally, the last seal is broken. The last angel sounds his trumpet 

and we read this in The Revelation 11:15: 

 
15 Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven, 

saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and 

of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever.”  

 

 Now the earth is Christ’s and all of the kingdoms of the entire 

world have been subdued, and have been absorbed into the single 

Kingdom of God and of His Christ; and now Christ will reign as Lord 

and King, and Priest and Master, and as Heir of all that God has made 

and created… forever and ever. 

In The Acts 2:36, in his first sermon on the day of Pentecost, Peter 

told this to the mostly Jewish audience: 
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36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made 

Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

  

Peter told them that the Carpenter whom they had nailed to a 

tree, and Who had died and risen again is, in fact, the King of all the 

kings on the earth. And He is also the Lord of all the lords of the earth, 

and He is the One who is going to rule the world because the world 

belongs to Him, and it is His Own personal inheritance. 

 Now, Satan knew this Truth when he approached Jesus in the 

wilderness and tempted Him to go ahead and take control of the whole 

world ahead of the time that God had ordained. He also tempted Jesus 

to take His rightful place as Heir of the world - but in the wrong way - 

by bowing down to Satan. We must remember that Satan always tries 

every means to prevent the true Heir from receiving His inheritance. In 

case you don’t know about that story in Matthew 4, the devil was 

defeated and Jesus won. 

 You see, when Christ first came to earth, the Bible says in 2 

Corinthians 8:9 that He became poor for our sakes, so that we, through 

His poverty, might be made rich. Jesus had nothing for Himself… even 

nowhere to lay His Head. He had no home; He owned no land, carried 

no purse, He didn’t even own a donkey. Even His clothes were taken 

from Him when He died. And Jesus had to be buried in a borrowed 

tomb. 

Men rejected Jesus then. They mocked Him and laughed at Him.  

Those who should have known Him the most completely rejected Him.  

Those who should have understood Him didn’t, and those who should 

have followed Him just walked away.  

He was made a spectacle… a joke and a proverb. He was beaten 

and spit on; He was whipped and scorned; He was hated and despised 

and they took the sinless, spotless Lamb who had fed them and loved 

them and healed them… and they nailed His beaten, broken Body to a 

tree. But when this same Jesus comes back to this earth again, 

everything will be different. He is not coming back as the mild 

Nazarene. He is not coming back as the humble carpenter. He is not 

coming back as the gentle friend of sinners. He is not coming back as 

the butt of all their jokes. 
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No, this time, Jesus is coming back as Lord and as the Heir of the 

earth. Jesus is going to burst the eastern sky riding on a white horse. 

He will be the Champion of Heaven, the conquering Hero of Glory, and 

the Master of the Universe… the High Priest of God, the Son of the 

Highest and the Darling of the Trinity. He is coming back to this earth 

as the Owner of this Earth, the Rightful Heir of all that God has made.  

And He is coming back as God, and as Sovereign, and as Master, and as 

Lord.  

No one will laugh at Him then. No one will ever hit Him again.  

No one will spit in His face ever again. No one will ever mock His name 

again. No one will ever dispute His Authority again. No one will ever 

argue or debate with Him again. 

 He is coming back as the King of every ruler on this earth. He 

will be King over all the kingdoms of this earth. He will be King over 

every President, every judge, over every business owner, over every 

millionaire, over every dictator, over every lawyer, over every doctor, 

and over every person who has any authority in all the earth. All will 

bow to Jesus on that day. 

Well, I have to stop right here, but please join me on the next 

broadcast as we continue our journey through the Epistle of Hebrews.  

May God help us all. 
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The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. Be watchful and quicken your pace. Soli Deo Gloria. For the 

Glory of God alone.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


